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Letter to the Editor 

Concerns regarding risk factors for SARS-CoV-2 

transmission to pets 
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I read with interest the paper by Alberto-Orlando et al [1] en- 

itled “SARS-CoV-2 transmission from infected owner to household 

ogs and cats is associated with food sharing”. Investigation of 

uman-animal transmission and factors associated with that is an 

mportant area of study. The authors report interesting prevalence 

ata, but also an association between food sharing and SARS-CoV- 

 infection in pets. That risk factor would be biologically plausible; 

owever, the data and analysis are unclear and do not appear to 

upport that conclusion. 

Description of the analysis is very superficial and provides lit- 

le information about the methods. For multivariable analysis, the 

uthors report a significant association between food sharing and 

nfection ( P = 0.0025) with an odds ratio of 6.17. Yet, the reported

5% confidence interval (0.22-167.4) is very broad and is inconsis- 

ent with a statistically significant result. The bivariate analysis for 

his variable yielded a P -value of 0.61, and it is surprising that such 

 change could result from multivariable analysis, especially with 
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uch a small sample size and a limited number of variables. This 

aises the question of whether there was an analysis error as it is 

ery difficult to see how a significant result such as this could be 

btained. 
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