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The PLOS ONE Editors

Following the publication of this article [1], concerns were raised regarding results reported in
multiple figures. Specifically,

o The 2D gel electrophoresis image in Figure 1A in [1] appears similar to Figure 1A in [2],
Figure 2A in [3], and Figure 1A in [4].

« In the SAP and B-actin panels presented in Figure 4A, there appear to be vertical discontinu-
ities suggestive of splice lines at the following locations:

» Between 2T and 3N.
o Between 13T and 14N.
o Between 19T and 20N.

The corresponding author stated that all data underlying the results in this article are avail-
able, however they were unable to provide unadjusted original western blot images underlying
all the results in Figure 4A.

The corresponding author confirmed that the same 2D gel electrophoresis data are reported
in four articles [1-4], and each article focuses on a different aspect of the 2D gel results. The
Editors remain concerned that a related study [2] published before this article [1] was not
cited, and that the reuse of data from this article [1] was not adequately acknowledged in a sub-
sequent publication [4].

The corresponding author confirmed that SAP panels were spliced in Figure 4A, and pro-
vided underlying image data which clarified the original location of the bands. Original image
data were not available for some of the corresponding B-actin panels, and some underlying
image data for SAP panels were not available without adjustments to contrast/brightness.
Therefore, the image data provided did not fully resolve the concerns.

Underlying image data provided for APO-A1 and B-actin panels in Figure 4A appear to
have discrepancies with the published panels and similarities were identified between images
when color levels were adjusted. The Editors remain concerned about the reliability of these
results.

In light of the concerns affecting multiple figures that question the reliability of these data,
the Editors retract this article.

LH and SS agreed with the retraction. SS stands by the article’s findings. All other authors
either did not respond directly or could not be reached.

PLOS ONE | https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0285077  April 24, 2023 1/2


https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0285077
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0285077&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-04-24
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0285077&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-04-24
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0285077&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-04-24
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0285077&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-04-24
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0285077&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-04-24
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0285077&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-04-24
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0285077
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0285077
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

PLOS ONE

References

1.

Lihong H, Linlin G, Yiping G, Yang S, Xiaoyu Q, Zhuzhu G, et al. (2014) Proteomics Approaches for
Identification of Tumor Relevant Protein Targets in Pulmonary Squamous Cell Carcinoma by 2D-DIGE-
MS. PLoS ONE 9(4): e95121. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0095121 PMID: 24740010

Du S, GuanZ,HaolL, Song Y, Wang L, Gong L, et al. (2014) Fructose-Bisphosphate Aldolase A Is a
Potential Metastasis-Associated Marker of Lung Squamous Cell Carcinoma and Promotes Lung Cell
Tumorigenesis and Migration. PLoS ONE 9(1): e85804. https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0085804
PMID: 24465716

HaoL, Zhou X, Liu S, Sun M, Song Y, Du S et al. (2015) Elevated GAPDH expression is associated
with the proliferation and invasion of lung and esophageal squamous cell carcinomas. Proteomics 15
(17): 3087-3100. https://doi.org/10.1002/pmic.201400577 PMID: 25944651

Song Y., SunB.,HaolL.,HuJ.,DuS., Zhou X, et al. (2016) Elevated eukaryotic elongation factor 2
expression is involved in proliferation and invasion of lung squamous cell carcinoma. Oncotarget. 7:
58470-58482. https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.11298 PMID: 27542262

PLOS ONE | https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0285077  April 24, 2023 2/2


https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0095121
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24740010
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0085804
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/24465716
https://doi.org/10.1002/pmic.201400577
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/25944651
https://doi.org/10.18632/oncotarget.11298
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/27542262
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0285077

