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RETRACTION

Retraction of: Activation of Akt Rescues Endoplasmic
Reticulum Stress-Impaired Murine Cardiac Contractile
Function via Glycogen Synthase Kinase-3b-Mediated
Suppression of Mitochondrial Permeation Pore Opening
(Antioxid Redox Signal 15(9);2011:2407–2424;
doi: 10.1089/ars.2010.3751)

The Editor-in-Chief of Antioxidants and Redox Signaling (ARS) was notified by the University of Wyoming (Laramie, WY)
that as a result of recent institutional findings of research misconduct against a former employee, Dr. Jun Ren, the University
was requesting retractions from four journals1-4 which are not associated with ARS. However, the University subsequently
delved further into an ‘‘examination of other selected publications of Dr. Ren’s under the direction of the HHS Office of
Research Integrity. Based on th[ose] findings of this examination, the University of Wyoming is recommending retraction of 29
additional publications,’’** including an article published in ARS entitled, ‘‘Activation of Akt Rescues Endoplasmic Re-
ticulum Stress-Impaired Murine Cardiac Contractile Function via Glycogen Synthase Kinase-3b-Mediated Suppression of
Mitochondrial Permeation Pore Opening,’’ by Yingmei Zhang, Zhi Xia, Karissa H. La Cour, and Jun Ren (Antioxid Redox
Signal 15(9);2011:2407–2424; doi: 10.1089/ars.2010.3751) because of ‘‘concerns regarding data irregularities inconsistent
with published conclusions.’’ The University found evidence of ‘‘data irregularities and image reuse in Figures 3, 6, 8, and 9
that significantly affect the results and conclusions reported in the manuscript.’’ (See Supplemental Figure 1.)

Upon receipt of the report, the publisher of ARS notified Dr. Ren of the University of Wyoming’s request for retraction. Dr.
Ren appealed the university’s decision to retract based on his failure ‘‘to catch this series of JC-1 staining mistake already
made earlier by his misconduct or mistakes by inexperienced undergraduate students,’’ and requested that a correction
statement be issued instead of a full retraction. After informing the Research Integrity Officer (RIO) at the University of
Wyoming of Dr. Ren’s appeal, the request for a correction was denied as the RIO stated that the university stands by their
initial findings and requested an official retraction.

The publisher of ARS also ran independent checks of the images and verified the stated misuse.

Based on the investigative findings by the University of Wyoming and the publisher’s independent analysis, ARS officially
retracts this article. The publisher attempted to contact Dr. Ren’s coauthors on the paper to notify them of the decision to
retract but were not successful and asked Dr. Ren to notify them directly.

The Editor and Publisher of Antioxidants and Redox Signaling are committed to preserving the veracity of scientific literature
and the community it serves.

**The additional 29 publications are not identified in this notification because they are not published in ARS or by its publisher.
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