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We reported imaging findings of arterio-venous malformation complicated by hemorrhage
and venous pseudoaneurysm in a young child consulting for headache and emesis: to our
knowledge venous pseudoaneurysm in association with ruptured arteriovenous malforma-
tion is a rare complication reported in the literature. We present the indications for endovas-

cular treatment, especially with NBCA (N-butyl cyanoacrylate).
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Introduction

Arteriovenous malformations (AVMs) are high flow lesions
formed by feeding arteries, a cluster of vessels (the nidus) and
drainage veins without interposition of capillaries. The inci-
dence of cerebral AVMs in childhood is expected to be 1 per
100,000 children [1]. The treatment consists in microsurgery,
endovascular embolization, radiosurgery, and the combina-
tion of these techniques.

Case report

A 6-year-old male patient consulted for headache and eme-
sis in the past 5 days, after a first medical imaging in another
institution, he was addressed in Erasme Hospital.

Vital signs, biological results, and family history were not
relevant.

Physical and neurological examination were within normal
limits.
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Fig. 1 - Brain enhanced CT in arterial phase: distal parietal
branch of left sylvian artery (arrow) and nearby aneurismal
vessel dilatation (arrowhead).

Fig. 2 - Brain enhanced CT in venous phase: perilesional
oedema (arrows), peripheral enhancement (arrowheads)
and an intralesional aneurysm (star).

The only known antecedent is an acute right otitis media
complicated by transient facial paralysis.

Brain-CT with contrast (Figs. 1 and 2) showed an intra-
parenchymal left rolandic hemorrhagic lesion of about 3 cm,
perilesional oedema, peripheral enhancement, an intrale-
sional aneurysm, and possible cortical venous drainage.

A digital subtraction angiography was performed (Fig. 3).
It discovered a left parietal arterio-venous shunt with cor-
tical drainage and venous pseudoaneurysm. After selective
catheterization of the left sylvian afferent branch, a trans ar-
terial embolization with glue (1 ml Glubran + Lipiodol ultra-
fluide [33%]) was performed to obtain complete occlusion of
the arteriovenous shunt.

Fig. 3 - Angiogram showed venous pseudoaneurysm
(arrow) in proximity of arteriovenous shunt and a small
nidus (arrowhead).

Fig. 4 - Forty-day control DSA, complete AVM obliteration
and small scar residue (arrow). AVM, arteriovenous
malformations; DSA, digital subtraction angiography.

The last control by digital subtraction angiography after 40
days of admission, showed complete occlusion of the AVM and
a small scar residue (Fig. 4).

No symptoms or clinical signs were reported in the last
records.

Discussion

The natural history of cerebral AVMs is not benign and the risk
factor for hemorrhage are: prior hemorrhage, deep location,
exclusively deep venous drainage and associated aneurysms
[2]. Children have a higher risk of bleeding and rebleeding [1,3].

The ARUBA (a randomized trial of unruptured brain arte-
riovenous malformations) study showed that medical man-
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agement alone is superior to interventional treatment for the
prevention of death or symptomatic stroke in adults patients
with an uncomplicated cerebral AVM [4] but this strategy is
discussed especially for the pediatric population.

Microsurgery is the treatment of choice however is limited
by the localization of the lesion in the deep and eloquent re-
gions, for which endovascular embolization is the best pri-
mary treatment [5].

The choice of endovascular treatment depends on the
number and size of feeder vessels, the size of the nidus and
the team’s experience. The aim is the complete embolization
of feeder vessel and nidus.

Embolization materials including NBCA ethylene vinyl al-
cohol (ONYX: EVOH COPOLYMER), dehydrated alcohol and
coils [5].

The levels of evidence in the literature remain low for en-
dovascular approaches, studies with the use of HONIX shows
good effectiveness of the method [6,7].

In this case for the deep location of AMYV, the endovascular
NBCA treatment has been performed.

NBCA allows a decrease in operating time and gives less
imaging artifacts for MRI follow-ups and possible gamma
knife treatment planning.

NBCA polymerizes in contact with an anionic environment.

It is mixed with ethiodol and tantalum to transport it, to
delay the polymerization and make it radiopaque, the catheter
flushes is performed with dextrose 5% (D5W) in water [8].

The major risks of NBCA are: the catheter adherence to
the vessel, glue migration and too distal or too proximal em-
bolization [8]. But the complications reported are low, Li et al.
[9] observed after AVMs embolization with NBCA alone a se-
vere morbidity of 0.7% and a mortality of 0.5%.

PH, temperatures, biological catalysts, glue formulation,
blood flow and lysed red blood cells influenced polymerization
rate of NBCA but differences between in vitro and in vivo are
reported [10]. For this reason, a training simulator or adapted
preparation formulas do not exist currently.

We observed a venous pseudoaneurysm secondary to
the rupture of the AVM. The nidus was not clearly visible
in the first radiological investigations due to compression
by hemorrhage and may re-emerge later with hemorrhage
resorption.

Conclusions

We report a case of successful NBCA AVM embolization in a
6-year-old child, guidelines for the use of this technique and
tailored glue preparation formulas remain to be defined.

Patient consent

Written informed consent was obtained from the patient’s
parent.
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