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Acclimation to Low Temperature by Microsomal Membranes
from Tomato Cell Cultures
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ABSTRACI

Sealed vesicles were prepared from microsomal membranes from cell
suspension cultures of tomato (Lycopersicon escidentum Mill cv VF36).
ATP-dependent proton transport activity by the vesicles was measured
as quenching of fluorescence of acridine orange. Measurements of proton
transport were correlated with the activity of a nitrate-inhibitable ATP-
ase. The initial rate of proton influx into the vesicles was strogly
temperature dependent with a Q,, of 2 and a maximum rate near 35C.
The data suggest that passive permeability did not increase at chilling
temperatures but did increase rapidly with temperatures above 30°C. A
comparison was made between membranes from cell cultures grown at
28C and 9C. The temperature optimum for proton transport broadened
and shifted to a lower temperature range in membranes from cells
maintained at 9C.

determine the upper and lower limits for optimal functioning of
the membrane.

Suspension cultures of tomato cells have been used as model
systems to study the effects of water stress (12) and chilling (5,
8) on plant cells. Use ofsuspension cultures may serve to separate
cellular from whole plant aspects of acclimation to or tolerance
of stress. Suspension cultures provide a source of large quantities
of membranes while making it possible to avoid or accurately
monitor the effects of age and differentiation on membrane
composition. Vesicles, capable of ATP-dependent proton trans-
port, have been isolated from tomato cells and characterized (9).
The characteristics of the proton-translocating ATPase resemble
those of the tonoplast ATPase of red beet (1, 23). In this paper,
we describe the use ofan in vitro transport assay to test the effect
of temperature upon active transport by the anion-sensitive
proton translocating ATPase oftomato cells.

Membrane properties have been postulated to play a major
role in the ability ofplants to tolerate or acclimate to temperature
stress (3, 16, 22, 24). Resarch efforts on chilling injury, temper-
ature tolerance, and acclimation of plants to low and high
temperatures have understandably been centered on the mem-
branes that are easy to identify and are well characterized, that
is the membranes ofchloroplasts and mitochondria, or deal only
with lipid extracts from entire tissues. However, Ono et al. (19)
made a comparison of the effects of chilling temperatures on
membranes of Anacystis nidulans and discovered that chilling
injury was correlated with a phase change in the lipids of the
cytoplasmic membrane and not with the phase change in the
chloroplast membranes. Their studies illustrate the need to ana-
lyze the response of the individual membranes of the plant cell
to temperature. Data are scarce on the effect of temperature on
plasma and vacuolar membranes in higher plants. While the
potential role of the plasma membrane in responses to temper-
ature is recognized (13, 16), little mention has been made of the
effect of temperature on the tonoplast. However, the tonoplast
may be as important as the plasma membrane. In many plant
cells, including the tomato cells described in this paper, the
cytoplasm is a thin layer sandwiched between the cell wall and
the vacuole. We estimated that the surface area of tonoplast in
the tomato cells, including the many cytoplasmic strands, was
approximately twice the surface area of the plasma membrane,
providing twice the surface area for diffusion and transport.
Studies of the effect of temperature on transport in vesicles
isolated from the tonoplast will help to determine the specific
effects of temperature on the functions of the tonoplast, and

'Present address: USDA Western Regional Laboratory, 800 Buchan-
nan Street, Albany, CA 94710.

MATERIAIS AND METHODS
Cell Cultures. Callus of L. esculentum Mill cv VF36 was

initiated from hypocotyls of aseptic seedlings. Suspension cul-
tures were initiated from hypocotyl callus and were maintained
as described previously (8). The suspension cultures were initi-
ated 1 year prior to the experiments shown, and were maintained
on a medium containing ammonium as the sole nitrogen source.
The cultures were maintained by weekly subculture of 5 ml of
cells (early stationary phase) into 175 ml of fresh medium in 500
ml Erlenmeyer flasks, and kept at 28°C on a reciprocal shaker at
60 cycles/min.

ChilL:ng Treatment. Flasks, inoculated as described above,
were maintained at 28°C for 4 d, then transferred to a tempera-
ture-controlled orbital shaker(New Brunswick Scientific, Edison,
NJ) and maintained in a cold room at 9C and 180 rpm.
Membrane Preparations. Cells were collected by vacuum fil-

tration onto Whatman No. 4 filter paper on a Buchner funnel,
and washed with an equal volume of distilled H20. Cells grown
at 28°C were harvested and washed at room temperature; cells
grown at 9°C were harvested and washed in a cold room at 4C.
All other operations were carried out at 4C. Cells (10-20 g) were
immediately weighed, placed in 250 ml ofhomogenization buffer
with 0.5 mm diameter glass beads in a Bead Beater Cell Homog-
enizer (Biospec Products, Bartlesville, OK). The homogenate was
filtered through two layers of Miracloth (Calbiochem), centri-
fuged at 3,000g for 5 min, the pellet discarded, centrifuged at
l0,OOOg for 20 min to obtain the mitochondrial pellet, and at
l00,OOOg for 35 min to obtain the microsomal pellet. The
microsomal and mitochondrial pellets were resuspended in 20
to 40 ml of suspension buffer consisting of 0.25 M sucrose and
either 5 mM Tris-HCI (pH 7.5) or 5 mM Pipes-Tris (pH 7.0) as
indicated, placed in one or two centrifuge tubes of38 ml capacity,
underlaid with 10 ml of 10% Dextran (70 kD) in suspension
buffer, and centrifuged at 80,000g for 1 h. The membranes from
the dextran interface were collected and frozen at -70°C for up
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to 3 weeks before assay; freezing had no effect on initial rate of
quench.

Assays. Proton transport was assayed as ATP-dependent
quench of fluorescence of acridine orange (9). The reaction
buffer, consisting of 3 ml of 0.25 M sucrose, 50 mM KCl, 1 mM
MgSO4, 1 gM acridine orange, and either 10 mM Tris-HCI (pH
7.3) or 10 mm Pipes KOH (pH 7.0) as indicated, was brought to
the indicated temperature in a stirred, temperature-controlled
cuvette. Temperature of the cuvette was controlled by a Peltier
thermostat aided by a Neslab (Portsmouth, NH) circulating water
bath. Temperatures given are accurate to the nearest degree.
Membrane vesicles were kept on ice, aliquots equivalent to 30
to 100 gg protein were added to the reaction buffer, at the
indicated temperature, and 2 to 5 min later quench was initiated
by addition ofATP to achieve a final concentration of 1 mM.
ATPase activity was assayed in a total reaction volume of 3.5

ml including 1 mM Tris-ATP, 1 mM MgSO4, 100 Mm ammonium
molybdate, 100 Mm sodium orthovanadate, 1 mm sodium azide,
10 mm Pipes KOH (pH 7.0), and 50 mM KCI or 50 mm KNO3.
The reaction was started by adding 100 ,g of enzyme protein.
Inorganic phosphate was assayed using a modification of the
method of Sanui (27). Aliquots (0.5 ml) of the reaction mixture
were removed at timed intervals, immediately placed in a mix-
ture of 1.5 ml of 12% TCA plus 0.5 ml of 3.75% ammonium
molybdate in 3 N H2SO4. Within 5 min, 2.0 ml of butyl acetate
was added to the TCA mixture, vortexed 15 to 20 s, and allowed
to settle for 5 min. The upper butyl acetate layer, containing the
extracted phosphomolybdate complex, was removed with a pas-
teur pipette, and placed in a clean test tube. A310 was read within
3 h.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
In the following discussion, two parameters are used to describe

the quench of acridine orange fluorescence. The first parameter
is the initial rate of quench (7, 25) (Fig. IA). It represents the
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FIG. 1. ATP-dependent proton transport as a functi
ture. Membrane vesicles from the 3,000 to l0,OOOg mito4
were collected on a cushion of 10% Dextran. The cells
28°C for 5 d. A, Initial rate of quench of acridine orange
a function of temperature. B, Maximum quench as a ft
perature. Assay buffer contained 10 mM Tris-HCI (pH 7.
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FIG. 2. ATPase activity as function oftime. Membrane vesicles from
the 10,000 to 100,OOOg microsomal pellet were collected as in Figure I
from cells grown at 28°C for 5 d. ATPase activity was assayed at 23°C
(A) or 38°C (B) in the presence of 50 mM KCI (0) or 50 mM KNO3 (-).
The assay buffer contained 10 mm Pipes KOH (pH 7.0).

maximum slope measured upon addition of ATP, and is taken
to reflect the initial rate of proton influx into the vesicles (2, 7,
30). The second parameter is the maximum quench (Fig. 1B)
which describes the maximum decrease in fluorescence during
the time course of quench. The maximum quench is assumed to
represent the steady state where rate ofproton influx, via the H+-

I1------- ATPase, equals the rate of passive proton efflux (7, 25). Thus,
the effect of temperature on the activity of the enzyme and on
membrane permeability to protons can be evaluated by these
parameters. It has been suggested, however, that the rate of H+
influx and efflux may actually be limited in sealed vesicles of
this type by the slower fluxes ofaccompanying anions or cations
(25) since permeability of a lipid bilayer to cations and anions is
much lower than that for protons and water (10). Therefore, the
measurements of initial rate ofquench and ofmaximum quench
as a function of temperature are probably indicators not only of
the proton fluxes but also of the effect of temperature upon the
permeability to anions or cations. We therefore view the meas-

40 50 urements as very general indicators ofmembrane properties, and
not as specific indicators of the permeability to protons.

ion of tempera- ATP-dependent proton transport, assayed as quench of acri-
chondrial pellet dine orange fluorescence, was measured as a function oftemper-
were grown at ature. The general pattern, illustrated in Figure 1, was a temper-
fluorescence as ature optimum between 30°C and 40°C for initial rate ofquench,
unction of tem- and a decline, with temperature, ofmaximum quench. Although
.3). initial rates at 5°C were low, they produced, within 30 min, as
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FIG. 3. ATPase activity and fluorescence quench as a function of
time. A, ATP-dependent fluorescence quench was assayed at 24°C and
at 38C. Vesicles are the same as in Figure 2. NH4+ was added where
indicated to achieve a final concentration of 6 mM. B, Nitrate-inhibited
ATPase activity was calculated from the data shown in Figure 2.

large a maximum quench as at 30C. In repeated experiments,
using various buffers, Arrhenius plots (not shown) gave a straight
line fit from 5 to 20C, with a Qio of 2 and no obvious break
point.
Two methods were used to assess vesicle permeability to

protons at different temperatures. One was to compare rates of
recovery of quench (21) upon inhibition of the enzyme with
KNO3. The rate of recovery was much lower at 5C than at 20°C
or 30°C when measured at a comparable starting ApH.2 The
other was to test recovery of quench after addition of KOH to
create an artificial ApH (21). Rates of recovery were very slow at
5°C, and rapid at 30°C (data not shown). These results suggest
that membrane permeability is lower at lower temperatures.

Figures 2 and 3 compare the time course for ATP hydrolysis
with the time course for proton transport at 23 to 24° and 38C.
ATPase activity was assayed in the presence of ammonium
molybdate, to inhibit phosphatase, sodium orthovanadate, to
inhibit any vanadate-sensitive ATPase that might be present,
and NaN3, to inhibit the mitochondrial ATPase (1 1). ATPase
activity and proton transport were measured as a function of
time at 23°C and 38°C in the presence of 50 mM KCI or 50 mM

2 Abbreviation: ApH, pH gradient.
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KNO3 (Figs. 2 and 3A; Table I). The nitrate-inhibitible portion
ofthe ATPase activity is in agreement with the data for quench.
The nitrate-inhibitible ATPase activity was linear with time at
23°C over 20 min, but not at 38°C (Fig. 3). At 38°C, quench
reached a maximum at 10 min, then began to decline. ATPase
activity with time also declined at 38C. Although the rate of the
ATPase was higher at 38°C than at 24°C, initial rates of quench
were similar at the two temperatures, and maximum quench was
greater at 24°C than at 38°C.

It is concluded from the data of Figures 1 to 3 and from the
permeability measurements that at temperatures above 30°C the
abrupt decline in maximum quench is largely a function of
increased passive efflux of protons from the membrane vesicles
but also of denaturation of the ATPase.

Several experiments indicated that membranes prepared from
cells maintained at 9°C had a lower temperature optimum for
quench than membranes from cells maintained at 28°C. In the
following experiments, this adaptation is studied in detail and
the effect ofboth time and temperature are considered. A similar
response to temperature ws obtained using Tris buffer (pH 7.3)
(Fig. 1) or Pipes-KOH (pH 7.0) (Fig. 4), though initial rates of
quench were lower using Pipes than using Tris. We preferred to
use Pipes-KOH for the fluorescence assay buffer because its pK
changes only slightly with temperature.
Although total membrane protein per g fresh weight declined

between day 5 and day 10 for cells grown at 28C and the yield
of ATP-dependent proton transport was low for the day 10
stationary phase cells (Table II), the specific activity and temper-
ature profile did not change between day 5 and day 10 (Fig. 4).
The cultures maintained at 9°C slowly increased in fresh weight,
doubling in fresh weight in 2 weeks, then had no further increase
in weight whether maintained in the same medium or transferred
to new medium. After 2 weeks at 9°C, the cultures were gray,
but when homogenized the gray color was found largely in the
cell wall remnants on the Miracloth filter and in the 3,000g
pellet. Yields of total protein were similar for day 5 cells main-
tained at 28°C and for cells that passed 1, 8, or 15 d at 9°C, while
the yield of proton transport activity measured at 24°C increased
after exposure to cold (Table II).
The temperature profile for proton transport changed with

exposure to chilling temperatures. The temperature optimum for
initial rate of quench broadened and shifted to a lower temper-
ature range when cells were maintained at 9°C for from 1 to 2
weeks (Fig. 5). Figure 6 shows a detailed comparison ofthe effect
oftemperatures between 4°C and 20°C on initial rates ofquench.
The initial rate of quench for cells maintained at 9°C was much
greater than initial rates of quench for cells maintained at 28°C,
though at higher temperatures (Fig. 5) rates were similar.
The results suggest that the tonoplast of the tomato cells can

adapt to low temperatures and maintain higher rates of proton
transport than those observed in nonadapted cells. The increase
in initial rate ofproton transport by the tonoplast vesicles adapted
to low temperatures may reflect alterations in the enzyme itself,
in the lipid bilayer, in the interaction of the enzyme with the
membrane and/or an increased permeability at low temperatures
to the accompanying anion. An increased rate ofion uptake after

Table I. Effect ofNitrate on Proton Transport andA TPase Activity
Vesicles are the same as shown in Figures 2 and 3. ATP-dependent proton transport was measured as initial

rate ofquench of acridine orange fluorescence at 24C.
Proton Transport Rate ATPase

Temperature
+KCI +KNO3 Inhibition +KC1 +KNO3 Inhibition

°C %AF*mg-'.min-' % umol Pimg7'*h-' %
23 124± 19 15±5 88 4.2± 1.3 1.5±0.4 64
38 109± 18 29± 11 74 7.9±0.5 2.7±0.1 66
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FIG. 4. Initial rate of quench as a function of temperature. Effect of
time in passage. Vesicles were prepared as in Figure 2 from cells grown
at 28°C for 5 d (0) or 10 d (0). See also Table II. The assay buffer
contained 10 mm Pipes KOH (pH 7.0).

Table II. Effect ofDifferent Time and Temperature Regimes upon
Initial Rate ofProton Transport and Membrane Protein

Membrane vesicles from the 10,000 to 100,000g microsomal pellet
were collected on a cushion of 10% Dextran. ATP-dependent proton
transport was measured as initial rate of quench of acridine orange
fluorescence at 24°C.

Proton Transport Rate
Growth Time Total
Temp Protein Specific Total

activity activity
OC d mg.gfresh wr' %F-rmg-'minf' %F.minf'

28a 5 0.22 70.0 15.40
28 10 0.03 70.0 2.10

9b 1 0.19 50.0 9.50
9 8 0.18 94.0 16.92
9 15 0.21 120.0 25.20

a The cultures were grown at 280C.
b The cultures were grown at 28°C for 4 d, then transferred to 9°C for

the indicated time.

exposure to low temperatures has been reported for roots of rye
and barley (6, 28) and for the fresh water alga Chara corallina
(26). It was suggested that the increases were a function both of
alterations in lipid composition and increase in number of trans-
port proteins (6, 26). Also, Hellergren et al. (13) reported an
increase in the specific activity of a Mg2+-ATPase in a plasma
membrane fraction prepared from cold-hardened pine needles.
Many plant species adjust the temperature dependence of

photosynthesis to the growth temperature (3) and there is evi-
dence that one aspect of acclimation of photosynthetic tissues to
temperature includes changes in membrane fluidity (22 and
references therein). Our data show a change in the behavior of
an intrinsic membrane protein. The nature of this change as well
as other changes which occur in membranes of higher plants in
response to temperature are not known. The tonoplast vesicles
may be a useful experimental tool to explore the effect of minor
changes in membrane composition on membrane function.
The original goal of the experiments reported here was to

search for evidence ofmembrane dysfunction at low temperature
that might be related to chilling injury oftomato plants. A careful
reading of the literature revealed that, although an increase in
rate of electrolyte leakage from plant tissues is commonly cited
as a symptom of chilling injury (3, 15), chilling does not usually
result in an immediate increase in electrolyte leakage (29). Chill-
ing of tomato plants at OXC did not result in increased electrolyte
leakage from leaf discs until the plants had experienced at least
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FIG. 5. Initial rate of quench as a function of temperature. Effect of

growth temperature. Vesicles were prepared as in Figure 2 from cells
grown at 28°C for 5 d (A) or from cells that were transferred from 28°C
to 9°C at day 4 and grown at 9°C for 15 d (B). Each point represents a
single assay. Assayed as in Figure 4.
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FIG. 6. Initial rate of quench as a function of temperature. Effect of
growth temperature. Cells were grown at 28'C for 5 d (-) or transferred
to 9C for 15 d (0). The same vesicle preparations were used for Figure
5. Assayed as in Figure 4.

72 h exposure to the low temperature (14). Papers by Nobel (18)
and by Murata et at. (17) are sometimes cited as demonstrating
an increase in permeability of tomato chloroplasts at chilling
temperatures. The actual data, however, may be correlated with
a decrease in the permeability of tomato chloroplasts at chilling
temperatures. Our data also show decreased permeability at low
temperatures. It is unlikely, therefore, that chilling injury of
tomatoes can be explained by invoking a direct physical effect
on the membrane that causes an immediate increase in perme-
ability. There is an increase in ion (but not water, or proton)
permeability when a bulk phase change occurs in the lipid bilayer
of lipid vesicles or biological membranes (10, 20). However, no
such bulk phase change occurs in polar lipids from tomato leaves
at temperature above 00C; at most, a change involving 4% of the
total polar lipids can be detected with differential scanning
calorimetry (4). The initial characterization of the effect of tem-
perature on the tonoplast-like vesicles oftomato cells agreed with

the literature on effects of temperature on permeability ofmem-

150

EC

E

al

0 10 20 30

TEMPERATURE (C)

I I I I I I I I

AA

'
00

0
0

0~~~~~~~
0

0

L I I I I Ii I I I

I I I I ' I

9 'oA"

, ~ 0 0 0I.

opdo

.000"D

77



78 DUPONT)

branes (10, 16, 20). Permeability increased as temperature in-
creased, and permeability at chilling temperatures was low.
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