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Letter to the Editor: our reply
We acknowledge the concerns that we may have overesti-

mated COVID-19-associated taste loss. This overestimate 
may have arisen from including studies (a) using unvalidated, 
improvized sensory tests and those (b) with biased participant 
selection.

Upon review, we were in error in including six biased 
studies (Lechien et al. 2020a, 2020b; Cao et al. 2021; Le Bon 
et al. 2021; Schwab et al. 2021; Singer-Cornelius et al. 2021). 
By ‘biased’, we mean that the sample was potentially enriched 
with patients with chemosensory loss. We removed these 
studies, and the analysis was re-conducted, with no change in 
the primary or secondary outcomes or conclusions (a revised 
version of the paper is being prepared).

We retained the studies using improvized methods be-
cause excluding those conducted during the pandemic’s early 
months when early coronavirus variants were more potent in 
causing chemosensory loss (Menni et al. 2022) might result in 
an underestimate of taste loss.

We agree with the authors of the Letter to the Editor that 
as more taste-loss studies with validated methods are avail-
able, investigators conducting future meta-analyses may wish 
to exclude those early studies.

We regret the error in the original analysis and are grateful 
to the authors of the Letter to the Editor (Hintschich et al. 
2023) for bringing it to our attention.
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