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RETRACTION

Retraction: The Combination of Three Natural
Compounds Effectively Prevented Lung
Carcinogenesis by Optimal Wound Healing

The PLOS ONE Editors

Following the publication of this article [1], concerns were raised regarding Figs 2, 3, 6, 7, and
9. Specifically:

« In Fig 2B, the aconitine panel appears similar to the TIF panel found in Fig. 6B of [2]

« The following graphs appear similar despite representing different experimental conditions:
o Fig 3C and Fig 3D
o Fig 6C, Fig 6D, and Fig 6E
o Fig 9B and Fig 9C

« In Fig 7A, there appear to be vertical discontinuities between lanes 1 and 2 in the Oct4 panel
and lanes 1 and 2 in the Nanog panel.

o In Fig 7A the GAPDH panel appears similar to the beta-actin panel found in Figure 4E of
(3].

o In Fig 7B, the Notoginsenoside R1 Cleaved Caspase-3 panel appears similar to the Control
Pimonidazole panel in Fig. 6A of [2].

o In Fig 9A the left region of the Shikonin panel appears to overlap with the right region of the
Notoginsenoside R1 panel.

« In Fig 9A the control, Shikonin, Aconitine Notoginsenoside R1 and combined three com-
pounds panels appear similar to the correspondingly named panels in Fig. 7 of [4].

The authors stated that the underlying data for all figures was no longer available. Regard-
ing the concerns in Fig 2B, Fig 7A and Fig 7B the authors stated they were caused by errors in
arranging data in the submission process for [2] and [3] and that they had applied for corrigen-
dum in the respective journals. The authors stated that the similar graphs found in Fig 3 and
Fig 6 had similarities in trend but were not the same data, however individual level data was
not made available for editorial review. The PLOS Editors remain concerned about these fig-
ures. The authors stated the vertical discontinuities in Fig 7A were caused by alterations to the
background to highlight the differences between samples. The PLOS Editors remain con-
cerned about this figure. The authors stated the similarities in the Shikonin and Notoginseno-
side panels in Fig 9A were the result of errors in figure preparation.

In light of the concerns affecting multiple figure panels that question the integrity and reli-
ability of these data, the PLOS ONE Editors retract this article.

All authors either did not respond directly to the editorial decision or could not be reached.

PLOS ONE | https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0294975 November 21, 2023 1/2


https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0294975
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0294975&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-11-21
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0294975&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-11-21
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0294975&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-11-21
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0294975&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-11-21
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0294975&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-11-21
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1371/journal.pone.0294975&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-11-21
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0294975
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0294975
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/

PLOS ONE

References

1.

LiuL, LiH, Guo Z, Ma X, Cao N, Zheng Y, et al. (2015) The Combination of Three Natural Compounds
Effectively Prevented Lung Carcinogenesis by Optimal Wound Healing. PLoS ONE 10(11): e0143438.
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0143438 PMID: 26599445

Li Hong, Li Ganggang, Liu Linxin, Guo Zhenzhen, Ma Xiaofang, Cao Ning, Lin Haihong, Han Guang,
Duan Yongjian, Du Gangjun; Tumor Interstitial Fluid Promotes Malignant Phenotypes of Lung Cancer
Independently of Angiogenesis. Cancer Prev Res (Phila) 1 November 2015; 8 (11): 1120-1129. https:/
doi.org/10.1158/1940-6207.CAPR-15-0242 PMID: 26342025

Guo Z, SunL, XiaH, Tian S, Liu M, Hou J, Li J, Lin H, Du G. Shikonin as a WT1 Inhibitor Promotes Pro-
myeloid Leukemia Cell Differentiation. Molecules. 2022 Nov 26; 27(23):8264. doi: 10.3390/
molecules27238264. PMID: 36500358; PMCID: PMC9735585.

Zhang W, Shu H, Fang L, Tang N, Li Y, Guo B, Meng F. Cancer inhibition mechanism of lung cancer

mouse model based on dye trace method. Saudi J Biol Sci. 2020 Apr; 27(4):1155-1162. doi: 10.1016/j.
sjbs.2019.12.040. Epub 2020 Jan 3. PMID: 32256178; PMCID: PMC7105657.

PLOS ONE | https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0294975 November 21, 2023 2/2


https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0143438
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26599445
https://doi.org/10.1158/1940-6207.CAPR-15-0242
https://doi.org/10.1158/1940-6207.CAPR-15-0242
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/26342025
https://doi.org/10.3390/molecules27238264
https://doi.org/10.3390/molecules27238264
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/36500358
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sjbs.2019.12.040
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.sjbs.2019.12.040
http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pubmed/32256178
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pone.0294975

