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A 72-year-old man was hospitalized with itching, discol-
oration, hardening, and exfoliation involving the hands, feet,
and back that was refractory to common topical treatment
for five months (Picture a, b). A complete blood count test
performed at the time of initial presentation showed anemia
(hemoglobin 10.3 g/dL). Skin biopsy revealed focal parak-
eratosis and lymphohistiocytic infiltration of the upper der-
mis without malignant cells. Laboratory tests revealed leuko-
cytosis with blast cells (29%), anemia, and thrombocy-
topenia. A bone marrow examination showed >20% blasts
with multilineage dysplasia (Picture c). The patient was di-
agnosed with acute myeloid leukemia with myelodysplasia-
related changes and was treated with induction therapy (cy-
tarabine and idarubicin). After induction therapy, the skin le-

sions markedly regressed (Picture d, e) and a bone marrow
examination showed complete remission (Picture f). Acro-
keratosis paraneoplastica (Bazex syndrome) is a paraneo-
plastic syndrome. It is most commonly associated with
squamous cell carcinoma. Cases associated with acute
myeloid leukemia (AML) are rare (1). Cutaneous paraneo-
plastic lesions usually precede tumor symptoms (2). In the
present case, the hyperkeratotic eruption was considered to
have occurred in association with the development of AML.
When we encounter patients with hyperkeratotic eruptions
that are difficult to treat, Bazex syndrome should be consid-
ered.

The patient detailed in this case report gave his consent for
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