
3255

Picture　1.　

Picture　2.　

doi: 10.2169/internalmedicine.1457-22

Intern Med 62: 3255-3256, 2023

http://internmed.jp

【 PICTURES IN CLINICAL MEDICINE 】

Visible Bronchial Obstruction after Hematopoietic Stem
Cell Transplantation

Takatoshi Suzuki, Sho Nakakubo, Masaru Suzuki and Satoshi Konno

Key words: bronchoscopy, bronchial obstruction, graft versus host disease

(Intern Med 62: 3255-3256, 2023)
(DOI: 10.2169/internalmedicine.1457-22)

Department of Respiratory Medicine, Faculty of Medicine, Hokkaido University, Japan

Received: December 13, 2022; Accepted: February 3, 2023; Advance Publication by J-STAGE: March 15, 2023

Correspondence to Dr. Sho Nakakubo, shonakakubo@pop.med.hokudai.ac.jp



Intern Med 62: 3255-3256, 2023 DOI: 10.2169/internalmedicine.1457-22

3256

Picture　3.　

A 42-year-old man developed progressive dyspnea and a

decreased respiratory function following allogeneic hema-

topoietic stem cell transplantation (allo-HSCT) for acute

lymphoblastic leukemia 2 years prior (Picture 1). Respira-

tory computed tomography nine months after allo-HSCT

showed air trapping in both lower lobes (Picture 2A, B). As

there were no other obvious causes, such as infections,

bronchial obstruction syndrome was diagnosed. The patient

developed left lower lobe atelectasis and was admitted for a

further investigation (Picture 2C). Bronchoscopy revealed

obstructions of almost all bronchi in both lower lobes (Pic-

ture 3A). Transbronchial dilation utilizing a brush improved

the obstruction and atelectasis (Picture 2D, 3B, C). How-

ever, the atelectasis reappeared two months later. Bronchioli-

tis obliterans can occur after allo-HSCT and typically affects

small airways (1). This relatively central, bronchoscopically

visible obstruction that can result in restrictive ventilatory

impairment, air trapping of both lower lobes, and left lower

lobe atelectasis should be recognized as a rare complication

after allo-HSCT.
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