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vectors are 
exposed to 
these climate 
conditions in 
the field 

climate changes 

assumptions 

vectors have 
opportunity to 
exploit newly 
suitable niches 

climate is a major 
determinant of 
vector population 
biology

assumptions 

process:
climate affects 
biological processes, 
causing changes in 
vector bionomics  

process:
climate determines 
current geographical    and 
temporal distribution/ 
abundance of vectors  

process:
long t- erm climate 
change results in 
changes to abundance 
and distributions 

relevant evidence: 
observations of 
climate effects in 
laboratory, local 
field studies 

relevant evidence: 
significant correlation 
between climate and  
current abundance/ 
distribution

relevant evidence: 
changes in 
abundance/ 
distribution 
correlated with 
changes in relevant 
climate parameters  

indirect evidence 
(weak) 

direct  evidence 
(strong)
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