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Coordinated interactions between cyclin-dependent kinases (Cdks), their target “pocket proteins” (the
retinoblastoma protein [pRB], p107, and p130), the pocket protein binding E2F-DP complexes, and the Cdk
inhibitors regulate orderly cell cycle progression. The cyclin D1 gene encodes a regulatory subunit of the Cdk
holoenzymes, which phosphorylate the tumor suppressor pRB, leading to the release of free E2F-1. Overex-
pression of E2F-1 can induce apoptosis and may either promote or inhibit cellular proliferation, depending
upon the cell type. In these studies overexpression of E2F-1 inhibited cyclin D1-dependent kinase activity,
cyclin D1 protein levels, and promoter activity. The DNA binding domain, the pRB pocket binding region, and
the amino-terminal Sp1 binding domain of E2F-1 were required for full repression of cyclin D1. Overexpres-
sion of pRB activated the cyclin D1 promoter, and a dominant interfering pRB mutant was defective in cyclin
D1 promoter activation. Two regions of the cyclin D1 promoter were required for full E2F-1-dependent
repression. The region proximal to the transcription initiation site at —127 bound Sp1, Sp3, and Sp4, and the
distal region at —143 bound E2F-4-DP-1-p107. In contrast with E2F-1, E2F-4 induced cyclin D1 promoter
activity. Differential regulation of the cyclin D1 promoter by E2F-1 and E2F-4 suggests that E2Fs may serve
distinguishable functions during cell cycle progression. Inhibition of cyclin D1 abundance by E2F-1 may
contribute to an autoregulatory feedback loop to reduce pRB phosphorylation and E2F-1 levels in the cell.

The cyclin D1 gene encodes a regulatory subunit of a mul-
tiprotein cyclin D1-dependent kinase (CD,K) holoenzyme
complex, which phosphorylates and inactivates the tumor sup-
pressor protein pRB (retinoblastoma protein) (15, 72). pRB
phosphorylation is first detected during G, and continues
throughout the cell cycle, with the last stages occurring in G,
(8, 45). Immunoneutralization and antisense experiments have
established that the abundance of cyclin D1 may be rate lim-
iting for G, progression in many cell types (36, 58, 59, 72).
Cyclin D1 was of relatively greater importance in promoting
the early G,-to-G, transition from quiescence rather than the
late G,/S phase transition, which involved primarily cyclin E
(58, 59) and cyclin A (50). Phosphorylation of pRB by the
CD,K complex releases a heterodimeric pRB-pocket binding
complex of E2F-DP proteins, which regulate gene transcrip-
tion through DNA sequences capable of binding E2F. In most
cell types, high levels of E2F-1, whether induced by overex-
pression in cultured cells or the result of pRB gene deletion,
are poorly tolerated, resulting in cellular apoptosis (30, 40,
75).

E2F-1 is a member of a family of proteins (E2F-1 to -5)
which have specific domains involved in transactivation, in
binding to the pocket proteins (pRB, p107, and p130), and in
binding to DNA. Several differences have been observed
among members of the E2F-DP family of pRB pocket binding
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proteins (34). Increasing evidence suggests that the E2F pro-
teins may fall into two categories. The first group, consisting of
E2F-1 to -3, shares a conserved amino-terminal cyclin A-cdk2
binding domain which is absent in E2F-4 and E2F-5. E2F-1 to
-3 preferentially bind pRB (26, 63), whereas E2F-4 and E2F-5
associate with p130 in quiescent cells and with p107 in cycling
cells (60, 68), and E2F-5 binds preferentially to p130 in vivo
(60, 68). E2F-1 to -3 are capable of binding Spl (26, 63),
whereas neither E2F-4 nor E2F-5 binds Spl (26). Dominant
negative mutants of cdk3 inhibit the activity of E2F-1 to -3 but
not of E2F-4 (21), and overexpression of E2F-1 to -3 in some
cell types promotes S-phase entry independently of cyclin D1,
whereas E2F-4 and E2F-5 cannot promote entry into S phase
unless coexpressed with DP-1 (38). Together these findings
suggest that distinct functions may be served by E2F-1 to -3
compared with E2F-4 and E2F-5.

Overexpression of free E2F-1 may either promote or inhibit
cellular proliferation and can induce cellular apoptosis, de-
pending on the cell type. High levels of E2F-1 inhibited growth
of primary and established fibroblasts (24, 44), and ectopic
Drosophila E2F expression during S phase blocked reentry of
the cells into S phase in the following cycle (2), suggesting that
the timing of E2F expression may be critical in determining its
effects on the cell cycle. Although overexpression of E2F-1 can
transform rat embryo fibroblasts (64), homozygous deletion of
the E2F-1 gene in transgenic mice resulted in enhanced spon-
taneous tumor formation, particularly tumors of the reproduc-
tive tract, lung adenocarcinoma, and lymphomas (12, 77). Hy-
perplasias of testicular leydig cells, lymphoid cells, and
thymocytes were a common feature of the E2F-1 knockout
(KO) animals (12, 77). These findings suggest that, under cer-
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tain circumstances, E2F-1 may also convey an antiproliferative
and tumor suppressor function.

The induction of S-phase entry through overexpression of
E2F-1 involves a mechanism that is independent of cyclin D1
and was not blocked by the cyclin-dependent kinase inhibitors
(10). Overexpression of E2F-1 in REF52 cells inhibited CD,K
activity via induction of a CD,K inhibitor related to p16™&42
(27). In contrast with cyclin D1, cyclin E and cyclin A are
induced by E2F-1 overexpression, although the effect of E2F-1
overexpression on S-phase entry occurs independently of cdk2
activity (10). It has been proposed that the inhibition of CD;K
activity by E2F-1 may function as an autoregulatory feedback
loop, attenuating the proliferative and apoptotic effects of ex-
cess E2F-1 (27).

Complex transcriptional regulatory mechanisms must exist
to coordinate the specific temporal profiles of cyclin and E2F
mRNA induction during cell cycle progression. For example,
in contrast with the induction of cyclin D1 expression, which
begins early in G, (43, 48) and decreases as cells progress into
S phase, expression of E2F-1 increases at the G,/S boundary
and peaks in S phase (65). Recent studies have demonstrated
that autoregulatory loops occur between the cyclin-dependent
kinases and their substrates, as, for example, cyclin D1 stimu-
lates E2F-1 promoter activity (24). Thus, the E2F-1 gene is
transcriptionally induced by the G, cyclins, implying that in-
duction of the G, cyclins is functionally upstream of E2F-1
(24). In this study we examined further the mechanisms by
which E2F-1 regulates CD, K activity and identified contrasting
effects of E2F-1 and E2F-4 in regulating the cyclin D1 pro-
moter.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Construction of plasmid vectors. The human cyclin D1 promoter reporter
constructs (1, 70), the wild-type B-Myb promoter reporter (MybLUC) (33) and
the E2F site mutant (Mybmut LUC), and the reporter gene PALUC, which
contains 7 kb of the human cyclin A promoter sequence (19), have been de-
scribed previously. The —163CDI1LUC construct was made by PCR-directed
amplification using oligonucleotides synthesized to the published sequence of the
human cyclin D1 promoter (47). The cyclin D1 promoter Sp1 site between —127
and —99 was deleted by PCR-directed mutagenesis in the context of the —163-bp
promoter fragment to create —163ASp1LUC. The cyclin D1 E2F sequences from
—163 to —133, the cyclin D1 activating transcription factor (ATF) sequences
from —66 to —40, the cyclin D1 Spl-like sequences from —130 to —99, and the
wild-type and mutant E2F sites from the adenovirus E2a (AdE2) promoter were
synthesized as complementary strands and cloned into TK81pA;LUC to create
the vectors CD1E2FLUC, CDIATFLUC, CD1SplLUC, AdE2FLUC, and
AdE2FmLUC (53).

Expression vectors. The wild-type and mutant E2F-DP-1 expression vectors
CMV-HA-E2F-1, CMV-DP-1 (80), CMV-E2F-1-Y411C (17, 25), pcDNA-
HA-E2F-1 E132 (76), CMV-E2F-1 A1-88, CMV-E2F-1 A113-120, CMV-E2F-1
A206-220, and CMV-E2F-1 411/421 were generous gifts from J. R. Nevins (7).
pCMV-HA-E2F-4 (14) and the wild-type and mutant pRB expression vectors
CMV-pRB, RB-SE, and RB-ME (74, 80) have been described previously. The
vector encoding wild-type pRB protein (phRbc-SVE) (20) was a generous gift
from R. A. Weinberg. Glutathione S-transferase (GST)-DP-1(159-410) (3),
GST-E2F-1(89-238) (18), and GST-E2F-4 (68) were used for the production of
fusion proteins in vitro. The cDNAs encoding E2F-1 and E2F-1 E132 were
isolated from CMV-HA-E2F-1 and pcDNA-HA-E2F-1 E132 (76) and cloned
into the tetracycline-regulatable expression vector pBPSTR1 (51). The plasmid
encoding green fluorescent protein (GFP), pPEGFP-N1, was from Clontech (Palo
Alto, Calif.).

Cell culture, DNA transfection, and luciferase assays were performed as pre-
viously described (52, 54). The human trophoblast cell line JEG-3, the fibroblast
cell line NIH 3T3, the SAOS2 osteosarcoma cell line, and the mouse embryo
fibroblasts (MEFs) derived from wild-type or E2F-17/~ mice (77) (a generous
gift from Dr. L. Yamasaki) were maintained in Dulbecco modified Eagle me-
dium (DMEM) with 10% calf serum and 1% penicillin-streptomycin. Chinese
hamster ovary (CHO) cells were maintained in a-MEM with 10% fetal calf
serum and 1% penicillin-streptomycin. Cells were transfected by calcium-phos-
phate precipitation, the media were changed after 6 h, and luciferase activity was
determined after a further 24 h. The fold effect was determined for a given
construct by comparison with the effect of equal molar amounts of the mutant
expression plasmid or empty expression vector cassette as described in the text.
Statistical analyses were performed by using the Mann-Whitney U test.
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Oligodeoxyribonucleotides. For construction of the vectors AAE2FLUC and
AdE2FmTKLUC, the oligodeoxyribonucleotides containing the wild-type and
mutant E2F sites from the AdE2 promoter were synthesized as complementary
strands and cloned into BamHI-restricted TK81pA;LUC. The coding strand for
the wild-type site (E2Fwtl) (shown with the E2F site in boldface) was 5'-AGC
TTG TTT CGC GCT TAA ATT TGA GAA AGG GCG CGA AAC TAG
TCA-3', and the mutant E2F-1 sequence [E2F(1)m; shown with the mutant
nucleotides lowercased], previously shown to abolish E1A-dependent transcrip-
tional activation (73), was 5'-AGC TTG TTT Ctg aCT TAA ATT TGA GAA
AGG Gtc aag AAC TAG TCA-3'. The sequences of the oligodeoxyribonucleo-
tides used in electrophoretic mobility shift assays (EMSA) and for the construc-
tion of reporter plasmids were 5'-TCC CGG CGT CGT TTG GCG CCC GCG
CCC-3' for the cyclin D1 E2F site and 5'-TCC CCC TGC GCC CGC CCC CGC
CCC CCT CCC GC-3' for the cyclin D1 Spl site (—130 to —99) (47). The
sequence of the consensus wild-type Sp1 site was 5'-ATT CGA TCG GGG CGG
GGC GAG C-3'.

EMSA. EMSA were performed with nuclear extracts from JEG-3 cells or
cloned proteins prepared by bacterial expression or in vitro translation as pre-
viously described (69, 70). The binding buffer used in EMSA with nuclear
extracts (5 to 10 pg) contained 20 mM HEPES (pH 7.4), 80 mM KCI, 1 mM
MgCl,, 0.1 mM EDTA, 8.5% glycerol, and 0.2 mM dithiothreitol to which 5 to
10 fmol (20,000 cpm) of y-3?P-labelled probe and 500 ng of sonicated salmon
sperm DNA were added. EMSA with the bacterially expressed GST fusion
protein were performed by using 30 to 300 ng of protein in binding buffer. The
bacterial expression vectors for E2F-1 [RBP3(89-238) GST-RBP(89-238)] (18)
and vectors GST-E2F-2(87-244) (23) and GST-DP-1(95-410) (3) were expressed
in Escherichia coli as previously described (70). Protein concentration was de-
termined by the method of Bradford (4a) (Protein Assay Dye Reagent concen-
trate; Bio-Rad Laboratories, Melville, N.Y.). The purities and sizes of the eluted
proteins were evaluated by Coomassie blue staining of the sodium dodecyl
sulfate-polyacrylamide gels.

The antibodies used in supershift experiments included antibodies to E2F-1
(KH95 and KH20), E2F-2 (LLF2) (46), DP-1 (WTHL1), pRB (XZ55), p107 (SD6
and SD15), and simian virus 40 T antigen (PAb419) (generous gifts from E.
Harlow, N. Dyson, and J. Lees) and antibodies to E2F-1 (C20X), E2F-2 (C20X),
E2F-4 (C108X), p130 (C20X), Spl (1C6X), Sp2 (K-20), Sp3 (D-20X), and Sp4
(V-20X) from Santa Cruz Biotechnology (Santa Cruz, Calif.). The protein-DNA
complexes were analyzed by electrophoresis through a 5% polyacrylamide gel,
with 0.25X Tris-borate-EDTA buffer (TBE) (0.045 M Tris-borate-0.001 M
EDTA) with 2.5% glycerol. The gels were dried and exposed to XARS radio-
graphic film.

Western blotting, cyclin D1 immune-complex assays, and flow cytometric
analyses. Western blot analysis was performed as previously described (1, 70) by
using a monoclonal antibody to cyclin D1 (HD-11), an a-tubulin antibody (SH1)
(6), or a cyclin-A antibody (BF683; Santa Cruz Biotechnology) and a horseradish
peroxidase-conjugated anti-mouse second antibody. Reactive proteins were vi-
sualized by the enhanced chemiluminescence system (Amersham, Arlington
Heights, Ill.) and quantified by densitometry.

Immunoprecipitation kinase assays were performed essentially as previously
described (42, 70). Cells were transfected with expression plasmids for wild-type
or mutant E2F-1 proteins and the kinase assays were performed with GST-pRB
product derived from the vector pPGEX-Rb (11) as the substrate (70).

Cell sorting for transfected cells using the GFP plasmid pEGFP-N1 was
performed exactly as previously described (39). Flow cytometric analyses were
carried out in a fluorescence-activated cell sorter (FACS) (FACStar plus; Becton
Dickinson).

RESULTS

E2F-1 inhibits CD,K activity in trophoblast cells. In order
to examine the effect of E2F-1 on cyclin D1 protein levels and
activity, transient expression studies were performed with cul-
tured cells. Transient expression studies were conducted with
FACS selection of transfected cells by using GFP as a marker
(39). Cells transfected with E2F-1 and the pEGFP-N1 expres-
sion plasmid were compared with cells transfected with the
empty expression vector cassette. Cells were also transfect-
ed with a tetracycline-regulated E2F-1 expression plasmid
(pBPSTR1-E2F-1). FACS enrichment was performed for
transfected cells, and Western blotting was performed on cells
after 24 h. Cyclin D1 protein levels were inhibited 60% by the
overexpression of E2F-1 compared with the effect of the empty
expression vector cassette (Fig. 1A). Similar experiments were
also conducted with the expression plasmid CMV-E2F-1; they
demonstrated that E2F-1 inhibited cyclin D1 protein levels
(Fig. 1A, inset). In contrast, E2F-1 protein levels were in-
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FIG. 1. E2F-1 inhibits CDK activity in choriocarcinoma cells. (A) The
E2F-1 expression vector pPBPSTR1-E2F-1 was used to transfect JEG-3 cells in
conjunction with the GFP plasmid pEGFP, and FACS sorting of transfected cells
was performed (39). Cells transfected with E2F-1 were compared with cells
transfected with the empty expression vector cassette. Western blotting was
performed for cyclin D1, and the reduction in cyclin D1 protein abundance in the
E2F-1-transfected cells is shown as the mean + SEM for three separate trans-
fections. (Inset) Similar findings were observed with the expression plasmid
CMV-E2F-1. Cyclin D1 protein abundance was determined by Western blot
analysis with cells transfected with empty vector (lane 1) and cells transfected
with CMV-E2F-1 (lane 2). (B) Western blot analysis for cyclin D1 protein was
performed with cells transfected either with the CMV-driven E2F-1 expression
vector or with the DNA binding-defective mutant CMV-E2F-1 E132. (C) CD,K
activity was determined in JEG-3 cells overexpressing CMV-E2F-1 or the DNA
binding-defective mutant (CMV-E2F-1 E132) 48 h after transfection. Data are
shown as means = SEMs for three separate transfections. (D) Cyclin D1 West-
ern blot analysis of protein derived from either wild-type (Wt) or E2F-1 KO
MEFs. The relative abundance of cyclin D1 is shown graphically on the left, and
the blots are shown on the right. The Western blot reprobed for a-tubulin is
shown.

creased fourfold in cells transfected with the E2F-1 expression
plasmid (data not shown).

As an initial analysis of the mechanisms by which E2F-1
inhibited cyclin D1 protein, the effects of E2F-1 and the DNA
binding-defective E2F-1 mutant (E2F-1 E132) were compared.
Inhibition of cyclin D1 protein levels by E2F-1 was reduced
40% by the DNA binding-defective mutant (Fig. 1B) (n = 3),
suggesting that the DNA binding domain of E2F-1 was re-
quired for full inhibition of cyclin D1 protein levels.

A similar analysis was performed to determine the effect of
E2F-1 on CD, K activity by using an immunoprecipitation assay
with pRB as the substrate. Cells were transfected with expres-
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sion vectors encoding either wild-type E2F-1 or the E2F-1
mutant CMV-E2F-1-E132 (25). Cyclin D1-immune precipita-
tion kinase assays were performed on whole-cell extracts of
transfected cells. CD,K activity was reduced approximately
33% by E2F-1 (Fig. 1C) (n = 3). Similar trends were observed
in CD,K activity from cells transfected with the E2F-1 expres-
sion plasmid in the absence of GFP enrichment. In these ex-
periments, E2F-1 overexpression reduced CD,K activity by
26% at 24 h compared with the empty expression vector (data
not shown). These results are consistent with and extend recent
studies by Khleif et al. in which overexpression of CMV-E2F-1
inhibited CD,K activity in REF52 cells (27) by showing that
the inhibition of CD,K activity by E2F-1 requires the DNA
binding domain of E2F-1.

Because these studies suggested that cyclin D1 could be
negatively regulated by E2F-1, we examined cyclin D1 levels in
MEFs derived from mice with the E2F-1 gene homozygously
deleted (77) (E2F-1 KO mice). Comparisons were made with
MEFs derived from mice of the identical strain at the same
passage number. Cells were grown to 15% confluence, arrested
by serum deprivation for 30 h, and then treated with 20%
serum. Cells were harvested at serial time points from 6 to 48 h
(Fig. 1D, right panel). Western blotting comparing equal
amounts of protein at each time point was performed for cyclin
D1 protein levels. Cyclin D1 protein levels were increased in
the E2F-1 KO MEFs compared with the wild-type MEFs. The
relative abundance of cyclin D1 at each time point is shown
schematically in Fig. 1D. Western blotting for a-tubulin was
also performed with the same Western blot (Fig. 1D, right
panel), confirming that the increase in the cyclin D1 levels was
not due to differences in the amount of protein loaded. West-
ern blotting performed for cyclin A at each time point dem-
onstrated no difference in abundance between the parental and
the E2F-1 KO MEFs (data not shown). Together these studies
suggest that E2F-1 may function to inhibit cyclin D1 protein
abundance and activity.

Repression of cyclin D1 promoter activity by E2F-1. In order
to investigate further the mechanisms by which E2F-1 inhib-
ited cyclin D1 abundance, the effect of E2F-1 on cyclin D1
promoter activity was determined. Cotransfection of E2F-1 in
JEG-3 cells inhibited activity of the —1745CD1LUC reporter
in a dose-dependent manner (Fig. 2A). Compared with the
empty expression vector cassette, overexpression of E2F-1 in-
hibited the full-length —1745CD1LUC reporter 5.4-fold (Fig.
2B). Repression of the —1745CD1LUC reporter was observed
whether E2F-1 was overexpressed from a cytomegalovirus ex-
pression vector (Fig. 2B) or the tetracycline-regulated expres-
sion plasmid pBPSTR1 (see below). In parallel experiments
E2F-1 induced a synthetic E2F-responsive reporter plasmid
4.5-fold but did not induce a similar plasmid with a mutation in
the E2F site that abolished E2F binding (Fig. 2B). The Myb
promoter linked to the luciferase reporter gene was induced
threefold by E2F-1, and the cyclin A LUC reporter was in-
duced threefold (Fig. 2B), consistent with the results of previ-
ous studies (9).

Two proximal regions of the transfected human cyclin D1
gene promoter are required for full repression by E2F-1. The
region of the cyclin D1 promoter required for regulation by
E2F-1 was determined in JEG-3 cells by using a series of 5’
promoter deletions (Fig. 3A). Overexpression of E2F-1 by the
vector pBPSTR1, which had inhibited cyclin D1 protein levels
and CD,K activity, repressed the —1745CD1LUC reporter
twofold (Fig. 3B). Deletion from —1745 to —163 did not affect
repression of the cyclin D1 promoter. Deletion of the region
between —163 and —141, which deletes the consensus E2F
site, abolished E2F-1-mediated repression, resulting in a pro-
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FIG. 2. E2F-1 represses the cyclin D1 promoter activity. (A) The E2F-1
expression vector (CMV-E2F-1) was transfected into JEG-3 cells with the
—1745CD1LUC reporter. The ratio of transfected expression vector to reporter
plasmid is shown on the abscissa. A representative example from three separate
experiments is shown. (B) The expression vector CMV-E2F-1 was transfected
with the —1745CD1LUC reporter. Comparisons were made with the effects on
the reporter plasmids AJE2FLUC, AJE2FmLUC, MybLUC, and cyclin ALUC
(the cyclin A luciferase reporter gene) for the numbers of separate transfections
indicated. Data are shown as means = SEMs.

moter fragment that was modestly induced by E2F-1 (Fig. 3B).
In the initial description of the human cyclin D1 promoter,
sequences homologous to an Spl binding site had been iden-
tified at —124 (47). Recent studies have demonstrated that
E2F-1 is capable of regulating promoter activity through Spl
binding sites (26, 35, 63). In order to examine the possible role
of the Spl-like sequences in E2F-1-mediated repression of the
promoter, these sequences were deleted within the context of
the —163-bp fragment (—163ASp1LUC) (Fig. 3B). Deletion of
the Sp1 site abolished the repression of the cyclin D1 promoter
(Fig. 3B). Together these studies suggest that the E2F binding
site and the Spl site are required for full repression of the
cyclin D1 promoter by E2F-1.

To determine whether the E2F or Spl-like sequences were
regulated by E2F-1, cotransfection experiments were con-
ducted. Reporter plasmids encoding the cyclin D1 E2F site
(CD1E2FLUC) or the cyclin D1 Sp1 site (CD1Sp1LUC) were
examined with expression vectors encoding either wild-type
E2F-1 or the E2F-1 DNA binding-defective mutant E132.
Overexpression of E2F-1 by the vector pPBPSTR1 repressed the
cyclin D1 E2F reporter plasmid 6.5-fold (Fig. 3C). pBPSTR1-
E132 repressed the cyclin D1 E2F reporter only twofold, again
suggesting the E2F-1 binding domain was required for full
repression. The cyclin D1 Sp1 site was repressed threefold by
overexpression of E2F-1 (Fig. 3C). Overexpression of the
DNA binding-defective mutant CMV-E2F-1 E132, however,
did not abolish the repression (Fig. 3C). In contrast, the lucif-
erase reporter construct containing the adenovirus E2F site
(AdE2FLUC) was induced by pBPSTR1-E2F-1, and the in-
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FIG. 3. Repression of the cyclin D1 promoter by E2F-1. (A) Schematic
representation of the cyclin D1 promoter, indicating the presence of the DNA
sequences resembling E2F and Sp1 binding sites. (B) The wild-type or mutant
pBPSTRI1-E2F-1 expression vector was cotransfected with the —1745CD1LUC
reporter. The expression vector (300 to 600 ng) was transfected with
—1745CDI1LUC (4.8 pg) or an equal amount of each of the other 5’ promoter
constructs. Data are means + SEMs for the numbers of separate transfections
indicated. (C) The heterologous reporter constructs consisting of the cyclin D1
E2F site (CD1E2FLUC), the cyclin D1 Sp1 binding site (CD1Sp1LUC), and the
adenovirus E2F site (AdE2FLUC) were transfected with expression plasmids
encoding wild-type or mutant E2F-1 expression plasmids. Each result is shown as
the mean fold repression or induction = SEM for the number of separate
experiments indicated, with comparison normalized for the effect of the empty
expression vector cassette.

duction was abolished by mutation of the DNA binding do-
main (Fig. 3C).

CMV-E2F-1 also repressed cyclin D1 E2F reporter activity
sevenfold (mean = standard error of the mean [SEM], 7.4 +
1.8; n = 10) (data not shown). CMV-E2F-1 E132 did not
significantly repress the cyclin D1 E2F reporter. The cyclin D1
Spl1 site reporter was repressed fourfold (mean + SEM, 4.05 +
0.4; n = 6) by CMV-E2F-1 (data not shown). Together these
studies indicate that both the cyclin D1 E2F and the Spl-like
sequences are able to convey negative regulation in the pres-
ence of E2F-1.

The pRB binding domain, the DNA binding domain, and the
amino terminus of E2F-1 are involved in full repression of the
cyclin D1 promoter. In separate experiments we examined in
further detail the domains of E2F-1 required for repression of
the cyclin D1 promoter. A series of E2F-1 mutant expression
plasmids was assessed in conjunction with the —1745CD1LUC
reporter (Fig. 4A). The data are expressed relative to the
repression of the wild-type E2F-1 expression plasmid (100%).
Deletion of the DNA binding domain (E132) reduced repres-
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FIG. 4. Repression of the cyclin D1 promoter by E2F-1 requires the pRB
interactive domain and the amino terminus. (A) The wild-type (Wt) or mutant
CMV-E2F-1 expression vectors were cotransfected with the —1745CDILUC
reporter. Expression vector (300 to 600 ng) was transfected with —1745CD1LUC
(4.8 pg). Data are means = SEMs for the numbers of separate transfections
indicated. (B) The reporter constructs —1745CD1LUC and AJdE2FLUC were
transfected into the pRB-defective cell line SAOS2. Cotransfections were con-
ducted with expression vectors encoding E2F-1 (CMV-E2F-1 or pBPSTR1-
E2F-1). The induction of the reporters by E2F-1 is shown as the mean = SEM
for the number of separate transfections indicated.

sion by 50%. Deletion of the basic region (A113-120) did not
significantly reduce repression of the —1745CDI1LUC re-
porter. The amino terminus of E2F-1 has recently been shown
to regulate activity through an Spl site (63). Deletion of the
amino terminus (E2F-1 Al-88) reduced repression of
—1745CD1LUC activity by 27% (Fig. 4A). The deletion of the
leucine zipper region (A206-220) maintained at least 90% re-
pression of the promoter, suggesting that this region was dis-
pensable for the repression function. The E2F-1 mutant
Y411C binds DNA but is defective in pRB- and p107-depen-
dent function (7); in this experiment, it was severely defective
in repression function, which was less than 20% that of the wild
type (Fig. 4A). The E2F-1 double point mutant 411/421, which
has previously been shown to be selectively defective in over-
coming p107, while maintaining wild-type pRB repressor func-
tion (7), exhibited wild-type repression of cyclin D1, suggesting
that the p107 repressor function was not required for repres-
sion of the cyclin D1 promoter. Together these studies indicate
that the pRB binding and DNA binding domains of E2F-1 are
involved in full repression of the cyclin D1 promoter. In addi-
tion, the amino-terminal region, which was involved in repres-
sion through an Spl1 site, was also required for full repression
(63).

Because these studies suggested that pRB binding was re-
quired for E2F-1 inhibition of cyclin D1 promoter activity, we
assessed the effect of E2F-1 on cyclin D1 promoter activity in
the SAOS2 osteosarcoma cell line, which is functionally pRB
deficient. E2F-1, overexpressed from either the cytomegalovi-
rus expression vector or the tetracycline-regulated expression
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FIG. 5. pRB activation of the cyclin D1 promoter requires the pocket binding
domain. (A) The —1745CD1LUC reporter was cotransfected with expression
vectors encoding pRB into JEG-3 cells. The data shown are from a representa-
tive experiment and have been adjusted for the effect of the empty vector
cassette. (B) Data are the means = SEMs from four separate transfections in
which the ratio of pRB expression plasmid to reporter was 0.25:1.

vector pBPSTR1, induced the cyclin D1 promoter five- to
sixfold (Fig. 4B). The reporter construct containing the E2F
sequences from the AdE2 gene was also induced fivefold by
overexpression of E2F-1 (Fig. 4B). These studies suggest that
the ability of E2F-1 to repress the cyclin D1 promoter is cell
type dependent and may depend upon the presence of the pRB
protein.

Induction of the cyclin D1 gene promoter by pRB. The
transfection experiments using the E2F-1 mutants implicated
the pRB binding domain of E2F-1 in negative regulation of
cyclin D1 promoter activity, as the plasmid E2F-1 Y411C is
defective in pRB interactions and failed to repress the cyclin
D1 promoter. In order to examine the mechanism by which
pRB regulates cyclin D1 levels, transient expression studies
were carried out with wild-type and mutant pRB expression
plasmids in conjunction with the —1745CDI1LUC reporter
construct. A carboxy-terminal fragment of pRB referred to as
RB-SE has previously been shown to act as a dominant nega-
tive inhibitor of pRB function (74). The carboxy-terminal re-
gion of pRB is not conserved with p107; therefore, the domi-
nant negative activity of the RB-SE vector is thought to be
preferential or specific for inhibition of pRB function. pRB
activated the cyclin D1 promoter five- to sevenfold (mean; Fig.
5). The activation of the cyclin D1 promoter by pRB was
greater in 0.5% serum than in 10% serum (Fig. 5A). In ran-
domly cycling JEG-3 or NIH 3T3 cells, overexpression of
RB-SE inhibited basal cyclin D1 promoter activity, whereas
overexpression of the extreme pRB carboxy terminus (amino
acids 835 to 928) (RB-ME) did not affect cyclin D1 promoter
activity (Fig. 5B). These results are consistent with those of
previous studies demonstrating that cyclin D1 protein levels
are reduced in cell lines deficient in pRB (4, 49) and that
inhibition of gene expression by E2F-1 correlates with activa-
tion by pRB.

In order to determine whether the induction of cyclin D1
promoter activity by pRB involved the E2F and Sp1 sequences,
cotransfection experiments were conducted with the pRB ex-
pression vector (phRbc-SVE) (20). The —163CDI1LUC re-
porter was induced 2-fold by pRB (1.9 £ 0.2; n = 11); however,
the —141CD1LUC reporter was also induced 1.5-fold (1.5 *
0.3; n = 11), and the —163ASp1LUC reporter was induced
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FIG. 6. E2F-4 activates cyclin D1 promoter activity. JEG-3 (A and B) and
NIH 3T3 (C) cells were transfected with the reporter plasmid —1745CD1LUC,
—163CD1LUC, —141CD1LUC, AdE2FLUC, AdE2FmLUC, or MybLUC. Co-
transfections were conducted with the E2F-4 wild-type expression plasmid. Fold
effect is shown normalized for the effect of the expression vector cassette. Data
in panels B and C are means + SEMs for the numbers of experiments indicated.

1.4-fold (1.4 = 0.2; n = 12) (data not shown). These studies
suggest that the minimal pRB-responsive sequences are lo-
cated within the proximal promoter. pRB is capable of regu-
lating gene expression through interacting with a variety of
different transcription factors, including c-Myc and Ets-related
proteins (67), both of which have been shown to regulate cyclin
D1 through proximal promoter sequences.

E2F-4 activates the cyclin D1 promoter. In order to deter-
mine how the different E2F proteins regulate cyclin D1 pro-
moter activity, transient expression studies were performed
with JEG-3 cells. The —1745-bp cyclin D1 LUC reporter was
activated 3.5-fold by E2F-4 in JEG-3 cells (Fig. 6A and B). The
induction of the cyclin D1 promoter by E2F-4 was sustained to
—163 bp; however, deletion from —163 to —141 abolished
induction by E2F-4 (Fig. 6B). E2F-4 also activated the AdE2
viral E2F site 2.5-fold in JEG-3 cells (Fig. 6B). In order to
determine whether regulation of the cyclin D1 promoter by
E2F-4 was a common feature in other cell types, studies were
performed with NIH 3T3 and CHO cells. The —1745 cyclin D1
promoter was activated 4.5-fold by E2F-4 in NIH 3T3 cells
(Fig. 6C) and 5-fold by E2F-4 in CHO cells (data not shown).
These results were compared directly with the effect of E2F-4
on either the viral AJE2FLUC or the MybLUC reporter.
E2F-4 induced the AdE2 reporter 5.5-fold and induced the
Myb reporter 3.6-fold in NIH 3T3 cells (Fig. 6C). Together
these studies demonstrate that in normally cycling cells, E2F-4
is capable of activating the cyclin D1 promoter, and that full
induction requires sequences between —163 and —141 bp.

The proximal E2F-1 repressor site of the cyclin D1 promoter
binds Sp1-Sp3 and Sp4 proteins. Because the Spl site gov-
erned a component of E2F-regulated cyclin D1 expression, the
nature of the protein complexes binding to this region was
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FIG. 7. The proximal E2F-1 repressor element of the cyclin D1 promoter
binds Sp proteins. The y->*P-labelled cyclin D1 Sp1-like sequence (lanes 1 to 6)
or the canonical Spl site (lanes 7 to 11) was incubated with JEG-3 cell nuclear
extracts and specific antibodies to the Sp proteins or equal amounts of unrelated
antibody (NS) as indicated above each lane. Arrows indicate the predicted
proteins constituting the bands identified through supershifting or inhibition of
DNA binding.

assessed. Comparison was made between the Spl-like se-
quences from the cyclin D1 promoter and a wild-type Sp1 site.
Three complexes (A’ through C') were formed (Fig. 7, lane 1)
with the cyclin D1 Spl1 site. Band A’ was supershifted with the
Sp1 antibody (Fig. 7, lane 2), bands B’ and C’ were shifted with
the Sp3 antibody (Fig. 7, lane 4) and band A’ was abolished by
the Sp4 antibody (Fig. 7, lane 5). None of the bands were
shifted by either the Sp2 antibody (Fig. 7, lane 3), the E2F
antibodies, or antibodies to pRB, p107, or p130 (data not
shown). The wild-type Sp1 site formed four bands (a’ through
d") with mobilities related to, but different from, those of the
complexes binding the cyclin D1 Sp1 site. Band a’ was shifted
with Sp1 antibody (Fig. 7, lane 7), bands ¢’ and d’ were shifted
with the Sp3 antibody (Fig. 7, lane 9), and bands a’ and b” were
reduced with the Sp4 antibody (Fig. 7, lane 10).

The distal E2F site of the cyclin D1 promoter binds E2F-
DP-1. In order to examine the proteins binding to this region
of the cyclin D1 promoter distal E2F-1 repressor site in JEG-3
cells, nuclear extracts were incubated with the cyclin D1 E2F
site or with the wild-type AdE2 E2F site (Fig. 8A), and results
were compared.

The four nuclear complexes (a’ through d’) binding the
AdE2 E2F probe were competed by either the wild-type AdE2
E2F probe or the cyclin D1 E2F probe (Fig. 8A, lanes 1 to 4).
The cyclin D1 E2F probe also bound four nuclear complexes
(A’ through D) with mobilities similar to those of the com-
plexes bound by the AdE2 E2F site (Fig. 8A, lane 5). The
cyclin D1 E2F site binding complexes were competed by either
an excess (100-fold) of cyclin D1 E2F probe or the wild-type
AdE2 E2F probe but not by mutant AAE2 E2F sequences. The
AdE2 E2F site competed most efficiently for its cognate bind-
ing site (Fig. 8A; compare lanes 2 and 3), and the cyclin D1
E2F site competed most efficiently for binding to its cognate
binding site (Fig. 8A; compare lanes 6 and 7).

In order to establish the binding characteristics of the E2F
proteins in JEG-3 cell extracts, EMSA using the E2F site from
the viral AdE2a promoter and specific supershifting antibodies
were performed. The E2F-1 and E2F-2 antibodies did not
affect the complex (Fig. 8B, lanes 2 to 6). The E2F-4 antibody
affected bands a’, b’, and ¢’ (Fig. 8B, lane 7). Complex b” was
shifted with the pRB antibody (Fig. 8B, lane 9), and band a’
was shifted by the addition of the p107 antibodies (Fig. 8B,
lanes 10 and 11). The p130 antibody inhibited binding to band
a’ (Fig. 8, lane 12), and the DP-1 antibody reduced bands b’
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FIG. 8. The cyclin D1 promoter E2F-like sequences compete for nuclear
binding with the adenovirus E2F site. (A) The y->*P-labelled viral AdE2 E2F site
probe (lanes 1 to 4) or cyclin D1 E2F site (lanes 5 to 8) was incubated with JEG-3
cell nuclear extracts and a 100-fold molar excess of cold double-stranded specific
competitor for the AdE2 (Ad) or cyclin D1 (CD) E2F site or an equimolar
amount of mutant AJE2 E2F site competitor (NS). Arrows indicate specific
bands competed by double-stranded cognate competitor. (B) The viral AdE2
probe was incubated with nuclear extracts and antibodies (Ab) as indicated or
control serum (NS). The antibodies used were KH95 (lane 2), C-20 (lane 3),
KH20 (lane 4), L-20 (lane 5), C-20 (lane 6), C-108 (lane 7), PAb419 (lane 8),
XZ55 (the pRB antibody) (lane 9), SD15 (lane 10), SD6 (lane 11), C-20 (lane
12), and WTHI1 (lane 13).

and ¢’ and a component of band a’ (Fig. 8B, lane 13). The
control sera did not affect any of the complexes (Fig. 8B, lane
14). These data suggest that in these cells, band a’ of the AdE2
E2F site consists of p130, p107, E2F-4 and DP-1; band b’
consists of pRB-DP-1-E2F-4; and band ¢’ consists of free
E2F-4-DP-1. The finding that E2F-4 forms part of a pRB
complex is consistent with the findings of recent studies (14, 46,
68) showing pRB-E2F-4 complexes binding to the AdE2 E2F
site.

In order to determine whether E2F-1 was capable of binding
the cyclin D1 E2F site, in vitro-translated E2F-1 was incubated
with the y-**P-labelled cyclin D1 E2F site (Fig. 9A, lane 2) and
the binding pattern was compared with that found with equal
amounts of unprogrammed lysate (Fig. 9A, lane 1). A specific
band, designated A’, was formed in the presence of E2F-1
(Fig. 9A). Supershifts were conducted with antibodies to E2F-1
(C20, KH95, and KH20). The addition of the E2F-1-specific
antibodies supershifted the complex binding to the cyclin D1
E2F site (Fig. 9A, lanes 4 to 6), indicating that band A’ con-
tains E2F-1 protein. A comparison was made with the adeno-
virus E2F site. In vitro-translated E2F-1 bound the adenovirus
E2F site, and the E2F-1-specific antibodies supershifted the
complex (Fig. 9A, lanes 9 and 10). Supershifts were then con-
ducted with the cyclin D1 E2F site by using JEG-3 cell nuclear
extracts and antibodies to pRB, p107, and p130 (Fig. 9B, lanes
2 to 4, and Fig. 9C). The E2F-1 and E2F-2 antibodies, how-
ever, did not affect the complexes binding the cyclin D1 site
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FIG. 9. Binding of E2F-DP-1 proteins to the cyclin D1 promoter E2F-like
sequences. (A) The y->?P-labelled cyclin D1 E2F site (lanes 1 to 6) or the viral
AdE2 E2F site (lanes 7 to 10) was incubated with either unprogrammed in vitro
translate (lane 1) or in vitro translate programmed with the E2F-1 cDNA (lanes
2 to 10). Antibodies specific for E2F-1 were added as indicated above the lanes
and include KH95, C-20, and KH20. The A’ band (arrow) indicates specific
E2F-1 binding. NS, pAB419. (B and C) JEG-3 cell nuclear extracts were incu-
bated with the y->?P-labelled cyclin D1 E2F site either alone (lanes 1) or with the
addition of specific antibodies. (B) Antibodies to pRB (also called p105 [XZ55])
(lane 2), p107 (SD6) (lane 3), and p130 (C-30) (lane 4). Asterisks indicate
supershifted complexes. (C) Antibodies added for supershift were KHO5 (lane
2), C-20 (lane 3), KH20 (lane 4), LLF2 (lane 5), C-108 (lane 6), XZ55 (lane 7),
SD6 (lane 8), C-20 (lane 9), and WTHI (lane 10). Lane 11, control serum. NS,
pAB419.

(Fig. 9C, lanes 2 to 5). The E2F-4 antibody shifted the complex
binding band C’ (Fig. 9C, lane 6). The pRB antibody induced
a partial shift (Fig. 9C, lane 7), as did the p107 and p130
antibodies (Fig. 9C, lanes 8 and 9). On shorter exposures, pRB,
p107, and p130 appeared to be derived from band B’ (data not
shown). The DP-1 antibody shifted components of bands A’,
B’, C’, and D’ (Fig. 9C, lane 10). These studies suggest that the
cyclin D1 E2F site is capable of binding E2F-1 and that in
JEG-3 cell nuclear extracts, band A’ contains DP-1 and band
B’ contains DP-1 with contributions from pRB, p107, and
p130. Band C’ contains E2F-4-DP-1, and band D’ contains
DP-1. The additional constituents contributing to binding of
the cyclin D1 E2F site remain to be determined.

DISCUSSION

In these studies overexpression of E2F-1 inhibited CD,K
activity, cyclin D1 protein levels, and cyclin D1 promoter ac-
tivity. The inhibition of cyclin D1 promoter activity by E2F-1
required the amino terminus, the DNA binding domain, and
the pRB binding domain, while overexpression of pRB in-
duced cyclin D1 promoter activity. Two regions of the cyclin
D1 promoter were required for full repression by E2F-1. The
proximal site of the cyclin D1 promoter repressed by E2F-1
bound Spl. The E2F-1 amino terminus and DNA binding
domain were both required for regulation through Sp1 binding
sites, and these domains of E2F-1 were required for full re-
pression of the cyclin D1 promoter (63). The cyclin D1 Spl
binding site resembles a component of a cell cycle-regulated
repressor element found in the cdc2 and c¢dc25C gene promot-
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ers (82). Although the distal cyclin D1 promoter element re-
quired for repression by E2F-1 bound in vitro-translated
E2F-1, E2F-4-DP-1 and pRB—p107-p130 were identified as
the binding proteins in cell nuclear extracts, suggesting that the
effect of E2F-1 may be mediated indirectly. In conjunction with
the known role of cyclin D1 in promoting the phosphorylation
of pRB and, subsequently, the release of E2F-1, these findings
suggest that cyclin D1 is a downstream target of E2F-1 repres-
sion. E2F-1 contributes to the inhibition of CD,K activity and
expression through inhibition of cyclin D1 promoter activity.
E2F-1 inhibition of CD,K activity may limit the overexpression
of E2F-1, which can induce cellular apoptosis (22, 56, 57).

Our finding that the cyclin D1 promoter is transcriptionally
induced by pRB is consistent with previous observations that
the adenovirus E1A and simian virus 40 large T antigen, which
antagonize the action of pRB, reduce cyclin D1 mRNA abun-
dance (5, 37, 66). Cyclin D1 protein levels were reduced in
pRB-deficient cell lines (4, 41, 49), and cyclin D1 mRNA levels
were increased in cells transfected with a pRB expression vec-
tor (20). Although the pRB binding domain of E2F-1 was
required for repression of cyclin D1, deletion of the cyclin D1
E2F site did not abolish pRB activation (71), and pRB is not
required for all E2F-1-dependent functions (13, 62). The Spl
transactivation function can be induced by pRB (29), and the
pRB binding domain of E2F-1 was required for regulation of
Spl-dependent activity (63). In addition to Spl, pRB is also
capable of interacting with other transcription factors, includ-
ing Ets and Myc proteins, which regulate activity of the prox-
imal cyclin D1 promoter (1, 55). The mechanisms by which
pRB regulates the cyclin D1 promoter remain to be fully de-
termined.

E2F-4 induced the cyclin D1 promoter and bound the cyclin
D1 E2F site. Our data are consistent with a model in which the
release of E2F-4 in G,-G, induces cyclin D1 expression early in
G,, leading to the induction of CD,K activity. The phosphor-
ylation of pRB, induction of E2F-1, and release of E2F-1 are
associated with the induction of cyclin E and cyclin A (78) and
with induction of G,-phase progression (25). The induction of
cyclin D1 by E2F-4 is consistent with the temporal profile of
induction of E2F-4 during the cell cycle. Free E2F-4 is the
major complex induced during early G,-phase transition stim-
ulated by serum addition. In previous studies, the induction of
free E2F-4 preceded the induction of E2F-1 gene expression,
and the G,-phase regulatory genes induced by E2F-4 previ-
ously remained to be determined (46). The differential regu-
lation of cyclin D1 promoter activity by E2F-4 and E2F-1 is the
first description of differential regulation of a target promoter
by these two proteins, although E2F-4 and E2F-1 were previ-
ously shown to exhibit several functional differences. E2F-4
mRNA is expressed throughout the cell cycle and was induced
by serum in human keratinocytes early in G,, preceding the
induction of E2F-1 by several hours (14, 60). E2F-4 forms a
major component of the E2F binding complex in quiescent
cells and a component of the major free E2F activity found in
cycling cells (68). E2F-4, unlike E2F-1, displays high affinity for
p130 in quiescent cells and for p107 in cycling cells (68). In
vitro, E2F-4 selectively binds to the pocket domains of p130
and p107 but binds the pRB pocket poorly (60). E2F-4 over-
comes a p130-mediated G, arrest more efficiently than a pRB-
induced G, blockade (68). As the major form of E2F released
in response to mitogens early in G, the release of E2F-4 would
be predicted to occur coincident with the induction of cyclin
D1. The distinguishable temporal profiles of activity of E2F-4
and E2F-1 suggest that they may have distinct regulatory func-
tions during the cell cycle, conveyed through differential reg-
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ulation of target genes, which in these studies, include the
cyclin D1 gene.

The present studies provide some insight into the mecha-
nisms by which E2F-1 inhibits the cyclin D1 promoter. E2F-1-
mediated inhibition of the cyclin D1 promoter involved two
nuclear protein binding regions. The Spl binding site of the
cyclin D1 promoter was required for full repression by E2F-1.
In recent studies the Sp1 binding site of the cdc25C gene was
shown to be an important component of a cell-cycle-dependent
negative regulatory sequence (82). The repressor element in
the cdc25C gene was referred to as part of a cell cycle-depen-
dent element and was conserved with the cdc2 gene promoter
(82). An Spl site has recently been shown to convey regulation
by E2F-1 (26, 35, 63), and E2F-1 protein is capable of binding
Spl in vitro (26, 35). In the present study, the DNA binding
and pRB binding domains of E2F-1 were both required for
regulation of the cyclin D1 promoter, and these domains of
E2F-1 were also required for regulation of Spl-dependent
promoter activity (63). Because Spl is capable of binding
E2F-1 but not E2F-4, the interaction with Sp1 in trans may be
important in the differential regulation of the cyclin D1 pro-
moter by E2F-1 and E2F-4. The involvement of both the E2F
and Spl binding sites in negative regulation of the cyclin D1
promoter by E2F-1 suggests the possibility that E2F-1-Spl
complexes together have a specific role in repression of the
cyclin D1 promoter. Although E2F-1 was capable of binding to
the cyclin D1 promoter E2F site, E2F-4 and not E2F-1 bound
the E2F site in EMSA with cell nuclear extracts. These findings
suggest that either (i) E2F-1 binding occurs to the cyclin D1
E2F site and was not detected in these assays, or (ii) the
mechanism of repression through the E2F site is indirect and
independent of DNA binding. In this regard, it is possible that
under alternate conditions, E2F-1 binding to the cyclin D1
promoter may be detected by using cell extracts, either in
specific phases of the cell cycle or during differentiation. Al-
ternatively, in vivo footprinting (81) or deoxycholate release
may identify E2F-1 interactions that are not detected by
EMSA (62). Repression of cyclin D1 by E2F-1 through an
indirect mechanism could involve the induction of an addi-
tional factor by E2F-1 that represses the cyclin D1 promoter
through the E2F site, or the repression may be mediated
through competition for a positive regulator of transcription,
such as E2F-4, by heterodimerizing with a critical partner re-
quired for activation, such as DP-1.

The distal cyclin D1 promoter sequence required for tran-
scriptional repression by E2F-1 bound E2F-4-DP-1-p107. The
E2F proteins, in conjunction with their heterodimeric partners,
the DPs, regulate gene transcription, at least in part, by binding
the E2F site. Like the cyclin D1 gene, several other genes
induced during the G,-S phase of the cell cycle are also targets
of repression by E2F-1. The E2F site in the promoter of the
E2F-1 and the B-Myb genes convey negative regulation by
E2F-1 during S-phase transition (24, 33). The E2F binding site
of the cyclin D1 promoter is homologous with but distinguish-
able from the E2F sites in the promoters of the B-Myb and
cyclin A genes (19). In our studies, the E2F-1 DNA binding
domain was required for full repression of the cyclin D1 pro-
moter. The E2F-1 mutant Y411C was defective in repression
of the cyclin D1 promoter but maintained wild-type transacti-
vation of the AdE2 E2F site (7), indicating that the repression
function and transactivation properties of E2F-1 are disso-
ciable. Within the carboxy terminus of E2F-1, distinct muta-
tions interfered with cyclin D1 repressor function of E2F-1, as
the mutant E2F-1 411/421 repressed the cyclin D1 promoter
but the E2F-1 Y411C mutant was defective in repression. In
this regard, it is of interest that dissociable domains of E2F-1
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are also involved in the induction of apoptosis and the ability
to transactivate the AdE2 enhancer E2F site (22, 56). The
E2F-1 DNA binding domain was required for E2F-1-mediated
apoptosis, but the transactivation function of E2F-1 was dis-
pensable (22, 56). Together these studies suggest that the
transactivation function of E2F-1 can be separated from other
properties of E2F-1, including the ability to repress cyclin D1
promoter activity and the ability to induce apoptosis. It has
been proposed that cyclin D1 may contribute to either the
induction (16, 31, 79) or the inhibition of apoptosis (32), de-
pending upon the cell type. DT40 lymphoma cells, in which
cyclin D1 was selectively deleted, were more prone to radia-
tion-induced apoptosis, and the reintroduction of cyclin D1
inhibited the increase in apoptotic cells (32). In MEFs, rodent
neuronal cells, and mouse mammary epithelial cells, cyclin D1
overexpression sensitizes cells to apoptosis-inducing agents
(16, 31, 79). Our studies support the notion that different
domains of the E2F-1 protein regulate distinct functions, and
further studies will be required to determine whether the in-
hibition of cyclin D1 and the induction of apoptosis correlate
in these cells.

The nuclear protein complexes binding the cyclin D1 E2F
site were similar to yet distinguishable from the E2F site of the
AdE2 gene. E2F-4 and DP-1 were the main components of the
AdE2 E2F site, and the cyclin D1 promoter E2F site bands A’,
B’, and C’ contained DP-1, and band C’ contained E2F-4. In
conjunction with E2F-4-DP-1, both the cyclin D1 E2F site and
the E2F site of the AdE2 gene promoter bound pRB, p130,
and p107. The heterodimeric partner bound to DP-1 at the
cyclin D1 E2F site, which contributes to the main band, B’,
remains to be determined. The main cyclin D1 E2F binding
complex, band B’, did not contain E2F-4, yet this band was the
primary complex induced during serum- or growth factor-in-
duced G, phase progression (71). Recent studies have identi-
fied the presence of an E2F-DP complex which contained a
novel species of E2F, which is induced during S phase (46).
The role of this currently unidentified DP-binding protein,
likely in the E2F family, remains to be determined and may be
important in the differential regulation of the cyclin D1 gene by
E2F-1 and E2F-4.

Distinguishable combinatorial interactions between the E2F
proteins and their pocket proteins, the binding of these com-
plexes to the cyclin promoters, and the induction of the activity
of these complexes by the cyclins together likely contribute to
the distinct temporal profiles of cyclin gene regulation during
the cell cycle. In previous studies, E2F-4 binding activity to the
AdE2 E2F site shifted during normal G,-phase progression
from a p130 complex to pl07 and pRB (46). p130 becomes
hyperphosphorylated and decreases in abundance as cells pass
through G, phase and pl07 abundance increases (68, 78).
Expression of cyclin D1 is induced during G,-phase progres-
sion, while expression of cyclin A increases later in S phase as
E2F-1 levels increase and as cyclin D1 mRNA levels decrease
(37, 65). Like the cyclin D1 promoter E2F site, the cyclin A
promoter variant E2F site, which is involved in cyclin E-in-
duced expression of cyclin A, also binds E2F-4-p107 proteins
(78). Both cyclin D1 (61) and cyclin E (78) can induce the
cyclin A promoter. Induction of the cyclin A promoter by
cyclin E is associated with unaltered p107-E2F binding at the
cyclin A promoter E2F site, whereas cyclin D1 overexpression
leads to dissociation of the p107-E2F complex (78). The cyclin
A promoter was induced 10-fold by E2F-1 in NIH 3T3 cells
(18a), but cyclin D1 promoter activity was repressed by E2F-1.
The differential regulation of the cyclin D1 and cyclin A pro-
moters by E2F-1 and the differential effects of cyclin D1 and
cyclin E abundance on the composition of the proteins binding
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to the cyclin D1 and cyclin E promoters may contribute to the
specificity in regulation of the G, cyclin promoters during cell
cycle progression. With the delineation of the functional E2F
and Spl binding sites of the cyclin D1 promoter herein, the
contribution of the subtle differences in E2F binding sites be-
tween the G;-phase cyclin promoters to differences in cell
cycle-regulated transcription can now be examined in detail.
Distinct E2F-pocket protein complexes may convey distinct
transcriptional effects at a given E2F site, and the nature of
these complexes is likely important in the differential regula-
tion of the G;-phase cyclins and the E2F genes.
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