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Retraction Note: Norcantharidin 
combined with Coix seed 
oil synergistically induces 
apoptosis and inhibits 
hepatocellular carcinoma growth 
by downregulating regulatory T 
cells accumulation
Dan Wang , Chendong Yang , Zhuien Wang , Yi Yang , Defang Li , Xiaojie Ding , Wenjuan Xu  & 
Qiusheng Zheng 

Retraction of: Scientific Reports https://​doi.​org/​10.​1038/​s41598-​017-​09668-2, published online 24 August 2017

The Editors have retracted this Article. After publication, concerns were raised regarding the images presented 
in the figures, specifically:

- Figure 2a HepG2 images appear highly similar to Fig. 1b of1;

- Figure 2b HepG2 Control and NCTD 0 h images appear highly similar;

- Figure 3d HepG2/ADM b-actin appears highly similar to lanes 2–5 of Fig. 5c b-actin;

- Figure 7d CTLA-4 appears highly similar to PGAM5 in Fig. 6b of2.

The Authors have provided the underlying raw data, which suggest that the colony formation experiment 
results in Fig. 2a were based one well per group, and a number of wound healing images provided for Fig. 2b 
representing different repeats appear to originate from the same samples. Additionally, Fig. 5c FoxP3 and b-actin 
blots appear to be differently spliced.

The Editors therefore no longer have confidence in the presented data.

Wenjuan Xu agrees to this retraction. Defang Li and Qiusheng Zheng have not responded to any correspondence 
from the Publisher about this retraction. The Publisher has not been able to obtain current email addresses for 
Dan Wang, Chendong Yang, Zhuien Wang, Yi Yang and Xiaojie Ding.
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Open Access   This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 International 
License, which permits use, sharing, adaptation, distribution and reproduction in any medium or 

format, as long as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, provide a link to the 
Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes were made. The images or other third party material in this 
article are included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated otherwise in a credit line to the 
material. If material is not included in the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will need to obtain permission directly from 
the copyright holder. To view a copy of this licence, visit http://​creat​iveco​mmons.​org/​licen​ses/​by/4.​0/.
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