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Dear Editor,
I thank Dr. San Juan1 for her interest in my short article2 

regarding the impending measles outbreak in the Philippines for 
this current year, 2023–2024. Her response served as an excellent 
follow-up in expanding and enriching my claims on the history of 
measles in the country and how low vaccination rates, vaccine 
hesitancy, and suspension of immunization services due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic have made it challenging to address this 
public health issue.

The esteemed author also enumerated the great initiative of the 
Department of Health (DOH) through the National 
Immunization Program (NIP) in implementing different vaccina
tion strategies to address this persistent problem. These strategies 
focused on routine immunization for infants, children, and 
women in every barangay, supplemental immunization activities 
(SIA), and strengthening vaccine-preventable disease surveillance. 
They were indeed beautiful and seemingly perfect techniques, but 
as the author remarked, “It seems like the Philippines is still far 
from realizing the elimination of measles in the country.” The lack 
of coordination between central and local governments weakens 
NIP. There is an overlapping role between central and local 
governments in financing birth doses of vaccines through reim
bursement of infant care packages. Central and local relations 
have led to communication and collaboration issues, resulting in 
low performance of coverage. There needs to be a stronger flow of 
information where vertical programs and feedback mechanisms 
make the immunization program inefficient. Further, there needs 
to be more accountability between central and local authorities on 
immunization delivery. There is a “push” from the central level 
instead of a “pull” system for immunization with limited data and 
information exchange on local needs, which affects stock levels 
and the supply chain.3

The author also emphasized interesting proposals to increase 
vaccination rates to prevent future measles outbreaks. These pro
posals primarily involve women, such as the government and 
health sector, providing recommendations for vaccinating 
women in the reproductive age group, enhancing prenatal and 
postnatal care services, and improving patient education on 
immunizations. I fully support these alternative strategies since 
they are doable, scientifically based, and practiced in other coun
tries, especially because empowering women will motivate them 
to become more responsible mothers. The government and the 

private sector’s support will lessen their worries and stress in 
performing their parental duties.

On the other hand, I want to emphasize that whatever strate
gies and programs are created to achieve a higher vaccination rate, 
if there is no “will” to implement them, it will not matter signifi
cantly and will have a minimal effect. These interventions must 
not remain as “empty promises” to justify that a particular sector is 
doing its mandate. They have to be actualized and implemented 
unconditionally; there should be accountability when challenges 
come. Accountability corrects the mistakes in a particular pro
gram and validates its sincere nature. We deal with peoples’ health; 
nothing is more important than preserving one’s life at all costs.

Acknowledgments

I thank De La Salle University for continuously supporting my research 
endeavor.

Disclosure statement

No potential conflict of interest was reported by the author(s).

Funding

The author(s) reported there is no funding associated with the work 
featured in this article.

ORCID

Dalmacito A. Cordero Jr http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8062-1242

References

1. San Juan FG. Re-examining the measles outbreak in the Philippines: 
strengthening the vaccination program through women. Hum Vaccin 
Immunother. 2024. doi:10.1080/21645515.2024.2359808  .

2. Cordero DA Jr. Another measles outbreak in the Philippines? The 
essentiality of a successful vaccination program and public 
cooperation. Hum Vaccin Immunother. 2024;20(1):2312605. doi:10. 
1080/21645515.2024.2312605  .

3. Asian Development Bank. Second health system enhancement to 
address and limit COVID-19 under the Asia Pacific vaccine access 
facility: report and recommendation of the president. 2021 
[accessed 2024 May 3]. https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/ 
linked-documents/54171-003-ssa.pdf.

CONTACT Dalmacito A. Cordero dalmacito.cordero@dlsu.edu.ph Department of Theology and Religious Education, De La Salle University, 2401 Taft Avenue, 
Manila 1004, Philippines.

HUMAN VACCINES & IMMUNOTHERAPEUTICS     
2024, VOL. 20, NO. 1, 2359817 
https://doi.org/10.1080/21645515.2024.2359817

© 2024 The Author(s). Published with license by Taylor & Francis Group, LLC.  
This is an Open Access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial License (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/), which permits 
unrestricted non-commercial use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited. The terms on which this article has been published allow the 
posting of the Accepted Manuscript in a repository by the author(s) or with their consent.

http://orcid.org/0000-0001-8062-1242
https://doi.org/10.1080/21645515.2024.2359808
https://doi.org/10.1080/21645515.2024.2312605
https://doi.org/10.1080/21645515.2024.2312605
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/linked-documents/54171-003-ssa.pdf
https://www.adb.org/sites/default/files/linked-documents/54171-003-ssa.pdf
http://www.tandfonline.com
https://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1080/21645515.2024.2359817&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2024-06-04

	Acknowledgments
	Disclosure statement
	Funding
	ORCID
	References

