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Following the publication of the above article, a concerned
reader drew to the Editor’s attention that the authors had
referred to a non-existent test (a “Begger’s funnel plot”) in the
“Publication bias” subsection of the Results (on p. 95).

The authors were asked to comment upon the matter, but
the Editorial Office did not receive a reply from them within
the requested time-frame for responding. Given that the
authors did not choose to reply to address this concern, the
Editor has decided that this paper should be retracted from the
journal. The Editor also apologizes to the readership for any
inconvenience caused.
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