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Retraction note to:  
Quality of Life Research (2022) 31:3253–3266  
https://doi.org/10.1007/s11136-022-03197-w

This article has been retracted at the request of the authors. 
An honest error occurred while exporting data from the 
original EORTC dataset which was stored as SAS and then 
transformed into Excel and from Excel into SPSS, signifi-
cantly affecting the results and conclusions. A revised manu-
script, reporting the correct data, will be submitted to the 
journal where it will be subject to conventional peer review. 
We would like to apologize to the scientific community, the 
editors, and the reviewers for this mistake. Ivan Caramanna, 
Martin Klein, Martin van den Bent, Ahmed Idbaih, Wolf-
gang Wick, Martin J. B. Taphoorn, Linda Dirven and Jaap 
C. Reijneveld agree to this retraction. Andrew Bottomley 
did not respond to correspondence from the Editor about 
this retraction.

Open Access This article is licensed under a Creative Commons Attri-
bution 4.0 International License, which permits use, sharing, adapta-
tion, distribution and reproduction in any medium or format, as long 
as you give appropriate credit to the original author(s) and the source, 
provide a link to the Creative Commons licence, and indicate if changes 
were made. The images or other third party material in this article are 
included in the article’s Creative Commons licence, unless indicated 
otherwise in a credit line to the material. If material is not included in 
the article’s Creative Commons licence and your intended use is not 
permitted by statutory regulation or exceeds the permitted use, you will 
need to obtain permission directly from the copyright holder. To view a 
copy of this licence, visit http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Publisher's Note Springer Nature remains neutral with regard to 
jurisdictional claims in published maps and institutional affiliations.

The original article can be found online at https:// doi. org/ 10. 1007/ 
s11136- 022- 03197-w.
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