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Rare Case of Cellular Neurothekeoma in an Infant 
with an Asymptomatic Abdominal Nodule
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Case Presentation

A 5-month-old healthy male presented with a 3-month history 

of a small nodule on the skin of the trunk. Physical examina-

tion revealed a pink nontender roundish domed nodule with a 

smooth surface and a stretched texture 6 mm in diameter on 

the midline of the abdomen (Figure 1). The differential diagno-

sis included Spitz nevus, fibrous tumor, and xanthogranuloma. 

Dermoscopy revealed a whitish pink non-structured central 

area with dilated linear irregular unfocused vessels peripherally. 

Histological examination showed a mesenchymal neoplasm 

with the WHO 2018/2023 spectrum of histological features 

and immunophenotypic profile of cellular neurothekeoma.

Teaching Point

Cellular neurothekeoma (CN) is an uncommon benign soft 

tissue dermal neoplasm.  It can occur on any cutaneous 

location but is commonly seen on the upper limbs of young 

children and adolescents [1]. CN tumors show increased 

cellularity, a lack of myxoid stroma, negativity to S100 

protein, and often positivity to NK1C3 (CD57). Unlike the 

classical type of neurothekeoma (nerve sheath myxoma) 

in the cellular variant of the tumor, a histiocytic or fibro-

histiocytic differentiation has been suggested by recent 

evidence.

Dermatoscopic diagnosis is challenging because CN 

is not distinctive, featuring arborizing vessels on a reddish 

background, whitish streak areas, or peripheral pigment net-

work. So, it is often mistaken for basal cell carcinoma or 

dermatofibroma [2].

In conclusion, although it is rare to see a CN in infancy, 

it is important to keep in mind this kind of tumor in the 

differential diagnosis of nodular lesions in pediatric age. It is 

crucial to recognize this entity in children to prevent misdi-

agnosis and excessively aggressive treatments.
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Figure 1. (A) Photo of neurothekeoma. (B) Videodermoscopy scan. (C) Histology.
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