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as normal cats, and this means they are more
likely to suffer heavy flea burdens, and there
are all sorts of adverse gastrointestinal
sequelae that result from excessive ingestion
of hair.3 Finally, they have some sort of defect
in innate or cell-mediated immunity that
permits the ubiquitous dermatophyte
Microsporum canis to invade the dermis to
produce disfiguring pseudomycetomas that
are notoriously hard to cure (Fig 2).4

We likely are preaching to the converted
because subscribers to this journal clearly care
greatly for feline welfare. There is more than
enough diversity in coat colour, coat length,
size and personality in domestic moggies and
the sound pedigree breeds. There is no need
whatsoever to perpetuate the breeding of
bizarre mutant cats that could not exist without
veterinary interventions. We don’t want to go
down the path of the canine world, where
extreme types (the bulldog, for example)
continue to be bred despite obvious defects that
greatly compromise their health and longevity.5
Plainly, it would be nothing less than cruel.

The solution is obvious: ban the breeding
of these extreme brachycephalic types. Some have
even been so bold as to suggest banning
Persian and Exotic shorthairs entirely! 

What would be the best way to achieve this
end? For sure, we have to change the breed
standards. Now. Not next year. Perhaps we
need to enlist the help of organisations such 
as the RSPCA to press cruelty charges on the
breeders of these cats – there is no doubt in
our minds that many of these cats will have
an unhappy life without reconstructive
surgery and ongoing veterinary interventions.

Our misgivings are not restricted to these 
two breeds. We are concerned, too, about
Siamese and Oriental cats. A reasonable
proportion of Siamese-style cats have
congenital wiring faults in their visual neural
pathways causing absent stereopsis with

epiphenomena such as strabismus and
pendular nystagmus. This has been known
since 1971 when it was characterised by Nobel
laureates Hubel and Wiesel6 – but have we
done anything about it? Do we need a
quantitative volumetric MRI study to show
that breeding for the extreme wedge-shaped
head conformation has resulted in
microencephaly? There are still countries that
permit Scottish Fold cats to be shown and bred
– even though most of them develop variably
severe arthritis for the whole of their life.7
Similarly, Manx cats are prone to spina bifida
and associated complications (Fig 3),8 which
may be irreparable or require surgical
intervention. Why would you deliberately
breed a cat that doesn’t have a tail – a structure
so elegant and functional, and so ‘catty’?

We applaud the authors of the current
study, but remind readers that there is
absolutely no point having sophisticated
diagnostics, like helical CT, if we are not
prepared to complement these with common-
sense recommendations about how to breed
cats that might be expected to live a long,
happy and healthy life with minimum
recourse to veterinary interventions.
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FIG 2
Pseudomycetoma 
on the hindlimb of `
a Persian cat 
with diffuse
dermatophytosis 
due to Microsporum
canis. Such cats
almost certainly have
an inherited immune
deficiency affecting
either innate or cell-
mediated immunity

FIG 3 Painful meningocele in
a Manx cat with spina bifida
and sacrococcygeal
dysgenesis. Radiographic
contrast medium (iohexol) 
has been injected into the
outpocketing of the meninges.
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