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A variety of pathogens use CD46, a ubiquitously expressed membrane protein that regulates complement
activation, as a cellular attachment receptor. While the CD46 binding sites of several pathogens, including
measles virus, Neisseria gonorrhea, and human herpesvirus 6, have been described, the region of CD46
responsible for adenovirus binding has not been determined. In this study, we used competition experiments
with known CD46 ligands, CD46-specific antibodies, and a set of CD46 mutants to localize the binding domain
for the group B adenovirus serotype 35 (Ad35). Our results show that Ad35 competes with measles virus for
binding to CD46 but not with complement protein C3b. We further show that this interaction is a protein-
protein interaction and that N glycosylations do not critically contribute to infection with Ad35 fiber-containing
Ad vectors. Our data demonstrate that the native conformation of the CCP2 domain is crucial for Ad35 binding
and that the substitution of amino acids at positions 130 to 135 or 152 to 156 completely abolishes the receptor
function of CD46. These regions localize to the same planar face of CD46 and likely form an extended
adenovirus binding surface, since no single amino acid substitution within these areas eliminates virus
binding. Finally, we demonstrate that the infection with a virus possessing human group B serotype Ad11 fibers
is also mediated by the CCP2 domain. This information is important to better characterize the mechanisms of
the receptor recognition by adenovirus relative to other pathogens that interact with CD46, and it may help in
the design of antiviral therapeutics against adenovirus serotypes that use CD46 as a primary cellular attach-

ment receptor.

Understanding how a pathogen interacts with its cellular
receptor is a fundamental aspect of virus-host interactions.
Delineating these interactions can help to understand viral
tropism and can provide novel targets for antiviral therapeu-
tics. CD46, or membrane cofactor protein, is a ubiquitously
expressed transmembrane protein belonging to the regulators
of complement activation family (24, 41). In addition to its role
in preventing complement damage to normal cells, this protein
has been described as a cellular receptor for a variety of patho-
gens, including Neisseria and Streptococcus strains, as well as
measles virus (especially the Edmonston strain), human her-
pesvirus 6, bovine viral diarrhea virus, and different adenovirus
serotypes (9, 18, 29, 33, 38, 40, 48, 55). For several of these
pathogens the binding sites within CD46 have been described;
however, it is still unknown how adenovirus interacts with
CD4o6.

CD46, a membrane-linked glycoprotein, was first described
for its complement binding and regulatory properties (re-
viewed in reference 24). In humans, there are four major
isoforms of CD46 (BC1, BC2, C1, and C2), depending on the
alternative splicing of a region encoding an extracellular do-
main and the choice between one or two cytoplasmic tails, Cyt1
and Cyt2 (36). CD46 attaches to complement fragments C3b
and C4b that are bound to host cells and then serves as a
cofactor for their targeted destruction by the plasma serine
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protease, factor I (42). This system protects normal cells from
the damaging effects of inadvertent complement activation.
Human malignant cells significantly up-regulate CD46 expres-
sion (14, 19, 32, 52). Therefore, high levels of CD46 on the cell
surface may represent a mechanism for tumor cell survival in
the host. Four modules, termed complement control protein
(CCP) domains CCP1, CCP2, CCP2, and CCP4, form the
major part of the extracellular domain of CD46. CCPs contain
three N-linked glycosylation sites. Following the CCPs is an
area enriched in serines, threonines, and prolines (STP do-
main) that is a site for O glycosylation. This region undergoes
alternative splicing, as does the cytoplasmic tail domain. These
splicing events result in four CD46 isoforms, ranging in mo-
lecular mass from 55 to 65 kDa. The domains of CD46 impor-
tant for C3b/C4b binding and cofactor activity have been
mapped to CCP2, CCP3, and CCP4 (25). CCP1 and CCP2
interact with measles virus hemagglutinin (H) (3, 15, 27, 28).
Human herpesvirus 6 binds to CCP2 and CCP3, while Neisseria
gonorrhoeae has been shown to require CCP3 and the STP
domain for CD46 binding (13, 17). Binding of Streptococcus
pyogenes to human epithelial cells requires CCP2 and CCP3
(10).

We and others have recently shown that various serotypes of
adenovirus can use CD46 as a cellular receptor (9, 40, 48, 55).
Adenovirus serotypes are divided into six groups (A to F), and
all serotypes except those from group B have been shown to
use the coxsackievirus and adenovirus receptor (CAR) as a
primary cellular attachment receptor. This occurs via interac-
tions of CAR with the trimeric viral fiber knob domain (1, 2,
35, 46). CD46 appears to be a major cellular receptor for all
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group B adenoviruses as well as for the group D serotype 37.
However, the manner in which these adenoviruses interact
with CD46 is still unknown. Segerman et al. (40) found that
adenovirus serotype 11 (Ad11) infection of CD46-expressing
cells could be partially blocked by antibodies against CCP3 and
CCP4, while Wu et al. (55) described Ad37 binding to be
localized to CCP1 and CCP2. In this study, we employed a
panel of CD46 mutants to localize the adenovirus binding
domain on CD46, using Ad35 as a representative group B Ad.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Viruses and cell lines. Chinese hamster ovary K-1 (CHO) and 293T cells were
purchased from the American Type Culture Collection. CHO cells stably ex-
pressing the C2 isoform of CD46 (CHO-C2) were described previously (23).
Chimeric adenoviruses, based on serotype 5 but possessing the fiber shaft and
knob domains of serotype 35 (Ad5/35) or serotype 11-Slobitski strain (Ad5/11),
were previously constructed and contain green fluorescent protein (GFP) as a
transgene under the control of the cytomegalovirus promoter (45, 49).

Competition experiments. For C3b competition experiments, CHO-K1 and
CHO-C2 cells were seeded in 12-well plates, and on the following day cells were
preincubated with various concentrations (1 to 50 pg/ml) of human purified C3b
fragment (Antigen Site, San Diego, CA) in 150 ul phosphate-buffered saline
(PBS) for 10 min at room temperature. Ad5/35GFP virus was added at a mul-
tiplicity of infection (MOI) of 25 PFU/cell in a volume of 150 .l of F12K growth
medium and incubated at room temperature for 30 min. Cells were subsequently
washed and then incubated overnight at 37°C. The following day, cells were
analyzed for GFP expression by flow cytometry using a FACScan instrument
(Becton Dickinson, San Jose, CA).

For measles virus hemagglutinin competition, a baculovirus expressing 3-ga-
lactosidase and a membrane-anchored measles virus hemagglutinin protein were
used (gift of Eric Hsu). High-Five cells (gift of Yasuko Mori) were infected with
the baculovirus and allowed to express the transgenes for 48 h. Following this
incubation, the insect cells were added to confluent monolayers of CHO-K1 or
CHO-C2 cells that had been preincubated with recombinant Ad35 or Ad5 fiber
knob domain at a concentration of 100 wg/ml. After incubation for 30 min at
room temperature, the supernatant containing unbound High-Five cells was
removed and the monolayers were washed with PBS twice. A set of cultures were
then fixed with 2% glutaraldehyde and stained using X-Gal (5-bromo-4-chloro-
3-indolyl-B-p-galactopyranoside) (Roche, Alameda, CA). Another set of cul-
tures were lysed, and B-galactosidase activity was measured using a reporter kit
(Roche, Alameda, CA).

For antibody competition experiments, 1.5 X 10° CHO-C2 cells were prein-
cubated with either Tra2.10, GB24, or M75 anti-CD46 antibodies (25) at 5 pg/ml
in 200 pl PBS for 30 min at room temperature. Ad5/35GFP was added at an MOI
of 5 PFU/cell in 200 pl PBS and left for 30 min at room temperature, after which
the cells were washed once and incubated overnight at 37°C. GFP expression was
measured 24 h later using fluorescence-activated cell sorting.

CD46 deglycosylation. To determine optimal concentrations of tunicamycin
(Sigma, St. Louis, MO), CHO-C2 cells were plated on 12-well plates and incu-
bated with various concentrations of tunicamycin from 0.01 to 0.50 wg/ml for
48 h. Cells were then collected, and lysates were separated using sodium dodecyl
sulfate-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis. Proteins were blotted and probed
with a polyclonal rabbit antibody against CD46. Control recombinant CD46
protein was produced using baculovirus and contains the extracellular domain of
CD46 only (31). For infection experiments, optimal concentrations of tunicamy-
cin were used on cells for 48 h, after which cells were infected at an MOI of 10
with Ad5/35GFP for 1 hour at 37°C and then washed and incubated overnight.
GFP expression was measured by fluorescence-activated cell sorting analysis.

Studies with mutant CD46 constructs. For stably transfected cell lines deleted
of CCP1 or CCP2, stably transfected clones were isolated from a population of
transfected cells by selection using G418 (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, CA) at 0.5
mg/ml. Individual clones were then plated at limiting dilutions and assessed for
CD46 expression using CD46-specific antibodies. Isolated clones with expression
levels equal to CHO-C2 cells were chosen and plated in 12-well plates. Cells were
infected with Ad5/35GFP or Ad5/11GFP at an MOI of 5 PFU/cell for 30 min at
37°C and assessed for GFP expression 24 h postinfection.

Plasmids containing the coding regions for CD46 mutants deleted of CCP2, -3
and -4 (pl/4); CCP1, -3, and -4 (pIl/4); or CCP3 and -4 (pI+II/4) under the
control of the T7 phage promoter were kindly provided by R. Cataneo (Mayo
Clinic, Rochester, MN) (4). For transient expression of mutated CD46, these
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plasmids were transfected into CHO cells using Fugene reagent (Roche, Alam-
eda, CA), followed by infection with vaccinia virus expressing T7 RNA polymer-
ase as described in detailed in (4). Twenty-four hours after plasmid transfection,
CHO cells were infected with Ad5/35GFP vector at an MOI of 10 PFU/cell.
Virus was removed 2 hours later, and cells were washed and incubated for
another 24 h. The percentage of GFP-expressing cells and the mean GFP fluo-
rescence were determined by flow cytometry.

Constructs with substitutions in CCP2 were transfected into CHO cells by
using Lipofectamine. Briefly, 0.85 ug DNA was added to 3 pl Lipofectamine
(Invitrogen, Carlsbad, CA), and the mixture was added to 2 X 10° CHO-K1 cells.
(The transfection efficiency was routinely between 35 and 40% for CHO cells and
all derivatives of this cell line.) To assess CD46 expression levels, at 48 h
following transfection, cells were removed from wells by incubation with Versen
solution (Earle’s balanced salt solution plus 2 mM EDTA). Cells were then
incubated for 1 h with a 1:500 dilution of J4-48 monoclonal antibody against
CCP1 of CD46 (Research Diagnostics, Flanders, NJ). Cells were washed twice
and incubated for 30 min with a fluorescein isothiocyanate-conjugated anti-
mouse secondary antibody (Molecular Probes, Eugene, OR) and then analyzed
using flow cytometry. For infection analysis, at 48 h posttransfection, cells were
infected with Ad5/35 at an MOI of 10 PFU/cell for 1 h at 37°C. Cells were
washed, incubated overnight at 37°C, and assessed for GFP expression the
following day by flow cytometry.

Single point mutation constructs were also assessed in a similar manner.
CHO-K1 cells were transfected in 12-well plates with 1 wg DNA mixed with 4 .l
Fugene 6 (Roche, Alameda, CA) diluted in serum-containing medium. (The
transfection efficiency with Fugene was about 60%.) Twenty-four hours after
transfection, cells were assessed for CD46 expression as described above and
were infected and analyzed for GFP expression.

CD46 modeling. Crystal structure data were modeled using RasMol (39) from
protein data bank files of the crystal structures of CCP1 and CCP2 of CD46 (5).

RESULTS

Virus with Ad35 fiber knob domain competes with measles
virus hemagglutinin but not C3b for infection. To localize the
binding site of Ad35 within CD46, we employed known ligands
of CD46 as competitors for Ad35 binding. For adenovirus
infectivity studies, we used a chimeric adenovirus based on
serotype 5 but displaying the receptor-interacting knob domain
of serotype 35 and expressing GFP as a reporter gene (AdS/
35GFP). Our earlier studies showed that this chimeric virus
has a tropism that mimics that of wild-type Ad35 (45).

To assess competition with complement fragments (that
bind to CCP3 and CCP4 domains of CD46), we infected either
CHO cells or CHO cells stably expressing the C2 isoform of
CD46 (CHO-C2) with Ad5/35GFP in the presence of increas-
ing amounts of complement factor C3b. As expected, CD46
expression conferred efficient infection of CHO cells by AdS/
35GFP. However, even at a concentration of 50 pg/ml, C3b did
not inhibit infection of Ad5/35 as determined by mean GFP
fluorescence (Fig. 1A).

Measles virus interacts with CD46 through its hemagglutinin
protein. Several studies have localized this binding to CCP1
and CCP2 of CD46 (3, 15, 28). In order to determine whether
measles virus and adenovirus compete for binding on CD46,
we used a convenient binding assay developed by Hsu et al.
(15). We used a baculovirus expressing both B-galactosidase
and a cell surface-localized measles virus H protein. This sys-
tem allowed us to track and quantify (via B-galactosidase ac-
tivity) binding of infected insect cells to CD46-expressing
CHO-C2 cells. We preincubated either CHO or CHO-C2 cells
with saline, recombinant Ad5, or recombinant Ad35 fiber knob
domain. We have previously shown that these fiber knob do-
mains bind to cell surface receptors CAR and CD46, respec-
tively, and efficiently block Ad infection (43). Next we applied
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FIG. 1. Ad5/35GFP competes with measles virus but not C3b for binding to CD46. (A) Mean GFP fluorescence of CHO or CHO-C2 cells
following infection with Ad5/35GFP in the presence of increasing concentrations of purified human C3b. (B) Visualization of B-galactosidase-
producing insect cells attached to either CHO or CHO-C2 cells following preincubation with either saline (no knob), recombinant Ad5 knob, or
recombinant Ad35 knob. (C) B-Galactosidase activity of cell lysates from monolayers of either CHO or CHO-C2 cells preincubated with saline
(black bars) or Ad35 knob (gray bars) and then incubated with insect cells expressing measles virus hemagglutinin protein and B-galactosidase.

RLU, relative light units. Error bars indicate standard deviations.

baculovirus-infected insect cells to CHO or CHO-C2 mono-
layers of cells to determine how preincubation with the fiber
knob domain affected measles virus H-dependent binding.
While the addition of non-CD46 binding Ad5 fiber knob did
not affect binding of infected insect cells to CHO-C2 cells (Fig.
1B), Ad35 fiber knob abolished measles virus H binding to
background levels seen on CHO cells (Fig. 1B and C).

Since measles virus H protein, but not C3b, efficiently com-
petes with Ad35 fiber knob domain for binding to CD46, our
data indicate that the first two CCP domains (CCP1 and
CCP2) are likely required for interaction with Ad fiber knob
domain.

Adenovirus binding to CD46 does not require glycosylation
of CD46. For measles virus, the presence of N-linked glycosy-
lations in CCP1 and CCP2 is critical for a productive binding
of the virus to CD46 (26). While measles virus H protein does
not directly bind to the glycosylation sites, their presence is

required for the proper sterical configuration needed for virus-
CD46 interactions. To test whether N-linked glycosylation is
important for binding of adenovirus to CD46, we treated
CHO-C2 cells with tunicamycin, a bacterial protein that inhib-
its N-linked glycosylation. We first determined the concentra-
tion of tunicamycin that would inhibit glycosylation of CD46.
Unglycosylated forms of CD46 were detected based on altered
electrophoretic mobility of cellular CD46 in polyacrylamide
gels (Fig. 2A). While CD46 N glycosylation was partially
blocked after tunicamycin treatment at a concentration of 0.1
pg/ml, pretreatment at a 0.5 pg/ml achieved significant degly-
cosylation. Pretreatment with 0.1 wg/ml tunicamycin did not
reduce GFP expression upon Ad5/35 infection (Fig. 2B). Al-
though the percentage of GFP-expressing cells in those treated
with 0.5 pg/ml tunicamycin was comparable to that in un-
treated cells (data not shown), the level of GFP expression
(mean fluorescence) was slightly reduced upon treatment at
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FIG. 2. Glycosylation of CD46 is not essential for Ad35 fiber knob binding. (A) Western blot analysis for CD46 expression in CHO-C2 cells
48 h following treatment with different concentrations of tunicamycin, showing conversion of full-length CD46 to partially and fully deglycosylated
CD46. The two bands with lower molecular masses in samples treated with 0.5 pg/ml tunicamycin reflect partially and completely deglycosylated
CD46. Recombinant CD46 (rCD46) is shown as a positive control (see Materials and Methods). (B) Mean GFP fluorescence of tunicamycin-
treated C2 cells following infection by Ad5/35GFP. Notably, control recombinant CD46 protein was produced using baculovirus and contains the
extracellular domain of CD46 only (31), which accounts for the higher electrophoretic mobility. Error bars indicate standard deviations.

this concentration (Fig. 2B). We attributed this decrease in
GFP expression to cytotoxic effects of tunicamycin. Together,
these data imply that unlike the case for measles virus, the
interaction of Ad35 with CD46 is not dependent on glycosyl-
ation.

N-terminal CCP1 and CCP2 domains of CD46 are impor-
tant for Ad35 infection. To evaluate the role of each individual
domain of CD46 in mediating Ad35 binding, we used a variety
of CD46 mutants and CD46-specific antibodies. First, we used
a panel of antibodies specific to different regions of CD46 in
Ad infection-blocking experiments. CHO-C2 cells were prein-
cubated with CCP1-specific (Tra2.10), CCP2-specific (M75),
or CCP3/4-specific (GB24) antibodies followed by infection
with Ad5/35GFP. Ad transduction was analyzed by flow cytom-
etry for GFP expression. These studies revealed that preincu-
bation of CHO-C2 cells with each of the antibodies reduced
the efficiency of AdS5/35GFP infection compared to that for
control cells preincubated with medium only. However, while
reduction of Ad5/35GFP vector infectivity was only modest
after preincubation of cells with CCP1- or CCP3/4-specific
Tra2.10 or GB24 antibodies (Fig. 3), preincubation of cells
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with CCP2-specific M75 antibody significantly blocked Ad in-
fection (P < 0.01).

To further analyze the contribution of each individual do-
main of CD46 in mediating Ad infection, we used cell lines
stably expressing membrane-anchored mutants of the BC1 iso-
form of CD46. The CD46 mutants used in these experiments
were deleted for either CCP1 or CCP2 (Fig. 4A). We isolated
several clones of each cell line with expression levels of CD46
similar to that of CHO-C2 cells (Fig. 4B). Despite having high
levels of mutated CD46 expression, these cells were not sus-
ceptible to Ad5/35GFP infection (Fig. 4C). In contrast,
CHO-C2 cells, expressing the full-length CD46 molecule, al-
lowed for efficient Ad infection under the same experimental
conditions. These results indicate that the presence of intact
CCP1 and CCP2 domains, but not C-terminal CCP3 and CCP4
domains, is important for Ad5/35 infection.

To delineate the contribution of the two distal CCPs in Ad
binding and to ultimately exclude the involvement of CCP3
and CCP4 domains of CD46 in mediating Ad infection, we
transfected CHO cells with plasmids expressing CCP1 (pl/4),
CCP2 (pll/4), or the CCP1 and CCP2 domains together
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FIG. 3. Blocking Ad5/35GFP infection of CHO-C2 cells with CD46-specific antibodies. (A) Percentage of cells transduced and (B) mean GFP
fluorescence of CHO-C2 cells infected with Ad5/35GFP after preincubation of cells with CCP1-specific Tra2.10, CCP2-specific M75, and
CCP3/4-specific GB24 monoclonal antibodies. In control settings (Control), prior to virus infection cells were incubated with medium only. n.s.,
not statistically significant. *, statistically significant difference (P < 0.01). Error bars indicate standard deviations.
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FIG. 4. N-terminal CCP1 and CCP2 are required for adenovirus infection of cells. (A) Schematic of membrane-bound CD46 mutants used for
the experiments. (B) Expression levels of CD46 mutants deleted for either CCP1 (ACCP1) or CCP2 (ACCP2) in three different clonal cell lines,
compared to CD46 expression levels of CHO-C2 cells. Mean fluorescence is given in the upper right corner of the histogram plot. ACCP1 is
recognized with a polyclonal antibody, and ACCP2 is recognized by a monoclonal antibody directed against CCP1. (C) Mean GFP fluorescence
after infection of CHO, CHO-C2, and three clones each of CHO cells expressing CD46 deleted for either CCP1 or CCP2 with Ad5/35GFP virus.

Error bars indicate standard deviations; n = 5.

(pI+I1/4) (4). In these constructs, the CD46 domains are fused
to an immunoglobulin G-like domain of human CD4 that
facilitated the detection of CD46-CD4 hybrid expression in
transfected cells. A plasmid expressing the complete CD46
molecule (pCD46) was included as a control. Twenty-four
hours after transfection, one set of cells was stained with poly-
clonal anti-CD4 antibody and analyzed by flow cytometry; an-
other set was infected with Ad5/35GFP. Staining of transfected
cells with CD4-specific antibody revealed that all cells ex-
pressed similar levels of truncated CD46 proteins (Fig. 5A). In
contrast, infection of cells with Ad5/35GFP showed that only
the full-length CD46 (pCD46) and the truncated CD46 con-
taining both the CCP1 and CCP2 domains (pI+11/4) were able
to support Ad5/35GFP infection (Fig. 5B). Taken together,
these data confirm that the Ad35 fiber knob recognition site is
localized within the N-terminal CCP1 and/or CCP2 domains of
CD46.

The Ad35 binding site is localized within conformationally
sensitive areas of the CD46 CCP2 domain. Since a CCP2-
specific monoclonal antibody efficiently blocked Ad5/35GFP
infection of CHO-C2 cells (Fig. 3) and a CCP1-specific anti-
body blocked virus infection at a level comparable to that of
CCP3/4-specific antibody, it was somewhat surprising that de-

letion of either of the N-terminal CD46 domains, CCP1 or
CCP2, had equally deleterious effects on the efficiency of Ad5/
35GFP infection. One potential explanation of the observed
data might be that the CCP1 and CCP2 domains are function-
ally and structurally interdependent. Therefore, the deletion of
one of these two domains would affect the conformation of the
other, thus preventing the binding of functional ligands. One of
the approaches to detect the changes in conformation of the
CCP1 and CCP2 domains is to analyze the efficiency of poly-
clonal and monoclonal antibodies in binding to cells expressing
truncated forms of CD46. The approach of using antibody
binding is widely used in studies aimed to detect conforma-
tional changes in proteins, including those that occur upon
virus-host cell interactions (22).

To analyze whether the conformation of CCP1 and CCP2
domains, when expressed as individual domains, differs from
their conformation in wild-type full-length CD46 molecules,
we transfected CHO cells with the plasmids expressing N-
terminal domains of CD46 described above (Fig. 5) and 24 h
later stained them with either rabbit polyclonal anti-CD46
antibody, mouse monoclonal CCP1-specific Tra2.10 and J4-48
antibodies, or a monoclonal CCP2-specific antibody, M74, that
efficiently blocked Ad5/35GFP infection as shown above (Fig. 2).
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statistically significant. Error bars indicate standard deviations; n = 4.

All transfected cells were also stained with CD4-specific poly-
clonal antibody to detect levels of truncated CD46 protein ex-
pression. Similarly to experiments described above (Fig. 5A),
staining of transfected cells with CD4-specific antibody confirmed
that all truncated CD46 forms were expressed at comparable
efficiencies (data not shown). We also found that full-length
CD46 protein was efficiently recognized with all antibodies used.
However, while the polyclonal antibody could detected truncated
CD46 forms containing the CCP1 (pl/2) and CCP1 and CCP2
(pI+11/4) domains (Fig. 6A), it could not stain cells expressing the
CCP2 domain only (pll/4). Staining of transfected cells with
CCP1-specific Tra2.10 or J4-48 monoclonal antibodies revealed
that the CCP1 domain is efficiently recognized by these two
monoclonal antibodies independently of whether the CCP1 do-
main is expressed alone (pl/4) or in combination with CCP2
(pI+11/4) (Fig. 6B and C). In contrast, while staining of trans-
fected cells with CCP2-specific monoclonal antibody M75 allowed
for detection of the CD46 form containing both CCP1 and CCP2
domains (comparable to wild-type CD46 levels [Fig. 6D]), this
antibody failed to recognize the CCP2 domain when it was ex-
pressed alone (pIl/4) (Fig. 6D). Taken together, these data dem-
onstrate that the CCP2 domain of CD46 changes its conforma-
tion when expressed as an individual domain. The change of
conformation results in poor recognition of this domain by both
polyclonal and monoclonal antibodies; however, when it is joined
with the CCP1 domain, the conformation of the CCP2 domain is
similar to that present in the wild-type full-length CD46 molecule
(Fig. 6D). The antibody staining experiments demonstrate that
the CCP1 domain maintains its wild-type conformation indepen-
dently whether it is expressed as an individual domain (pl/4) or in
combination with CCP2 (pI+1I/4). Since the CCP1 domain, when
it was expressed alone, was unable to support Ad5/35GFP infec-
tion (Fig. 5B), our data indicate that an Ad binding site is local-
ized within conformationally sensitive areas of the CCP2 domain.

Amino acid substitutions at positions 130 to 135 or 152 to
156 of the CCP2 domain abrogate Ad35 receptor function of
CD46. In an attempt to localize the binding domain of CD46

more precisely, we used a set of plasmids expressing full-length
CD46 with mutations within the CCP2 domain. These mutants
were created by replacing stretches of CCP2 with correspond-
ing regions of the highly related complement control protein
decay acceleration factor (CDS55) (reviewed in reference 24).
Plasmids expressing three mutant CD46 proteins with substi-
tutions of amino acids (aa) 105 to 110 (CD46,s_1,0, replac-
ing PLNGQA with VPNAQP), 130 to 135 (CD46,5,_,3s, Te-
placing GYYLIG with SFVKIP), or 152 to 156 (CD46,5, 56,
replacing GKPPI with DIEEF), as well as a wild-type control
CD46 molecule, were transiently expressed in CHO cells. For-
ty-eight hours later, cells either were assessed for CD46 ex-
pression by using CCP1-specific J4-48 monoclonal antibody
staining or were infected with AdS5/35GFP. These analyses
revealed that at 48 h posttransfection, all mutated CD46 pro-
teins were expressed at similar levels (Fig. 7A). However, while
cells expressing CD46,s_,,, showed levels of viral transduc-
tion similar to those of the wild-type CD46, cells expressing
CD46,50_135, and CD46,5, 5, failed to support Ad5/35GFP
infection (Fig. 7B and C). It is interesting that when these two
regions of CCP2 were highlighted on the crystal structure for
the first two N-terminal CD46 domains, they localized to a
planar face on the same outer surface of the molecule (Fig.
7D). In contrast, amino acids 105 to 110 are localized in an
area on the opposite plane of CCP2, and substitution of these
amino acids had no effect on the level of Ad5/35GFP infection.

To further delineate amino acid residues that are critical for
Ad5/35 binding to CD46 on the single-amino-acid level, we
used a set of CD46 mutants in which each amino acid in
regions 130 to 135 and 152 to 156 was subsequently changed to
an alanine. To determine whether these CD46 mutants allow
for viral infection, we transfected CHO cells with plasmids
encoding these mutants, and 48 h later transfected cells were
either stained with anti-CD46 antibody or infected with Ad5/
35GFP. Staining of cells with polyclonal anti-CD46 antibody
confirmed similar levels of mutant CD46 expression following
transfection of plasmid DNAs. However, analysis of virus in-
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(ADb). Staining of primary antibodies was detected by Alexaflour-488-conjugated antibody and flow cytometry. All stainings were done in triplicate

in two independent experiments. Error bars indicate standard deviations.

fection efficiency revealed that no single-amino-acid substitu-
tion was sufficient to abolish Ad5/35 binding (data not shown).

The fact that substitution of amino acids 130 to 135 or 152 to
156 within the CCP2 domain of the full-length CD46 (which
contains intact CCP3 and -4) completely abolished its receptor
function excludes a major role of CCP3 and CCP4 in Ad
binding. However, since CCP3 and CCP4 deletion mutants
were not tested in our study, a minor contribution of these
domains cannot be excluded.

The CD46 CCP2 domain is required to support cell infec-
tion with adenovirus possessing human serotype Ad11-derived
fibers. Earlier studies suggested that CD46 can serve as a
functional receptor for all group B Ad serotypes, including
Ad3, Adl11, Adl6, Ad21, Ad35, and Ad50 (9, 40, 48, 55). To
analyze whether the CD46 CCP2 domain is also critical for
binding of group B Ad serotypes (other than Ad35), we trans-
fected CHO cells with plasmids expressing mutated full-length
CD46 protein possessing the amino acid substitutions within
the CCP2 domain described above. Twenty-four hours after
transfection, one set of cells was stained with either CCP1-
specific J4-48 antibody to compare the levels of mutated CD46
expression or M75 antibody to assess the conformation of the
CCP2 domain. The other set of transfected cells was infected
with either Ad5/35GFP or Ad5/11GFP vector. Ad5/11GFP
vector possesses an AdS capsid; however, the fiber shaft and
knob domains of Ad5 fiber were replaced with the correspond-
ing domains of a fiber derived from Ad11 (49). The two vectors
possess identical GFP gene expression cassettes, and therefore

the efficiency of Ad35 or Adl11 fiber-dependent infection can
be compared by flow cytometry for GFP expression.

Staining of transfected cells with J4-48 antibody demon-
strated that all mutated forms of CD46 as well as the wild-type
CD46 molecule were expressed on cells at comparable levels
(Fig. 8A). However, staining with CCP2-specific M75 antibody
demonstrated that the CCP2 domain is efficiently recognized
by this antibody only in the wild-type CD46 and the
CD46,ys_1;0 mutant and not in the CD46,5, 155 and
CD46,5,_,5¢, mutants (Fig. 8A). This suggests that the overall
conformation of CCP2 was affected by introduction of these
mutations and/or that these areas of CCP2 overlap with
epitopes which are recognized by the M75 antibody. Ad5/35
and Ad5/11 transduction studies demonstrated that
CD46,5_110-cxpressing CHO cells can be efficiently infected
with both vectors, whereas the CD46,5,_,535 and CD46,5, ;s
mutants were unable to support Ad vector transduction. These
data indicate that Ad vectors possessing Ad35 or Adl11 fibers
bind to two specific areas in CCP2 (aa 130 to 135 and aa 152
to 156) and that an intact CCP2 domain is required for CD46
to serve as a functional receptor for Ad5/35 and Ad5/11.

DISCUSSION

Understanding the precise mode of virus interaction with its
cellular receptor is fundamental for unraveling the mecha-
nisms underlying virus pathogenesis and for the development
of novel antiviral therapeutics. Several groups have recently
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identified CD46 as a cellular receptor for adenovirus serotypes
from group B as well as serotype 37 from group D (9, 40, 48,
55). The goal of this study was to map the Ad binding site(s)
within CD46. Because the crystal structure of the full-length
CD46 is not available, most of the published studies on the
interaction between CD46 and its natural ligands have been
done using antibody mapping and CD46 mutants (3, 25). Uti-
lizing similar approaches, we demonstrate here that a major
Ad35 and Ad11 fiber binding site is localized within the CCP2
domain of CD46. Several lines of evidence support this con-
clusion. (i) CCP1- and CCP2-interacting measles virus H pro-
tein efficiently competes with Ad35 fiber knob domain for
binding to CD46-expressing CHO-C2 cells (Fig. 1). (ii) CCP2
domain-specific antibody M75 blocks Ad35 fiber-mediated in-
fection of CD46-expressing CHO-C2 cells (Fig. 3). (iii) Trun-
cated CD46 containing CCP1 and CCP2 domains (when ex-

pressed together) supports virus infection on otherwise
resistant CHO cells (Fig. 5B). (iv) Amino acid substitutions at
positions 130 to 135 or 152 to 156 within the CCP2 domain
abrogate the adenovirus receptor function of the full-length
CD46 protein (Fig. 7 and 8).

Although we showed a crucial role of CCP2 in Ad binding,
our data also indicate that the presence of an intact CCP1
domain is ultimately required for CCP2 to correctly present
Ad35 binding sites. Detailed analyses of measles virus and C4b
binding epitopes using mutated CD46 and CCP domain-spe-
cific antibodies showed that while CD46 is a highly flexible
molecule (21, 34), its conformation can change significantly
after introduction of mutations (8, 15, 16, 34). Utilizing CCP1-
specific monoclonal and polyclonal antibodies, we found that
the CCP1 domain maintains its conformation independently of
whether it is expressed alone or in combination with the CCP2
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domain. Because if expressed alone the CCP1 domain could
not support infection of CHO cells with Ad35 fiber-possessing
vectors, we concluded that the Ad binding site is not localized
within CCP1. Unexpectedly, the CCP2 domain alone was also
unable to support Ad infection (plasmid pll/4, Fig. 5). Studies
with CCP2-specific antibodies revealed that the CCP2 domain
cannot be recognized when it is expressed as an individual
domain. However, when CCP2 is expressed together with
CCP1 (plasmid pI+I11/4, Fig. 5B), CCP2 antibody recognition
and Ad5/35 infection were restored. These data suggest that
CCP1 is required to maintain CCP2 in a conformation that
allows for Ad binding.

We showed that preincubation of CD46-expressing CHO-C2
cells with the CCP2-specific M75 antibody efficiently blocked
Ad5/35GFP infection (Fig. 3). Furthermore, introduction of
amino acid substitutions within CCP2 at positions 130 to 135,
replacing GYYLIG with SFVKIP, or at positions 152 to 156,
replacing GKPPI with DIEEF, completely abrogated both the
CCP2 recognition by the M75 antibody, and the Ad receptor
function of CD46. We therefore concluded that CCP2 areas
encompassing amino acids 130 to 135 and 152 to 156 are
critical Ad binding sites. These areas of CCP2 are conserved
between humans and primates (15). (In this context, it is no-
table that, in contrast to the case for humans, CD46 is ex-
pressed on monkey erythrocytes and that an Ad35 fiber knob-
possessing vector causes efficient hemagglutination of monkey
but not human erythrocytes [45].) In the crystal structure of the
two N-terminal domains of CD46, areas 130 to 135 and 152 to
156 localize to the same plane of the molecule, whereas the
other CCP2 area that was analyzed (aa 105 to 110) is localized
at the opposite plane of CD46. Because substitution of aa 105
to 110 had no effect on CCP2 recognition by the M75 antibody,
and because the CD46,,s_;,, mutant did not affect infection
with Ad35 and Ad11 fiber-possessing vectors, it is unlikely that
aa 105 to 110 represent a virus recognition site. Although we
found that amino acid substitutions at positions 130 to 135 or
152 to 156 were sufficient to abrogate the Ad receptor function,
this does not exclude the possibility that other areas in CD46

are involved in Ad binding. Furthermore, our finding that
single amino acid substitutions within these two CCP2 domains
have no significant effect on Ad-CD46 interaction indicates
that the Ad binding site is formed by a complex structure or
conformation.

Upon binding to CAR and following internalization into the
cell, AdS5 fiber-containing particles rapidly escape from the
endosomal compartment (11, 12, 43, 44). For endosome es-
cape to efficiently occur, the fiber protein must be released
from the virion (11). We showed, however, that an Ad5 vector
(Ad5/35L) that possesses Ad35-derived fiber knob domains
and binds to CD46 was unable to rapidly escape from endo-
somes (43). Since the only difference between Ad5 and AdS/
35L is the nature of the fiber knob domain and consequently
the cellular attachment receptor (CD46 versus CAR), we con-
cluded that Ad35 fiber knob binding to CD46 prevents rapid
fiber release and endosome escape. Ad fibers possess trimeric
knob domains, and this structure is critical for virus infection.
While AdS-CAR interaction occurs via binding of individual
fiber knob domains to CAR monomers (20, 37), binding of the
Ad12 fiber knob to CAR involves amino acid residues located
within two adjacent knob domain monomers (2). We speculate
that, similar to the case for Ad12, two Ad35 knob monomers
interact with different CD46 areas and that this interaction
produces a rigid virus-receptor complex and affects endosome
escape. This hypothesis is supported by recent findings that the
trimeric Ad fiber is a highly flexible molecule (53, 54), implying
that rotation or shift of the fiber knob trimer along its vertical
axis is required for its release from the virion body. While this
is possible in Ad5-CAR interaction (because each single Ad5
knob domain monomer binds to a CAR monomer), the bind-
ing of Ad35 fiber knob monomers to multiple (different) areas
within CD46 might inhibit the fiber knob motility and prevent
fiber release from the virion body, thus trapping the virus
within the endosomal compartment until the CD46-fiber knob
complex is proteolytically processed. Clearly, without a crystal
structure of the Ad35 knob-CD46 complex, these thoughts
merely remain speculations.
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Our data also indicate that the topology of Ad35 receptor
recognition appears to be different from those of a number of
other viruses. For human immunodeficiency virus, poliovirus,
rhinovirus, CAR-binding adenovirus serotypes, and other vi-
ruses, the attachment site is localized predominantly at the tip
of the most distal receptor domain. Measles virus, Epstein-
Barr virus, and echovirus require interaction with two receptor
domains for efficient infection (3, 7, 30). We demonstrate that
Ad35 and Adl11 fiber knob binding domains are localized
within the second N-terminal domain of the receptor. The
functional significance of interaction with this area remains to
be determined.

Several groups have recently identified CD46 as a cellular
receptor for adenovirus serotypes from group B as well as
serotype 37 from group D. The group B adenoviruses consist of
9 serotypes (Ad3, -7, -11, -14, -16, -21, -34, -35, and -50) that
are highly diverse in their fiber knob domains (50). Previously,
Segerman et al. used an antibody to CD46 directed against
CCP3/4 to block binding of a group B adenovirus, Ad11 (40).
In this study we demonstrate that an Ad5/Ad11 chimeric virus
requires CCP2 for infection and that CCP3 and CCP4 are
unlikely to be important for this interaction. It is noteworthy
that Wu et al. found that Ad37, a group D adenovirus, interacts
with CD46 and that this interaction can be blocked by an
antibody directed against CCP1 (55). This indicates that Ad37
uses a different binding site than Ad35 and Ad11 fiber-con-
taining Ads and agrees with previous observations that the
cellular tropisms of these serotypes differ greatly; Ad35 and
Ad11 (Slobitsky strain) primarily infect the urogenital tract
(47), while Ad37 infects the conjunctiva (51). Recently it was
also suggested that the involvement of different CD46 isoforms
or coreceptors might account for this differential tropism (6).
Our previous finding that Ad35 can bind to all four CD46
isoforms (9) argues somewhat against this idea.

The identification of the Ad35 binding domain within CD46
is important for a better understanding of virus-cell interaction
and the identification of the domains within the Ad fiber knob
that are involved in CD46 binding. The data obtained in this
study might help in the design of antiviral therapeutics against
adenovirus serotypes that use CD46.
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