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Abstract 
This methodological protocol describes the step-by-step process of 
identifying the relevant international academic literature to be 
reviewed within the project ‘The affective economies of emerging 
private renting markets: understanding tenants and landlords in 
postcommunist Romania” (AFFECTIVE-PRS). It presents: (1) the 
preliminary decisions taken related to the breadth of the review 
(choice of databases, type of research, type of reference, searching 
fields); (2) the operationalisation of keywords and Boolean strings; (3) 
the further calibration of the searching parameters through piloting; 
(4) the final retrieval of relevant references through systematic and 
manual searches; and (5) the geographical coverage of the retained 
literature. While the paper demonstrates the rigour of the 
methodological approach taken, it also opens up the space for other 
scholars to scrutinise, replicate or adjust this approach to their own 
work.

Keywords 
Systematic review, Methodological protocol, Tenants, Landlords, 
Private renting, Private rental housing, Majority World, Literature 
mapping, SCOPUS, Web of Science

 

This article is included in the Horizon Europe 

gateway.

Open Peer Review

Approval Status    

1 2 3

version 1
13 Aug 2024 view view view

Konstantin A Kholodilin, DIW Berlin, Berlin, 

Germany

1. 

Steve Rolfe , University of Stirling, Stirling, 

UK

2. 

Danielle Jane Kerrigan , Simon Fraser 

University, Burnaby, Canada

3. 

Any reports and responses or comments on the 

article can be found at the end of the article.

Open Research Europe

 
Page 1 of 19

Open Research Europe 2024, 4:178 Last updated: 01 OCT 2024

https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/articles/4-178/v1
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/articles/4-178/v1
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/articles/4-178/v1
https://doi.org/10.12688/openreseurope.18234.1
https://doi.org/10.12688/openreseurope.18234.1
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/gateways/horizon-europe
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/gateways/horizon-europe
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/articles/4-178/v1
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/articles/4-178/v1#referee-response-43558
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/articles/4-178/v1#referee-response-43560
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/articles/4-178/v1#referee-response-43559
https://orcid.org/0000-0003-1465-7401
https://orcid.org/0000-0002-5877-1698
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.12688/openreseurope.18234.1&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2024-08-13


Corresponding author: Adriana Mihaela Soaita (adrianamihaela.soaita@glasgow.ac.uk)
Author roles: Soaita AM: Conceptualization, Data Curation, Formal Analysis, Funding Acquisition, Investigation, Methodology, Project 
Administration, Resources, Software, Supervision, Validation, Visualization, Writing – Original Draft Preparation, Writing – Review & 
Editing
Competing interests: No competing interests were disclosed.
Grant information: This project has received funding from the European Union’s Horizon Europe research and innovation programme 
under the Marie Skłodowska-Curie grant agreement No 101059188 
The funders had no role in study design, data collection and analysis, decision to publish, or preparation of the manuscript.
Copyright: © 2024 Soaita AM. This is an open access article distributed under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution License, 
which permits unrestricted use, distribution, and reproduction in any medium, provided the original work is properly cited.
How to cite this article: Soaita AM. Systematic review: locating qualitative academic publications for reviewing tenants’ and 
landlords’ renting experiences and interaction in the Majority World [version 1; peer review: 2 approved, 1 approved with 
reservations] Open Research Europe 2024, 4:178 https://doi.org/10.12688/openreseurope.18234.1
First published: 13 Aug 2024, 4:178 https://doi.org/10.12688/openreseurope.18234.1 

 

This article is included in the Marie-Sklodowska-

Curie Actions (MSCA) gateway.

 

This article is included in the Sociology 

gateway.

Open Research Europe

 
Page 2 of 19

Open Research Europe 2024, 4:178 Last updated: 01 OCT 2024

mailto:adrianamihaela.soaita@glasgow.ac.uk
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/
https://doi.org/10.12688/openreseurope.18234.1
https://doi.org/10.12688/openreseurope.18234.1
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/gateways/msca
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/gateways/msca
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/gateways/msca
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/gateways/sociology
https://open-research-europe.ec.europa.eu/gateways/sociology


Introduction
The 2008–2010 Global Financial Crisis and the Covid-19  
pandemic have highlighted rental housing as a significant  
source of inequalities in wealth, health, and well-being  
worldwide, often failing to provide many tenants with a true 
sense of ‘home.’ A burgeoning recent academic literature  
focusing on Anglo-Saxon countries and older EU member states 
has revealed troubling issues, such as poor housing quality,  
insecurity, eviction experiences and anxieties, and economic 
stress. These findings raise valid concerns about tenants’  
well-being in the less institutionalised and therefore riskier 
private renting sectors (PRS), where informal transactions  
elevate risks and conceal vulnerabilities from state action.

The project titled “The Affective Economies of Emerging Pri-
vate Renting Markets: Understanding Tenants and Landlords  
in Postcommunist Romania (AFFECTIVE-PRS)” addresses 
these important concerns. The project aims to explore the affec-
tive economies that connect private tenants and landlords in 
the understudied regions of the “Majority World” (Simone &  
Fauzan, 2013) that is the less developed countries of the  
Global South and Global East. To achieve this, the project 
will develop a Critical Interpretative Synthesis (CIS) of rel-
evant academic literature. CIS is a novel review approach  
(Depraetere et al., 2021) described as ‘a methodology that 
enables the synthesis of large amounts of diverse qualitative  
data and facilitates critical engagement with the assumptions  
that shape and inform a body of research’ (Farias &  
Laliberte Rudman, 2016 p:33).

Several systematic and scoping reviews have focused on the 
everyday experiences of private tenants in the developed states 
of the “Minority World,” particularly in the well-researched  
Anglo-Saxon countries (Chisholm et al., 2020; Garnham & 
Rolfe, 2019; McCarthy & Simcock, 2024; Rolfe et al., 2023;  
Soaita et al., 2020; Soaita et al., 2022; Woodhall-Melnik &  
Dunn, 2016). In contrast, only one scoping review on rental 
arrangements in the Majority World has been identified, and  
it dates back nearly 30 years (Rakodi, 1995). Considering 
that the challenges faced by private tenants and landlords in  
the Majority World are likely to be more salient and fun-
damentally different from those elsewhere, assembling this  
expectedly small and fragmented literature for synthesis holds 
significant academic and ethical importance for knowledge  
representation.

Building on previous efforts to develop a feasible approach 
within limited resources (Soaita et al., 2019b; Soaita et al.,  
2020; Soaita et al., 2023), a Critical Interpretative Synthesis  
(CIS) will address the following questions:

1.    What is the geographical and temporal distribution 
of academic knowledge concerning the affective and 
everyday experiences and interactions between private  
tenants and landlords in the Majority World?

2.    What are the collective affective experiences that drive 
the actions and interactions of private tenants and  
landlords in the Majority World?

This methodological protocol addresses the first question 
through literature mapping (Soaita et al., 2019b), while the 
second question will be explored elsewhere by thematically  
synthesising a subset of the sampled literature. However, 
the primary contribution of this protocol is methodological,  
as it presents a rigorous approach, which is also feasible 
within the limited resources typically available to academic 
projects, in contrast to the resource-rich traditional system-
atic reviews. Additionally, it enhances the AFFECTIVE-PRS 
project’s transparency by making the full set of references  
FAIR—Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable—for  
other academic users. The paper not only demonstrates  
the rigour of the adopted methodological approach but also 
invites other scholars to scrutinise, replicate, or adapt it for 
their own research. By focusing on the retrieval of relevant  
literature rather than its synthesis, this paper aims to assist 
and inspire scholars and students across all social science  
disciplines.

The paper advances by detailing the following aspects:

-    Preliminary decisions regarding the scope of the review

-    The operationalisation of Boolean search strings

-    The calibration of search parameters through thorough  
piloting

-    The final retrieval of relevant publications via both  
systematic and manual searches

-    A step-by-step summary of the process, including a  
geographical mapping of the results

It concludes with a brief summary.

Preliminary decisions
To align with the AFFECTIVE-PRS resources and ensure suf-
ficient bibliographical breadth in retrieving high-quality  
academic publications, several restrictive decisions were 
made from the outset. These decisions will inevitably result in  
some relevant references being missed during the system-
atic searches. However, to mitigate this and as commonly rec-
ommended, the systematic searches will be complemented 
by manual searches in a select number of key journals and  
by recommendations from peers.

Databases
To systematically review the published literature on tenants’  
and landlords’ experiences of renting, the extensive and com-
plementary databases SCOPUS and Web of Science were 
selected. This approach aims to ensure broad coverage while 
acknowledging that the review will not be exhaustive (Soaita  
et al., 2019b).

Search fields
Based on prior experience (Soaita et al., 2019a; Soaita et al.,  
2019b; Soaita et al., 2023), searches will be performed in the 
fields of ‘title’, ‘abstract’ and ‘keywords’ in SCOPUS and  
‘topic’ in Web of Science in order to get the most relevant  
results.
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Type of research
Given the qualitative nature of the AFFECTIVE-PRS’s 
research questions, the decision was made to focus exclusively 
on qualitative studies. This approach builds on Soaita et al.  
(2020), expanding their scope from Anglo-Saxon countries to  
the Majority World.

Type of references
Following others (Lee et al., 2015; Wang et al., 2016), as 
a way to proxy research quality, the decision was made to  
include only journal articles, books and book chapters.

Operationalisation of the search strings
Drawing on Cooke et al. (2012) and the PICO method, the three 
search strings were designed to capture:

-    Population and Comparison terms: tenants and/vs. land-
lords;

-    Intervention: the field of housing (rather than other  
rental markets, e.g. land, commercial property);

-    Outcomes: well/ill-being, through the proxy of  
methodology (i.e. qualitative research).

The operationalisation of each search string was designed to 
be inclusive of key meta-categories (e.g., housing, qualitative) 
and not to miss specific subcategories (e.g., flatmate, rooming  
house). This approach aimed to ensure that, collectively, the 
search strings would return the most relevant publications.  
Table 1 details the focus and operationalisation of the three 
search strings, which will be used together. An asterisk  
(*) is used to include both the singular and plural forms of a  
keyword.

However, any search string must be piloted to understand the 
characteristics of the publications so retrieved. Given its ana-
lytical tools, SCOPUS is particularly useful for preliminary  
piloting.

Calibration of search parameters: a SCOPUS pilot
Piloting the keywords
The keywords for String 1 (see Table 1) were piloted sepa-
rately in SCOPUS on January 9, 2023. This initial test 
revealed that certain keywords were heavily associated with  
specific disciplines (e.g., “flat*” and “flatmate*” returned 
many results in the physical sciences, and “boarding-hous*”  
in biology and veterinary sciences). However, these  

disciplinary associations diminished when Strings 2 and 3 
were added, effectively refining the search results to better  
target the relevant literature.

It was also observed that introducing the housing String 2 
reduced the total hits by approximately 13% for “private 
renter”, 30% for “private landlord” and 49% for “tenant and 
landlord”. This indicates that papers focused on renting other  
assets (e.g. land, money, commercial space) and seldom  
included both tenants and landlords.

Further refining the results with String 3 led to a substan-
tial reduction in housing-related hits by approximately 70%,  
highlighting the predominantly quantitative nature of most  
publications returned.

Given AFFECTIVE-PRS’s interest in regions beyond  
Anglo-Saxon geographies, the volume of literature related to 
Australia, New Zealand, the UK, and the USA was carefully  
monitored. Similar to findings in other studies (Liu et al., 
2021; Soaita et al., 2023), the piloting exercise revealed that,  
for all keyword combinations, 50% to 80% of the hits per-
tained to these four Anglo-Saxon countries in terms of the  
geography of the case studies.

Setting additional inclusion/exclusion criteria
The SCOPUS literature was subsequently retrieved on  
January 10, 2023, using the search query “String 1 AND 
String 2 AND String 3”. This search returned a total of 552  
references of articles, book and book chapters. Upon examin-
ing the characteristics of these references, further exclusion  
decisions were made based on specific criteria:

•    Discipline: 35 references were excluded1

•    Language: 13 were excluded for being written in a  
language other than English

•    Publishing timeline: given that a systematic review 
of the pre-1992 rental housing literature was already 
available (Rakodi, 1995) and only 12 of the retrieved  
references were published between 1973 and 1989, it 
was decided to focus the review exclusively on studies  
published after 1990.

Table 1. The search strings.

Strings Fields Operationalisation

String 1 Tenants OR 
landlords

(private AND (tenant* OR renter*)) OR lodger* OR squatter* OR flatmate* OR (HMO* 
AND resident*) OR (HMO* AND tenant*) OR (private AND landlord*) OR (tenant* AND 
landlord*) OR (landlord*-tenant* OR tenant*-landlord*)

String 2 Housing (housing OR home OR house OR flat OR apartment OR flat-share OR (hous* AND “in 
multiple occupation”) OR (rooming AND hous*) OR (boarding AND hous*) OR (Rooming 
AND hous*))

String 3 Method (qualitative OR interview OR ethnograph* OR “case study” OR “case studies”)

1 Earth and Planetary Sciences; Agricultural and Biological Sciences; Math-
ematics; Biochemistry, Genetics and Molecular Biology; Physics and  
Astronomy; Veterinary.
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Overall, it was determined that the combination of the three 
search strings, along with the additional excluding criteria, 
would yield a body of literature that is sufficiently focused on 
the topic while providing ample geographical, substantive and  
theoretical diversity.

The Majority World
The remaining sample (n=492) was downloaded in an  
EndNote database, where it was coded for countries of the 
case studies, then mapped in order to assess geographical cov-
erage. As noted earlier, the results revealed a predominant 
focus on Anglo-Saxon literature (and some western European  
countries) in the geographical distribution of the case-studies  
(see Figure 1). Additionally, this dominance extended to 
institutional affiliation, authorship, and funding sources, as  
detailed in Soaita (2023) (https://zenodo.org/records/7566096).

Figure 1 highlights the lack of representation of many  
Majority World countries, particularly in Eurasia and 
Africa, which are marked in grey. Some regions, like  
Brazil, are represented by only a single paper. Although Liu  
et al. (2021) observed that China was well represented in the 
economic housing literature, ranking second after the USA,  
this was not the case in this pilot exercise.

To focus on the emerging and less-studied private renting  
markets in the Majority World (Simone & Fauzan, 2013), lit-
erature from Anglo-Saxon countries, old EU members and 

some other developed states would be obviously excluded.2  
While informal renting arrangements do exist in these 
regions, they are relatively marginal (Morris et al., 2021). 
The developed world accounted for 378 references, or 
77% of the retrieved sample, highlighting the substantial  
under-representation of the Majority World in academic lit-
erature. Consistent with Kholodilin (2020), the decision was 
made to include all Majority World states in the final review,  
notwithstanding their diverse renting contexts and uneven and  
fragmented representation.

Retrieving the literature for reviewing
Systematic searches
Once the exclusion/inclusion criteria have been calibrated 
to the study’s aim, the literature was retrieved on January 10 
2023 through systematic searches in SCOPUS and Web of  
Science (90 and 64 references respectively, both imported into  
EndNote). In more detail3:

•    SCOPUS Boolean string: (TITLE-ABS-KEY ((private 
AND (tenant* OR renter*)) OR lodger* OR squatter*  
OR flatmate* OR (hmo* AND resident*) OR (hmo* 

Figure 1. The global spread of the (SCOPUS) retrieved literature.

2 Excluded countries (in 3-letter acronym): AUS, AUT, BEL, CAN, CHE, 
DEU, DNK, ELA, ESP, FIN, FRA, GBR, GRC, IRL, ITA, ISL, JPN, LIE,  
LUX, MLT, NLD, NOR, NZL, PRT, SWE, USA.

3 Not all excluded countries/years were represented, hence only those  
represented could be excluded in the Boolean strings.
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AND tenant*) OR (private AND landlord*) OR  
(tenant* AND landlord*) OR (landlord*-tenant* OR 
tenant*-landlord*)) AND TITLE-ABS-KEY ((housing  
OR home OR house OR flat OR apartment OR  
flat-share OR (hous* AND “in multiple occupation”) 
OR (rooming AND hous*) OR (boarding AND hous*))) 
AND TITLE-ABS-KEY ((qualitative OR interview OR 
ethnograph* OR “case study” OR “case studies”))) 
AND (EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “United King-
dom”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “United 
States”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “Australia”) 
OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “Canada”) OR 
EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “Sweden”) OR EXCLUDE 
(AFFILCOUNTRY, “Germany”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFIL-
COUNTRY, “Netherlands”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFIL-
COUNTRY, “Italy”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, 
“Japan”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “New 
Zealand”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “Den-
mark”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “Ireland”) 
OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “Norway”) OR 
EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “Spain”) OR EXCLUDE 
(AFFILCOUNTRY, “Austria”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFIL-
COUNTRY, “Belgium”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUN-
TRY, “France”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, 
“Switzerland”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “Por-
tugal”) OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “Cyprus”) 
OR EXCLUDE (AFFILCOUNTRY, “Finland”)) AND 
(LIMIT-TO (DOCTYPE, “ar”) OR LIMIT-TO (DOC-
TYPE, “ch”) OR LIMIT-TO (DOCTYPE, “re”) OR  
LIMIT-TO (DOCTYPE, “bk”)) AND (EXCLUDE  
(PUBYEAR, 1989) OR EXCLUDE (PUBYEAR, 1988) 
OR EXCLUDE (PUBYEAR, 1987) OR EXCLUDE  
(PUBYEAR, 1986) OR EXCLUDE (PUBYEAR, 1985) 
OR EXCLUDE (PUBYEAR, 1984) OR EXCLUDE  
(PUBYEAR, 1982) OR EXCLUDE (PUBYEAR, 1976)) 
AND (LIMIT-TO (LANGUAGE, “English”)) AND 
(EXCLUDE (SUBJAREA, “MEDI”) OR EXCLUDE 
(SUBJAREA, “EART”) OR EXCLUDE (SUBJAREA, 
“AGRI”) OR EXCLUDE (SUBJAREA, “BIOC”))

•    Web of Science Boolean string: (private AND (tenant* 
OR renter*)) OR lodger* OR squatter* OR flatmate* OR 
(HMO* AND resident*) OR (HMO* AND tenant*) OR 
(private AND landlord*) OR (tenant* AND landlord*) OR 
(landlord*-tenant* OR tenant*-landlord*) (Topic) AND  
(housing OR home OR house OR flat OR apartment OR 
flat-share OR (hous* AND “in multiple occupation”) 
OR (rooming AND hous*) OR (boarding AND hous*))  
(Topic) AND (qualitative OR interview OR ethnograph* 
OR “case study” OR “case studies”) (Topic) and Infec-
tious Diseases or Forestry or Water Resources or Genetics  
Heredity or Mathematical Computational Biology or 
Archaeology or Biochemistry Molecular Biology or 
Biotechnology Applied Microbiology or Chemistry or  
Critical Care Medicine or Emergency Medicine or  
Imaging Science Photographic Technology or Instru-
ments Instrumentation or Mechanics or Medical Ethics  
or Neurosciences Neurology or Oceanography or Para-
sitology or Physics or Polymer Science or Food Science 
Technology or Meteorology Atmospheric Sciences or 
Pharmacology Pharmacy or Plant Sciences or Zoology  

or Agriculture or Geriatrics Gerontology or Veterinary  
Sciences or Surgery or Mathematics or Nutrition  
Dietetics or Geology or Immunology or Obstetrics  
Gynecology or Gastroenterology Hepatology (Exclude – 
Research Areas) and English (Languages) and ENGLAND  
or USA or UNITED KINGDOM or AUSTRALIA 
or CANADA or SCOTLAND or SWEDEN or  
NETHERLANDS or GERMANY or ITALY or NEW 
ZEALAND or NORWAY or DENMARK or FRANCE  
or NORTH IRELAND or SPAIN or BELGIUM or 
IRELAND or FINLAND or GREECE or UK or  
AUSTRIA or or JAPAN or PORTUGAL or SWITZER-
LAND or WALES (Exclude – Countries/Regions)

Notwithstanding the precision of the search strings and the auto-
matic removal of duplicate references by EndNote (n=34),  
the retrieved literature must always be manually assessed for 
relevance. Of the 120 unique references retrieved, only 27  
were retained for reviewing. Although there is no associated  
data, to ensure FAIR reporting of the process, Box 1 under 
Source Data lists all excluded references by type of misfit  
(e.g. language, country, thematic/method), with a few being 
inaccessible or previously undiscovered duplicates. The largest  
group of exclusions (n=66) was due to thematic or methodo-
logical mismatches, their focus being on public/social renting,  
general housing or renting policies, homeownership while  
others employed quantitative methods or were tenure-blind 
in their discussion. However, some of these references were  
set aside for a better understanding of the policy context.

Manual searches
Best practice (Arksey & O’Malley, 2005; Barnett-Page & 
Thomas, 2009; Carroll et al., 2011; Cooke et al., 2012;  
Erasmus et al., 2014; Evans & Benefield, 2001) advocates for 
enhancing the systematically retrieved sample by incorpo-
rating manual searches in key journals, seeking peer recom-
mendations, and reviewing the reference lists of the identified  
publications.

As the 27 references were dispersed across a wide range of  
journals, with none featuring more than twice, specific jour-
nals were selected for further manual searches: Housing  
Studies and the International Journal of Housing Policy for 
their international focus on housing; Geoforum and Urban  
Studies for their international albeit broader substantive focus; 
and Habitat International for its emphasis on developing  
countries. Google Scholar was also used. Searches were con-
ducted between January 12 and 16, 2023. As a result, 35 
additional references were incorporated, bringing the total  
to 62. Peer recommendations produced no additions to the 
sample, which reinforces confidence in the relevance of the  
sample.

Based on previous work (Soaita, 2018a; Soaita, 2018b; Soaita  
et al., 2019a; Soaita et al., 2019b; Soaita et al., 2020; Soaita 
et al., 2023; Soaita et al., 2022), it was considered that  
a sample of 62 publications is sufficiently large to pro-
vide both theoretical and geographical nuance while remain-
ing manageable within the project’s time and resource  
constraints.
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Further additions
During the analysis phase, authors will retain the flexibility to 
add and review new references if they are deemed particularly  
relevant, especially by checking the reference lists of the 
retrieved publications. Given the very fragmented geographical  
distribution of the retrieved literature, the decision was 
made to focus the analysis on three key regions: Western 
Africa and the Indian subcontinent, which were relatively  
well-represented, and Eastern Europe, which is highly relevant  
to the AFFECTIVE-PRS project’s empirical case study  
of Romania. As a result, 15 additional publications were  
incorporated based on reference checks and peer recommen-
dations. Consequently, the final sample of retrieved literature  
comprises 77 publications.

Summary and mapping
Table 2 summarises the process, showing the steps, the  
action, the number of references at the end of each action, 
and explanatory notes. A detailed PRISMA checklist and a  
flow diagram can be consulted in Soaita (2024) (https://zenodo. 
org/records/12794284).

Figure 2 displays the geographical distribution of the 77  
publications. It addresses the first research question about the  
geographical scope of academic knowledge concerning private  
tenants’ and landlords’ renting experiences and interaction  
in the Majority World. The figure reveals several key  
points: many countries remained unrepresented in the sample.  
Of the 29 represented countries: 16 countries are included  
by only one publication each; eight countries have between 
2 and 5 papers; and only four countries have more than  
5 papers. These observations underscore the need for fur-
ther research into the renting arrangements and experiences  
in the Majority World.

The publishing timeline of the 77 references retained for 
review reveals that the majority were published after 2008, 
accounting for 70% of the total (n=54). In addition to these  
77 publications, some papers were retained to provide broader 

context on housing policies in the Global South, including  
two systematic reviews of rental tenure (Gilbert, 2016;  
Rakodi, 1995).4 Although there is no associated data, to ensure 
the reviewing approach is FAIR, Box 2 under Source Data  
categorises all included references by search method (i.e.  
systematic, manual and additional).

Conclusion
This methodological protocol aims to enhance the 
AFFECTIVE-PRS reviewing approach by making it  
FAIR—Findable, Accessible, Interoperable, and Reusable for 
other academic users. It outlines the rigorous methodology  
employed to identify the relevant publications for review,  
while adapting to the project’s limited time and human 
resources. The protocol also provides a foundation for other 
scholars to scrutinise, replicate, or adjust this approach for  
their own studies. It details the preliminary decisions that 
defined the review’s scope; the operationalisation of Boolean  
strings for systematic searches; the calibration of parameters  
through thorough piloting; and the retrieval of the final  
sample of publications. Additionally, it offers a step-by-step  
summary of the process and geographical mapping of the 
results. Findings, including coding, text extraction and data  
analysis will be presented in a separate paper.

Source data
Although there is no data associated with this methodological  
protocol, Box 1 and Box 2 list all references in order to  
ensuring transparency and accessibility of the review proc-
ess according to the FAIR principles. Box 1 lists the  
93 excluded references categorised by type of misfit, while 
Box 2 provides details of the 77 references retained for 
review, organised by search method (systematic, manual, and  
additional).

Table 2. Summary of the process.

Steps Action No. Explanatory notes

S1 Preliminary steps Setting and piloting the parameters of the systematic searches (e.g. choice of 
databases, searching fields, type of reference, discipline, publishing timeline, 
geography).

S2 Retrieved 154 Systematic searched in SCOPUS and Web of Science ( January 10, 2023). References 
exported in an EndNote database.

S3 Unique references 120 EndNote automatic removal of 34 duplicates.

S4 Manual check for relevance (in 
titles, abstracts and full text)

27 93 references excluded due to: language misfit (n=1), inaccessibility (n=6), 
unrecognised duplicates (n=7), country misfit (n=13) and thematic or methodological 
misfit (n=66).

S5 Boosting the sample with 
manual searches 

62 35 new references were added following searches conducted between January 17 and 
20, 2023. (Housing Studies, International Journal of Housing Policy, Geoforum, Habitat 
International, Urban Studies), and Google Scholar. 

S6 Reviewing the reference lists of 
selected retrieved publications

77 15 references were added after the decision was made to focus the analysis on the 
regions of Eastern Europe, Western Africa and the Indian sub-continent.

Note: * The final samples at stage S4 and S5 were refined during stage S6, differing slightly from that reported in in Soaita (2023) (https://zenodo.org/
records/7566096).

4 2 Africa; 1 Argentina; 1 Asia; 1 Bangladesh; 8 China; 1 Eastern Europe;  
5 Ghana; 3 Global South; 2 Hong Kong; 1 Hungary; 1 Indonesia; 6 India;  
2 Kenya; 1 Latin America; 1 Mexico; 2 Malaysia; 3 Nigeria; 1 Pakistan;  
1 South Africa; 2 South Korea; 7 Turkey; 1 Taiwan; 2 Tanzania; and 4 Theory.
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Figure 2. The geographical distribution of the final sample of publications.
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    1.   Pérez, M., and Palma, C. (2021). “From foreigners to urban citizens: autoconstruction and migration in the Santiago 
Metropolitan Area.” Estudios Atacamenos, 67, 1–21.

Not accessible (n=6)

    2.   Adianto, J., Gabe, R. T., and Sihombing, A. (2022). “Houses with permeable walls: a case study from Kampong Kwitang, Central 
Jakarta.” International Journal of Design in Society, 16(2), 1–18.

    3.   Bocutoğlu, E., and Ertürk, Z. (2006). “Supply and demand analysis in the housing market: a case study in Turkey as a developing 
country”, Management, Quality and Economics in Building. CRC Press, pp. 1566–1572.

    4.   Brezar, V. (2012). “The future of urban dwelling design.” International Journal for Housing Science and Its Applications, 36(2), 
89–98.

    5.   Kamruzzaman, M. (2012). Housing for the urban poor through informal providers, Dhaka, Bangladesh.
    6.   Kayila, J. O. (2019). “Improving urban settlements for the poor: case studies of Dandora and Chaani projects in Kenya”, Reaching 

the Urban Poor: Project Implementation in Developing Countries. Taylor and Francis, pp. 145–162.
    7.   Lee-Smith, D. (2018). “Squatter landlords in Nairobi: a case study of Korogocho”, Housing Africa’S Urban Poor: Volume 2. Taylor 

and Francis, pp. 175–188.

Unrecognised duplicates (n=7)

    8.   Akhtar, A. S., and Rashid, A. (2021). “Dispossession and the militarised developer state: financialisation and class power on the 
agrarian-urban frontier of Islamabad, Pakistan.” Third World Quarterly, 42(8), 1866–1884.

    9.   Govender, V., and Loggia, C. (2021). “Adaptive reuse strategies in Durban inner city using hybrid mapping tools” Urban Book 
Series. Springer Science and Business Media Deutschland GmbH, pp. 219–250.

    10.   Govindasamy, A. R. (2010). “Indians and rural displacement: exclusion from region building in Malaysia.” Asian Journal of 
Political Science, 18(1), 90–104.

Page 8 of 19

Open Research Europe 2024, 4:178 Last updated: 01 OCT 2024



    11.   Jackson, A., and Archer, C. D. (2022). “Factors influencing Jamaican householders’ housing choice.” International Journal of 
Housing Markets and Analysis, 15(5), 1053–1071.

    12.   Kotyk, L. (2020). “Governing without governed and governors: an attempt to establish a non-hierarchical organizational 
repertoire1.” Partecipazione e Conflitto, 13(3), 1308–1323.

    13.   McKay, T., Fakudze, N., and Gunter, A. (2022). “The middle remains missing: class exclusion from the urban rental market in 
suburban Johannesburg.” Acta Academica, 54(1), 113–133.

    14.   Yung, B., and Lee, F. P. (2014). “‘Equal right to housing’ in Hong Kong housing policy: perspectives from disadvantaged 
groups.” Journal of Housing and the Built Environment, 29(4), 563–582.

Country misfit (n=13)

    15.   Bennett, J., Howden-Chapman, P., Chisholm, E., Keall, M., and Baker, M. G. (2016). “Towards an agreed quality standard for 
rental housing: field testing of a New Zealand housing WOF tool.” Australian and New Zealand journal of public health, 40(5), 
405–411.

    16.   Cox, G., and Phibbs, P. (1994). “Evaluation of a tenancy advice service case study of Waverley, Sydney.” Urban Policy and 
Research, 12(1), 40–46.

    17.   Dorn, V. (1997). “Changes in the social rented sector in Germany.” Housing Studies, 12(4), 463–475.
    18.   Kadir, N. (2016). The Autonomous Life? Paradoxes of Hierarchy and Authority in the Squatters Movement in Amsterdam: 

Manchester University Press.
    19.   Kotyk, L. (2020). “Governing without governed and governors: an attempt to establish a non-hierarchical organizational 

repertoire1.” Partecipazione e Conflitto, 13(3), 1308–1323.
    20.   Sim, D. (1996). “The Scottish house factoring profession.” Urban History, 23(3), 351–370.
    21.   Smith, M. P. (2017). Marginal Spaces: Comparative Urban and Community Research, volume 5: Taylor and Francis.
    22.   Stanbury, W. T., and Todd, J. D. (1990). “Landlords as economic oners of war.” Canadian Public Policy/Analyse de Politiques, 16(4), 

399–417.
    23.   Vanderwood, P. J. (2003). Night riders of Reelfoot lake: University of Alabama Press.
    24.   Varady, D. P., Walker, C. C., McClure, K., Smith-Heimer, J., and Larkins, S. (1999). “Helping families move: relocation counseling 

for housing-voucher recipients.” Netherlands Journal of Housing and the Built Environment, 14(1), 33–59.
    25.   Wates, N. (2013). The Battle for Tolmers Square: Taylor and Francis.
    26.   Wiesel, I., and Pawson, H. (2015). “Why do tenants leave social housing? Exploring residential and social mobility at the lowest 

rungs of Australia’s socioeconomic ladder.” Australian Journal of Social Issues, 50(4), 397–417.
    27.   Winter, A. K. (2016). “”Environmental sustainability? We don’t have that here”: Freetown Christiania as an unintentional eco-

village.” ACME, 15(1), 129–149.

Thematic/method misfit (n=66)

    28.   Abd Aziz, W. N. A. W., Hanif, N. R., and Ahmad, F. (2008). “The state intervention in achieving a quality urban living standard: a 
case study of rehabilitation of squatters’ colony in Kuala Lumpur.” International Journal of Housing Markets and Analysis, 1(4), 
337–351.

    29.   Abdullah, Y. A., Kuek, J. N., Hamdan, H., and Zulkifli, L. M. (2017). “Combating squatters in Malaysia: do we have adequate 
policies as instrument?” Planning Malaysia(6), 25–36.

    30.   Addo, I. A. (2014). “Urban low-income housing development in Ghana: politics, policy and challenges”, Urban Planning: 
Practices, Challenges and Benefits. Nova Science Publishers, Inc., pp. 89–118.

    31.   Adianto, J., Gabe, R. T., and Sihombing, A. (2022). “Houses with permeable walls: a case study from Kampong Kwitang, Central 
Jakarta.” International Journal of Design in Society, 16(2), 1–18.

    32.   Akhtar, A. S., and Rashid, A. (2021). “Dispossession and the militarised developer state: financialisation and class power on the 
agrarian-urban frontier of Islamabad, Pakistan.” Third World Quarterly, 42(8), 1866–1884.

    33.   Alam, S. M., and Markandey, K. (2020). Consequences of Unplanned Growth: A Case Study of Metropolitan Hyderabad.
    34.   Alkiser, Y., Dulgeroglu-Yuksel, Y., and Pulat-Gokmen, G. (2009). “An evaluation of urban transformation projects.” Archnet-Ijar 

International Journal of Architectural Research, 3(1), 30–44.
    35.   Angelo, D. (2017). “Histories of a burnt house: an archaeology of negative spaces and dispossession.” American Anthropologist, 

119(2), 253–268.
    36.   Anierobi, C., and Obasi, C. O. (2021). “Urbanization and rural-urban migration: toward involving the church in addressing pro-

poor urban housing challenges in Enugu, Nigeria.” SAGE Open, 11(3).
    37.   Anindito, D. B., Indriansyah, N. R., Maula, F. K., and Akbar, R. (2019). “A quantitative perspective on Kampung Kota: elaborating 

definition and variables of Indonesian informal settlements: case study: Kelurahan Tamansari, Bandung City.” International 
Review for Spatial Planning and Sustainable Development, 7(2), 53–74.

    38.   Aziz, F. A., Ujang, N., and Bakar, N. A. A. (2022). “Urban high-rise public housing for squatter resettlement: Desa Mentari as a 
case study.” New Design Ideas, 6(2), 159–175.
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    39.   Banerjee, B., and Verma, G. D. (1994). “Three Indian cases of upgradable plots.” Third World Planning Review, 16(3), 263–275.
    40.   Bhuvaneswari, R. (2016). “‘Speculative spaces’: the material practices of urban entrepreneurialism”, Entrepreneurial Urbanism 

in India: The Politics of Spatial Restructuring and Local Contestation. Springer Singapore, pp. 91–112.
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Science and Pollution Research.
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appropriate alternatives.” Environment and Urbanization, 17(1), 123–134.
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