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Continents

The PLOS ONE Editors

The PLOS ONE Editors retract this article [1, 2] due to concerns about compliance with the

PLOS Human Subjects Research policy.

Specifically, the ethics statement of this article [1] states that the study was approved by the

Ethics Committee of the Institut Fédératif de Recherche 48 under agreement #12–004. The

reported ethics approval document was issued after the study start date. PLOS does not accept

retrospective ethics approval. Furthermore, PLOS identified potential competing interests

between the approving ethics committee and one or more of the article’s authors.

Additionally, PLOS did not receive information or documentation to verify that the study

complied with ethics requirements and research regulations in the countries where samples

were collected.

A representative of the Aix-Marseille Université Ethics Committee stated that the institute

disagrees with the retraction decision, and that the department’s investigation has not deter-

mined that the article violates French regulations or international ethics rules. They also com-

mented that this study focuses exclusively on the analysis of lice and does not involve human

subjects, and therefore did not require ethics approval from a Comité de Protection des Per-

sonnes according to French law.

All authors either did not respond directly or could not be reached.
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