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Although many recombinant adenovirus vectors (rAd) have been developed, especially by using group C
adenoviruses, to transfer and express genes, such rAd do not readily infect B-cell lines due to the lack of the
coxsackievirus-adenovirus receptor. Bispecific antibodies have been used in different cell systems to facilitate
entry of rAd into otherwise nonpermissive cells. Bispecific antibody is synthesized by covalently linking two
monoclonal antibodies with distinct specificities. It has been shown that lymphoproliferative tumors commonly
express the cell surface protein CD70, while this receptor is normally expressed on only a small subset of highly
activated B cells and T cells. We therefore investigated whether a bispecific antibody with specificities for the
adenovirus fiber protein and CD70 can facilitate rAd entry and subsequent expression of rAd-encoded genes
in CD70-positive B cells. We found high CD70 expression on Epstein-Barr virus (EBV)-transformed lympho-
blastoid cell lines (LCLs), as well as some, but not all, Burkitt lymphoma (BL) lines. We show here that rAd
encoding green fluorescent protein (Ad-GFP) infects EBV-transformed LCLs and a CD70-positive BL line 10-
to 20-fold more efficiently in the presence of the CD70-fiber bispecific antibody. In contrast, the bispecific
antibody does not enhance Ad-GFP infection in CD70-deficient BL cells. Using the CD70-fiber bispecific
antibody, we increased the ability of rAd vectors encoding the EBV immediate-early proteins BZLF1 and
BRLF1 to induce the lytic form of EBV infection in LCLs. These results indicate that the CD70-fiber bispecific
antibody can enhance rAd infection of CD70-positive B cells and suggest the use of this vector to explore
EBV-positive LCLs.

The consistent presence of the Epstein-Barr virus (EBV)
genome in certain malignancies, particularly its nearly univer-
sal presence in AIDS-related central nervous system lympho-
mas (4, 6, 29) and nasopharyngeal carcinomas (31), suggests
that EBV itself could serve as a target for the preferential
killing of tumor cells using gene delivery methods. Although
the use of adenovirus vectors expressing EBV-specific toxins
could potentially be useful for treating EBV-positive epithelial
cell tumors, EBV-associated B-cell tumors are unlikely to be
susceptible to conventional adenovirus-mediated delivery. The
recently identified adenovirus receptor for serogroups 2 and 5,
the coxsackievirus-adenovirus receptor (CAR), is not ex-
pressed in most hematologic cell lines (19, 28, 44), and conse-
quently, adenovirus delivery to most B-cell lines is extremely
inefficient. Nevertheless, other advantageous aspects of recom-
binant adenovirus vectors (rAd), including the extremely high
achievable titers and the large size (10 kb) of the gene inserts
tolerated, continue to make rAd the most attractive currently
available gene delivery vectors. Therefore, there has been in-
tense interest in modifying rAd to improve their delivery into
hematopoietic cell types.

Bispecific antibodies (BsAb) are covalently linked antibod-
ies with distinct specificities (40). BsAb can extend a virus’s
normal tropism by using specific antibodies to the virus’s re-
ceptor (the fiber protein, in the case of adenovirus [41]) and an
alternate cellular ligand. For example, the delivery of rAd with
a FLAG epitope-modified adenovirus fiber protein to T cells
was shown to be greatly enhanced when a bispecific antibody
directed against the FLAG epitope and the T-cell-specific CD3
cell surface receptor (48) was used. The method has been
applied to other virus-cell surface ligand systems (5, 7, 49).

In this study, we have investigated the use of an anti-CD70–
antifiber BsAb to enhance adenovirus delivery to CD70-posi-
tive B-cell lines. CD70 expression is usually limited to a small
subset of highly activated B and T cells (42). In contrast,
EBV-immortalized B cells (lymphoblastoid cell lines [LCLs])
routinely express CD70 (42), as do a number of EBV-positive,
as well as EBV-negative, B-cell lymphomas (17, 27). Expres-
sion of CD70 (which has been identified as the CD27 ligand)
on T cells appears to have a physiological role in inducing
CD271 B cells to proliferate and differentiate into plasma cells
(2), while on B cells, CD70 seems to have a costimulatory effect
upon T cells (3). Interestingly, although CD70 expression in
vivo is usually limited to a few highly activated B cells and T
cells, CD70 is also expressed in EBV-positive nasopharyngeal
carcinomas (1, 31). Thus, CD70 expression could potentially
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serve as a relatively specific marker with which to direct ade-
novirus vectors to many EBV-infected cells and/or LCLs.

Here we show that BsAb directed against the CD70 receptor
and the adenovirus fiber protein (BsAb-CD70-fiber) signifi-
cantly enhance adenovirus delivery to CD70-positive, but not
CD70-negative, cell lines. By using this technique, we can ef-
fectively transfer genes to EBV-positive LCLs, including genes
that induce the EBV lytic cycle. Our group has previously
shown that adenovirus vectors expressing the EBV immediate-
early (IE) protein BZLF1 or BRLF1 can induce the lytic form
of EBV infection in EBV-positive tumors in vivo, thereby re-
sulting in specific killing of tumor cells (47). However, by using
methods including lipofection and electroporation, we have
been previously unable to demonstrate that BRLF1 expression
in LCLs induces lytic EBV infection (50), perhaps due to
inefficient delivery of BRLF1. Using BsAb-CD70-fiber, we now
demonstrate that the EBV BRLF1 IE protein (as well as the
BZLF1 protein) induces the lytic form of EBV infection in
LCLs. Thus, use of the CD70-fiber bispecific antibody may be
a useful approach by which to enhance the delivery of rAd to
CD70-positive cell lines.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Cell lines. LCLs were obtained by transforming primary human B cells from
different donors with the B958 strain of EBV. Raji, Jijoye, P3HR1, and Akata
cells are derived from various EBV-positive Burkitt lymphomas (BLs). DG75
cells are an EBV-negative BL cell line. A9 cells are a murine epithelioid fibro-
blast cell line. The culture medium used was RPMI medium (for all suspension
cells) or Dulbecco modified Eagle medium (for A9 cells) with 10% fetal bovine
serum at 37°C with 4% CO2 and 100% humidity.

Adenovirus vectors. The recombinant adenoviruses used in this study have
been previously developed and described (47). In brief, the relevant gene was
cloned into an adenovirus shuttle vector, and Cre-Lox-mediated recombination
between the shuttle vector and a replication-deficient type 5 adenovirus genome
with E1 and E3 deleted resulted in the recombinant adenovirus. Expression of
each gene of interest is driven by the cytomegalovirus IE promoter. Recombinant
adenoviruses were propagated in 293 cells by using initial stocks provided by the
UNC Gene Therapy Core facility.

BsAb. The anti-CD70 monoclonal antibody (MAb) Ki-24 used to construct the
anti-CD70–antifiber BsAb was produced from a hybridoma cell line that was a
gift from H. Stein. The anti-CD70-antifiber BsAb were made, as previously
described, by using succinimidyl-3-(2-pyridyldithiol)-propionate (SPDP) as a
cross-linking agent (40, 49). Briefly, a fourfold molar excess of SPDP was added
to 0.5 mg each of the neutralizing 7H11 antifiber knob MAb and the Ki-24
anti-CD70 MAb in borate-buffered solution (BBS), pH 8.5. After 30 min at room
temperature, the pH of Ki-24 was lowered by addition of 0.1 volume of 1 M
sodium acetate, pH 4.5, and 1 mg of solid dithiothreitol was added. After 5 min
at room temperature, the reduced Ki-24 was passed over a Pharmacia PD10
disposable Sephadex G-25 column in BBS and added to the SPDP-treated
antifiber MAb. Cross-linking was allowed to proceed for 1 h at room tempera-
ture, and the protein was concentrated to 0.3 ml and fractionated on an HR 10/30
Superose 12 column (Pharmacia) in BBS. Monomeric immunoglobulin G (ap-
proximately 50%) was discarded, and the cross-linked material was pooled. It
consisted of about 50% dimer, and the rest was higher-molecular-weight aggre-
gates. The final BsAb product had a concentration of 0.063 mg/ml and was
estimated to contain 1.2 3 1011 molecules per ml.

BsAb-adenovirus infection. To infect cells with rAd, 106 cells were washed
three times in Dulbecco modified Eagle medium-F12 medium (prechilled to 4°C)
and incubated for 30 min on ice. One million cells per sample were collected in
a 15-ml conical tube, and the cells were then pelleted in a centrifuge. The pellets
were then resuspended in 100 ml of medium in the presence or absence of BsAb
(0.63 mg/ml unless otherwise indicated) and incubated on ice for 1.5 to 2 h with
manual resuspension every 10 min. All samples were then washed three times
with medium, pelleted, resuspended in 100 ml with a given rAd (multiplicity of
infection [MOI] of 20:1 unless otherwise indicated) or plain medium, and incu-
bated on ice for 1.5 to 2 h as before. Finally, the cells were resuspended in 1.4 ml
of RPMI medium with 10% fetal bovine serum and cultured for 24 to 48 h before
further analysis. In some experiments, the BsAb was, instead, preincubated with

virus at 4°C for 1 h and then further incubated with cells for 1 h at 4°C before
culturing for 24 to 48 h in 1.4 ml of RPMI medium.

FACS. Cells to be examined for green fluorescent protein-associated fluores-
cence were trypsinized, if adherent, and then washed three times with phosphate
buffered saline (PBS) with 1% (wt/vol) bovine serum albumin. Finally, they were
resuspended in 0.5 to 1 ml of PBS and analyzed for relative fluorescence using a
Becton-Dickinson FACScan flow cytometer. Cells to be studied for the presence
of CD70 were fixed using ice-cold 60% acetone for 10 min and then washed three
times with PBS-bovine serum albumin. Cells were next incubated in a 1:100
dilution of the Ki-24 MAb at room temperature for 1 h and rewashed three
times. The fluorescein isothiocyanate-conjugated secondary antibody was ap-
plied for 1 h at room temperature in the dark, and cells were washed three more
times. Finally, the cells were resuspended in 0.5 to 1 ml of PBS and analyzed by
fluorescence-activated flow cytometry (FACS).

To quantitate CD70 receptor expression, a 1:100 dilution of anti-CDw70
(Pharmingen) and an equal concentration of an isotype control were used for
FACS. A 1:100 dilution of fluorescein isothiocyanate-conjugated goat anti-
mouse immunoglobulin G (Sigma) was used for immunofluorescence and FACS
studies.

Western blot analysis. Tissue culture samples were collected and washed in
PBS three times. Cells were resuspended in 40 to 80 ml of lysis buffer (0.25 M
NaCl, 0.1% NaPO4, 0.05 M HEPES, 0.005 EDTA) containing fresh 13 protease
inhibitor (Complete; Boehringer) and rapidly freeze-thawed three times. Cellu-
lar debris was removed by centrifugation in a tabletop microcentrifuge at 14,930
3 g for 15 min at 4°C, and the protein concentration was determined by a
Bradford assay. Between 40 and 100 mg of total cellular protein was loaded onto
a 10% denaturing polyacrylamide gel, and immunoblot analysis was subsequently
performed using anti-BZLF1 and anti-BRLF1 (Argenene) antibodies (both were
used at a 1:100 dilution) or anti-BMRF1 (Capricorn, Scarborough, Maine) (also
used at a 1:100 dilution) and the ECL detection kit (Amersham Pharmacia).

RESULTS

CD70 is expressed on a variety of EBV-positive B-cell lines.
To examine whether CD70 is expressed on a variety of differ-
ent EBV-positive B-cell lines, we used FACS. The levels of cell
surface CD70 expression on three different EBV-transformed
B-cell LCLs (LCL-1, LCL-2, and LCL-3), four different EBV-
positive BL cell lines (Jijoye, Raji, P3HR1, and Akata), and an
EBV-negative BL cell line (DG75) were determined by com-
paring the level of fluorescence of cells stained with a MAb to
CD70 with that of cells stained with an isotype control antibody
(Fig. 1). A9 cells (a murine epithelioid fibroblast line) served as
a negative control in these experiments.

As shown in Fig. 1, LCLs derived from three different indi-
viduals each expressed a high level of CD70. Of the EBV-
positive BL cell lines tested, three (Raji, Jijoye, and P3HR1)
expressed high levels of CD70, although one (Akata) expressed
essentially no CD70. The EBV-negative DG75 BL cell line also
expressed a high level of CD70. As expected, A9 cells stained
negative for CD70.

Interestingly, each of the EBV-positive cell lines shown to
express a high level of the CD70 receptor has type III EBV
latency (in which nine different EBV genes are expressed) (36).
In contrast, Akata cells, which have type I latency (character-
ized by viral gene expression restricted to expression of the
EBNA 1, BamHI-A, and EBER transcripts [24, 36]), have no
CD70 expression. This suggests that neither type I EBV infec-
tion nor c-myc translocation (which occurs in all BLs) is suffi-
cient to induce CD70 activation.

BsAb-CD70-fiber targets adenovirus vector-BsAb to CD701

cells. We next examined whether BsAb containing antibodies
directed against CD70 and the adenovirus fiber protein (BsAb-
CD70-fiber) increases the efficiency of rAd infection in CD70-
positive cell lines. A rAd expressing the green fluorescent pro-
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tein (AdGFP) under the control of the cytomegalovirus IE
promoter was used to infect LCLs (LCL-1 line) and the CD70-
positive Raji BL line in the presence or absence of BsAb.
Adenovirus infection of cells was assessed by quantitating the
level of green fluorescence using flow cytometry (Fig. 2). At an
MOI of 20, AdGFP did not efficiently infect either LCL-1 or
Raji cells, although at this MOI, AdGFP infected virtually
100% of HeLa cells (data not shown). Preincubation of cells
with BsAb alone, in the absence of AdGFP, did not increase
the percentage of fluorescent B cells. However, when either
Raji or LCL-1 cells were preincubated with the combination of
BsAb and AdGFP, a significant percentage of the cells (10 to
20%) were fluorescent (Fig. 2A). Preincubation of the adeno-
virus with BsAb and subsequent infection of the cells also
resulted in improved transduction of CD70 cells (Fig. 2B).
These results indicate that BsAb-CD70-fiber increases adeno-
virus infectivity in CD70-positive B-cell lines 10- to 20-fold.

BsAb-CD70-fiber does not target adenovirus vector to
CD702 cells. If the BsAb-CD70-fiber targets rAd to CD70,
then adenovirus gene transfer into CD70-negative cell lines
should not be augmented by BsAb. To confirm that this is the
case, we compared the levels of infectivity of AdGFP in a

CD70-negative BL line (Akata) in the presence and absence of
BsAb-CD70-fiber. Although Akata cells are intrinsically more
susceptible to adenovirus transduction than either Raji or
LCL-1 cells in the absence of BsAb, the addition of BsAb-
CD70-fiber did not increase the level of AdGFP transduction
in Akata cells at an MOI of either 20 or 50 (Fig. 3). Therefore,
BsAb-CD70-fiber does not enhance adenovirus transduction in
B-cell lines lacking CD70.

Dose-response relationship of BsAb-CD70-fiber. Although
BsAb-CD70-fiber increased rAd delivery to LCL-1 and Raji
cells 10- to 20-fold, we were still unable to transduce the
majority of cells using rAd at an MOI of 20 (Fig. 2). The
relative inefficiency of BsAb-CD70-fiber rAd delivery may re-
flect the fact that there are only 250 high-affinity CD70 recep-
tors on EBV-transformed lymphoblasts (14), versus 3,000 to
10,000 CARs on HeLa cells (11, 18, 32). In an effort to increase
the number of cells transduced, we examined the effect of
raising the concentration of BsAb from 0.6 to 1.2 mg/ml upon
AdGFP transduction into LCL-1 and Raji cells (Fig. 4). In-
creasing the concentration of BsAb from 0.6 to 1.2 mg/ml

FIG. 1. Expression of CD70 on LCLs and BLs. The presence of
surface CD70 in various cell lines was quantitated by FACS. (A) The
level of fluorescence of Raji cells stained with a CD70 antibody versus
that of Raji cells stained with an isotype control antibody is shown. (B)
A bar graph of the percentage of CD70-positive stained cells is shown
using three LCLs (LCL-1, -2, and -3), three type III latency EBV-
positive BL lines (Jijoye, Raji, and P3HR1), an EBV-negative BL line
(DG75), a type I latency EBV-positive BL line (Akata), and a murine
epithelioid fibroblast line (A9).

FIG. 2. BsAb increase adenovirus delivery to CD701 cells. (A)
LCL-1 or Raji cells (106) were pretreated with either medium alone or
CD70-fiber BsAb (0.6 mg/ml) for 2 h on ice. Cells were then treated
with AdGFP (a recombinant adenovirus vector that expresses the
green fluorescent protein) at an MOI of 20 for 2 h. The cells were
washed and cultured for 2 days in a 24-well plate. Cells were then
examined by FACS for green fluorescence. (B) Raji cells were first
exposed to BsAb and then washed and subsequently incubated with
AdGFP (as for panel A) (first four columns), or alternatively, BsAb
were first preincubated with AdGFP on ice for 1 h and this mixture was
then incubated with the cells (results shown in the last column labeled
with asterisks).

VOL. 75, 2001 ADENOVIRUS INFECTION OF CD70-POSITIVE B CELLS 5217



produced only a small increase in the percentage of AdGFP-
infected cells. Since we estimated that a BsAb dose of 0.6
mg/ml already contains over 100 molecules of BsAb per CD70
receptor, as well as over 100 molecules of BsAb per adenovirus
particle, the failure of an increased dose of BsAb to enhance
the infectivity of CD70-positive cells is not particularly surpris-
ing. Higher doses of BsAb were associated with increasing
levels of cytotoxicity in the absence of rAd. In addition, in-
creasing the AdGFP MOI to 500 did not significantly enhance
AdGFP transduction of Raji cells (data not shown). Thus, the
inability to infect all Raji and LCL-1 cells using the CD70-fiber
bispecific antibody cannot readily be overcome by simply in-
creasing the concentration of bispecific antibody or adenovirus
vector and may, instead, reflect a level of expression of the
CD70 receptor inadequate to mediate adenovirus entry into a
portion of these cells. We cannot completely exclude the pos-
sibility that not all antibody-virus complexes are infectious due
to steric hindrance.

CD70 specificity in BsAb is required for enhanced transduc-
tion of LCL-1 cells. If BsAb-CD70-fiber functions as expected,
then we would anticipate that BsAb containing the adenovirus
fiber antibody linked to an irrelevant antibody (directed
against the influenza virus hemagglutinin [HA] epitope) would
not be able to mediate adenovirus entry into CD70-positive

cell lines. As shown in Fig. 5, this prediction is indeed the case.
The bispecific HA-fiber antibody did not enhance transduction
of the AdGFP vector into LCL-1 cells, while the CD70-fiber
BsAb did show enhancement of gene transfer. In contrast, the
HA-fiber BsAb does increase adenovirus entry into cells con-
stitutively expressing an HA-tagged receptor (Ray Pickles, un-
published data). Thus, as expected, the ability of BsAb-CD70-
fiber to mediate adenovirus entry into B cells requires both the
CD70 receptor and the CD70 component of the antibody.

BsAb-CD70-fiber enhances delivery of EBV IE genes by ad-
enovirus vectors into LCLs. A major interest of our laboratory
has been the development of gene delivery methods by which
to induce EBV-dependent cell killing (23). However, we have
previously been unable to efficiently deliver genes into LCLs by
using a variety of methods (electroporation, lipofection, or
adenovirus delivery). We thus examined whether BsAb-CD70-
fiber can enhance the delivery of rAd vectors encoding the
EBV IE proteins BZLF1 and BRLF1 into EBV-positive LCLs.
LCL-1 cells were infected with the adenovirus-BZLF1 (AdZ)
(Fig. 6A) or adenovirus-BRLF1 (AdR) (Fig. 6B) vector in the
presence or absence of bispecific CD70-fiber antibody. As a
control, an adenovirus vector expressing the b-galactosidase
gene (AdLacZ) was also used to infect LCL-1 cells in the
presence of bispecific antibody. The levels of BZLF1 and
BRLF1 expression were quantitated by immunoblot analysis of
infected cells. Both the BZLF1 and BRLF1 rAd vectors pro-
duced substantially more protein in LCL-1 cells in the pres-
ence of BsAb. Actin staining of the immunoblots confirmed
equal protein loading. Thus, BsAb-CD70-fiber can be used to
allow BZLF1 and BRLF1 delivery to EBV-positive LCLs in
vitro.

BsAb-CD70-fiber-mediated expression of BZLF1 or BRLF1
induces lytic EBV infection in LCLs. Although it is clear that
both BZLF1 and BRLF1 can induce the lytic form of EBV
infection in certain BL lines (8, 33, 34, 47), as well as in
EBV-positive epithelial cell lines (50), the ability of BZLF1
and BRLF1 to induce the lytic form of EBV replication in
LCLs has been somewhat controversial (8, 50), perhaps due to
the lack of an efficient system of delivery to these cells. We
previously reported that transfected BRLF1 did not induce the
lytic form of EBV replication in two different LCL lines, but

FIG. 3. CD70-fiber BsAb do not enhance AdGFP infection in
CD702 cells. Akata cells, with or without CD70-fiber BsAb (0.6 mg/
ml), were infected with different MOIs of AdGFP. Green fluorescence
of cells was quantitated by FACS.

FIG. 4. Dose-response relationship of CD70-fiber BsAb and AdGFP
entry. LCL-1 and Raji cells were exposed to various concentrations of
CD70-fiber BsAb, infected with AdGFP, and incubated for 2 days. The
percentage of cells expressing GFP was quantitated by FACS.

FIG. 5. CD70 specificity of BsAb is required for enhanced infection
of LCL-1 cells. LCL-1 cells were exposed to no BsAb, CD70-fiber
BsAb, or negative control (HA-fiber) BsAb. Each sample was then
washed and exposed to either medium alone or AdGFP. The percent-
age of cells expressing GFP was quantitated by FACS after 2 days of
incubation.

5218 ISRAEL ET AL. J. VIROL.



these negative results could potentially have resulted from
insufficient transfection efficiency (50). We therefore used
BsAb-CD70-fiber to reexamine the effect of BZLF1 and
BRLF1 expression in LCLs. As shown in Fig. 7, both the AdZ
and AdR vectors induced expression of the lytic EBV protein
BMRF1 in the presence, but not in the absence, of BsAb-
CD70-fiber, whereas the control AdLacZ combined with BsAb

had no effect. These results thus clearly show that both BZLF1
and BRLF1 can induce the lytic form of EBV infection in
LCLs. Furthermore, the inclusion of the bispecific CD70-fiber
antibody was required for BMRF1 expression.

DISCUSSION

Adenovirus vectors have many attractive features (such as
very high viral titers and the accommodation of large gene
inserts) that are not currently available when other vectors are
used. However, many hematopoietic cell types are not readily
infectible by conventional adenovirus vectors, primarily due to
insufficient CAR expression (28). In this study, we have created
BsAb directed against the adenovirus fiber protein and a cel-
lular receptor, CD70, which is expressed on highly activated B
cells and T cells. We demonstrated that these BsAb specifically
and significantly enhance adenovirus infection of CD70-posi-
tive, but not CD70-negative, B-cell lines. Thus, this method
should prove useful for specifically increasing delivery of ade-
novirus vectors to CD70-positive cells.

The primary receptor of the fiber protein for adenovirus
serotypes 2 and 5 has been identified (CAR) (37, 44). The
CAR protein interacts with the knob domain of the adenovirus
fiber protein to mediate initial attachment of the virus to the
cell (38). Adenovirus internalization is also significantly en-
hanced by the presence of avb3/5 integrins, which interact with
the virus penton base (20, 30). EBV infection of B cells has
been reported to increase av integrin expression (21), as well as
increase the efficiency of adenovirus infection (22). Neverthe-
less, because the CAR protein is not present in lymphocyte
lineages, EBV-positive LCLs still remain highly resistant to
adenovirus infection. As shown in this report, the use of a
conventional adenovirus vector at an MOI of 20 to 50 results in
gene delivery to, at most, 1 to 2% of EBV-positive LCLs, in
contrast to essentially 100% delivery to a variety of CAR-
positive epithelial lines.

A variety of methods are currently being tested as ways to
increase the delivery of adenovirus vectors to lymphocytes.
Modification of the fiber protein has been used successfully to
broaden adenovirus tropism to alternative cellular receptors
(13), and a similar approach could potentially be used to target
adenovirus infection to a lymphocyte-specific receptor. Alter-
nately, Curiel et al. have shown that adenovirus particles can
transduce plasmid DNA that has been coupled to the capsid
exterior into LCLs, transducing up to 60% of cells; however, an
MOI of 1,000 to 3,000 was required for this level of efficiency
(10). Other studies have likewise required MOIs of 100 to 500
in order to gain entry in LCLs (21, 22). By using another
approach, an adenovirus type 3-pseudotyped vector has been
shown to infect LCLs 10 times more efficiently than a control
vector pseudotyped with adenovirus type 5 (the serotype used
in the prototype adenovirus vectors [46]). When 5,000 to
50,000 particles per cell were used, serotype 3-derived vectors
could transduce genes into 20 to 50% of LCLs (46). Neverthe-
less, adenovirus type 3-derived vectors also deliver genes to
non-LCLs as well (43) and thus cannot be used to specifically
deliver toxic genes to lymphoid cells.

We report here the first attempt to target the cellular CD70
receptor for specific gene delivery. The CD70 receptor could
potentially be used to induce relatively specific killing of ma-

FIG. 6. CD70-fiber BsAb enhance AdZ and AdR entry into LCL-1
cells. (A) LCL-1 cells, with or without CD70-fiber BsAb, were either
mock infected, infected with AdZ, or infected with AdLacZ. All in-
fections were done at an MOI of 20. After 2 days, immunoblot assays
were performed on extracts from each sample, followed by staining
with a MAb against BZLF1. Staining for b-actin was used to ensure
equal sample loading. (B) LCLs, with or without CD70-fiber BsAb,
were mock infected, infected with AdR, or infected with AdLacZ.
After 2 days, immunoblot assays were performed on extracts from each
sample, followed by staining with a MAb against BRLF1 or actin. NS
indicates a nonspecific band.

FIG. 7. BsAb-enabled expression of BZLF1 and BRLF1 induces
BMRF1 in LCLs. LCL-1 cells, with or without CD70-fiber BsAb (0.6
mg/ml), were mock infected or infected with AdR, AdZ, or AdLacZ at
an MOI of 20. After 2 days, immunoblot assays were performed on
extracts from each sample, followed by staining with a MAb against the
early lytic EBV protein BMRF1. Staining for b-actin was used to
ensure equal sample loading.
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lignant lymphocytes, since CD70 is highly expressed in a num-
ber of hematologic malignancies (15, 27, 35, 45) but is normally
expressed on only a small subset of highly activated B and T
lymphocytes and is not detectably expressed in resting or mem-
ory lymphoid compartments or other tissue types (26). In ad-
dition, CD70-specific gene delivery could potentially be used to
regulate undesirable immune responses, for example, to pre-
vent organ transplant rejection.

A significant advantage of the BsAb approach is that ade-
novirus tropism can be redirected away from the normal target
cells and toward a specific cell type of interest. Adenovirus
vectors with a specific cellular tropism would be particularly
useful for limiting the toxicity of vectors that are intentionally
designed to kill cells. In addition, the toxicity of adenovirus
transduction to liver cells (which are CD70 negative [42]), even
in the absence of toxic gene inserts, could be minimized. How-
ever, the bispecific-antibody approach cannot prevent adeno-
virus delivery to the natural cellular receptor (CAR) unless the
fiber protein is completely bound by the bispecific antibody. In
this study, we were unable to prevent adenovirus transduction
to CD70-negative cells using the CD70-fiber bispecific anti-
body. However, the use of higher concentrations of the CD70-
fiber bispecific antibody could potentially prevent infection
through the natural CAR.

Although we were able to increase adenovirus delivery to
CD70-positive B-cell lines 10- to 20-fold by using BsAb-CD70-
fiber, we nevertheless were still unable to infect the majority of
cells. It is not clear from the present study what limits the rate
of transduction. The amount of BsAb does not appear to be
limiting, given that we used in excess of 100 molecules per
CD70 receptor, and increased BsAb did not increase transduc-
tion efficiency. Variable stoichiometry between the individual
particles within our current BsAb preparation may sterically
decrease the efficiency of binding. More likely, the amount of
surface CD70 expression, which is considerably less than the
level of CAR found on rAd-infectible cells (11, 14, 18, 32), may
be limiting. Alternatively, subsequent receptor internalization
may be inadequate in the majority of cells to support adeno-
virus entry.

In the case of EBV-associated tumors, our results suggest
that some, but not all, EBV-positive malignancies express
CD70. There are at least three different patterns of EBV gene
expression associated with malignancy (types I, II, and III),
with type I malignancies expressing the fewest EBV genes and
type III expressing the most. We found that all cell lines con-
taining the type III pattern of EBV gene expression also
showed CD70 expression, whereas the one cell line with type I
infection (the BL line Akata) did not express CD70. Similar
results have been reported by others (39). This suggests that
neither the EBV genes expressed in type I infection (charac-
terized by viral expression restricted to EBNA-1, EBERs, and
BamHI-A RNAs) nor c-myc translocation is sufficient to in-
duce CD70. EBV-positive BLs in patients commonly manifest
type I, rather than type III, infection and rarely express the
CD70 receptor (17). Nevertheless, EBV-positive malignancies
which commonly have type III infection (such as AIDS-asso-
ciated lymphomas [12], primary central nervous system lym-
phoma [16, 25], and posttransplant lymphoproliferative disease
[9]) have been shown to express the CD70 receptor in vivo. In
addition, at least one type of malignancy associated with type

II EBV infection (nasopharyngeal carcinoma) expresses CD70
as well (31). This strongly suggests that the EBV LMP-1 or
LMP-2 protein is responsible for CD70 induction (since these
viral proteins are expressed in type II and III, but not type I,
latency). In addition, the finding that nasopharyngeal carcino-
mas express CD70 suggests that EBV type II latent infection
induces CD70 expression on a cell type(s) which normally
expresses no CD70.

Our ability to increase adenovirus delivery to CD70-positive
B-cell lines 10- to 20-fold by using the CD70-fiber bispecific
antibody has already proved highly useful, since these cells are
normally resistant to adenovirus-mediated delivery. For exam-
ple, by using the BsAb technology, we were able to examine the
effect of adenovirus vectors expressing the EBV IE proteins
BZLF1 and BRLF1 in LCLs. Our laboratory had previously
shown induction of the lytic form of EBV infection in LCLs by
BZLF1 but not BRLF1 (delivered by electroporation) (50),
while another laboratory found the converse by using a vac-
cinia virus vector to deliver BZLF1 and BRLF1 (8). We show
here that efficient delivery of the gene for either BZLF1 or
BRLF1 into LCLs (which was only achieved with adenovirus
vectors by using the BsAb approach) induces the lytic form of
EBV infection. This approach could potentially be useful for
inducing specific killing of EBV-positive lymphoblastoid ma-
lignancies.
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