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Detection of the resistance mediated by class C �-lactamases remains a challenging issue, considering that
transferable plasmid-mediated class C �-lactamases are of worldwide concern. Methods for the identification
of strains that produce extended-spectrum �-lactamases (ESBLs) or metallo-�-lactamases (MBLs) have been
developed and applied for routine use in clinical microbiology laboratories, but no practical methods for
identification of plasmid-mediated class C producers have been established to date. We therefore developed
three simple methods for clinical microbiology laboratories that allow identification of plasmid-mediated class
C �-lactamase-producing bacteria using a boronic acid derivative, 3-aminophenylboronic acid (APB), one of
the specific inhibitors of class C �-lactamases. Detection by the disk potentiation test was based on the
enlargement of the growth-inhibitory zone diameter (by greater than or equal to 5 mm) around a Kirby-Bauer
disk containing a ceftazidime (CAZ) or a cefotaxime (CTX) disk in combination with APB. In a double-disk
synergy test, the discernible expansion of the growth-inhibitory zone around the CAZ or the CTX disk toward
a disk containing APB was indicative of class C �-lactamase production. A greater than or equal to eightfold
decrease in the MIC of CAZ or CTX in the presence of APB was the criterion for detection in the microdilution
test. By using these methods, Escherichia coli and Klebsiella pneumoniae isolates producing plasmid-mediated
class C �-lactamases, ACT-1, CMY-2, CMY-9, FOX-5, LAT-1, and MOX-1, were successfully distinguished
from those producing other classes of �-lactamases, such as ESBLs and MBLs. These methods will provide
useful information needed for targeted antimicrobial therapy and better infection control.

The production of �-lactamases is the major mechanism of
resistance to �-lactams, which are most frequently used for the
treatment of various infectious diseases. Class C �-lactamases,
which belong to group 1 according to the classification of Bush
et al. (7), are cephalosporinases, which are poorly inhibited by
�-lactamase inhibitors, such as clavulanic acid (CLA) and sul-
bactam. Class C �-lactamases are clinically important because
they usually confer resistance to a variety of �-lactams, includ-
ing oxyiminocephalosporins and some cephamycins, as well as
penicillins and monobactam, when they are produced in large
amounts (14, 21, 32). They are usually chromosomally encoded
AmpC enzymes in several bacterial species belonging to the
family Enterobacteriaceae, including Enterobacter cloacae, En-
terobacter aerogenes, Citrobacter freundii, Morganella morganii,
Serratia marcescens, and Escherichia coli, which are frequently
encountered as nosocomial pathogens. Moreover, since the
first report of transferable plasmid-mediated class C �-lacta-
mases, such as MIR-1, in the late 1980s (3, 30), their increasing
presence worldwide is becoming of great concern (9, 13, 22,
24). In Japan, MOX-1 (15), CMY-9 (10), and CMY-2 and
DHA-1 (unpublished data) have been identified so far. Al-
though simple methods for the identification of extended-spec-
trum �-lactamases (ESBLs) and metallo-�-lactamases (MBLs)

have been established and are already in laboratory use (1, 29),
detection of the resistance mediated by class C �-lactamases
still remains a challenging issue. Several methods that use the
Kirby-Bauer (KB) disk potentiation method (20, 21, 34, 35, 45)
with some �-lactamase inhibitors (2, 5) or the three-dimen-
sional method (9, 22, 39) have been developed; and a cefoxitin
agar medium-based assay that uses preparations of bacterial
cell extracts has been reported (26). However, these methods
are technically intricate, and interpretation of their results is
not sufficiently simple for routine use in clinical microbiology
laboratories. PCR or multiplex PCR analyses are able to pro-
vide satisfactory results in the identification and classification
of genes for �-lactamases (25, 31, 38, 44), but equipment avail-
ability is limited to medical institutions, such as university hos-
pitals. They are also costly and require time-consuming tech-
niques. An enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay has also been
developed and has known sensitivity and specificity for the
detection of certain class C �-lactamases. This technique is less
costly than genetic methods, but it is not sensitive for the
detection of class C �-lactamases that possess less than 70%
homology to CMY-2 (16). Thus, practical and simple methods
for detection of the resistance mediated by plasmid-mediated
class C �-lactamases are urgently needed for enhanced infec-
tion control.

In 1982, boronic acids were reported as reversible inhibitors
of AmpC enzymes belonging to the class C �-lactamases (4).
Serial studies revealed the structure-based mechanism of inhi-
bition of AmpC �-lactamases by boronic acids (34, 37, 41), and
novel compounds that inhibit AmpC �-lactamases with nano-
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molar Ki values were prepared by stereoselective organic syn-
thesis (23). However, there are only a few reports of studies
that applied boronic acids to the identification of class C �-lac-
tamase-producing bacteria (19, 34). In the present study we
used one of the boronic acids, 3-aminophenylboronic acid
(APB), and here we propose simple and practical methods for
the identification of class C �-lactamase-producing bacteria
showing resistance to broad-spectrum �-lactams, including
cephamycins. The methods constructed in the present study
promise to be very helpful for the screening of plasmid-medi-
ated class C �-lactamase-producing bacteria in clinical micro-
biology laboratories.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Bacterial strains, chemicals, and antibiotics. The bacterial strains used in this
study and the �-lactamases that they produce are shown in Table 1. The types of

�-lactamase genes were previously confirmed by PCR analyses, cloning and
sequencing experiments, as well as isoelectric focusing, as described elsewhere
(6, 10, 15, 25, 36, 40, 42, 43, 44). APB, 3-nitrophenylboronic acid (NPB), and
2-thiopheneboronic acid (TPB) were purchased from Tokyo Kasei Kogyo Co.,
Ltd. (Tokyo, Japan). Dimethyl sulfoxide (DMSO) was purchased from Wako
Pure Chemical Industries, Ltd. (Osaka, Japan). Mueller-Hinton (MH) agar and
MH broth were obtained from Becton Dickinson and Company (Paramus, N.J.).
KB disks were commercially supplied by Eiken Chemical Co., Ltd. (Tokyo,
Japan).

Susceptibility test. The MICs of ceftazidime (CAZ) and cefotaxime (CTX) with
or without �-lactamase inhibitors were determined by the agar dilution method with
MH agar, according to the recommendations of CLSI (formerly the National Com-
mittee for Clinical Laboratory Standards) in document M2-A8 (28). Clavulanic acid
(GlaxoSmithKline K.K., Tokyo, Japan) was added at a concentration of 4 �g/ml, and
both sodium mercaptoacetic acid (SMA) and APB were added at a concentration of
300 �g/ml. The MIC of APB was generally above 2,400 �g/ml, so the concentration
of APB employed in this study did not show any detectable effect on bacterial growth
or susceptibilities to antimicrobial agents.

TABLE 1. Bacterial strains used in this study and MICs of CAZ and CTX with or without �-lactamase inhibitors

Strain �-Lactamase
MIC (�g/ml)

Reference
CAZ CAZ � CLA CAZ � SMA CAZ � APB CTX CTX � CLA CTX � SMA CTX � APB

E. coli NS12 CMY-2 128 64 128 4 64 32 64 2 This study
E. coli HKY515 CMY-2 256 128 256 4 64 32 64 4 This study
E. coli HKY701 CMY-2 128 128 128 2 32 32 64 4 This study
E. coli MRY041197 CMY-2 �256 256 �256 8 128 128 128 8 This study
E. coli HKY581 CMY-2 256 128 256 8 128 128 256 4 This study
E. coli C502 CMY-2 256 256 256 16 16 32 32 2 This study
E. coli KG2 CMY-2 128 128 64 4 64 32 64 8 This study
E. coli MRY041243 CMY-8 256 256 �256 4 64 32 64 0.5 This study
E. coli M68 CMY-9 256 256 256 1 �256 �256 �256 16 10
E. coli Coral Gables 66040 FOX-5 �128 �128 �128 4 64 64 64 1 G. A. Jacoby
E. coli Coral J53 (a trans-

formant)
ACT-1 8 4 4 �0.25 2 2 2 �0.25 G. A. Jacoby

E. coli HKY28 Mutant AmpC 64 32 64 4 16 4 8 1 11
K. pneumoniae NU2936 MOX-1 64 32 32 0.5 256 256 256 8 15
K. pneumoniae HKY-L1 MOX-1 32 32 32 1 128 128 128 4 This study
K. pneumoniae KPW142 CMY-8 32 32 64 1 128 128 128 4 This study
K. pneumoniae HKY209 CMY-9 �128 �128 �128 2 �128 �128 �128 2 This study
K. pneumoniae HKY327 CMY-19 �256 �256 �256 16 64 64 64 1 This study
K. pneumoniae 5064 FOX-5 64 64 64 2 8 16 16 0.5 36
K. pneumoniae Bronx

Lebanon 18
ACT-1 64 64 128 64 8 16 8 0.5 G. A. Jacoby

K. pneumoniae P20 LAT-1 64 64 64 2 32 32 32 1 40
Hafnia alvei EE47a AmpC 64 128 64 2 32 64 32 2 This study
E. coli NCB03522b CMY-2 � CTX-M-9 64 16 64 16 256 8 256 256 This study
K. pneumoniae NCB02189a DHA-1 � CTX-M-9 16 128 16 1 32 8 32 2 This study
E. coli AYW-1 TEM-26 �128 0.5 �128 �128 2 �0.06 2 2 44
E. coli HKY322 TEM-91 128 0.5 128 �128 1 �0.06 1 1 18
E. coli MRY041435 TEM-132 64 1 64 64 8 �0.25 4 4 This study
E. coli HKY453 SHV-24 �128 2 �128 �128 2 0.13 2 2 17
E. coli NCB03515 CTX-M-3 32 �0.25 16 16 �256 �0.25 256 256 This study
E. coli MRY04718 CTX-M-3 64 1 128 32 �256 �0.25 �256 �256 This study
E. coli AYW-2 CTX-M-2 8 0.13 8 4 �128 �0.06 �128 �128 This study
E. coli NCB03490 CTX-M-2 4 �0.25 4 1 128 �0.25 256 64 This study
E. coli NCB03520 CTX-M-14 2 0.25 4 1 128 0.13 �128 128 This study
E. coli AYW-3 CTX-M-9 0.5 �0.06 0.5 0.25 32 �0.06 64 16 This study
K. pneumoniae HKY402 SHV-12 �128 1 �128 �128 32 �0.06 32 32 44
K. pneumoniae MRY041410 TEM-132 64 1 64 64 4 �0.25 4 8 This study
K. pneumoniae K108 CTX-M-1 2 0.25 1 2 64 �0.06 64 64 This study
K. pneumoniae MRY04332 CTX-M-3 16 1 8 8 128 �0.25 128 128 This study
K. pneumoniae HKY495 CTX-M-2 16 1 16 16 128 0.13 �128 �128 This study
K. pneumoniae MRY04504 CTX-M-2 2 �0.25 2 4 64 �0.25 128 64 This study
K. pneumoniae NCB03502 CTX-M-9 0.5 0.06 1 1 32 �0.06 64 32 This study
K. pneumoniae NCB03081 CTX-M-9 4 �0.25 4 4 32 �0.25 32 32 This study
K. pneumoniae KG525 GES-3J �128 �128 �128 �128 64 8 64 32 42
K. pneumoniae KG502 GES-4J �128 �128 �128 �128 32 16 16 16 43
E. coli NCB03426 IMP-1 64 64 �0.25 64 16 16 �0.25 16 This study
E. coli NCB02465 IMP-1 128 128 �0.25 128 32 64 �0.25 64 This study
K. pneumoniae KP115 IMP-1 �128 128 1 �128 64 64 0.25 64 This study
K. pneumoniae NCB03034 IMP-1 64 64 �0.25 64 128 128 �0.25 128 This study
E. coli EE61 OXA-30 2 2 2 2 4 4 4 4 This study

a Production of AmpC or DHA-1 might be augmented in the presence of clavulanic acid.
b E. coli strain NCB03522 also produces the TEM-1 penicillinase.
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Detection of class C �-lactamase production. Class C �-lactamase production
was determined by the following three methods. Clinical isolates of Klebsiella
pneumoniae or E. coli producing the following plasmid-mediated class C �-lac-
tamases were used as positive controls: ACT-1 (6), CMY-2 and CMY-9 (10),
FOX-5 (36), LAT-1 (40), and MOX-1 (15). Because of the similarity of its

chromosomal enzyme to one of the plasmid-mediated �-lactamases, ACC-1, an
isolate of Hafnia alvei was added to the positive controls (24). As negative
controls, we used clinical isolates of K. pneumoniae or E. coli producing other
plasmid-mediated �-lactamases: TEM-26 (44); TEM-91 (17); SHV-12 (44);
SHV-24 (18); CTX-M-1, CTX-M-2, CTX-M-9, and GES-3 (42); GES-4 (43); and

FIG. 1. DDST and disk potentiation test for class C �-lactamase producers. (A) Scheme of disk arrangement for the two tests. The upper three
disks are for DDST, and the lower two are for the disk potentiation test. The amount of APB added to the disk was 300 �g. (B) Typical observations
of the growth-inhibitory zones among class C �-lactamase producers. The growth-inhibitory zones are expanded toward the APB disk in DDST.
In the disk potentiating test, the diameter of the growth-inhibitory zone is expanded around the disk containing both CAZ and APB compared
with that around the disk containing solely CAZ. (C) Practical changes in the morphologies or the diameters of the growth-inhibitory zones among
the class C �-lactamase-producing strains. Expansion of the growth-inhibitory zone toward the APB disk is observed around the disks containing
CAZ or CTX in DDST (upper) among the class C �-lactamase producers. In the disk potentiation test (lower), enlargement of the diameter of
the growth-inhibitory zone of greater than or equal to 5 mm is seen among all class C �-lactamase producers except K. pneumoniae BronxLebanon
18. (D) DDST and disk potentiation test against chromosomal AmpC producers. Similar findings are observed among gram-negative rods that
produce chromosomally encoded inducible AmpC type �-lactamases, suggesting that the new identification method described in the present study
can also be applied to chromosomal AmpC producers, as well as plasmid-mediated class C �-lactamase producers.
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IMP-1 (Table 1). The boronic acids APB, NPB, and TPB were dissolved in
DMSO at a concentration of 100 mg/ml and used for the following tests.

Disk potentiation test. A colony of a test strain which was suspected of being
a class C �-lactamase producer was suspended in and diluted with MH broth
medium to 108 CFU/ml and spread on an MH agar plate with a cotton swab,
according to the protocol recommended by CLSI in document M2-A8 (28).
Three hundred micrograms of one of the boronic acids, APB, NPB, or TPB, was
added to a commercially available KB disk containing 30 �g of CAZ or CTX.
These disks were placed on the MH agar plate described above in pairs with a KB
disk containing 30 �g of CAZ or CTX with a center-to-center distance of 30 mm
(Fig. 1A). The agar plates were incubated at 37°C overnight. The diameter of the
growth-inhibitory zone around a CAZ disk with APB was compared with that
around a CAZ disk without APB for the detection of class C �-lactamase
production.

Double-disk synergy test (DDST). Three hundred micrograms of APB was
added to a disk that contained no antibiotics and that was the same size as the
KB disk. This APB-containing disk was placed on an MH agar plate on which the
bacterial suspension to be examined had been spread. Two other KB disks
containing 30 �g of CAZ and CTX were also placed on the MH agar plate, with
a center-to-center distance to the boronic acid-containing disk of 18 mm (Fig.
1A). The plate was incubated at 37°C overnight, and the change in the shape of
the growth-inhibitory zone around the CAZ or the CTX disk through the inter-
action with the boronic acid-containing disk was observed for the detection of
class C �-lactamase production (Fig. 1B).

Microdilution test. MH broth containing serial dilutions of CAZ or CTX at
concentrations ranging from 0.125 to 256 �g/ml and containing 300 �g (1.9 mM)
of APB with the same serial dilution of CAZ or CTX was prepared and placed
in a 96-well plate. A bacterial suspension was inoculated into each well, accord-
ing to the recommendation of CLSI in document M7-A6 (27). The plate was
incubated at 37°C overnight. The decrease in the MIC of CAZ or CTX in com-
bination with APB was used for the identification of a class C �-lactamase
producer.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Plasmid-mediated class C �-lactamases have been identified
worldwide since the late 1980s, and they are emerging threats
to antibiotic therapy for various infectious diseases because
they confer to pathogenic bacteria, especially E. coli and
K. pneumoniae, resistance to broad-spectrum �-lactams (9, 10,
13, 15, 22, 24, 32). Boronic acids have been recognized as
specific inhibitors of AmpC �-lactamases since 1982 (4, 8, 34,
37, 41). Using three commercially available boronic acids,
APB, NPB, and TPB, in the present study, we evaluated three
different methods for the identification of bacteria producing
class C �-lactamases which would be simple enough for routine
use in a clinical microbiology laboratory.

First, we developed the disk potentiation test, which is sim-
ilar to the confirmation test for ESBL production recommend-
ed by CLSI in document M100-S14 (29). We selected three
commercially available boronic acids, APB, NPB, and TPB, as
the specific inhibitors of class C �-lactamases and observed the
enlargement of the growth-inhibitory zone diameter around
the disk containing CAZ in combination with these inhibitors.
The boronic acids were dissolved in DMSO and added to the
KB disk containing 30 �g of CAZ. DMSO itself had no ap-
parent effect on the growth of the isolates tested when it was
added to the disk at a volume up to 10 �l (data not shown).
Both NPB and TPB were found to have antibacterial activity
by themselves at concentrations of about 300 �g/ml, leading
to a misinterpretation of the changes in the diameter of the
growth-inhibitory zone (data not shown). Therefore, we chose
APB as the most practical candidate among the specific inhib-
itors of class C �-lactamases for further examination. Among
the four drugs that we tested, CAZ, CTX, cefmetazole, and
moxalactam, CAZ showed the best performance in combina-

tion with APB. When a cutoff value of a 5-mm enlargement of
the growth-inhibitory zone diameter or greater was set, all
K. pneumoniae and E. coli isolates producing the plasmid-
mediated class C �-lactamases, except for ACT-1-producing
K. pneumoniae BronxLebanon 18, could be detected (Fig. 1C);
and the specificity of the test was nearly 100% for the negative
controls of producers of other classes of �-lactamases (Fig. 2).
The exception, K. pneumoniae BronxLebanon 18, was less in-
hibited by APB when CAZ was used. However, a successful
test result was obtained with the combination of CTX and APB
(data not shown). This strain was supposed to produce another
ESBL or to have an alteration in the permeability of the outer
membrane, and the test reported by Pitout et al. (33) might be
useful for this kind of strain. H. alvei was also found to be
positive as an AmpC �-lactamase producer. Also, this method
could detect E. coli HKY28, a mutant AmpC producer which
was moderately susceptible to �-lactamase inhibitors such as
tazobactam and sulbactam (11). Two well-characterized iso-
lates, E. coli NCB03522 and K. pneumoniae NCB02189, which
produce plasmid-mediated CMY-2 and DHA-1, respectively,
together with CTX-M-9, were examined with this disk poten-
tiation test. Using the drug-inhibitor combinations of CAZ
plus APB and CTX plus clavulanic acid, we could detect class
C �-lactamases and CTX-M-9 separately, with no apparent
interaction of these two different classes of �-lactamases.

Second, we applied DDST to the identification of class C
�-lactamase producers. Powers et al. (34) first described the
potentiation effect of a boronic acid, benzo(b)thiophene-2-

FIG. 2. DDST (upper) and disk potentiation test (lower) for non-
class C �-lactamase producers. No apparent changes in the shapes or
the diameters of the growth-inhibitory zones around the disks contain-
ing CAZ or CTX are observed in the presence of APB (300 �g per
disk). The arrangement of the disks was as described for Fig. 1.
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boronic acid, to the antimicrobial activity of CAZ; and Liebana
et al. (19) used this synergism test for confirmation of the
presence of an AmpC-like enzyme. This method, similar to the
simple test which we described earlier (1) for the detection of
metallo-�-lactamases by the use of thiol compounds, was based
on the interpretation of the change in morphology in the
growth-inhibitory zone in order to detect class C �-lactamases.

An APB-containing disk and a disk containing a test drug,
CAZ or CTX, were placed on an MH agar plate which had
been inoculated with a test isolate, with the center-to-center
distance of 18 mm. After overnight incubation, expansion of
the growth-inhibitory zone toward the APB-containing disk
was interpreted to be a positive result for class C �-lactamase
production. With the combination of APB and CAZ or CTX,

FIG. 3. Microdilution test with APB for detection of class C �-lactamases. APB was added to serial dilutions of CAZ or CTX, and the
concentration of ABP in each well is 300 �g/ml. (A) Detection of plasmid-mediated class C �-lactamases in representative E. coli and K.
pneumoniae isolates and chromosomal AmpC �-lactamase in H. alvei EE47. An eightfold or greater decrease in the MIC of CAZ or CTX with
the addition of APB is indicative of the production of class C �-lactamases. (B) Negative results of microdilution test by using APB for E. coli and
K. pneumoniae isolates producing class A ESBLs or a class B MBL, IMP-1. Among the strains tested, the level of resistance to cefotaxime was
reduced in the presence of APB in a few strains, such as CTX-M-9-producing E. coli AYW-3; and the coproduction of chromosomal AmpC was
suspected in this strain. It may even be possible to distinguish strains that chiefly produce a class A or a class B enzyme, together with a small
amount of a class C enzyme, from those that mainly produce class C enzymes when the breakpoint was set at a decrease in the MIC of greater
than or equal to eightfold (three tubes) in the presence of APB. White vertical bars between the wells indicate the upper limit of bacterial growth
in each line.
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all plasmid-mediated class C �-lactamases of the positive con-
trols were detected (Fig. 1C), and no apparent changes in the
morphology of the growth-inhibitory zone were observed for
the negative controls producing other classes of �-lactamases
(Fig. 2). For E. coli NCB03522 and K. pneumoniae NCB02189,
which produce plasmid-mediated CMY-2 or DHA-1 together
with CTX-M-9, the center-to-center distance between the
CAZ and the APB disks should be shortened to 12 mm in
order to detect a more discernible expansion of the growth-
inhibitory zone around the CAZ disk toward the APB disk.

The microdilution method is one of the most familiar meth-
ods for the determination of MICs in clinical laboratories due
to the recent introduction of rapid automated bacterial iden-
tification and antimicrobial susceptibility test systems. Three
hundred micrograms of APB was added to the serial dilution
of CAZ, and the MICs of CAZ determined with and without
APB were compared according to the methods recommended
by CLSI (27). The MICs appeared to be similar to those shown
in Table 1, which were determined by the agar dilution meth-
od, according to the recommendations of CLSI (28). More

FIG. 4. Microdilution test using three inhibitors for detection of presumptive �-lactamase types. Three inhibitors, APB (300 �g/ml), CLA (4
�g/ml), and SMA (300 �g/ml), were added in each line of the wells. The inhibition patterns of each inhibitor for strains producing class A, class
B, and class C �-lactamases are demonstrated by using cefotaxime and ceftazidime as indicators. White vertical bars between the wells indicate
the upper limit of bacterial growth in each line.
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than or equal to an eightfold decrease in the MIC of CAZ in
combination with APB was indicative of the production of
plasmid-mediated class C �-lactamases in E. coli and K. pneu-
moniae. Most of the isolates showed more than or equal to an
eightfold reduction in the MIC of CAZ in the presence of
APB, while only a fourfold reduction of MIC was observed in
E. coli NCB03522 (Fig. 3). For ACT-1-producing K. pneumo-
niae BronxLebanon 18, this test was positive, with a 16-fold
reduction in the MIC of CTX in combination with APB (Fig.
3). As shown in Fig. 4, the classes of �-lactamases produced by
clinical isolates can be easily distinguished from each other by
using three kinds of inhibitors, especially when a strain chiefly
produces a single type of �-lactamase.

Moreover, we applied the former two methods to several
CAZ-resistant clinical isolates of E. cloacae, C. freundii, S. mar-
cescens, and Pseudomonas aeruginosa for the detection of their
chromosomal AmpC �-lactamases. Most of these isolates
showed positive results, suggesting that they are probably hy-
perproducers of chromosomal AmpC �-lactamases. The re-
sults of both tests for the representative strains, E. cloacae
HKY226, C. freundii HKY543, S. marscecens HKY-S, and
P. aeruginosa P-492, are shown in Fig. 1D. For the E. cloacae
isolates, successful detection was achieved by shortening the
center-to-center distance of the two disks containing CAZ and
APB from 18 mm to 12 mm in DDST. A few isolates of
S. marcescens and P. aeruginosa were less inhibited by APB, so
they could not be detected by either method (data not shown).
They might produce additional unknown �-lactamases other
than the AmpC type or overexpress their multidrug efflux sys-
tems (12).

According to these results, all three tests, the disk potenti-
ation test, the double-disk synergy test, and the microdilution
test with APB, were very simple, highly sensitive, and specific
for the identification of bacteria producing class C �-lactama-
ses. Thus, they are fully applicable for routine use in clinical
microbiology laboratories. Although the results for the produc-
tion of class C enzymes obtained by these methods is some-
times ambiguous when the strains also coproduce a large
amount of ESBLs or MBLs, the methods provide useful infor-
mation on the mechanism of drug resistance mediated by class
C �-lactamases for enhanced infection control and effective
antimicrobial therapy.
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