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Tackling climate change is a global medical community 

responsibility 
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Climate change is no longer a distant threat, but a pressing reality

hat is significantly affecting human health. 1 With 2023 marked as the

ottest year on record, 2 the projections are dire: the direct health im-

acts of climate change are projected to take 250,000 lives annually by

050. 3 

From extreme heat to flash flooding, climate change will affect every-

hing from water security and food production 4 to patterns of infectious

isease. No nation is immune, but the impact will be felt more by some

han others. 

In this escalating global health emergency, the medical community’s

ollaborative action is vital. As physicians, it is our duty to create change

ithin our health systems and advocate for our patients’ health. 

Despite being separated by thousands of miles geographically and

wo hemispheres, the Royal College of Physicians (RCP), the Royal Col-

ege of Physicians and Surgeons of Canada (RCPSC) and the Royal Aus-

ralasian College of Physicians (RACP) are closely united in tackling this

ssue. Their work should serve as a clarion call for health leaders world-

ide. 

Physicians in Australasia have long advocated for climate health ac-

ion. The RACP’s extensive climate work 5 garners strong support and

eflects its members’ increasing concern about climate health impacts

nd the use and extraction of fossil fuels. 

The RACP has sought to bring health leaders together, establishing

he Healthy Climate Future campaign, 6 which unites 13 medical colleges

nd numerous specialty societies. 

As a result of such work, increasing recognition of the health chal-

enges from extreme weather and consistent health sector campaigning

ed to Australia’s first National Health and Climate Strategy, 7 with the

ustralian government recognising the RACP’s influence in securing the

trategy. 

In the UK, the RCP has demonstrated leadership by adopting sustain-

bility and climate change as one of its four campaign priorities since

023. The establishment of an advisory group and the appointment of

pecial advisers on sustainability have been pivotal steps towards em-

edding environmental sustainability in healthcare. 

The RCP’s recent report on healthcare sustainability and climate

hange 8 set out what the UK government must do to reduce the health

mpacts of climate change and how the NHS can effectively prioritise

nvironmental sustainability. This includes redirecting funding and sub-

idies, and ensuring capital investment to reduce the environmental im-

act of healthcare delivery. 

The RCPSC has moved to embed planetary health into its strategy,

nabling other medical organisations to champion the cause. Planetary

ealth and sustainable healthcare is one of the three main themes in its

trategic plan for 2023–26. 9 It has created the organisational architec-

ure to deliver this strategy, with a new Planetary Health and Sustain-

ble Healthcare national advisory group and a planetary health clinician

ducator position, both of which will inform and advise RCPSC senior

anagement and governing Council on responsible change. 
ttps://doi.org/10.1016/j.clinme.2024.100253 

eceived 15 August 2024; Accepted 26 September 2024 

470-2118/© 2024 The Author(s). Published by Elsevier Ltd on behalf of Royal Colle

 http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/4.0/ ) 
The RCPSC, in collaboration with the College of Family Physicians

f Canada, the Collège des médecins du Québec and the Association

f Faculties of Medicine of Canada, is integrating planetary health in

heir revision process for the CanMEDS framework, which defines the

ompetencies that a physician needs to effectively meet the needs of

atients. 

Our governments and health service have a vital role to play, but it

s the concerted efforts of all medical organisations and health profes-

ionals that will drive meaningful change. 

We must continue to build our understanding of the health impacts

f climate change, and for others to be inspired by the action already

aken to educate and advocate for our patients and the next generation

f physicians. 

As three medical colleges from across the globe, we are united in our

fforts to mitigate the health impact of climate change – and now call

n others to do the same. 
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