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ABSTRACT: Soft robots have developed gradually in the fields of portability, high
precision, and low noise level due to their unique advantages of low noise and low energy
consumption. This paper proposes an electromagnetically driven elastomer, using gelatin
and glycerol (GG) as matrix materials and a mixture of multiwalled carbon nanotubes
(MWCNTs) and Ag NWs (MA) as the conductive medium. Inchworm-inspired and
spider-inspired soft robots have been developed, demonstrating fast movement speed,
flexibility, and loading performance. The GG/MA elastomer with a 1:1.2 ratio shows a low
elastic modulus and easy demolding. With a 1:1 mixing ratio of MWCNT and Ag NWs,
the elastomer exhibits excellent conductivity, torsional stability, and fatigue resistance. The
inchworm-inspired soft robot achieves an average speed of 3 mm/s, while supporting
weights of grains and capsule at 2.5 and 2.3 mm/s, respectively. The spider-inspired soft
robot demonstrates a maximum carrying capacity of 22 g, showcasing its load-bearing
capabilities. Overall, the GG/MA elastomer-based soft robot exhibits exceptional flexibility,
adaptability, and reliability, with potential in various fields such as goods transportation,
safety monitoring, and disaster relief.

1. INTRODUCTION
Soft robots, known for their softness, flexibility, and strong
plasticity, are increasingly integrated into various aspects of our
daily lives, ranging from industrial production, automatic
transportation, public safety, personal assistants to medical
applications.1−4 This integration has brought them closer to the
human body physically, as is evident in the use of robots for
surgical procedures guided by magnetic resonance imaging.
Therefore, ensuring safe interaction between robots and the
human body becomes a critical requirement.5−9

At present, various driving mechanisms, including gas,
magnetic, and electric drivingmechanisms, have been developed
to control soft robots.10−14 To name a few, Ramses et al.
developed a soft tentacle based on micropneumatic network.
This innovative design enabled complex motion capabilities,
exceptional object manipulation, and enhanced practical value
for soft actuators.15 Lee and Rodrigue developed an origami
vacuum pneumatic artificial muscle driver with high strength,
which can generate a force greater than 400 N, and the
contraction ratio can reach 90% of the length of the actuator
itself.16 Oulmas et al. developed a magnetic robot with a flexible
tail, enabling three-dimensional closed-loop motion control of
swimmers with flexible flagella for the first time.17 Wang et al.
developed a snake-inspired soft robot, which can be controlled
by an external magnetic field to carry medicine and crawl
through narrow holes.18 Li et al. developed a flexible electronic

fish using stimulus-responsive materials. It achieves a speed of
6.4 cm/s (0.69 times its length per second) and enables invisible
navigation due to its transparency.19 Shintake et al. presented an
electrostatic-driven flexible gripper capable of manipulating
delicate and deformable objects, such as paper, using a single
control signal.20

However, current soft function actuators face limitations in
practical applications, including slow response time, low
durability, and low flexibility. These actuators pose challenges
in achieving precise control and often require the use of
potentially hazardous high-voltage stimulation.21−24 For exam-
ple, although dielectric elastomer actuators demonstrate good
mechanical properties,25 their driving voltage usually exceeds
several thousand volts and poses a risk to human beings.
Pneumatic fluid actuators are another widely used type of soft
robots thanks to their ability to generate large force. However, it
requires regular maintenance of high-voltage equipment (>300
kPa). This maintenance incurs high cost, exhibits slow response
(<0.5 Hz), and carries the risk of leakage.26,27 Moreover,
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tetherless soft magnetic robots, consisting of elastomers infused
with ferromagnetic fillers, offer easy miniaturization and wireless
power capabilities, positioning them as good candidates for
biomedical applications.28−30 Nevertheless, these robots
typically permit only a limited number of predesigned
movements after manufacturing.
Compared with current soft-function actuators, traditional

electromagnetic actuators offer several advantages, including fast
response, low driving voltage, and precise control over motion
through programmability. More importantly, novel soft electro-
magnetic actuators (SEMAs) could be achieved by reforming
the structure and materials.8,31−34 This paper combines the
electric drive technology, known for its high response speed and
dynamic performance, and the magnetic drive technology,
recognized for its penetrability and low energy consumption, to
realize the electromagnetic drive soft robot movement with the
characteristics of precise control, flexibility, safety, and
reliability. Such advancements can have a significant impact in
various fields, such as medical treatment, industrial automation,
rescue missions, transportation, and more.35−38

In this study, an electromagnetically driven elastomer (GG/
MA) was developed, featuring a low elastic modulus, high
reliability, and strong adaptability. Gelatin and glycerol were
used as matrix materials, and the mixture of multiwalled carbon
nanotubes (MWCNTs) and AgNWs (MA) served as the
conductive medium. In addition, the flat permanent magnet acts
as a magnetic field source similar to the stator. Compared with
the traditional motor, our electromagnetic drive has a softer
structure and fewer components, thus reducing the possibility of
mechanical failure. This characteristic provides advantages in
terms of miniaturization and robustness. In addition, inchworm-
inspired soft robots and spider-inspired soft robots have been
proposed, which can mimic the crawling of geometries and the
multilegged coordinated movement of spiders, achieving fast
movement speed, loading performance, and flexibility. Specif-
ically, the research entails material characterization, analysis of
soft robot movement and deformation processes, and real-time
evaluations of velocity, frequency, and transportation capacity
across diverse structures and substrates. Therefore, the electro-
magnetic drive soft robot broadens the application potential of
this small bionic robot in goods transportation, provides a new
perspective, and injects new vitality into the development of soft
robot.

In addition, the proposed basic design departs from the
conventional use of copper wire coils and instead adopts silver
nanowires (Ag NWs) and multiwalled carbon nanotubes as the
conductive medium, referred to as MA from this point onward.
In these designs, the MA is propelled by the Lorentz force,
primarily generated by the radial component (BR) of the
magnetic field. In addition, it is necessary to minimize the
distance between the actuator and the magnet. Given the
advancements in composite materials, there is an urgent need to
design a soft robot with enhanced flexibility and fatigue
resistance in order to achieve more intricate and complex
movements.39

■ MATERIAL AND METHODS
2.1. Materials. Gelatin were purchased from Tianjin

KemiouChemical Reagent Co., Ltd, Tianjin China. Ag Nano-
wire was purchased from Nano Chemical Technology Co., Ltd.,
Guangzhou China. MWCNTs were purchased from Tanfeng
Tech. Inc., China. SEM images were obtained using an FEI
Quanta 250 SEM. The DZF-6050 VacuumDryer was purchased
from Wanyi Technology Co., Ltd. (Anhui, China). The laser
engraving machine was purchased from Mingchuang Laser
Equipment Co., Ltd. (Liaocheng, China). The digital high-
precision full-automatic multifunction digital display multimeter
was purchased from Yisheng Shengli Technology Co., Ltd.
(Shenzhen, China). The electronic Vernier caliper was
purchased from Arrizo Electronic Commerce Co., Ltd.
(Qingdao). The multifunctional digital angle ruler measuring
instrument was purchased from Huhao Technology Co., Ltd.
(Hangzhou, China). The analytical balance was purchased from
Zhuojing Electronic Technology Co., Ltd. (Shanghai, China).
The constant temperature magnetic stirrer was purchased from
Chengdong Xinrui Instrument Factory (Jintan, China). The
contact angle measuring instrument DSA-100 was purchased
from Krushi, Germany. KEL-2000 microscope temperature
controller (purchased from jingtong instrument Co., Ltd.,
Suzhou, China). The digital force gauge SH-5 was purchased
from Weidu Measuring Instrument Co., Ltd. (Whenzhou,
China).
2.2. Preparation Process of Soft Robot. The sample

preparation process for GG composite is shown in Figure 1a.
First, the raw materials with the order of gelatin (1g) and
glycerol (1.2 g) were weighed and placed in a small beaker.

Figure 1. Preparation process of GG/MA electric elastomer. (a) Schematic diagram of preparation of GG substrate. (b) Schematic diagram of
injection process of MA conductive layer. (c) Schematic diagram of GG/MA electric elastomer (unit: mm).
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Afterward, the mixture was agitated with a glass rod for 10 min
constantly. Later, the mixture was heated in an oven to volatilize
ethanol and then cooled to room temperature. Finally, the new
mixture was placed on amagnetic stirrer andmixed well. Then, it
was put into a vacuum drying oven for 15 min to remove the air
bubbles from the mixture under room temperature.
In addition, polymeric methyl methacrylate (PMMA) boards

(0.1 mm of the thickness) were engraved by a laser engraving
machine to form the mold of the spider foot with the
microchannels, which will form the conductivity wires by the
engraving machine as shown in Figure 1a. Then, the mixture of
gelatin and glycerol was slowly poured into the mold, except for
the microchannels. Then, we placed the whole mold in an oven
for 30 min at 70 °C and performed demolding to obtain the

spider-inspired soft robot as shown in Figure 1a. Note that it is
important to ensure that the gelatin is cured completely.
We took a 1:1 solution (MA) of 5 g ofMWCNTs (wt 5%) and

Ag NWs (10 mg/mL) with a dropper, poured them into a small
beaker, and stirred them with a glass rod until they are evenly
mixed. Then, the mixture of MWCNTs and Ag NWs is slowly
injected into the wire microchannels on the spider-inspired soft
robot and heated in order to evaporate the solvent. We repeated
the above injecting and heating operations, so that the
conductive layer for fulfill the electromagnetic driving was
obtained as shown in Figure 1b.
The copper wire stripping pliers were used to strip the

insulation layers at both ends of the wires, and we used
conductive glue to bond the wires at both ends of the conductive

Figure 2. Physical properties of GG substrates with different mixing ratios. (a) Stress−strain relationship of the GG composite film obtained by a
texture analyzer. (b) Elastic modulus of the GG composite films with different proportions. (c) Hydrophobicity performance test and analysis. (d)
Analysis of the conductive medium layers number. (e−g) SEM images with and without conductive medium. (n = 3, mean ± SD).
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layer of the channel during the GG and MA molding process,
respectively. In addition, the gelatin particles were heated,
melted, and dipped with a spoon and coated on the conductive
layer to encapsulate the conductive layer channel and finally we
obtained the GG/MA electric elastomer as shown in Figure 1c.

■ RESULT AND DISCUSSION

3.1. Physical Property Analysis of the GG/MA Electric
Elastomer. To determine the optimum mixing ratio of gelatin
and glycerol, which act as the substrates of the spider-inspired
soft robot, an investigation was conducted. The physical

Figure 3. Electromagnetic performance analysis of the GG/MA elastomer. (a) Lorentz magnetic force principle diagram. (b) Distribution of magnetic
field intensity at different positions of the magnet. (c) Bending angle measurement platform. (d) Relationship between the current and bending angle.
(e) Fatigue test platform of the GG/MA electric elastomer. (f) Voltage changes before and after fatigue test (n = 5, mean ± SD).
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properties were thoroughly analyzed for different mixing ratios
(1:0.6, 1:0.8, 1:1, 1:1.2, and 1:1.4) to provide a detailed
understanding. As shown in Figure 2a, when the mixing ratio
between gelatin and glycerol is 1:1.2, the composite film
achieves a maximum strain of 3.54 as measured by the texture
analyzer. By processing the stress−strain curve data, we can
obtain the elastic modulus of the composite films with different
proportions.
Analyzing the elastic modulus is of great significance to

determine the best mixing ratio, which shows the ability of
materials to resist deformation under stress and also reflects the
deformation degree of materials under stress. The elastic
modulus of the prepared GG composite film was found to
range from 0.1129 to 0.27187MPa as shown in Figure 2b.When
compared with the known elastic modulus of PDMS (1−10
MPa) and rubber material (7.84 MPa),40,41 the GG substrate
exhibited significantly lower elastic modulus values. An increase
in the glycerol content corresponds to a decrease in elastic
modulus, resulting in a softer substrate composite film.
However, if the glycerol content is too high, such as the ratio
of 1:1.4 between gelatin and glycerol, it is hard to move out from
the mold because of the higher viscosity along with the
increasing glycerol content. On the contrary, a decrease in
glycerol content makes demolding during fabrication easier.
However, if the content of the glycerol is too low, the elastomer
cannot undergo molding. Therefore, the elastic modulus with
the ratio of 1:0.6 between gelatin and glycerol is smaller than
others as shown in Figure 2b.
Combining the elastic modulus of the material with the

second moment of area of the section, the bending stiffness (EJ)
can be calculated from Formula 1,

= ×EJ E J (1)

whereEJ represents the bending stiffness,E represents the elastic
modulus, and J represents the second moment of the area of the
section.
Among them, the cross section of the elastomer can be

regarded as a rectangle, so the second moment of area of the
section can be calculated from Formula 2,

=J
bh
12

3

(2)

where b is the width of the elastomer (b = 36 mm) and h is the
thickness of the elastomer (h = 2mm).42 These sectional sizes of
the soft robot feet are the same in the whole manuscript.
Bending stiffness is an important indicator for spider-inspired

soft robots, representing the resistance of the material to
bending under varying forces. A smaller bending stiffness results
in a higher strain when thematerial is bent, reducing the bending
resistance. Conversely, a greater bending stiffness makes it more
challenging for the material to bend, indicating a higher stiffness.
As shown in Figure 2b, because actuators made in different
proportions have the same shape, it is easy to know a minimum
bending stiffness (3.30672 × 10−6 N·m2), which is calculated
when the mixing ratio between gelatin and glycerol is 1:1.2,
excluding the ratio of 1:1.4 between gelatin and glycerol because
of the difficult fabrication.
Therefore, the gelatin-glycerin composite film with a ratio of

1:1.2 exhibits easy demolding, low elastic modulus, and
increased deformation under the same force, facilitating bending
and movement. The 1:1.2 ratio of gelatin to glycerol was
determined as the optimal mixing ratio for the electric elastomer

substrate, serving as the substrate for the spider-inspired soft
robot.
To assess the wettability of the GG/MA surface and explore

its potential applications, a contact angle tester will be used,
which will reflect the hydrophobicity or hydrophilic perform-
ance of the elastomer by measuring the shape of the droplet on
the elastomer surface through image processing or measurement
methods. If the droplet forms a large contact angle (greater than
90°) on the material surface, it indicates that the solid has good
hydrophobicity. As shown in Figure 2c,43 the contact angle of
113.5° further proved its hydrophobicity, indicating favorable
performance for subsequent humidity usage and demonstrating
its environmental adaptability.
The performance of the conductive layer plays a crucial role in

the bending performance of the elastomer. It not only ensures
the stability of conductivity but also guarantees the reliability,
durability, and uninterrupted conductive function of the
elastomer during bending. We compared the relationship
between the layer numbers and the resistance in three kinds of
conductive media: Ag NWs, MWCNTs, and the mixture of
MWCNTs and Ag NWs (MA) by a 1:1 mixing ratio as shown in
Figure 2d. The minimum resistance of 5.6Ω was achieved when
using the mixture of MA as the conductive media. This can be
attributed to the Ag NWs’ ability to maintain stable conductivity
even under bending and stretching deformations, compensating
for the susceptibility of MWCNTs to cracking and reduced
conductivity. MWCNTs can compensate for the uneven
distribution of Ag NWs wires caused by bubbles. Therefore,
the 1:1 mixture of MWCNTs and Ag NWs is considered the
optimal conductive medium, and it was chosen as the
electromagnetic driving medium.
The scanning electron microscope (SEM) image of the GG

substrate, Ag NWs, and MA mixture are shown in Figure 2e,f,g,
respectively. It can be seen that there are some cracks on the
surface GG substrate without electrical conductivity. Uneven
distribution of Ag NWs was observed in certain areas on the
surface of GG, which can adversely impact the conductivity due
to the occurrence of aggregation. Meanwhile in the mixture MA,
Ag NWs are covered with MWCNTs to improve the uneven
distribution of pure Ag NWs, as shown in Figure 2g. The
interface effect will occur on the contact interface between
MWCNTs and Ag NWs with uniform dispersion, which will
promote charge transfer and electron transport and enhance
electrical conductivity.
3.2. Electromagnetic Property Analysis of the GG/MA

Electric Elastomer. 3.2.1. Reliability Analysis of GG/MA
Actuators.TheGG/MA electro-elastomer uses Lorentz force to
make bending motion, that is, when the conductor carries a
current through a magnetic field, it will be subjected to a force
perpendicular to the current direction and the magnetic field
direction, as shown in Figure 3a. The force can be calculated by
eq 344

= × ×F B I L (3)

where F represents the magnetic field force acting on a wire (N),
B represents the magnetic induction intensity in Tesla (t), I
represents current (A) and L represents the length of the
conductor (m).
Lorentz force is dependent on current, conductor length, and

magnetic field intensity. In the case of the GG/MA electric
elastomer, its deformation is primarily governed by the magnetic
field and current. When a DC current is applied and interacts
with a magnetic field, the left-hand rule dictates that a force
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perpendicular to both the current and magnetic field directions
will be generated. This force causes the elastomer to bend in a
specific direction, as depicted in Figure 3a. In order to obtain the
bending performance of GG/MA as the foot of a spider-inspired
soft robot, the influence of magnetic density and current should
be analyzed.
Additionally, it is important to note that the magnetic

induction intensity varies at different locations surrounding the
circular magnet with a diameter of 60 mm, which was used as the
driver. To determine the maximum magnetic density of the
circular magnet, magnetometers were positioned at various
points along the diameter, and the corresponding data were
recorded, as shown in Figure 3b. A maximum magnetic field
intensity of 322.6 mT was discovered at the edge of the magnet.
To facilitate the bending of the GG/MA electric elastomer, a

magnetic driving platform was designed. The platform consists
of a fixing bracket, a transformer for supplying power, a divider
resistor, and a ring magnet for supplying magnetic field as shown
in Figure 3c. When the current was applied to the GG/MA
elastomer, it was affected by the magnetic field, resulting in the
production of Lorentz force and bending, causing thematerial to

deform. The relationship between bend angle and current
applied on the GG/MA substrates were measured individually,
and the results are shown in Figure 3d. The result revealed that
the bending angle of the GG/MA elastomer basically increased
linearly with the increase of the current, with a high correlation
fitting coefficient (R2) of 0.9968. When the current was 0.5 A, a
small bending angle of 5.2° was obtained by an angle measuring
instrument. The current adjustment was controlled by the
resistor string and parallel as shown in Figure 3d. The maximum
bending angle of 33.42° was obtained when the current was 2.0
A.
The GG/MA electric elastomer will undergo repeated tensile

and compressive deformation during practical usage, which will
lead to fatigue damage inside the material and eventually to
motion failure of the elastic body. Therefore, it is very important
to evaluate the durability and life prediction of elastomer
materials by simulating cyclic loading under actual working
conditions. The fatigue test platform is shown in Figure 3e,
where the signal generator produced a square wave with a
frequency of 50 Hz and voltage of 10 V. This signal source was
utilized to drive the GG/MA electric elastomer during the

Figure 4. Stability characteristic analysis of GG/MA electric elastomer. (a) Twist measurement, (b) relationship between current and output force, (c)
physical diagram of humidity test experimental platform, and (d) experimental data of resistance change rate under different humidities (n = 5, mean±
SD).
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fatigue testing. An amplifier was used to amplify the voltage
signal from the signal generator, and an oscilloscope was applied
to display the real-time voltage changes under repeated bending
of GG/MA. The voltages applied to the GG/MA before the
fatigue test (initial voltage) and after subjecting it to repeated
bending back and forth for 0.5 h are shown in Figure 3 (f). By
comparing the two waveforms, it was found that the output
voltage after bending 4500 times at both ends of the GG/MA
films had no obvious drop. This represents that the resistance of
the GG/MA electric elastomer maintains a stable value.
Therefore, it can be shown that the electric elastic driver has a
good fatigue resistance and long service life.
3.2.2. Stability Analysis of GG/MA Actuators. Exploring the

torsional stability of the GG/MA electric elastic actuator allows
for a deep understanding of its reliability and stability, providing
a reliable guarantee for practical application and usage in spider-
inspired soft robots. The change rate of the resistance along with
the torsion angle was observed for GG/MA actuators during
twist as shown in Figure 4a. It was found that the resistance
exhibited a minimal variation. Even when the filmwas twisted by
180°, the R/R0 value was only 1.08, indicating excellent torsional
stability of the actuators. This means that the driver canmaintain
relative stability in its resistance value during torsion with
minimal changes resulting from twisting. These findings provide
valuable experimental data for research and application in soft
robot fields.
In order to evaluate the output force and output control

stability of GG/MA actuators, the horizontal output force test
platform was designed as shown in Figure 4b. A magnet was
fixed near the actuator and a digital force gauge was horizontally
positioned as a force sensor. When the GG/MA actuator was
powered on, the output force was measured by the force sensor.

The horizontal output force of the GG/MA actuator was
measured and increased along with the increase of current when
the bending angle was 0°, 7.5°, and 15°. The results show that
with the increase of deformation, the horizontal output force of
the GG/MA actuator decreased significantly.
In order to explore the influence of humidity on the resistance

performance of the GG/MA actuator, a humidity testing
platform including humidifier, GG/MA actuator, humidity
meter, and multimeter was designed here with a PMMA board
as shown in Figure 4c. The different humidities, such as 50%,
70%, and 90%, were controlled by the humidifier and
hygrometer. The resistance change of the GG/MA composites
weremeasured under different humidities as shown in Figure 4d.
The humidity was found to have little effect on the resistance
change rate of the GG/MA electric elastomer under the 50% and
90% humidity. In the 90% humidity condition, the resistance
change exhibited a slight decrease over time. This can be
attributed to the hydrophilicity of glycerol and gelatin, which
allows them to absorb water molecules in highly moist
environments. The absorption of water molecules into the
thin film increases the energy and conductivity of electron
jumping, resulting in a reduction in the resistance value.
3.3. Motion Control Platform of the GG/MA Soft

Robot.The control action analysis of the soft robot, a simulated
spider, is of great significance to the soft robot’s movement. By
controlling the power on and off of the four legs using the
homemade control model detailed, respectively, an imitation
spider soft robot can arch and move forward and backward.
The four legs of the spider soft robot adopt the principle of

independent control, where each leg can be powered on and off
independently, as shown in Figure 5a,b. When the correspond-
ing switch is pressed, the corresponding leg will be powered on,

Figure 5.Motion control mechanism of GG/MA. (a) Switch, voltage, and frequency motion control module. (b) Four-leg integrated control module.
(c) Status of the spider-inspired soft robot by GG/MA when powered off. (d) Status of the spider-inspired soft robot by GG/MA when powered on.
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and the frequency of power on and off can be adjusted by the
frequency adjustment button. For example, if loop 1 was power
on, leg 1 will bend and stretch, and the soft robot will move
slowly. When the four switches are all pressed, the legs 1, 2, 3,
and 4 of the spider-inspired soft robot will be powered on and
arched downward, which can support a certain weight as shown
in Figure 5c,d. Moreover, in the power-on state, adjusting the
frequencies (current) of legs 2 and 4 enables the robot to move
forward, while adjusting the frequencies of legs 1 and 3 allows for
left and right movement. The detailed movement sequence of
the spider-inspired soft robot is shown in Table 1.

3.4. Inchworm-like Soft Robot’s Movement Perform-
ance Analysis with Two Legs.We can first consider the four
legs of the spider-inspired robot as two inchworm-like robots
that cross and cooperate to better illustrate their motion mode
and characteristics. In order to analyze the movement gait more
intuitively, we take a soft robot with two legs as an example.
Figure 6a shows the movement mechanism of inchworm-
inspired soft robot. There are five processes for the inchworm-
like robot to complete a forward movement. They are stationary,
their hind legs move forward and contract, and their front legs
move forward and stand still. The leg of the robot is in a static
state, and then the leg is in a second contraction state under the
action of electromagnetic force. The direction of the current
changes when it contracts to the apex shown in the third stage,
and then the front legs extend and slide forward, as shown in the
fourth stage. Until it reaches the fully extended state, that is, the
short-term static state, the whole forward movement process is
completed.
During movement measurement, the robot was placed on the

platform along with a circular magnet placed directly below the
platform. In order to ensure the external magnetic field direction
applied on the robot is always vertical and upward, the magnet
should be maintained always below the robot manually. It is
worth noting that the direction changing of the magnet field is
little along with the robot foot bending, so it can be neglected
during the below movement analysis.
3.4.1. Motion Velocity Analysis with Different Substrates.

The motion speed of the inchworm-inspired soft robot is
influenced by many factors, with one of the most significant
being the substrates of the robot. As there are different motion
characteristics and performances exhibited by various substrates,
the motion speed of the inchworm-inspired soft robot also
varies. This variability allows us to optimize the robot’s structure,
enhance its motion performance and efficiency, and provide
valuable insights and guidance for robot design and application.
Hence, experiments were conducted to determine the real-

time movement speed of the inchworm-inspired soft robot on
different substrates, such as paper, glass, and sandpaper. The
robot was driven by a voltage of 6.45 V and 1 Hz as shown in
Figure 6b. The distance that the soft robot moves along with

time under three different substrates was recorded as shown in
Figure 6c,d. It was observed that the slopes of the three curves
were initially small during the starting phase of movement.
However, as time progressed, the slopes gradually increased,
indicating an acceleration in speed. In other words, the
movement speed was relatively low at the beginning, but
significantly increased after approximately 2 s. The initial low
movement speed may be attributed to the relatively weak grip of
the soft robot’s legs during the starting phase, leading to some
slippage in the original position. However, as the robot
repeatedly bent its legs, the slippage gradually diminished,
resulting in a noticeable improvement in the movement speed. It
was observed that the soft robot achieved the greatest movement
distance when operating on sandpaper as the substrate. This can
be attributed to the fact that when the robot moved on graph
paper, there was insufficient friction, leading to noticeable
slippage, as shown in Figure 6a. When the substrate is glass, the
GG/MA electric elastic actuator exhibits a certain level of
viscosity, which hinders the forward movement of the soft robot.
When the substrate is made of sandpaper, it can not only provide
good friction but also have little viscous resistance with the
electric elastic device. As a result, the soft robot achieves the
greatest distance whenmoving on this substrate compared to the
others. The average moving speed of soft robot under three
different substrates was calculated and shown in Figure 6d: 1.8
mm/s on graph paper, 2 mm/s on glass, and 3 mm/s on
sandpaper. Consequently, the soft robot moves fastest on coarse
surfaces such as sandpaper.
3.4.2. Motion Velocity Analysis with Different Frequencies.

The driving frequency has an important influence on the
performance and behavior of the soft robot. Varying the driving
frequencies while maintaining a fixed driving voltage can result
in different deformation, motion, and control characteristics.
In this experiment, a dual-channel signal generator was used

to generate rectangular square wave signals with frequencies of
0.5, 1, and 1.5 Hz, which were used to drive the motion of the
inchworm-inspired soft robot as shown in Figure 6e. The
optimal frequency was determined by observing the motion of
the soft robot at these three frequencies. The experimental
results show that when the driving frequency was 0.5 Hz, the soft
robot moved forward by 5 mm in 5 s, and the deformation and
movement speed of the soft robot was slow. When the driving
voltage frequency was 1 Hz, the soft robot moved forward by 15
mm in 5 s, and the deformation and movement speed of the soft
robot was faster. Upon testing with a driving voltage of 1.5 Hz, it
was observed that the soft robot exhibited a limited response to
the external control signal of this frequency and struggled to
move forward effectively. Consequently, it can be concluded
that 1 Hz is the most suitable driving frequency for the
inchworm-inspired soft robot.
3.4.3. Load Analysis of Inchworm-Inspired Soft Robot

Based on the GG/MA Electric Elastomer. In this experiment,
seven wheat grains with a total weight of 0.375 g and one capsule
with the total weight 0.471 g were considered as the loadings,
and the driving voltage was set at 6.45 V and the frequency was 1
Hz, and the real-time movement of the inchworm-inspired soft
robot was observed as shown in Figure 6f,g. Figure 6h shows the
averagemoving speed with different loadings of 2.5 and 2.3mm/
s. During the startup stage, the motion speed of the soft robot
was initially slow, resulting in a small slope of the curve.
However, as time progressed, the motion speed gradually
increased, leading to an increasing slope of the curve. Because of
its small size, lightweight, and high flexibility, the soft robot can

Table 1. Motion Sequence and Power Control Mode

loop 1
(frequency,
on/off)

loop 2
(frequency,
on/off)

loop 3
(frequency,
on/off)

loop 4
(frequency,
on/off) state

off off off off static
0.5 Hz on on 0.5 Hz on on slow move
1 Hz on on 1 Hz on on fast move
1.5 Hz on on 1.5 Hz on on vibration
1 Hz on 1 Hz on 1 Hz on 1 Hz on hunch-up
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adapt to different working environments and terrains, so it can
be used in a wider range of scenes. At the same time, based on
the flexible movement of the inchworm-inspired soft robot, it
can carry out more detailed handling operations, such as

shuttling in a narrow space and marching in complex terrain. In
addition, the inchworm-inspired soft robot can not only improve
production efficiency but also transport goods without
interference from external factors, which ensures safety and

Figure 6. Motion analysis of inchworm-inspired soft robot with the GG/MA electric elastomer by electromagnetic driving. (a) Movement giant
analysis for the inchworm-inspired soft robot. (b) Real-time movement analysis for the inchworm-inspired soft robot on different bases (c) Distance−
time curve of soft robot in different bases. (d) Average velocity of the inchworm-inspired soft robot with different substrates. (e) Motion state of soft
robot at different frequencies. (f, g) Goods transportation performance by the soft robot. (h) Distance of soft robot on capsule and grains
transportation at different instances (n = 5, mean ± SD).
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effectiveness and brings more convenience and benefits to
automatic transportation, public safety, personal assistants, and
so on.
3.5. Spider-Inspired Soft Robot Movement Analysis

with Four Legs. In order to simulate the spider motion, the soft
robot with four legs was designed and fabricated. Additionally,
four legs were included to provide support and prevent the soft
robot from rolling over during the movement as shown in Figure
7a. The soft robot may walk in a straight line, resembling a
spider, by electrifying legs 2 and 4 to provide a supportive force
and reduce friction. Alternatively, directional movement can be
achieved by alternately electrifying legs 1 and 3. The real-time
schematic diagram is shown in Figure 7b. Figure 7c shows that
the soft robot of the spider-inspired moved forward by 12.2 mm
in 3 s, with an average moving speed of 4.07 mm/s. Compared
with the inchworm-like soft robot, the average movement speed
has increased. The reason is that the extra two legs increase their
own weight and friction, but during the movement, it is found
that the movement stability of the spider-like soft robot has
improved obviously. Additionally, when legs 1 and 3 are
energized at the same time, when the frequency of leg 1 is 1 Hz
and the frequency of leg 2 is 1.5 Hz, the soft robot will rotate,
with an average degree of 6.12°/s, which expands the selectivity
of its motion direction and broadens its application field.
Comparing with the jellyfish inspired soft robot mentioned in ref
15, the spider-inspired robot proposed in this research has a
smaller volume, moving easily under different situations.
Moreover, utilizing a standard weight as the supporting object

allows for a gradual increase of the test load. By incremental
addition of weight, the height supported by the robot was
recorded after each increment until the robot reached its
maximum load-bearing capacity. Figure 7d shows that the soft
robot was capable of supporting a weight of 1 g at a height of 15
mm. With the increase of the weight on spider inspired robot,
the supporting height of the robot gradually decreased. Until the
maximum weight of 22 g was reached, the robot could no longer
support it, and the maximum carrying capacity exceeded its own

weight, which means that the soft robot has a certain bearing
capacity and can bear loads beyond its ownweight without being
damaged. In conclusion, the spider-inspired soft robot not only
moves faster than the inchworm-inspired soft robot but also can
bear heavier objects.

4. CONCLUSIONS
To address the challenge posed by traditional rigid materials,
which typically possess a high elastic modulus and limited
flexibility, a cross-shaped GG/MA elastomer matrix was
designed and manufactured. This elastomer matrix featured a
low elastic modulus and wasmanufactured by using a gelatin and
glycerol mass ratio of 1:1.2. During the stress−strain experiment,
data analysis revealed that the GG/MA elastomer exhibited an
elastic modulus of 1.17 MPa, demonstrating a high degree of
deformation and flexibility. The conductive properties of the
elastomer mixed with Ag NWs and multiwalled carbon
nanotubes were studied, and the best conductive medium of 7
layers was determined. The lateral output force, fatigue test, and
torsion experiment of GG/MA elastomer prove that the
elastomer has large output force, torsional stability, and high
reliability. The motion characteristics of the GG/MA elastomer
soft robot in different base materials, different driving voltage
frequencies, and transporting and lifting heavy objects were
studied, and the optimal driving voltage (6.45 V) frequency (1
Hz) was determined. In the case of supporting 0.375 and 0.471 g
of goods, the average moving speed is 2.5 and 2.3 mm/s,
respectively, which proves that the soft robot has goods
transportation capacity. Furthermore, the spider-inspired soft
robot exhibited an actuating velocity of 4.07 mm/s, indicating
excellent magnetic control sensitivity and stability. Finally, a
cargo analysis was conducted on the imitation starfish soft robot,
revealing a maximum carrying capacity of 22 g. This finding
highlights the robot’s commendable load-bearing capability.
However, the wireless Bluetoothmodule will be equipped on the
control circuit, which will make the robot movement more

Figure 7. Spider-inspired soft robot’s movement analysis. (a) Real-time movement forward, (b) real-time movement rotation, (c) distance−time and
rotation−time curves of the spider-inspired soft robot, and (d) loading performance analysis of spider-inspired soft robot (n = 5, mean ± SD).
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smooth and easier. In addition, the strong external magnetic field
will be introduced to drive the soft robot in future research.
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