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L E T T E R T O T H E E D I T O R

A neonate in emergency for giant auricular and cervical lymphatic
malformations: Ultrasound-guided percutaneous bleomycin
sclerotherapy may be a choice

To the editor:

Lymphatic malformations (LMs) are benign anomalies
often detected at birth, with an incidence of 1.2–2.8 per
1000 newborns.1 While most early-life LMs are asymp-
tomatic and may only require observation, some cases
necessitate emergency intervention due to complications
such as bleeding, infection, respiratory difficulties, and
significant cosmetic deformities.2

A variety of treatment methods exist for LMs, includ-
ing surgical resection, percutaneous sclerotherapy, and
oral medication. Although surgical resection is a tra-
ditional approach, it can lead to severe tissue defects
and functional complications. Oral sirolimus can improve
clinical status but poses toxicity risks for neonates.3

Percutaneous sclerotherapy has emerged as a promising
alternative, with bleomycin being an effective scleros-
ing agent due to its favorable safety profile and effi-
cacy in inducing vessel occlusion with minimal side
effects.4

We report a case of a 2-day-old boy with giant left
auricular and cervical LMs, which caused difficulty in
nursing, potential hearing loss, and severe cosmetic defor-
mity. Physical examination showed a giant, transparent,
ligament-filled left ear, significantly larger than the con-
tralateral ear (11 cm × 7 cm × 4 cm vs. 3 cm × 2 cm
× 1 cm), and the left external auditory canal could not be
found (Figure 1A). After a thorough assessment, including
laboratory tests, computed tomography (Figure 1B), and
ultrasound (Figure 1C), the diagnosis of extensive LMs was
confirmed.

A multidisciplinary team recommended a two-session
treatment strategy of ultrasound-guided bleomycin scle-
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rotherapy. In the first session, rapid decompression was
performed by aspiration of 132 mL of yellowish fluid with
an 18-G needle under local anesthesia, followed by 2 mL of
bleomycin (Figure 1D). The patient experienced no com-
plications, and a significant reduction in lesion size was
observed nine days post-therapy (Figure 1E). The sec-
ond session, performed 4 months later, further reduced the
residual lesion size, resulting in near-total volume reduction
and improved aesthetic appearance at the 1-year follow-up
(Figure 1F).

Although most early-life LMs are asymptomatic, emer-
gency interventions are critical for neonates presenting with
complications such as airway obstruction, feeding difficul-
ties, or severe cosmetic deformities. In this case, the giant
lesion in the left ear auricula and neck caused difficulty
in feeding and nursing, potential hearing loss, and severe
cosmetic deformity. Comorbid infections can be fatal, as
bacteria can enter the systemic vasculature and quickly
spread through the tissues, leading to cellulitis or even sep-
sis given the immaturity of the neonates’ immune systems.
In addition, unintentional injuries or spontaneous intrale-
sional bleeding may occur due to the thin and friable walls
of the lesion.

Bleomycin sclerotherapy is particularly advantageous due
to its balanced efficacy and safety profile. Systematic
reviews indicate that bleomycin is effective in reducing
LMs size with fewer adverse events compared to other scle-
rosants like ethanol and doxycycline.5 Procedural safety
is paramount, especially in neonates. The most common
complications reported are pain, infection, hematomas, and
hyperpigmentation, with complication rates in the litera-
ture ranging from 0% to 20%.6 A major concern with
the use of bleomycin is the risk of pulmonary toxicity,
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FIGURE 1 Bleomycin sclerotherapy with bedside ultrasound-guided in emergency for an infant with lymphatic malformations. (A) The initial appearance
of the lesion before treatment. (B) Coronal computed tomography (CT) of the lesion before treatment. (C) Ultrasound of the left auricula showed an
anechoic area with some thin septa (red arrow). (D) Ultrasound image of the auricular lesion (red arrow) showing the aspiration of fluid by an 18-G
needle (yellow arrow) during the sclerotherapy procedure. (E) Coronal CT of the lesion at 9 days after therapy. (F) The appearance of the boy at the
1-year follow-up: the lesion is significantly diminished, and the aesthetic appearance has improved.

which has been studied but never reported in the treat-
ment of LMs over variable follow-up periods (maximum,
16 years).5 The risk of pulmonary fibrosis in pediatric
patients is associated with a cumulative dose of more than
300 000 IU (30 mg).7 In our case, no adverse effects,
including pulmonary fibrosis, were observed during the
follow-up period.

In conclusion, ultrasound-guided percutaneous bleomycin
sclerotherapy may be a safe and effective minimally inva-
sive treatment for neonates with giant LMs requiring
emergency intervention. This approach offers a promis-
ing alternative to surgical resection, with the potential
for significant lesion reduction and improved cosmetic
outcomes.
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