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The journal retracts the article titled “Long Coding RNA XIST Contributes to Neu-
ronal Apoptosis through the Downregulation of AKT Phosphorylation and Is Negatively
Regulated by miR-494 in Rat Spinal Cord Injury” [1], cited above.

Following publication, concerns were brought to the attention of the Editorial Office re-
garding image duplication between this article [1], and an earlier publication [2], produced
by a different authorship group.

Adhering to our standard procedure, the Editorial Office and Editorial Board con-
ducted an investigation that confirmed the overlap between Figure 4A (AKT band) [1],
and Figure 4F (β-actin band) [2]. While the authors collaborated within the investigation,
they were unable to satisfactorily explain the overlap or provide raw material for Editorial
Board evaluation. Consequently, the Editorial Board has lost confidence in the reliability
of the findings and decided to retract this publication [1], as per MDPI’s retraction policy
(https://www.mdpi.com/ethics#_bookmark30).

This retraction was approved by the Editor-in Chief of the International Journal of
Molecular Sciences journal.

The authors did not agree with this retraction.
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