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ABSTRACT The effect of the local anesthetic QX222 on the kinetics of miniature end-plate currents (MEPC) and
acetylcholine-induced end-plate current fluctuations was studied in voltage-clamped frog cutaneous pectoris neuromus-
cular junctions. The rate constants for a kinetic scheme of local anesthetic blockage of end-plate channels were
calculated from the MEPC decay parameters. At 18°C the blocking rate constant was 1.1 = 0.3 x 10" exp
(—0.009 + 0.003 x V) s™'M~', and the unblocking rate constant was 5.7 + 0.6 x 10% exp (0.011 + 0.002 x V) s~".
The dissociation constant was close to 10 uM at —80 mV. End-plate fluctuations indicated that the local anesthetic
QX222 lowered the effective single-channel conductance, suggesting a finite blocked state conductance that was
calculated to be 1.6 pS. The apparent differences between QX222 interaction with end-plate and extrajunctional

channels are discussed.

INTRODUCTION

End-plate currents (EPC) and miniature end-plate
currents (MEPC) normally decay with a single exponen-
tial time-course (1-9) that may be represented as

1(t) = Le™, (1)

where I(2) is the current, I, is the amplitude and « is the
decay rate. Individual end-plate channels contribute a
square pulse of current (10). The exponential decay of
normal EPC and MEPC reflects the distribution mean
open times of the end-plate channels (11). In the presence
of local anesthetics, EPC and MEPC decay with time-
courses that can be described by the sum of two exponen-
tial decays (8, 9, 12-17):

I(t) = LLe™ ™ + Le™*", )

where k, > a > k,. Hyperpolarization or increase in local
anesthetic concentration increases k, and I,/I,, and
decreases k, (8,9, 17).

Analysis of EPC fluctuations (8, 9) and voltage-jump
studies of EPC (18) suggested that local anesthetics enter
and block open end-plate channels. Neher and Steinbach
(19) directly demonstrated that local anesthetic molecules
reversibly block open extrajunctional channels. This
kinetic scheme of local anesthetic action may be repre-
sented as:

B8 G
nT + R——= TnR —— TnR* + Q== TnR*Q, 3)
a F

where T represents transmitter, R is the acetylcholine
receptor (AChR), @ is the local anesthetic molecule,
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TnR* is the open configuration of the channel and TnR*Q
is the blocked configuration. According to this scheme the
rapid phase of the EPC decay occurs because an open
channel can transfer to a lower conductance state by
transition to the blocked state as well as by channel
closure. The slow component of the EPC results because
blocked channels are unable to close until they transfer
back to the open configuration.

Lewis and Stevens (20, 21) and Hille et al. (22, 23)
have provided strong evidence that the end-plate channel
is a cationic permeant pore that contains specific binding
sites for ions such as local anesthetic molecules. By accu-
rately measuring the voltage dependence of G and F, the
blocking and unblocking rate constants for local anesthetic
molecules, one can characterize the location of the local
anesthetic binding site within the end-plate channel, and
the affinity of local anesthetics for this binding site. Thus,
analysis of the voltage dependence of local anesthetic
action can provide information on the electrical structure
of the end-plate channels.

Neher and Steinbach (19) measured the blocking and
unblocking rate constants for two lidocaine derivatives
(QX222 and QX314) at extrajunctional receptors using
suberyldicholine (SubCh) as the agonist. Adams (18)
studied the voltage sensitivity of procaine blockade of
end-plate channels activated by SubCh. From these rate
constants they calculated the equilibrium dissociation
constant of the local anesthetic-channel complex and the
location of the local anesthetic binding site within the

_extrajunctional and end-plate channels.

The channels associated with extrajunctional AChR
have a longer mean open time and smaller conductance
than end-plate channels (24-26). In addition, the mean
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FIGURE 1 QX222 produces a biphasic MEPC decay. Each trace is an
average of 10-15 MEPC. In Ringer solution hyperpolarization slows the
single exponential decay rate. With QX222 present, increased local
anesthetic concentration or hyperpolarization results in the slow phase
becoming slower, the rapid phase faster, and the relative amplitude of the
rapid phase increases (see also Fig. 2). Time calibration: Ringer solution,
10 ms; QX222 upper traces, 100 ms; lower traces, 1 ms.

open time of channels activated by SubCh is longer than of
those activated by acetylcholine (ACh) (25, 27). There-
fore, the kinetics of local anesthetic action on extrajunc-
tional receptors or end-plate channels activated by SubCh
may be different from that found at the end-plate with the
naturally occurring agonist, ACh.

In this study, I determined the apparent blocking and
unblocking rate constants of QX222 for end-plate chan-
nels activated by ACh and found them qualitatively simi-
lar to those previously observed at extrajunctional and
end-plate channels. The rate constants were less voltage-
dependent than those found for extrajunctional receptors,
which suggests that the local anesthetic binding site is
closer to the outside surface in end-plate channels
compared with extrajunctional channels. The conductance
of the blocked state was estimated from the apparent
single channel conductance measured before and after
applying QX222.

METHODS

MEPC and EPC current fluctuations recorded from the m. cutaneous
pectoris of Rana pipiens were studied in frog Ringer solutions which
contained 0, 0.1-, and 0.2-mM QX222 (Astra). 23 cells from 13
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preparations were studied. Except as indicated below, the details of the
data recording and analysis were unchanged from a previous description
(9). All studies were carried out at 18° + 1°C. The sampling interval for
EPC current fluctuations was 0.5 ms for 13 cells. In 10 cells EPC current
fluctuations were obtained at 0.5, 0.25, 0.1, 0.05, and 0.025 ms sampling
intervals with corresponding low-pass filter (Butterworth) settings of 1, 2,
S, 10, and 20 kHz. The EPC variance was calculated by integrating the
power spectra. Cells were studied at holding potentials ranging from — 50
to —100 mV in 5-mV increments. Values are recorded as mean + SD.

RESULTS

MEPC recorded in Ringer solution decayed with a single
exponential time-course in the form of Eq. 1 (Fig. 1). In
the presence of the local anesthetic QX222, the MEPC
had complex decays with rapid and slow decay rates in the
form of Eq. 2 (Fig. 1). The MEPC decay rates determined
according to Egs. 1 and 2 are shown in Fig. 2.

The kinetic scheme for local anesthetic action shown in
Eq. 3 predicts MEPC in the form of Eq. 2 with
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FIGURE 2 The voltage dependence of the MEPC decay rates in Ringer
solution, 0.1- and 0.2-mM QX222 for the cell shown in Fig. 1. The
observed decay rates (open figures) were obtained from decomposition of
the MEPC in the form of Eqs. 1 and 2. The predicted decay rates (closed
figures) were calculated from Eq. 8. The solid lines are least-square fits.
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ki={a+F+G-Co—[(a+ F+G-Cp)
—4a - F1'?}/2 (4)
ky={la + F+ G- Co+ [(@a+ F+G-Cp)
—4a - FI'?}/2 (5)
and
L/I = (k;, — F)/(F— k), (6)

where C, is the local anestheti¢ concentration
(9, 18, 25, 28). As shown in Fig. 2, k, decreases and k,
increases with hyperpolarization or- increased QX222
concentration as predicted by Eqs. 4 and 5. The rate
constants in Eq. 3 can be described in terms.of measurable
MEPC parameters as:

F=[ky + ki (I/1)]/(L,/1, + 1) @)
a=[kk L/ + D]/[k, + k(I/1))] (8)
G-Co=k,+ ki — (¢ + F). )

QX222 Does not Effect Channel Closure

According to Eq. 3 the transition from the open to the
closed state should not be affected by local anesthetics.
Therefore, « measured in the absence of QX222 (Eq. 1)
should be the same as that determined by Eq. 8 when
QX222 is present. Fig. 2 shows that the values of «
measured in Ringer solution agreed closely with those
determined when the same cell was studied with QX222 in
the bath. In the 23 cells studied, the MEPC decay rates
measured before applying QX222 were within 8% of the
calculated rate constant, , with QX222 present.

Binding and Unbinding Rate Constants

The rate constants F and G - C, calculated by Eqgs. 7 and
9, varied with the membrane voltage and concentration of
QX222 in the manner predicted by Eq. 3 (Fig. 3). The rate
constant G - C, for blockade of the end-plate channel by
the positively charged anesthetic molecule, increased with
hyperpolarization, and was linearly proportional to the
local anesthetic concentration. The rate constant for
removal of the anesthetic molecule from the channel, F,
increased with depolarization and was independent of
QX222 concentration. Both G and F varied exponentially
with voltage. Their average values were

G =1.1+0.3x 10" exp (—0.009 + 0.003 x V) (10)
an

where G isins™'M™', Fis ins™!, ¥V the membrane voltage
is in millivolts, and n = 46.

The equilibrium dissociation constant for end-plate
channel blocking was

F=5.7+06 x 10*exp (0.011 + 0.002 x V)

Kp=F/G =5.2 x 10 % exp (0.02 x V),
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FIGURE 3 The calculated rate constant for end-plate blockade, G - Cp,
increased exponentially with hyperpolarization and increased linearly
with local anesthetic concentration. The unblocking rate constant, F,
decreased exponentially with hyperpolarization and did not vary with
local anesthetic concentration. The rate constants were obtained using
Eqgs. 7 and 9 for the cell shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The solid lines are
least-square fits.

where K is in M. At —80 mV a value close to 10 uM is
obtained.

Conductance of the Blocked State

The single-channel conductance v can be calculated as

%)
v =0/ (wlV — Va]) (12)

where o2 is the EPC variance, y, is the mean EPC, and Ve
is the equilibrium potential. In Ringer solution y = 26.1 +
1.6 pS (n = 253), and did not vary with membrane poten-
tial. For the blocking scheme of local anesthetic action
(Eq. 3) the single-channel conductance ¥, is a mean of the
conductance of the open state v,, and the blocked state v,
which is weighted according to the probability that the
channel will be in these states:

¥=(iP + ’Y§P2)/('YIPI + 7, P,), (13)

where P, is the unconditional probability that a channel is
open, and P, is the unconditional probability that a chan-
nel is blocked (9). In deriving Eq. 13, it was assumed that
the probability of the channel being in an open or blocked
state was small. For the kinetic scheme in Eq. 3, P,/P, =
(G - Cp)/F.

Therefore, provided that v, and <, are constant and
v1 > v, > 0, Eq. 13 predicts that 5 should decrease with
hyperpolarization or with increases in QX222 concentra-
tion. Fig. 4 illustrates that % varies with voltage and
concentration of QX222 as predicted by Eq. 13. Assuming
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FIGURE 4 The effective single channel conductance, ¥, decreased with
increased QX222 concentration, and hyperpolarization. These values are
for the same cell shown in Figs. 1-3. The single channel conductance for
this cell in Ringer solution is 24.6 pS. The solid lines are obtained from
Eq. 13 withy, = 24.6 pSand v, = 1.8 pS.

that v, is not changed by QX222, it is possible to calculate
v, according to Eq. 13, using the values of Fand G - C,
calculated by Eqs. 7 and 9, and equating v, with the
single-channel conductance measured in Ringer solution.
The conductance of the blocked state did not vary appre-
ciably with membrane voltage or local anesthetic concen-
tration. The average value was: v, = 1.62 + 0.21 pS
(n = 506).

Reduction in ¥ Is Not Due to a Reduction
in the Number of Available
End-Plate Channels

Adams (18) has suggested that the decrease in single-
channel conductance found with QX222 (9) might result
if the fraction of channels that are open (blocked or
unblocked) with local anesthetic present is not a small
proportion of the total number of available channels.
According to this proposal the kinetics of the ACh-AChR
interaction would no longer be Poisson, and the slope of ¢
vs. u; would decrease at higher values of u, (6). However, o
remained proportional to u, over a range of agonist
concentrations used in this study (Fig. 5), which suggests
that the change in v did not result from a reduction in the
population of end-plate channels that can open.

Reduction in 7 Is Not an Artifact of
Filtering
Because the local anesthetic decreases the mean open time
of the end-plate channels, the reduction in single-channel

conductance could be an artifact of filtering. In this case, ¥y
would be reduced because filtering attenuated the unitary

628

o
1

9..
8-
~ v,
< T v
.\? 6— vVv
R s} V4
é v, a]
o 4} v 5 0
b 3t <y
2r o
v O.I mM QX222
r o 0.2mM QX222
00 1 2 345 6 7 8 910
1 (X10-3A)

FIGURE 5 The EPC variance, ¢, increased linearly with the iontophore-
tically-induced mean EPC, p,. The data is from 13 cells studied at —75
mV. The solid lines are least-square linear regression fits, which yield
according to Eq. 12, v = 12.6 pS in 0.1-mM QX222 and v = 8.5 pS in
0.2-mM QX222.

EPC of the open and unblocked channel. The measured
single-channel conductance would appear to be lower
because of an artifactual lowering of the open-channel
conductance rather than a finite blocked state conduc-
tance. If filtering were responsible for the reduction in vy
when local anesthetic is present, then ¥ should increase as
the low pass filter frequency is increased. The relationship
between v and the filter setting was studied in 10 cells. For
low-pass filter frequencies up to 20 kHz, ¥ did not vary
with the filtering frequency (Fig. 6), which indicates that
the reduction in % was not an artifact of filtering.

DISCUSSION

The rate constants for a kinetic scheme of local anesthetic
interaction with end-plate channels (Eq. 3) were calcu-
lated from MEPC parameters (Eqs. 7-9). The values
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FIGURE 6 'The effective single channel conductance, %, did not vary
with the low-pass filtering frequency between 1 and 20 kHz. The data is
from 10 cells. The error bars are +1 SE.
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obtained were consistent with this scheme in which a
single local anesthetic molecule will reversibly block an
open end-plate channel. As predicted, the channel closure
rate was unaffected by the local anesthetic, the blocking
rate increased with hyperpolarization and local anesthetic
concentration, and the unblocking rate increased with
depolarization and was independent of local anesthetic
concentration. The close agreement between expected and
calculated kinetic behavior provides additional support to
the prior studies which indicated that local anesthetic
molecules blocked end-plate channels (9, 18, 19). Neher
and Steinbach (19) directly measured the rate constants
for single extrajunctional channel closure and blockade,
and found that they behaved in accordance with Eq. 3.
Adams (18) calculated the rate constants for procaine
blockade and removal from end-plate channels opened by
SubCh, and also found them to be consistent with Eq. 3.

Validity of Assuming v, = 0 in Kinetic
Calculations

Eq. 6 was derived by assuming that v,/v, = 0. The data
indicates that v, /v, = 0.06. By iteration one can calculate
the values of G and F with v,/v, = 0.06 (9). When this is
done the calculated values of F and G are within 7% of the
values obtained by assuming that the blocked state is
nonconducting. Therefore, a small blocked-state conduc-
tance does not appreciably alter the calculation of the
blocking and unblocking rate constants.

Other Schemes of Local Anesthetic Action

Steinbach (29) initially proposed that local anesthetics act
at end-plate channels by causing a transition from the
open state to a lower conductance state. Subsequently,
several studies have suggested that local anesthetic mole-
cules block end-plate channels (9, 18, 19). Rather than
blocking the end-plate channels, the anesthetic could bind
to the AChR and induce a conformation change to a lower
conductance state. Adams (18) and Neher and Steinbach
(19) have argued against this model. Redmann’s observa-
tion (20) that sodium competes with QX222 for a binding
site within the end-plate channel, and recent studies indi-
cating that the end-plate channel is too small for QX222 to
pass through (27, 28), add further support to the blocking
scheme of local anesthetic action.

Using the results of equilibrium studies, Adams (18)
has suggested that local anesthetics may slowly bind to
closed end-plate channels. As discussed by Neher and
Steinbach (19), transitions between the closed and blocked
states which occur at a rate smaller than «/10 would not
be detected in kinetic studies. Such slow transitions would
not appreciably change Eqs. 6-8. In their kinetic studies,
Adams (18) and Neher and Steinbach (19) found no
evidence for transitions between the closed and blocked
states.

Comparison of G, and K}, with Previous
Values

The value of the blocking rate constant at —80 mV found
in this study, G = 2.3 x 10'M~'s~" agrees closely with the
previous values for end-plate channels, G = 2-2.3 X
10'M~'s™' (18, 30), and extrajunctional channels, 1.2 x
10'M~'s~' (19), activated by SubCh. The value of the
dissociation constant, K, at —80 mV was 10 uM (5-25
uM range), compared with the previous values of 20 uM
(18) and 40 uM (30) for end-plate channels, and 100 uM
(19) for extrajunctional channels. Part of the discrepancy
between the end-plate values may reflect the temperature
dependence of K. Previous evidence suggested that K,
increased with temperature (9). The value of 40 uM was
obtained at 21°-23°C, whereas the experiments reported
here were performed at 18°C. The extrajunctional experi-
ments were performed at 8°C, therefore temperature
correction would widen the gap between the end-plate and
extrajunctional values of Kj,. The voltage dependence of
Ky was also different for end-plate and extrajunctional
channels. In this study, K, changed e-fold per 50 mV;
previous end-plate values for an e-fold change in K}, were
50-60 mV (18, 30), whereas the determination for extra-
junctional receptors was 32 mV (19). This suggests a
difference in the binding of local anesthetics to end-plate
vs. extrajunctional channels.

Local Anesthetics Bind More Tightly to
EPC than to Extrajunctional Channels

The zero-field values of the rate constants F and G
indicate the affinity of the local anesthetic molecule for its
binding site within the channel. Using a Q,, of 3 for k, and
k, (17) and 1.2 for I,/I, (unpublished observation), it is
possible to calculate values for F and G at 8°C, and thus
compare the values of the zero-field blocking and unblock-
ing rate constants at end-plate channels with those
measured at extrajunctional channels (19). The blocking
rate constants are similar at end-plate
(G =9.2 x 10°s"'M~') and extrajunctional
(G = 3.8 x 10°s~'M~") channels, whereas the unbinding
rate constant is faster for extrajunctional channels
(F =4.5 x 10>°s7') than for end-plate channels
(F = 1.2 x 10*s7"). The blocking rates are similar to the
blocking rates for other drugs at end-plate channels (31—
34), and for local anesthetics at other sites (35, 36). As
suggested by Adams (18) and Neher and Steinbach (19)
the blocking reaction could be diffusion controlled. The
apparent difference between the local anesthetic unbind-
ing rate constants for extrajunctional and end-plate chan-
nels may be due to the different techniques used to record
the extrajunctional currents (19). Alternatively, the slower
unbinding rate for the end-plate channels may indicate

- that the local anesthetic is more tightly bound to end-plate

channels. :
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Location of the Binding Site

The voltage dependence of K, suggests the location of the
binding site within the channel (36). For a univalent cation
binding within the channel,

KD=KD'oeXp(f~ e - V/kT)

where e is the electronic charge, f is the fraction of the
membrane field sensed by the ion as it reaches the binding
site, and kT has the usual thermodynamic significance.
For local anesthetics binding to end-plate channels f = 0.5
(18, 30) whereas f = 0.78 (19) for extrajunctional chan-
nels. Assuming a constant membrane field, the local
anesthetic binding site is approximately halfway through
the membrane for end-plate channels and three-quarters
across the membrane in extrajunctional channels.

Conductance of the Blocked State

QX222 decreased the single-channel conductance. Katz
and Miledi (38) reported that procaine reduced the
single-channel conductance at the end-plate. My results
suggest that the smaller single-channel conductance
results from a finite conductance of the blocked state
which is 6% of the open-state conductance. This is slightly
larger than the 5% upper limit value reported for extra-
junctional channels (19). In calculating ¥, the open-state
conductance was assumed to be unchanged. The decreased
single-channel conductance- could alternatively have
resulted from reduction of the open-state conductance.
However, local anesthetics did not decrease the open-state
conductance at extrajunctional channels (19). Inaccuracy
in the calculations of F or G would produce an incorrect
value for v,. The close agreement between the values of F
and G in this study with the previous values suggest that
these rate constants were not grossly inaccurate. However,
if G/ F was underestimated by a factor of 2, then v, would
be approximately 0.9 pS or 3.6% of the open-state conduc-
tance. Alternatively, the larger blocked state conductance
in this study could result from a difference between
end-plate and extrajunctional channels.
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