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 LETTERS 

• The impact of screening activities on popu-
lation levels of disease. Population prevalence
can be estimated as the product of incidence
and duration. Further, the rate at which an
infectious disease spreads through a popula-
tion depends on the infectivity of the disease,
the rate of contact between infected persons
and uninfected persons, and the duration of
infectiousness.2 Screening reduces the aver-
age duration of infection and therefore re-
duces both incidence and prevalence of in-
fectious diseases. Physicians who do not
understand the importance of their work
from a population perspective may be less
likely to conduct screening.
• The impact of prevalence on screening test
performance. Among nonobstetricians,
screening for syphilis and HIV occurred at
similar rates as screening for chlamydia and
gonorrhea. Since increased prevalence is as-
sociated with increased positive predictive
value and cost-effectiveness, one might ex-
pect an evidence-based strategy to include
more-frequent screening for high-prevalence
diseases (e.g., chlamydia) than for low-
prevalence diseases (e.g., syphilis). Physicians
may not be aware of differences in sexually
transmitted disease (STD) prevalence or the
impact of prevalence on screening perform-
ance. On the other hand, disease severity
may explain high levels of screening for rela-
tively rare infections (e.g., HIV).
• The impact of interpersonal and community
factors on disease conditions, and the need for
medical care to address these issues in addi-
tion to the technical aspects of diagnosis and
treatment. St. Lawrence et al. found inade-
quate arrangement of appropriate counseling
and testing of patients’ sexual partners. This
despite the fact that most sexual partnerships
are just that—partnerships. Patients treated for
an STD are likely to continue having sexual
contact with the same partner(s) to whom they
were exposed prior to receiving treatment.
These partners may still be infected, and in-
fectious. Failure to treat infected partners is
likely to render screening efforts ineffective.
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ERRATUM
In: Brown TM and Fee E. Alfred C.

Kinsey: A Pioneer of Sex Research.
Am J Public Health. 2003;93:896-897.

A biography of Alfred C. Kinsey
was printed with the wrong reference
list, and an incorrect acceptance date
for the article was given. The correct
text is as follows:

This contribution was accepted February 8,
2003.
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