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the inlfectioIns associated1 with catguit have
been ol)serve(l regtlalsrly to stubside and to
heal sponitaneously after tlhree weeks, pre-
sumal)lv because of the graduial absorption
of the foreign body. A great (leal miore cvi-
(leice %vill Ie neededl l)efore the tse of
catgtut stutrii es can l)e recommn(lede for
car(liovascular surgery, however, pairtictu-
larlv in viewr of the great emphasis on the
uise of silk thlat has emalate(l fromi this
instittition.

StTNIN tAIIN'

Five cases of staphlvlococcal stitelh ab-
scess of the mvwocardium or great vessels
following suI gical proce(lllres have een pre-
senite(l. The clinical characteristics of this
coiplicatioi xvere (liscuissed. The infectionis
were strikingly resistant to massive anti-
biotic treatient, b)ut complete era(lication
of infectioni followed removal of thie sui-
tiures. The p)athogenesis of this type of in-
fection is (liscu;sse(l in relation to Sutures
as foreign bo(lies, and preliiniliiarv results of
experimental std(lies in (logs using coni-
talnillalted stuttire materials of several types
xvere summiarized.
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I)S(CUSSION

Dn. GCEl)BDE: I COll(lll't ](t thliS 1i1olilent go
by without congratulating l)r. Bahnson on this
very excellent paper, an(l calling attention to this
real threat in cardiovascular surgery.

XVe have haz.d onie instance of sever infection
following the ligation of ai pa.tenit (luctuis arteriosus.
Dr. Holmiain andl I operated upon this patient for
7 lhouirs to remiiove ai tiniy silk stitclh ebnhed.led in
an aneurysmn assoeiate(l with a recanalied(l patent
duetuis. I thlinlk this tiny stitch el)bedded in 4 ini.
of granulation tissie had caillse(l a totail of about
$7,000 wortlh of hospital catre. The day following

operation cuilttures of the 1)1ood( were sterile, and
they remained1 sterile thereafter. [Applautise]

D)ii. BAIINSON: I can't refrain fromii expressing
mly gratitude to Dr. (Gerbode for confirmiinig what
we suispected fromii the literature, namely, that such
infections are not confined to ouir hospital.

I was asked over miiy shoulder w%.hat we used
to repatir the (Iefect in the eases of the aneurysm
in the ductuses. At tle seeon(l operation, the
aneurysm was repaire(d with 6.0 stainless steel
wire. In the 2 cases of patent (lilettus, we closed
the aorta in one witlh stainless steel wire and in
the others, closure was witlh 5.0 arterial silk.
[Applatuse]


