
Phylogeography of Asian wild rice, Oryza rufipogon,
reveals multiple independent domestications
of cultivated rice, Oryza sativa
Jason P. Londo†‡, Yu-Chung Chiang§, Kuo-Hsiang Hung¶, Tzen-Yuh Chiang¶, and Barbara A. Schaal†‡

†Department of Biology, Washington University, St. Louis, MO 63130; §Department of Life Sciences, Pingtung University of Science and Technology,
Pingtung, Taiwan 912; and ¶Department of Life Sciences, Cheng Kung University, Tainan, Taiwan 701

Contributed by Barbara A. Schaal, May 1, 2006

Cultivated rice, Oryza sativa L., represents the world’s most im-
portant staple food crop, feeding more than half of the human
population. Despite this essential role in world agriculture, the
history of cultivated rice’s domestication from its wild ancestor,
Oryza rufipogon, remains unclear. In this study, DNA sequence
variation in three gene regions is examined in a phylogeographic
approach to investigate the domestication of cultivated rice. Re-
sults indicate that India and Indochina may represent the ancestral
center of diversity for O. rufipogon. Additionally, the data suggest
that cultivated rice was domesticated at least twice from different
O. rufipogon populations and that the products of these two
independent domestication events are the two major rice varieties,
Oryza sativa indica and Oryza sativa japonica. Based on this geo-
graphical analysis, O. sativa indica was domesticated within a
region south of the Himalaya mountain range, likely eastern India,
Myanmar, and Thailand, whereas O. sativa japonica was domesti-
cated from wild rice in southern China.

The domestication of cultivated plant species from their wild
ancestors represents one of the most important events of

human history, allowing early human populations access to
greater food resources than were previously available (1). The
origins of most cultivated species of plants are associated with
different geographic centers of domestication (the Fertile Cres-
cent, sub-Saharan Africa, Mesoamerica, the Andes of South
America, and east Asia, among others) (1, 2). In each center, at
least one grass and one legume species were domesticated,
supplying a starch source and a protein source for early agri-
cultural societies (3). For example, in the Fertile Crescent,
wheat, barley, peas, and lentils were domesticated, and, in
eastern Asia, rice and soybeans were developed (4). In each of
the major centers of domestication a different grass species was
domesticated. Today the descendents of these early domesti-
cates, wheat, barley, maize, sorghum, and rice, feed the majority
of the human population. An inadvertent result of the strong
selection and genetic bottlenecks associated with domestication
is a concurrent reduction in genetic diversity, as only a subset of
wild plants are selectively propagated (5). Past studies of nucle-
otide diversity have demonstrated that, in general, domesticated
grasses contain approximately two-thirds of the genetic diversity
found within their wild ancestors (6).

One of the most fundamental and debated questions regarding
the evolution of cultivated plants and the domestication of crop
species is the geographic origin and the number of times
domestication has occurred for a given crop (1). For each of the
major grass crops the wild progenitor has been identified
through a combination of morphological, biochemical, and
genetic studies (6). Coupled with the geographic ranges of
ancestral species and phylogenetic data, the origins of these
crops are now being uncovered. Wheat and barley appear to have
been each domesticated once from their wild ancestors (Triticum
dicoccoides and Hordeum spontaneum, respectively) in the Fer-
tile Cresent (7, 8). Similarly, corn arose from a single domesti-
cation in Mexico from its wild ancestor, teosinte (Zea mays spp.

parviglumis) (9, 10). However, the domestication of sorghum and
rice is less clear. Sorghum appears to have been domesticated in
northeastern Africa from its progenitor Sorghum bicolor ssp.
verticilliflorum, although the hypothesized number of events
varies from a single domestication to three (11). Finally, al-
though the domestication of rice from its wild ancestor Oryza
rufipogon is documented and occurred somewhere in east Asia,
the number of domestications and precise geographical location
of domestication are debated.

In the east Asian center, a region of plant domestication
dominated by southern and eastern China, some 97 different
agricultural plants have been domesticated, including several
important crop species such as soybeans, adzuki beans, foxtail
millet, Citrus sp., tea, and rice, among others (4). The earliest
archaeological evidence for domestication of crops in this
region is estimated to �7,000–10,000 B.C. and includes early
evidence for domesticated melon, cucumber, almond, mango,
root crops such as taro, and rice (4). Of all of the crops
domesticated in the east Asian center, cultivated Asian rice,
Oryza sativa, represents the world’s most important agricul-
tural species, feeding more people since the time of its
domestication than any other crop (12).

Study System
The genus Oryza includes 21 wild species and 2 cultivated species,
Oryza glaberrima and O. sativa. Whereas O. glaberrima is culti-
vated in restricted areas of western Africa, O. sativa is cultivated
globally. Since the time of its initial domestication, Asian culti-
vated rice has been moved across the globe with migrating
human populations (13); rice cultivation can now be found on all
continents except Antarctica and feeds more than half of the
world’s population (12). Each year an estimated 408,661 million
metric tons of rice is consumed, supplying 20% of the world’s
total caloric intake (14).

Previous research has identified O. rufipogon as the wild
ancestor of cultivated rice (13). However, because O. rufipogon
is a perennial species and cultivated rice is an annual species, it
has been proposed that the annually occurring form of O.
rufipogon, Oryza nivara, may represent the most recent ancestor
of O. sativa (13, 15). Here we treat both O. rufipogon and O.
nivara as part of the same ancestral gene pool and do not
differentiate between these names when referring to wild rice.
Through the process of domestication, cultivated rice has lost
many of the traits associated with other wild grass species; in
addition to a shift from perennial to annual populations, culti-
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vated rice differs from O. rufipogon in its nonshattering seeds,
lack of awns, erect habit, and high grain yield (16).

Despite rice’s central role in world agriculture, the evolution-
ary history of O. sativa is not well understood. Within O. sativa,
extensive morphological, ecological, and physiological variation
exists, the result of selection for adaptations to different habitats
and growing conditions across the globe. O. sativa includes an
estimated 120,000 different, named cultivars (13) ranging from
traditional rice varieties preserved by local indigenous farmers to
the commercially bred ‘‘elite’’ cultivars developed during the
green revolution. The majority of rice cultivars can be placed
within two subspecies or races of rice, Oryza sativa japonica and
Oryza sativa indica, based on a number of physiological and
morphological traits such as drought tolerance, potassium chlor-
ate resistance, phenol reaction, plant height, and leaf color (17,
18). These two subspecies are commonly associated with differ-
ences in growth habitat as well, with indica rice usually found in
the lowlands of tropical Asia and japonica rice typically found in
the upland hills of southern China, southeast Asia, and Indo-
nesia, as well as rice outside of Asia (Africa, North America, and
South America) (13). O. sativa japonica can be further differ-
entiated into tropical (javanica) and temperate (japonica) forms,
with the temperate form appearing to be a derivative of tropical
japonica (19). In addition to the two major races, several other
minor rice types have been identified with genetic markers
(19–21) and include the upland drought-tolerant Aus cultivars of
India and Bangladesh, the deep-water Ashinas varieties of
Bangladesh, and the aromatic basmati rice of India as well as
many others. Whether all these different rice types have arisen
from a single domestication event or are the result of multiple
domestications remains unknown.

Rice domestication is thought to have begun �9,000 years ago
within a broad geographic range spanning eastern India, In-
dochina, and portions of southern China (13). The wild ancestor
of cultivated rice, O. rufipogon, grows across this entire range.
Two major hypotheses, suggesting either a single origin of
cultivated rice or multiple, geographically independent domes-
tications from its wild ancestor, have been proposed. Both
archaeological evidence, based on ancient rice grains (22), and
some genetic markers (23) support a single domestication of O.
sativa indica from O. rufipogon populations growing in the
lowland regions of southern China. In this scenario, O. sativa
japonica varieties were later developed in upland growing re-
gions, selected from the indica rice (24, 25). The alternative
hypothesis of at least two separate domestication events leading
to indica and japonica rice has been suggested by genetic distance
studies (15, 20, 21, 26, 27). The genetic distance data reveal that
japonica and indica are genetically distinct from each other,
raising the possibility that the two major rice types may have
arisen from different ancestral gene pools; however, these
studies lack the resolution to identify unambiguously the geo-
graphic region(s) associated with the domestication of O. sativa.
The domestication history of cultivated rice has been compli-
cated by large-scale movement associated with the trading of
cultivated rice varieties and movement of people across Asia and
the world. However, by examining the spatial variation of wild
rice haplotypes we are able to identify the geographic regions
from which cultivated rice arose (28). Such an approach has been
successfully used to understand the domestication of both plants
(29–31) and animals (32–34).

In this study we employ a phylogeographic approach using
DNA sequence variation from one chloroplast and two nuclear
gene regions to elucidate the evolutionary history of cultivated
rice. Our objectives are to (i) examine the DNA sequence
variation in cultivated and wild rice, (ii) examine the geographic
pattern of cultivated and wild haplotypes, and (iii) determine the
number of potential domestication events and regions within
south and southeast Asia.

Results and Discussion
DNA Sequence Variation. Three gene regions, one chloroplast and
two nuclear, were chosen to examine the relationship between
cultivated and wild rice. The chloroplast region (atpB-rbcL) was
chosen as a maternally inherited (35) marker that contains a
good representation of genetic variation in cultivated and wild
rice. Nuclear gene regions offer a biparental view of genetic
change and provide higher resolution of the relationships be-
tween rice samples. We chose a region of a nuclear pseudogene,
V-ATPase B-subunit (p-VATPase), that is presumed to be under
little selective constraint (36). Examining this neutral region
allows for historical inference of the differences between the O.
sativa and O. rufipogon, where evolutionary forces such as gene
flow and genetic drift predominate. The other nuclear gene,
S-adenosyl methionine synthetase (SAM), is functional (37) and
was chosen as a representative of gene regions that have been
influenced by the forces of selection. All three gene regions were
variable within and between O. sativa and O. rufipogon samples,
although the level of variation differed. The atpB-rbcL chloro-
plast spacer region in O. rufipogon and O. sativa included 801
aligned base pairs of noncoding DNA (797–801 bp before
alignment) of which 50 sites were polymorphic (6.24%). For the
nuclear gene regions p-VATPase comprised 1,300 aligned base
pairs of noncoding DNA (1,250–1,280 bp before alignment) and
included 66 polymorphic sites (5.07%). The second nuclear
region, SAM, comprised 1,166 base pairs of coding and noncod-
ing DNA and included 53 polymorphic sites (4.55%), excluding
Oryza officinalis.

Tests of selection and neutrality (Tajima’s D and Fu and Li’s
D*) were performed to assess the evolutionary processes influ-
encing each gene region. These tests indicate significant values
for O. rufipogon for atpB-rbcL (D � �2.3), p-VATPase (D* �
�3.02), and SAM (D � �1.94), but not for O. sativa. Significant
values can be indicative of purifying selection or may be the
result of population expansion in the wild species, a likely
scenario given geographical range expansion of Asian plants
after the last glaciation (38). However, the genome level mea-
sures of these neutrality tests have not been examined, and
further work in this area is needed to test this hypothesis.
Additionally, in cultivated rice, Tajima’s D values (D � �1.8) for
nonsynonymous mutations in the functional gene, SAM, suggest
purifying selection against mutations (Table 1).

Table 1. Tests of neutrality

Gene n
Haplotype

no.
Tajima’s
D value

Fu and Li’s
D* value

atpB-rbcL
O. rufipogon 677 38 �2.2889 �2.41145
O. sativa 211 11 �1.3107 �1.10128

p-VATPase
O. rufipogon 94 32 �1.75119 �3.01946
O. sativa 194 12 0.66369 �0.01036

SAM
O. rufipogon 232 55 �1.93608 �2.20856

Synonymous �1.86135 �2.34464
Nonsynonymous �1.0890 �0.81395

O. sativa 240 19 �0.53775 �1.41569
Synonymous 0.76085 �0.29329
Nonsynonymous �1.79207 �2.32646

Tajima’s D and Fu and Li’s D* measures of neutrality were performed by
using the computer program DNASP. Significant values are displayed in bold.
Significant values for O. rufipogon suggest either purifying selection or range
expansion. Significant values were found only for O. sativa for nonsynony-
mous mutations in the functional gene SAM. This result suggests purifying
selection against mutations, which may cause differences in amino acid com-
position. Values in bold indicate P � 0.05.
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Distribution of Genetic Diversity. Comparison of levels of diversity
between wild and cultivated rice indicate that cultivated rice has
a reduced subset of the total genetic variation of O. rufipogon;
these results are consistent with other genetic studies on rice
diversity (19). O. sativa cultivars, whether elite or landrace, share
only a subset of haplotypes with O. rufipogon and are most often
associated with tip positions in the gene networks (Figs. 1 and 2).
As in many domesticated species, the domestication history of
O. sativa appears to involve an intense genetic bottleneck, which
is detected in all three gene regions. Using haplotype number as
a proxy for diversity, cultivated rice contains 22–28% of the total
haplotype diversity and wild rice comprises 82–88% of the total
haplotype diversity in these three genes (Table 2). This level of
diversity is much lower than the approximately two-thirds level

of diversity preserved in wheat and maize when compared with
their wild relatives (6). However, these species are outcrossing
species, whereas rice is primarily a selfing species (39), poten-
tially creating a stronger genetic bottleneck during the domes-
tication of rice. Moreover, landrace varieties contain greater
haplotype diversity than do elite varieties, suggesting that land-
race varieties represent an intermediate stage in domestication
between wild and elite cultivars (Table 2). The higher variation
in landrace varieties may indicate that they hold variation in
important agronomic traits and suggest that landrace varieties
are an important reservoir of genetic diversity as well as a
potential source of beneficial alleles for crop breeding and
improvement.

Chloroplast atpB-rbcL Haplotype Network. The atpB-rbcL gene
region is used as a marker for the maternally inherited chloro-
plast in rice. This gene region includes the noncoding spacer
DNA between the atpB and rbcL genes and in this study
functions as a maternal marker. Forty-four haplotypes were
identified for this gene region in the O. rufipogon and O. sativa
samples (Fig. 1). The haplotype network is dominated by two
common haplotypes that were detected in the majority of the
cultivated and wild samples. Haplotype 1 includes primarily the
indica type cultivated rices, whereas haplotype 2 was detected
primarily in the japonica type cultivated rices, although a few
indica type rices carried this haplotype as well. This network
supports previously reported results suggesting japonica rice is
less diverse than indica rice and also demonstrates the origin of
O. sativa from O. rufipogon (13, 21). However, this gene region
lacks the variation and historical resolution necessary to infer
separate geographic gene pools for the domestication of O. sativa
indica and O. sativa japonica.

Nuclear p-VATPase Haplotype Network. The nuclear p-VATPase
region represents a neutrally evolving pseudogene of the
V-ATPase gene. This gene region appears to have evolved into
a pseudogene through both DNA transfer from the mitochon-
dria and exon shuff ling. Because of these events, the gene
region represents a functionally neutral gene region (36).
Because this region is not under selection, we expect the

Fig. 1. Haplotype network of the chloroplast atpB-rbcL region representing
two common cultivated haplotypes. Circle size is proportional to the number
of samples within a given haplotype, and dashes between haplotypes repre-
sent unobserved, inferred haplotypes. Lines between haplotypes represent
mutational steps between alleles. Colors denote rice designation: yellow, O.
rufipogon; orange, O. sativa japonica; blue, O. sativa indica; black, O. granu-
lata. Branch length between haplotype 1 and the outgroup O. officinalis is 20
mutational steps. Haplotype composition is shown as a percentage of culti-
vated sample.

Fig. 2. Haplotype network of the nuclear gene regions and geographic ranges of wild rice found within common cultivated haplotypes. Colors denote rice
designation: yellow, O. rufipogon; orange, O. sativa japonica; blue, O. sativa indica; black, O. officinalis. Circle size is proportional to number of samples within
a given haplotype, and dashes between haplotypes represent unobserved, inferred haplotypes. Lines between haplotypes represent mutational steps between
alleles. (A) Haplotype network of the neutral, nuclear p-VATPase region and geographic range of wild rice found within cultivated haplotypes. Three separate
geographic ranges represent independent domestication centers for cultivated rice: purple, japonica; green, Aus indica; pink, indica. (B) Haplotype network of
the functional, nuclear SAM region and geographic ranges of wild rice found within major cultivated haplotypes. Colors of ranges correspond to those in A except
for the addition of a pan-Asia gene pool (FF) for a novel haplotype of indica rice (blue dash). Major domestication regions are still identified despite the different
(selection) evolutionary history of the SAM region. Haplotype letter designations describe congruence between both geography and sample identification in
both haplotype networks (e.g., B corresponds to BB).
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evolutionary forces of mutation, drift, and gene f low to be
ref lected in the haplotype network topography.

Forty unique haplotypes were identified with the p-VATPase
gene region. The haplotype network can be split into three
clusters, one associated with wild rice and two associated with
cultivated rice (Fig. 2 A). The first cluster, surrounding haplotype
A, represents the center of the unrooted p-VATPase network and
includes only samples of O. rufipogon. The wild rice accessions
carrying haplotype A were found primarily in India and Thai-
land. The second cluster centers on haplotypes B and C, which
were found primarily in O. sativa japonica cultivars (79% and
84%, respectively). The third cluster includes haplotypes D and
E and surrounding haplotypes, which were carried primarily by
O. sativa indica cultivars (94% and 77%, respectively). Haplo-
types recovered in O. sativa japonica and O. sativa indica occur
in different parts of the p-VATPase haplotype network and are
separated by a long chain of mutational events (Fig. 2 A). The
two major haplotype clusters represent not only the two major
races of cultivated rice but also two geographically distinct
regions, supporting the hypothesis of multiple domestications of
cultivated rice.

Our results support the hypothesis that japonica rice was
domesticated from O. rufipogon in south China. Haplotype B
occurs in O. rufipogon from south China and Taiwan and is not
found in any other region (Fig. 2 A). Haplotype B occurs
predominantly in tropical japonica cultivars often referred to as
javanicas. These cultivated varieties are found in southeast Asia
and also include much of the rice grown in the United States,
Latin America, and Africa. Haplotype C occurs in the temperate
form of japonica rice, which is commonly grown in the temper-
ate�subtropical climates of China and upland regions of south-
east Asia (13, 16). With only a single sample of wild rice
possessing haplotype C, the geographical origin of haplotype C
is unclear. However, temperate japonica rice has been shown
previously to be a subset of total japonica diversity and likely
shares a common domestication event with the javanica rice
sampled in haplotype B (19).

This haplotype network also supports the hypothesis of indica
rice being domesticated in a separate region from japonica rice,
south and southwest of the Himalayan mountain range. Haplo-
types D and E are found in indica rice, and the wild rice that
contains these two haplotypes is found within India and In-
dochina. Haplotype D occurs in a group of indica rice known as
Aus cultivars grown primarily in Bangladesh and India under
short-season and upland conditions (13). Wild rice populations
that contain haplotype D are found primarily in India and
Malaysia, suggesting that Aus cultivars were domesticated in this
region. Considering that Aus cultivars are cultivated exclusively
in India during the short growing season, they were likely
domesticated from the Indian samples within haplotype D and
not wild rice sampled from Malaysia. Haplotype E occurs

primarily in samples of O. sativa indica and also in wild rice found
within southeast Asia, primarily Thailand and Myanmar (Fig.
2A). The close association of haplotypes D and E in the network
and the long mutational separation from haplotype B support
the hypothesis that O. sativa indica rice was domesticated in a
separate area (Thailand, Myanmar, and India) from that of
japonica rice (south China). If Aus rice is considered distinct
from other indica rice, three possible geographic regions are
supported as domestication centers for cultivated rice.

Finally, a contingency test was used to test for a random
association between major haplotype class (B, D, and E) and
major geographic region (India, Indochina, and China) (see
supporting information, which is published on the PNAS web
site). The geographic distribution of wild rice variation supports
the hypothesis of separate and distinct geographic gene pools as
centers for indica and japonica domestication (P � 0.01).

Nuclear SAM Haplotype Network. The second nuclear gene, SAM,
is part of an essential plant biochemical pathway and is involved
in the biosynthesis of polyamines and the phytohormone ethyl-
ene (37). We expect that this gene could be under selection,
which could distort the topography of the haplotype network
from that of the neutral gene network, yet it also carries the
signature of multiple gene pools associated with separate do-
mestications. The haplotype network of the SAM region contains
six major clades, AA–FF (Fig. 2B). The presence of an outgroup
in this haplotype network, O. officinalis, allows us to root the
network and infer ancestral haplotypes. Haplotype AA is re-
stricted to wild rice found in India and southeast Asia, inferred
as one of the oldest haplotypes in the network, and is consistent
with the interior haplotype A in the p-VATPase data set, also
inferred as one of the oldest haplotypes in the network based on
coalescent theory (40). These results suggest that India and
Indochina may represent the ancestral geographic center of O.
rufipogon (Fig. 2).

Among the cultivated subspecies, haplotypes BB and CC occur
primarily in O. sativa japonica rice (93% and 83%, respectively).
O. sativa indica rice possess three distinct haplotypes, DD, EE,
and FF (80%, 73%, and 84%, respectively), each of which also
occurs in wild rice. Whereas the indica lineage arises once in the
p-VATPase data set, it is associated with three separate regions
in the SAM network (Fig. 2B). This difference in network
topography is likely due to the differences in evolutionary history
between our neutral and functional gene, although this pattern
could represent lineage sorting or multiple origins of the O.
sativa indica lineage.

O. rufipogon accessions that carried haplotype BB (recovered
primarily in O. sativa japonica) originated in China, Indochina,
and India (Fig. 2B). Whereas japonica-like wild rice was re-
stricted to south China in the p-VATPase network, the SAM data
set does not convey geographic specificity for ancestral japonica

Table 2. Genetic diversity of cultivated and wild rice

Gene

Haplotype variation

Haplotype
no.

rbcL-atpB,
%

Haplotype
no.

p-VATPase,
%

Haplotype
no. SAM, %

O. sativa 10 0.23 11 0.28 15 0.22
Elite 7 0.16 5 0.13 6 0.09
Landrace 6 0.14 10 0.25 15 0.22

O. rufipogon 26 0.82 33 0.83 59 0.88
Total 44 40 67

Total haplotype number is used as a proxy for genetic diversity in both the cultivated and wild species of rice.
O. sativa represents a subset of the total genetic diversity present in O. rufipogon. Landrace varieties of rice
contain greater diversity in haplotypes for both nuclear genes, suggesting that landraces may serve as a reservoir
of genetic diversity in cultivated rice. Values in bold indicate P � 0.05.
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rice. However, haplotype BB contains the highest percentage of
samples originating from China, compared with other haplo-
types, and is consistent with the hypothesis of south China as the
domestication region of japonica rice. Haplotype CC was not
recovered in any accessions of O. rufipogon, excluding the
possible inference of a separate domestication for this haplotype.

SAM haplotypes DD and EE have distributions largely similar
to haplotypes D and E in the p-VATPase data set. The Aus rice
SAM haplotype, DD, occurs in wild rice found in India, Sri
Lanka, Burma, and Thailand. The wild rice accessions carrying
haplotype EE (recovered primarily in the indica rice accessions)
are found in Thailand, Myanmar, Bangladesh, and Indonesia.
Finally, haplotype FF, common in O. sativa indica accessions, is
primarily concentrated in Indochina but occurs in some samples
of wild rice throughout from the range of O. rufipogon (Fig. 2B).
The occurrence of haplotype FF in wild rice samples from a
broad geographic range suggests that, during domestication,
selection on the SAM loci may have preserved an altered
signature from that of the p-VATPase region.

Conclusions
Phylogeographic analysis of three distinct gene regions suggests
that cultivated rice, O. sativa, was domesticated from its wild
progenitor, O. rufipogon, at least twice in at least two different
geographic regions in eastern Asia. Although at first these three
gene regions appear to yield some inferences that potentially
conflict, they in fact provide a consistent signal of domestication.
The genome regions are under different evolutionary histories
(maternal, neutral, and functional), creating the different net-
work topographies. In addition, differences in the pattern be-
tween major haplotype clusters (japonica vs. indica) are expected
because of differences in evolutionary history; genes that affect
important phenotypes are affected by human-mediated and
natural selection. The variation in the chloroplast gene region
allows for an examination of the genetic bottleneck experienced
by the cultivated rice gene pool during domestication. The
paucity of haplotypes in cultivated rice as well as the nesting of
these haplotypes within wild rice haplotypes support O. sativa
domestication from O. rufipogon, and this signature can be
observed in all three haplotype networks. Additionally, it is clear
that the major cultivated haplotypes identified in each haplotype
network are shared with different wild rice gene pools. The two
nuclear gene regions have a more resolved network structure
than the chloroplast network, allowing for inferences into the
domestication history of cultivated rice. The variation and
structure of the haplotype network for the pseudogene region
show two major cultivated haplotype clusters separated by a long
chain of mutations. The p-VATPase haplotype network suggests
that the two major subspecies of rice were domesticated from
geographically different wild rice gene pools. The variation and
structure of the SAM network demonstrate a closer link between
domestication regions and indica�japonica differentiation. It is
likely that the evolutionary dynamics affecting functional genes
have played a role in suppressing the domestication signal in the
SAM data, whereas the p-VATPase region, under more neutral
dynamics, provides high resolution of historical events.

The combined genetic and geographic data provide strong
evidence for multiple domestications of cultivated rice. O. sativa
japonica and O. sativa indica rice each appear to have arisen
separately from ancestral wild rice gene pools: japonica from
southern China and indica from India�Indochina. An additional
domestication event may have occurred for Aus rice in India.
Further studies that examine the finer-scale diversification of the
minor races of rice (Aus, Ashinas, and aromatics) are needed to
resolve the evolutionary history of these rice types as well as to
identify the important genetic resource they may represent for
the future of crop improvement.

Materials and Methods
Sample Collections. Rice seeds were obtained from the Interna-
tional Rice Research Institute (Manila, Philippines; U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Permit 58359) and from the U.S. Small
Grain Center (National Plant Germplasm System, United States
Department of Agriculture, Agricultural Research Service, Ab-
erdeen, ID) and included 203 cultivars of O. sativa and 129
populations of O. rufipogon, which span the entire geographic
range of O. rufipogon. Thirty-two additional populations of O.
rufipogon (leaf tissue) and two outgroup species, Oryza granulata
and O. officinalis, were included. All collection information can
be found in the supporting information.

The accessions of cultivated rice included 114 samples desig-
nated as landrace varieties by the International Rice Research
Institute. Landraces are cultivated rice varieties that are not in
widespread commercial production but are grown and preserved
by traditional farmers across south and east Asia and potentially
represent a step in domestication between wild rice and elite rice
cultivation (41). The remaining accessions of cultivated rice were
chosen to represent the major subspecies of rice as well as to
cover the geographic and environmental range of rice cultiva-
tion. Identification of indica and japonica designation for culti-
vated rice samples was assigned based on published material
obtained from the International Rice Research Institute as well
as phenotypical seed hull reaction to phenol staining (42, 43).

DNA Extraction and DNA Sequence Analysis. Dried leaf material was
frozen with liquid nitrogen and crushed by using a mortar and
pestle. DNA was extracted by using a modified cetyltrimethyl-
ammonium bromide extraction method (44).

Multiple individuals (1–5) of each accession were sequenced
for the chloroplast atpB-rbcL gene region and for the nuclear
SAM gene region. The total number of sequences for the
atpB-rbcL region included 677 O. rufipogon, 211 O. sativa, and 2
O. officinalis. The total number of sequences for the SAM region
included 230 O. rufipogon, 240 O. sativa, and 2 O. officinalis. A
single individual per cultivar�population was sequenced for the
pseudogene p-VATPase B-subunit. The total number of se-
quences for the p-VATPase region included 94 O. rufipogon and
194 O. sativa. Samples of O. officinalis and O. granulata are not
included because of lack of the p-VATPase gene region amplicon
in these species.

DNA amplification was performed in PTC-1000 (MJ Re-
search, Cambridge, MA) and ABI 9700 (Applied Biosystems)
thermocyclers. Cycling conditions were 94°C for 5 min followed
by 35 cycles of 94°C (1 min), 55°C (35 s), 72°C (1 min), and
concluding extension at 72°C (5 min). Primers used for ampli-
fication of the DNA regions are as follows: atpB-rbcL, 5�-
AGTGACATCCAGCACGGGTC-3� and 5�-CCTTAACAC-
CAGCTTTAAATCC; p-VATPase, 5�-ATTCGGTGACTTT-
CGCGG-3� and 5�-CAATTCAGAAATCATGGTTTGC;
SAM, 5�-AGAAGATGGCCGCACTTGAT-3� and 5�-GAAA-
GGGAGCTTTTAGGCAGA-3�. Additional internal primers
were used for sequencing for both p-VATPase and SAM gene
regions and are as follows: p-VATPase, 5�-GGCAATA-
CAATATATCATGC-3� and 5�-TAGCAGCATCAATGAA-
GAC-3�; SAM, 5�-TCAGCCATGTCCTTGCTAC-3� and 5�-
TCATTGCGGTACTCAACAG-3�. PCRs were cleaned for
direct sequencing by using the Viogene Gel Extraction kit
(Viogene, Illkirch, France). Samples were then sequenced in
both directions by using the dideoxy chain termination method
using fluorescent labeling with Big Dye Terminator (version
1.1). Sequences were analyzed with a Base Station DNA Frag-
ment Analyzer (MJ Research) with CARTOGRAPHER software
and an ABI 3130 Capillary Sequencer (Applied Biosystems). All
sequence information has been deposited in the GenBank

9582 � www.pnas.org�cgi�doi�10.1073�pnas.0603152103 Londo et al.



database (accession nos. AM177181–AM177311 and
AM179944–AM179987).

Tests of neutrality using Tajima’s D and Fu and Li’s D*
statistics were conducted by using the computer program DNASP
4.0 (45). Phylogeographic analysis was used to test for a spatial
pattern associated with DNA sequence variation. A contingency
test (�2) was used to test for a random association between major
allele classes (haplotypes) and major geographic regions of south
and southeast Asia. Minimum spanning (haplotype) networks,
representing unique DNA sequences or alleles separated by

mutational steps, were constructed by using the computer pro-
grams MINSPNET and TCS (46) using genetic distance and statis-
tical parsimony methods.
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