
Letters to the Editor

A trial design that compared the short-
course zidovudine regimen with a placebo
rather than with the "076 regimen" was used
in the CDC-sponsored trials because it
offered the best means of determining the
safety and efficacy of an affordable and
implementable short antiretroviral regimen
for reducing mother-infant HIV transmis-
sion in these countries.

As Susser suggests, even the "Bangkok
regimen" may not be appropriate for some
countries (e.g., those with extremely limited
resources) or some populations (e.g., HIV-
infected women with late or no prenatal
care). In such populations, where proven

interventions to prevent mother-infant HIV
transmission remain unavailable, it still may
be appropriate to use a placebo arm as a
proxy for a current local standard of care to
evaluate whether a new intervention (e.g.,
one beginning at labor) offers any benefit. D
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Errata
In: Morales Bonilla C, Mauss EA. A community-initiated study of blood lead levels of Nicaraguan children living near a bat-

tery factory. Am JPublic Health. 1998;88:1843-1845.
Several superscript reference citations were listed incorrectly in the published paper. On page 1844, 9,10,15 should have been

10,11,16 and 16 should have been 17; and on page 1845, 17 should have been 18, 18 should have been 19, and 19 should have been 20.

In: Carrasquillo 0, Himmelstein DU, Woolhandler S, Bor DH. Going bare: trends in health insurance coverage, 1989 through
1996. Am JPublic Health. 1998;88:36-42.

In the abstract, in the second paragraph under Results, the first sentence should have read (change in italics) "The greatest
increase in the population of uninsured was among young adults aged 18 to 39 years; rates among children also rose steeply after
1992."

256 American Journal of Public Health March 1999, Vol. 89, No. 3


