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The premise of this book is that the key to
understanding the neural basis of the major
mental disorders is an understanding of the
origin of five symptom clusters or dimensions
common to these disorders. These are reality
distortion (hallucinations and delusions);
disorganisation (of thought and behaviour);
psychomotor poverty and excitation; depres-
sion and elation; and anxiety. Thus, there are
five chapters each devoted to a description of
a specific dimension and an exposition of how
it is correlated with cognitive abnormalities
derived from the dysfunction of specific neu-
ral processes.

These central chapters are preceded by five
chapters describing the neuroscience of brain
systems thought to be involved in generating
the various symptom clusters. These are brief
and the literature reviews are in no way com-
prehensive. Nevertheless, they serve the pur-
pose of informing the reader of the basic neu-
roanatomical and neurophysiological
concepts that underpin Professor Liddle’s
approach to understanding mental illness.

The final four chapters summarise the cur-
rent evidence regarding the neurobiology of
schizophrenia, bipolar affective disorder, ob-
sessive compulsive disorder, and psychopathy.

Each ends with a synthesis that integrates
this with the previous account of how the
symptom clusters arise.

The explanatory power of Professor Liddle’s
thesis concerning the neural basis of mental
symptoms is stronger for some symptom
dimensions, such as reality distortion, than
others, such as distortion. But it is the general
unifying approach that is the major strength
of this book—the detail will certainly be
honed over the next decade. Another strength
is that this is a self contained book! It assumes
no neuroscientific or medical knowledge
other than the most basic. There are many
excellent colour illustrations. Therefore, this
book can be highly recommended to anybody
interested in the disordered mind and brain.

Eileen Joyce

CORRECTIONS

Rosso SM, van Swieten JC, Roks G, et al.
Apoliproprotein E4 in the temporal variant of
frontotemporal dementia. J Neurol Neurosurg
Psychiatry 2002;72:820.

Due to the style used in house for listing
authors affiliations in the Letters section of
the journal, the author’s names have been
incorrectly listed. The correct order should
read as follows:

Rosso SM, Roks G, Cruts M, van Broeck-
hoven C, Heutink P, van Duijn CM, van
Swieten JC

This also applies to:
Lünemann JD, Kassim N, Zschenderlein

R, et al. Rhabdomyolysis during interferon-β
1a treatment. J Neurol Neurosurg Psychiatry
2002;2:274.

The correct order of the authors is: Lüne-
mann JD, Schwarzenberger B, Kassim N,
Zschenderlein R, Zipp F.

Aarsland D et al. Donepezil for cognitive
impairment in Parkinson’s disease: a ran-
domised controlled study. J Neurol Neurosurg
Psychiatry 2002;72:708–12. An error occurred
in the production process in which the codes
of the two lines were erroneously inter-
changed. The correct figure appears below:

Figure 2 Change in mini mental state
examination (MMSE) score from baseline
over the two treatment sequences. Values are
mean (SE).
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