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Lipoarabinomannan (LAM) is a major surface lipoglycan ofMycobacterium tuberculosis. In the present study,
we demonstrated that arabinofuranosyl-terminated LAM (AraLAM) derived from a rapidly growing Mycobac-
terium sp., but not extensively mannosylated LAM derived from the Erdman strain, is capable of inducing
interleukin-12 (IL-12) expression in murine macrophages. Since IL-12 is known to drive the differentiation of
naive T cells toward T-helper type 1 (Th1) cell development, AraLAM may be an effective adjuvant in vaccines
and immunotherapies that need Th1 responses.

Lipoarabinomannan (LAM) is the major antigen in the my-
cobacterial cell envelope (9). Two types of LAM have been
described, arabinofuranosyl-terminated LAM (AraLAM) de-
rived from a rapidly growing Mycobacterium sp. and heavily
mannosylated LAM (ManLAM) derived from the Erdman
strain (5). Although AraLAM potently induces expression of
immediate-early genes such as those for c-fos, KC, JE, and tumor
necrosis factor alpha in murine macrophages, ManLAM fails to
do so (12, 14, 18). AraLAM is also known to elicit inducible nitric
oxide synthase in macrophages (13), resulting in the produc-
tion of nitric oxide, a potent inhibitor of various intracellular
pathogens, including Mycobacterium tuberculosis (2, 7, 17).
Thus, in the absence of mannosyl capping, AraLAM is capable
of inducing several important functions of macrophages. In
this context, we examined the effects of AraLAM and Man-
LAM on induction of interleukin-12 (IL-12) in macrophages
since several investigators, including ourselves, have demon-
strated that IL-12 has an obligatory role in the generation of
T-helper type 1 cells that play a major role in potent T-cell-
dependent protection against infection with intracellular
pathogens, includingMycobacterium sp. (6, 8, 17). First, murine
macrophage cell line J774, provided by the Japanese Cancer Re-
search Bank, was treated with either AraLAM or ManLAM
(AraLAM and ManLAM contained 12.7 and 3.7 ng of endotoxin
[kindly provided by J. T. Belisle] per mg, respectively) (4, 5) at
various concentrations and examined for IL-12 mRNA expres-
sion. Since the IL-12 heterodimer p35 subunit is constitutively
expressed (3), we examined the expression of the p40 subunit
mRNA of IL-12 by employing competitive quantitative reverse
transcription (RT)-PCR. J774 cells were cultured in 12-well flat-
bottom culture plates (Costar, Cambridge, Mass.) at 23 106/well
in serum-free Cosmedium 004 (COSMO BIO Co., Ltd., Tokyo,
Japan) at 378C to exclude the effect of possible contamination
with the lipopolysaccharide in fetal calf serum. After 8 h of incu-
bation with either AraLAM or ManLAM, the cells were washed
twice and total RNA was isolated. The RT-PCR method was
performed as previously reported (17), except for the addition of
competitor DNAs. Competitors were constructed with PCR
MIMIC Construction Kit (CLONTECH Laboratories, Inc., Palo

Alto, Calif.), and a 2.0-ml aliquot of each competitor was added to
a 25-ml reaction mixture (0.05 amol of IL-12 or 0.2 amol of
b-actin). The sizes of the competitive cDNAs amplified by PCR
were approximately 606 and 602 bp for IL-12 and b-actin, respec-
tively, although the sizes of wild-type cDNAs amplified by PCR
were approximately 396 and 150 bp for IL-12 and b-actin, respec-
tively. For each sample, the number of densitometric units (wild-
type cDNA/constructed competitor DNA) in the IL-12 band was
normalized to that found in the b-actin band, which was the
internal standard. As shown in Fig. 1, AraLAM, but not Man-
LAM, appeared to induce the IL-12 transcript in a dose-depen-
dent manner, producing a detectable increase at 2 mg/ml and
maximal induction at 5 mg/ml. AraLAM-inducible IL-12 mRNA
was not inhibited by polymyxin B, indicating that the induction
was not due to contamination of LAM with endotoxin (data not
shown). The possibility exists that a small amount of IL-12 cDNA
in the sample, such as ManLAM-stimulated cells, is undetectable
due to the presence of excess competitor. Therefore, titration
experiments were performed in which constant amounts of IL-12
(p40) cDNA (0.005, 0.05, and 0.5 amol) were amplified in the
presence of serially diluted IL-12 MIMIC competitors (0.2, 0.05,
0.01, and 0.002 amol). However, smaller amounts of competitors
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FIG. 1. Differential induction of IL-12 (p40) transcripts by AraLAM and
ManLAM in J774 cells. J774 cells were incubated for 8 h with AraLAM or
ManLAM at the concentrations shown. Total RNA was isolated for first-strand
cDNA synthesis, and competitive RT-PCR was performed for IL-12 (p40) and
b-actin. Ten microliters of the PCR product was electrophoresed in each lane.
The wild-type cDNA band (lower band) and the construct band (upper band)
were visualized by ethidium bromide staining.
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(0.01 and 0.002 amol) were incapable of increasing the density of
amplified bands for 0.05 amol of IL-12 cDNA, the minimum
amount needed to produce detectable bands after PCR amplifi-
cation (data not shown).
Figure 2A shows the time course of IL-12 mRNA accumu-

lation in J774 cells treated with 5 mg of AraLAM per ml.
Induction of IL-12 mRNA was apparent by 2 h, although
maximal induction required 8 h. We also evaluated IL-12 p40
production by J774 cells induced by AraLAM and ManLAM.
IL-12 production was assessed by enzyme-linked immunosor-
bent assay with anti-murine IL-12 monoclonal antibodies
(C15.1 and C15.6; kindly provided by Trinchieri) as previously
described (16). Consistent with the finding on mRNA expres-
sion, AraLAM, but not ManLAM, was capable of inducing
IL-12 production. Production of IL-12 induced by AraLAM

was readily detectable by 10 h poststimulation, later than
mRNA expression (Fig. 2B). To exclude the possibility that the
IL-12 mRNA expression induced by AraLAM was unique to
J774 cells, we examined the effects of AraLAM and ManLAM
on induction of IL-12 mRNA and protein in glycogen-elicited
peritoneal macrophages. Again, AraLAM, but not ManLAM,
appeared to induce the IL-12 transcript and protein in a dose-
dependent manner (data not shown).
Taken together, these data indicated that AraLAM, but not

ManLAM, can induce IL-12 expression in both a macrophage
cell line and glycogen-elicited peritoneal macrophages. Earlier
studies suggested that the different abilities of LAMs to induce
the expression of several cytokines and immediate-early genes
is an important determinant of virulence (1, 12, 14, 18). How-
ever, LAM from avirulent M. tuberculosis H37Ra and that
from vaccine strain M. bovis BCG have both been recently
shown to be mannose capped; therefore, mannose capping
may not be directly correlated with virulence (10, 15). Man-
nose capping is, rather, considered to be a common feature of
LAMs from all strains of M. tuberculosis (10). Furthermore, it
has been shown that BCG is a potent inducer of IL-12 in
macrophages (17) and that tuberculosis patients have large
numbers of IL-12 producers in their peripheral blood (11),
suggesting that some component(s) other than LAM is also
responsible for the induction of IL-12 in Mycobacterium sp.
Nevertheless, AraLAM, a powerful inducer of IL-12, may be
an effective adjuvant for initiation of protective T-helper type
1 responses against intracellular pathogens and tumors.
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