
5. FINCO. D.R. Medical management of the feline
urologic syndrome. In Current Veterinary Therapy
VI. p. 284. Philadelphia: W.B. Saunders Company.
1976.

6. FINCO. D.R. Induced feline urethral obstruction:
response of hyperkalemia to relief of obstruction and
administration of parenteral electrolyte solution. J.
Am. an. hosp. Ass. 12: 198-202. 1976.

7. HERRON. M.A. The effect of perpubertal castration
on the penile urethra of the cat. J. Am. vet. med. Ass.
160: 208-211. 1972.

8. JACKSON, O.F. The case against a viral etiology in
feline urolithiasis. Vet. Rec. 96: 70-71. 1975.

9. OSBORNE. C.L.. D.G. LOW and D.R. FINCO. Canine and
Feline Urology. p. 263. Philadelphia: W.B. Saunders
Company. 1972.

10. RICH. L.J.. 1. DYSART, F.C. CHOW and D. HAMAR.

Urethral obstruction in male cats: experimental pro-

duction by addition of magnesium and phosphate to
diet. Feline Practice 4: 44-47. Sept.-Oct. 1974.

I1. RICH. L.J. and R.W. KIRK. The relationship of struvite
crystals to urethral obstruction in cats. J. Am. vet.
med. Ass. 154: 153-157. 1969.

12. SCHAER, M. The use of regular insulin in the treat-
ment of hyperkalemia in cats with urethral obstruc-
tion. J. Am. an. hosp. Ass. II: 106-109. 1975.

13. SCOTT. R.C. Feline urologic diseases. Vet. Clin.
N. Am. 6: 479-493. 1976.

14. TOMEY. S.L. and T.B. FOLLIS. Incidence rates of feline
urological syndrome (F.U.S.) in the United States.
Feline Practice 8: 39-41. Jan. 1978.

15. WALKER. A.D.. A.D. WEAVER. R.S. ANDERSON. G.W.

CRIGHTON. C. FENNELL, C.J. GASKELL and G.T. WIL-

KINSON. An epidemiological survey of the feline
urological syndrome. J. small Anim. Pract. 18:
283-301. 1977.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Cutaneous Melanoma
in Hampslhire Swine
DEAR SIR:

There arc rcecrcnccs in rcccnt litcraturc (as wcll
as somc unpublishcd material) to the incidcncc of
cutaincous mclanoma in Duroc swinc. The discasc
is characterized by raised, black areas on the skin
whichi may brcak and drain. In somie cascs, it will
bccomc systcmic and rcsult in condemnation ol the
catrcass at slaughtcr. The condition sccms to have
somc gcnctic relationslip and thcrcforc is of
economic importancc to the conscientious brecdcr
selling brecding stock.
Wc have obscrved and confirmcd a casc of

cutaneous melanoma in a Hampshire boar. What
appears to be cutancous mclanoma was also
observed, but not conf'irmed, in a Hampshlire sow.
Thle black pigmented areas of' the sow bcgan to
turn whitc soon af'ter the suspect lesions appearcd.

It' othcr practitioners are observing this type ol'
lesion in Hampshire animals, with or without a
change ol' skin pigmentation, we would ask that
they have the diagnosis conf'irmed histologically
and contaict the undcrsigncd.

Yours truly,
R.E. EMPRINGHAM, D.V.M.
Assi. Director of VeterinarY Services
Western Ontario Breeders Inc.
P.O. Box 457
Woodstock, Ontario N4S 7 Y7
J.N. WILKINS
Manager
Ontario Swine A.L. Association

Letters to the Editor to Contain
Practice Information
DEAR SIR:

Since my graduation in 1966, 1 have been
somewlhat disappointed in the lack of written
practical material for small animal practitioners.
Last year I wrote a long and confidential letter to
the editorial board making many suggestions as to
how I felt the journal could be improved. To my
pleasure they decided to act on some of the
suggestions, and to my horror they asked me to
serve as an assistant editor.
My main aim will be to work on the establish-

ment of a "practitioners forum" so that people
making minor discoveries in practice can share
experiences in the journal. Many of the little tips
whichi make practice so much easier were learned
in the coffee shops and bars at professional
meetings or were disseminated by the more helpful
drug company representatives.

For the time being it has been decided to put this
information in the "letters to the editor" section.
While the material will be edited the format and
references may vary more than the research papers
do. It is hoped that many more practitioners will
send information to the journal so we can find out
what is really happening in applied veterinary
medicine in Canada.
Yours truly,
GARY SMITH, D.V.M.
Allondale Animal Hospital
14715 - 108th Avenue
Surrey, B.C. V3R IV9
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