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A 65-kb region of DNA from Streptomyces viridochromogenes Tü57, containing genes encoding proteins
involved in the biosynthesis of avilamycins, was isolated. The DNA sequence of a 6.4-kb fragment from this
region revealed four open reading frames (ORF1 to ORF4), three of which are fully contained within the
sequenced fragment. The deduced amino acid sequence of AviM, encoded by ORF2, shows 37% identity to a
6-methylsalicylic acid synthase from Penicillium patulum. Cultures of S. lividans TK24 and S. coelicolor CH999
containing plasmids with ORF2 on a 5.5-kb PstI fragment were able to produce orsellinic acid, an unreduced
version of 6-methylsalicylic acid. The amino acid sequence encoded by ORF3 (AviD) is 62% identical to that
of StrD, a dTDP-glucose synthase from S. griseus. The deduced amino acid sequence of AviE, encoded by ORF4,
shows 55% identity to a dTDP-glucose dehydratase (StrE) from S. griseus. Gene insertional inactivation
experiments of aviE abolished avilamycin production, indicating the involvement of aviE in the biosynthesis of
avilamycins.

The avilamycins (Fig. 1), which are produced by Streptomy-
ces viridochromogenes Tü57, are oligosaccharide antibiotics
and belong to the orthosomycin group of antibiotics (10).
Avilamycins as well as other important members of the ortho-
somycins contain a dichloroisoeverninic acid moiety, as well as
one or more orthoester linkages which are associated with
carbohydrate residues (35). The compound SCH27899 shows
excellent activity against gram-positive bacteria (22, 32) and is
presently being tested for possible use against human infec-
tious diseases (31, 37). Avilamycins inhibit the growth of gram-
positive bacteria, and avilamycin A is a translation inhibitor
binding to the 30S ribosomal subunit (34), but the exact mode
of action of the avilamycins is not known. Avilamycins are used
as an additive for animal breeding (MaxusG; Eli Lilly, Bad
Homburg, Germany).

Few genetic studies have been carried out on the biosynthe-
sis of orthosomycins. In 1992, Bergh and Uhlen (5) described
the cloning and analysis of a polyketide synthase encoding
gene cluster of S. curacoi, the producer of curamycin. The
isolated gene cluster may be involved in the biosynthesis of
curamycin or possibly in the biosynthesis of a spore pigment.
Besides polyketide synthase genes, no other genes of this clus-
ter were described. We recently reported a PCR method to
amplify gene fragments coding for deoxynucleoside diphos-
phate (dNDP)-glucose 4,6-dehydratases (11), which are in-
volved in the formation of 6-deoxyhexose moieties of different
antibiotics (24). A PCR fragment was obtained by using chro-
mosomal DNA from S. viridochromogenes Tü57 as the tem-
plate. The deduced amino acid sequence of the fragment re-
vealed similarity to known dNDP-glucose dehydratases (11).
We have now used this PCR fragment as a probe to screen a
cosmid library. On a cosmid hybridizing to the probe, three
genes (aviD, aviE, and aviM) were detected. The disruption of

aviE affected avilamycin production. Expression of the multi-
functional gene aviM in S. lividans TK24 or S. coelicolor CH999
resulted in the production of orsellinic acid. These data con-
firm that the cloned genes are part of the avilamycin biosyn-
thetic gene cluster.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Bacterial strains, plasmids, and materials. S. viridochromogenes Tü57 and S.
lividans TK24 were obtained from the culture collection of H. Zähner and W.
Wohlleben, University of Tübingen (Tübingen, Germany). S. coelicolor CH999
was from D. A. Hopwood (Norwich, United Kingdom). Cosmid pOJ446 (7) was
obtained from B. E. Schoner (Lilly Research Laboratories, Indianapolis, Ind.).
Plasmid pWHM3 (33) was obtained from H. Decker (Hoechst, Frankfurt, Ger-
many). Plasmid pBluescript-SK2 (pSK2) was from Stratagene (Heidelberg, Ger-
many). Medium components were purchased from Difco Laboratories (Detroit,
Mich.), soya flour was purchased from Hartge Ingredients (Hamburg, Germany),
and restriction enzymes were purchased from Amersham Life Science (Buck-
inghamshire, United Kingdom); Apramycin and avilamycins were a gift from Eli
Lilly, carbenicillin was from Roth (Karlsruhe, Germany), erythromycin was from
Fluka (Neu Ulm, Germany), and thiostrepton was from Sigma (Deisenhofen,
Germany). All other chemicals were from Roth.

Culture conditions. S. viridochromogenes Tü57, S. coelicolor CH999, and S.
lividans TK24 were maintained on HA medium containing 1% malt extract, 0.4%
yeast extract, 1.6% agar, 0.4% glucose, and 1 mM CaCl2 (pH 7.2) at 28°C (S.
viridochromogenes Tü57 at 37°C). For the production of avilamycins, spores of S.
viridochromogenes Tü57 were transferred to NL191 medium containing 2%
mannitol, 2% soya flour, and 20 mM L-valine (pH 7.2) and grown at 28°C in
500-ml baffled flasks filled with 100 ml of medium at 180 rpm. For the production
of orsellinic acid, strains were grown on R5 agar plates for 5 days (4, 17). For the
preparation of protoplasts, S. viridochromogenes Tü57 was cultivated in a mod-
ified S medium containing 0.4% peptone, 0.4% yeast extract, 0.4% K2HPO4,
0.2% KH2PO4, and 0.75% L-glycine (23) for 50 h. For protoplast preparation, S.
lividans TK24 and S. coelicolor CH999 were grown in liquid R2YE for 30 h
according to the standard procedure (17). All protoplasts were regenerated on
R2YE medium. General methods for the cultivation of Escherichia coli XL1-
Blue-MRF9 were as previously described (27). Thiostrepton (0.025 mg/ml), car-
benicillin (0.05 mg/ml), apramycin (0.05 mg/ml), and erythromycin (0.05 mg/ml)
were used for selective growth of recombinant strains.

DNA isolation, manipulation, and cloning. Plasmid isolation, DNA endonu-
clease restriction analysis, ligation, and transformation were done by standard
procedures (17, 27). Large-scale E. coli plasmid DNA was isolated with the
Nucleobond AX100 kit (Macherey and Nagel, Düren, Germany). Genomic DNA
of S. viridochromogenes Tü57 was isolated as described by Altenbuchner and
Cullum (1). For the construction of a cosmid library from S. viridochromogenes
Tü57, chromosomal DNA was partially digested with Sau3A, and fragments of 25
to 40 kb were ligated into the BamHI site of cosmid pOJ446. DNA was packed
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into phages by using the Gigapack Packaging Extract Gold system from Strat-
agene. The phages were used to transduce E. coli XL1-Blue-MRF9. For screen-
ing of the cosmid library, a DNA fragment obtained by PCR amplification (11)
was used as a probe. The probe was labeled with digoxigenin (DIG) by using a
DIG labeling and detection kit (Boehringer, Mannheim, Germany). Colony and
Southern hybridization were performed with Hybond N nylon membranes (Am-
ersham) according to standard protocols (27).

Sequencing. DNA sequencing was performed on double-stranded templates
(subclones in pSK2) by the dideoxynucleotide chain termination method, using
a Thermo Sequenase core sequencing kit with 7-deaza-dGTP (RPN2440) from
Molecular Dynamics (Krefeld, Germany). Both strands were sequenced with
standard primers (T3, T7, M13 reverse, and M13 forward) or with internal
oligonucleotide primers on a Molecular Dynamics Vistra 725 DNA sequencer or
on an Applied Biosystems sequencer (model 377).

Computer-assisted sequence analysis. Computer-assisted sequence analysis
was carried out by using the DNASIS software package (version 2, 1995; Hitachi
Software Engineering, San Bruno, Calif.). BlastX analyses (2) were run with the
GenBank CDC translations 1 PDB 1 SwissProt 1 SPupdate 1 PIR, release
3.17, 1997. Open reading frames were identified by using the CODONPREF-
ERENCE program (12).

Insertional inactivation of aviE. To determine whether aviE is involved in
avilamycin biosynthesis, insertional inactivation experiments were carried out. A
1.4-kb EcoRI-BglII fragment from S. viridochromogenes Tü57 containing the aviE
gene was subcloned into pSK2 which had been restricted with EcoRI and
BamHI. Into an internal SnaBI site of the 1.4-kb fragment, a 1.6-kb Acc65I
fragment from pIJ4026 (6, 30) carrying the ermE gene was subcloned to create
pDesery2. Integration of pDesery2 into the chromosome of S. viridochromogenes
Tü57 was carried out by polyethylene glycol-induced protoplast transformation
(17). Approximately 15 mg of single-stranded plasmid DNA, obtained by alkaline
treatment, was used for transformation (16).

Expression of the orsellinic acid synthase in S. coelicolor CH999 and S. lividans
TK24. A 5.5-kb PstI fragment containing the entire aviM gene was cloned into
the PstI site of pWHM3. The fragment was inserted in both orientations to give
either MSS4.3 (transcribed from the promoter of the thiostrepton resistance
gene of pWHM3) or MSS4.5 (opposite orientation). These constructs were used
to transform S. coelicolor CH999 and S. lividans TK24.

Detection of avilamycins. Cultures (400 ml) of S. viridochromogenes Tü57 and
mutants obtained by insertional inactivation experiments were grown for 72 h in
NL191 medium and harvested by centrifugation. The medium was extracted
with an equal volume of ethyl acetate, and cells were extracted with an equal
volume of methanol. Ethyl acetate and methanol were removed under vacuum,
and the products were combined and resuspended in a small volume of metha-
nol. The crude product was chromatographed on a Sephadex LH20 column with
methanol as the solvent. Fractions were analyzed by thin-layer chromatography
(TLC) analysis on silica plates (Merck, Darmstadt, Germany) with CH2Cl2-
methanol (9:1). Developed plates were sprayed with anisaldehyde solution (1%
anisaldehyde in methanol-acetic acid-sulfuric acid [8:1:1]) and heated to 120°C
for 5 min. The avilamycins turned black. Further analysis was carried out by
high-performance liquid chromatography (HPLC) with a diode array detector,
using a Nucleosil 100 C18 column (5 mm) and a linear gradient (15 min) from 0
to 100% acetonitrile in 0.1% aqueous phosphoric acid (flow rate, 2 ml/min) (9,
14, 21). The minimal detectable concentration of avilamycin A was 0.01 mg/liter
of medium. Extracts were also assayed for avilamycins by the agar diffusion
technique, using Bacillus subtilis as the test organism (9).

Detection of orsellinic acid. Cultures (agar plates) of S. coelicolor CH999 and
S. lividans TK24 containing pMSS4.3 were grown for 5 days on R5 medium and
extracted with an equal volume of methanol. The solvent was removed under
vacuum, and the product was resuspended in ethyl acetate. The organic layer was
extracted with 1% aqueous Na2CO3. The aqueous phase was adjusted to pH 2 to
3 and was extracted again with ethyl acetate. The organic layer was concentrated
in vacuum, and orsellinic acid was detected by TLC (see above). Orsellinic acid
turned red after treatment with anisaldehyde solution. For the preparative iso-
lation of orsellinic acid, 20 agar plates (approximately 400 ml) containing R5
medium were inoculated, cultivated for 5 days, and then extracted with 400 ml of
methanol. The solvent was removed, and the product was resuspended in 200 ml
of H2O-acetic acid (99:1). After extraction with 200 ml of ethyl acetate-acetic
acid (99:1), the organic phase was extracted with 400 ml of 1% aqueous Na2CO3.
The pH of this Na2CO3 solution was adjusted to 2 to 3, and orsellinic acid was
extracted with 400 ml of ethyl acetate. The solvent was removed, and products
were resuspended in 10 ml of methanol. Further purification was achieved by
preparative TLC on silica gel, using dichlormethan-methanol-acetic acid (9:1:
0.1) followed by fractionation on a Sephadex LH20 column (40 by 2.5 cm), using
methanol as the solvent.

Nucleotide sequence accession number. The nucleotide sequence data re-
ported in this paper appear in the EMBL nucleotide sequence database under
accession no. Y11985.

RESULTS

Screening of a cosmid library for the putative avilamycin
biosynthetic gene cluster. A cosmid library from S. viridochro-
mogenes Tü57 DNA was prepared, and approximately 2,000
colonies were probed by colony hybridization using an internal
fragment of a dNTP-glucose 4,6-dehydratase gene as a probe.
This probe had been derived by PCR amplification using
genomic DNA of S. viridochromogenes Tü57 as a template
(11). Six colonies hybridized to the probe. Cosmid DNA iso-
lated from these colonies was analyzed by restriction mapping
and Southern hybridization experiments. All cosmids con-
tained overlapping DNA encompassing in a total of approxi-
mately 65 kb of S. viridochromogenes Tü57 genomic DNA. One
cosmid, F4, was used for further restriction mapping and se-
quencing (Fig. 2).

Sequence analysis of a 6.4-kb region. An dNDP-glucose
4,6-dehydratase gene is thought to be involved in the biosyn-
thesis of carbohydrate moieties of avilamycins (24). It might
therefore be expected that genes encoding biosynthetic en-
zymes for avilamycins would occur clustered with the dNDP-
glucose 4,6-dehydratase gene. A 6.4-kb DNA fragment con-
taining the dehydratase gene (fragment I [Fig. 2]) was
sequenced. Within this segment, four open reading frames
(ORFs) with the characteristics of Streptomyces genes (overall
G1C content, 71.5%; high bias toward G and C in the third
codon position) were identified. All four ORFs are transcribed
in the same direction. One ORF is truncated, whereas the
other three are fully contained within the sequenced fragment.
The region between ORF2 and ORF3 is very rich in AT, and
some parts can be viewed as a possible promoter sequence (8,
29) (Fig. 3).

Deduced functions of the proteins. The gene product of
ORF1 (truncated) shows homology to DpsC from S. peucetius
ATCC 29050 (15) and to ORFC from Streptomyces sp. strain
C5 (36). The exact functions of these genes, which are involved
in the biosynthesis of doxorubicin and daunomycin, respec-
tively, are not known. However, it has been speculated that
DpsC is involved in selecting propionyl coenzyme A (propio-
nyl-CoA) as the starter unit for daunorubicin biosynthesis (26).
The deduced amino acid sequence encoded by aviM (ORF2)
exhibits similarity to type I polyketide synthases. The highest
identity was found for a 6-methylsalicylic acid synthase
(MSAS) from Penicillium patulum (3) (37% identity). A com-
parison between the amino acid sequences encoded by aviD
and strD from S. griseus reveals 62% identity, suggesting that
aviD encodes a dTDP-glucose synthase. The deduced amino

FIG. 1. Structure of avilamycin A.
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acid sequence of aviE shows 55% identity to the deduced
amino acid sequence of strE from S. griseus, suggesting that
aviE codes for a dTDP-glucose 4,6-dehydratase (13, 25).

Insertional inactivation experiments. To test whether we
had in fact cloned genes responsible for avilamycin biosynthe-
sis, we carried out insertional inactivation experiments using
the vector pSK2, which does not replicate in Streptomyces. The
1.4-kb EcoRI-BglII fragment comprising aviE was subcloned
into pSK2. Subsequently a 1.6-kb Acc65I fragment from
pIJ4026 carrying the ermE gene was cloned into a SnaBI site
located in the gene aviE, resulting in pDesery2. This plasmid
was introduced into S. viridochromogenes Tü57 by protoplast
transformation. Erythromycin-resistant colonies were ob-
tained. These colonies were allowed to sporulate, and spores
were selected again for resistance to erythromycin. Genomic
DNA samples from different transformants were screened by
hybridization, using a 1.6-kb AccI fragment containing the
gene ermE as a probe. Three mutants, in which genomic DNA
hybridized to the probe, were selected. Genomic DNA derived
from each transformant (229, 27, and 21) was digested with
either BamHI or BglII and examined by Southern hybridiza-
tion.

The 1.6-kb ermE fragment described above and the 0.5-kb
PCR fragment containing parts of aviE were used as probes.
The three mutants, but not the wild type, gave a hybridization
signal with ermE, showing the integration of pDesery2. This
result was confirmed by hybridization signals detected from all
three mutants with a fragment of the vector pSK2 (data not
shown). Integration of pDesery2 by a single crossover event
can take place in two different ways, as depicted in Fig. 4B.
Using aviE as a probe, crossover between the SnaBI and the
BglII site will result in pattern A, which should give hybridiza-
tion signals at 10.5 and 4.3 kb after BamHI digestion. Cross-
over between the SnaBI and the EcoRI site results in pattern
B, from which bands at 9.4 and 5.8 kb are expected. BglII

digestion should give identical 11-kb signals from all three
mutants. As shown in Fig. 4A, the Southern blots were in
accordance with these expectations, showing that the genotype
of mutant 21 corresponded to pattern A, whereas those of
mutants 229 and 27 corresponded to pattern B. None of the
three mutants showed a pattern consistent with a double cross-
over.

Analysis of the phenotypes of mutants 229, 27, and 21.
Mutants 229, 27, and 21 and the wild type were grown in
liquid medium for 72 h. Extracts of strains were analyzed by
TLC and HPLC as described in Materials and Methods. Dif-
ferent avilamycins, all identified by their characteristic UV
spectra (lmax at 214 and 288 nm), were produced by the wild-
type strain (total avilamycin content, approximately 20 mg/liter
of medium). No avilamycin (,0.01 mg/liter medium) was de-
tected in extracts of mutants 229, 27, and 21.

Expression of aviM in S. lividans TK24 and S. coelicolor
CH999. A 5.5-kb PstI fragment containing the entire aviM gene
(fragment II [Fig. 2]) was ligated into pWHM3 to create
MSS4.3, in which aviM should be transcribed from the pro-
moter of the thiostrepton resistance gene of pWHM3 and
MSS4.5, which contains aviM in the opposite direction to the
thiostrepton resistance promoter. These constructs were used
to transform S. coelicolor CH999 and S. lividans TK24. Cul-
tures of S. coelicolor CH999 and S. lividans TK24 containing
plasmids pMSS4.3, pMSS4.5, and pWHM3 were cultivated,
and extracts were analyzed by TLC. A UV-fluorescent com-
pound turning red after treatment with anisaldehyde solution
was detected in transformants containing pMSS4.3 but not in
the transformants containing pMSS4.5 or pWHM3. The com-
pound was isolated from agar plates of S. coelicolor CH999 in
preparative scale as described in Materials and Methods and
was fully characterized by nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR)
spectroscopy in d6-acetone and mass spectrometry. This aro-
matic compound was identified as orsellinic acid. The 400-

FIG. 2. (A) Restriction map of cosmid F4, containing DNA from S. viridochromogenes Tü57. (B) Detailed map of a 14-kb DNA fragment. ORF1, ORF2 (aviM),
ORF3 (aviD), and ORF 4 (aviE) are marked as arrows. Line I indicates the sequenced region. The fragment which has been expressed in S. coelicolor CH999 is shown
as line II. B, BamHI; E, EcoRI; Bg, BglII; S, SnaBI; P, PstI.
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FIG. 3. Nucleotide sequence for the analyzed region. ORF1, truncated to 179 (TGA); ORF2, 178 (ATG) to 4057 (TGA) (1,293 amino acids); ORF3, 4249 (ATG)
to 5314 (TGA) (355 amino acids); ORF4, 5367 (ATG) to 6432 (TGA) (355 amino acids). ATG start codons and TGA stop codons are in boldface. Possible ribosome
binding sites are underlined.
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MHz 1H NMR spectrum shows two resonances for 5-H at d 5
6.27 ppm (d, J 5 2.3 Hz) and for 3-H at 6.21 ppm (d, J 5 2.3
Hz). The methyl group is located at 2.53 ppm and shows a large
relative nuclear Overhauser effect (16%) with 5-H. In addition,
three exchangeable protons at 6.20 to 5.53 ppm (b, 2H) and
3.32 ppm (s, 1H) were detected. The constitution of the com-
pound was further proven by recording of a 13C NMR spec-
trum (d 5 174.9 [CO2H], 167.1 [C-4], 163.2 [C-2], 145.1 [C-1],
112.0 [C-5], 101.6 [C-3], 105.9 [C-6], 24.5 [CH3] ppm) and a
MS(EI) spectrum (m/z 5 168.0422 [M1]).

Approximately 30 mg of orsellinic acid was produced from
20 agar plates (400 ml of medium), an amount comparable to
the yield for 6-methylsalicylic acid production in S. coelicolor
CH999 (4).

DISCUSSION

Considerable progress has been made recently in clarifying
the molecular genetics of polyketide antibiotic biosynthesis in
actinomycetes. These studies have led to the development of
novel polyketides, which were obtained by mixing biosynthetic
genes of different biosynthetic clusters and functional expres-
sion of these gene sets in a special host strain (19, 20). One of
the areas that remain to be explored is the molecular basis for
the biosynthesis of glycosylated compounds and especially of
oligosaccharide antibiotics. In our study, three genes located
on a cosmid prepared from genomic DNA of S. viridochromo-
genes Tü57 have been isolated and sequenced. It has been
shown previously that dNDP-hexose synthases and dNDP-hex-

ose 4,6-dehydratases are involved in the biosynthesis of several
6-deoxyhexoses (24). The strong resemblance of aviD and aviE
to strD and strE, both involved in the biosynthesis of dTDP-4-
keto-6-deoxyglucose in S. griseus, indicates that these genes are
involved in early steps of the biosynthesis of 6-deoxyhexoses,
which are components of the avilamycins. Insertional inactiva-
tion experiments confirmed the involvement of these genes in
the biosynthesis of avilamycins. The integration of pDesery2

into the genome disrupted a transcription unit with aviD, aviE,
and further genes located downstream to aviE. This resulted in
the abolition of avilamycin production.

Polyketide synthases have traditionally been classified as
iterative polyketide synthases and modular polyketide syn-
thases. Iterative polyketide synthases have been classified as
type I or type II on the basis of the structural organization of
the enzymes. Type I enzymes consist of multifunctional pro-
teins in which individual active sites occur as domains, as ex-
emplified by an MSAS from the fungus P. patulum. Type II
enzymes consist of several separate monofunctional proteins.
These proteins are involved in the production of aromatic
compounds such as actinorhodin, granaticin, and tetracenomy-
cin. In contrast, modular polyketide synthases consist of sev-
eral domains, each containing a set of active sites, required for
one step in carbon chain assembly and modification. Modular
polyketide synthases are exemplified by a 6-deoxyerythronol-
ide B synthase from Saccharopolyspora erythraea (18).

The orsellinic acid synthase reported here, which is the gene
product of aviM, is a multifunctional protein belonging to
iterative polyketide synthase type I. The overall homology

FIG. 3—Continued.
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(37% identity) to the MSAS from P. patulum (3) is not very
high but still significant. Motifs resembling acyl carrier proteins
(ACPs), b-ketoacyl:ACP synthases, and acetyl-CoA/malonyl-
CoA:ACP acyltransferase are detected in the orsellinic acid
synthase; all of these motifs have also been detected in the
MSAS (Fig. 5). As no keto reduction is necessary for the
production of orsellinic acid, the absence of a ketoacyl reduc-
tase motif in the orsellinic acid synthase was expected. A fur-
ther motif in the MSAS resembling dehydratases has not been
described, but it might be located between amino acids 1216

and 1383 of this protein. This part shows some homology to the
dehydratase motif in the 6-deoxyerythronolide B synthase 2
from Saccharopolyspora erythraea (data not shown), and as
expected, this part is missing in AviM (Fig. 5). Unlike animal
fatty acid synthases, MSAS and AviM do not harbor thioester-
ase domains.

The production of orsellinic acid after expression of aviM in
S. lividans TK24 or S. coelicolor CH999 clearly confirmed the
function of aviM. To our knowledge, this is the first type I
polyketide synthase isolated from bacteria which is able to

FIG. 4. (A) Southern hybridization of genomic DNA. Genomic DNA of the wild-type (wt) S. viridochromogenes Tü57 and of mutants 229, 27, and 21 was digested
with BamHI (B) and BglII (Bg) and probed with the ermE gene (I) and aviE (II). Lane M, l-HindIII markers (DIG labeled); lane K, pDesery2 restricted with BamHI.
(B) Possible patterns of integration of pDesery2 into the genome of S. viridochromogenes Tü57 by single crossover events.
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produce an aromatic compound. ORF1 encodes an enzyme
that might function like DpsC in ensuring that propionyl-CoA
is selected as the starter unit by AviM following the precedent
recently published by Rajgarhia and Strohl (26).

The cloning of a gene cluster coding for proteins involved in
the biosynthesis of curamycin has been described. The cloning
was achieved by using genes from the actinorhodin cluster (act
I) as a probe to screen a plasmid library. It has been speculated
that the isolated genes encode an orsellinic acid synthase or
perhaps a spore pigment synthase (5). In our studies, we used
genes of the granaticin polyketide cluster, which are very sim-
ilar to the act I genes (28), as probes in Southern blots of the
isolated cosmids. No significant signal was detected, indicating
that no type II polyketide synthase gene coding for a ketosyn-
thase, a chain length factor, or an ACP is located on the
isolated fragment (data not shown). The results of these South-
ern blots and the fact that aviM codes for a type I polyketide
synthase indicate that no type II polyketide synthase is involved
in the biosynthesis of avilamycins. This finding agrees with the
speculation (5) that the reported gene cluster isolated from S.
curacoi in fact codes for enzymes involved in the biosynthesis
of a spore pigment rather than curamycin.

The continuing need for new, clinically effective antibiotics
warrants studies with members of the orthosomycin class of
antibiotics because of its favorable therapeutic index and its
activity against multidrug-resistant organisms. Our studies
should allow further genes of the avilamycin biosynthesis to be
identified by genome walking. We hope to use these genes in
the future to create new antibiotics by combinatorial biosyn-
thesis.
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34. Wolf, H. 1973. Avilamycin, an inhibitor of the 30S ribosomal subunit func-
tion. FEBS Lett. 36:181–186.

35. Wright, E. D. 1979. The orthosomycins, a new family of antibiotics. Tetra-
hedron 35:1207–1236.

36. Ye, J., M. L. Dickens, R. Plater, Y. Li, J. Lawrence, and W. R. Strohl. 1994.
Isolation and sequence analysis of polyketide synthase genes from the

daunomycin-producing Streptomyces sp. strain C5. J. Bacteriol. 176:6270–
6280.

37. Zähner, W., and H. P. Fiedler. 1995. The need for new antibiotics: possible
ways forward, p. 67–84. In P. A. Hunter, G. K. Darby, and N. J. Russell (ed.),
Fifty years of antimicrobials: past perspectives and future trends. Society for
General Microbiology, Cambridge, England.

6278 GAISSER ET AL. J. BACTERIOL.


