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The t(2;5) generates a chimeric NPM-ALK tran-
script encoded by the nucleopbosmin NPM gene
Jused to the anaplastic lympboma kinase gene
ALK. Using a reverse transcriptase nested poly-
merase chain reaction assay we bave detected
NPM-ALK transcripts within CD30" primary cu-
taneous lymphboma and lympbomatoid papulosis
(LP). The t(2;5) was identified in 4 out of 9
CD30" anaplastic lympbomas and in 1 out of 4
CD30* pleomorpbic ympbomas. Moreover, the
t(2;5) was detected in 3 out of 10 LPs. All NPM-
ALK-positive lympbomas and 1 NPM-ALK-posi-
tive LP exhibited a clonal rearrangement of the T
cell receptor <y-chain gene. The t(2;5) was de-
tected in 2 cases of LP without other evidence for
a clonal ympboid population. To identify cells
carrying the t(2;5) translocation, we used immu-
nobistochemistry to detect the ALK-encoded p80
protein and in situ bybridization for the specific
detection of NPM-ALK transcripts. Botb p80 pro-
tein and NPM-ALK transcripts were expressed by
anaplastic or large CD30" lympboma cells with
positive NPM-ALK amplification. The presence of
t(2;5) in a subset of CD30" cutaneous lympboma

and LP may indicate a common pathogenesis
with a subset of anaplastic nodal lymphboma.
(Am J Patbol 1996, 149:483—-492)

Primary cutaneous large cell lymphomas (CLCLs)
are a heterogeneous group of lymphomas regarding
clinical and morphological features and prognosis."
Several studies have suggested that CD30 expres-
sion by more than 75% of tumor cells may define a
subset of CLCL with good prognosis.’"® Moreover
CD30" cutaneous lymphoproliferations comprise
slowly progressive lymphoproliferative disorders
with various evolution ranging from spontaneous re-
gression to systemic dissemination. Lymphomatoid
papulosis (LP) represents the benign counterpart of
this spectrum.® Its common course is benign, but
between 5 and 20% of patients will have associated
lymphomas, including mycosis fungoides, T-cell im-
munoblastic lymphoma, or anaplastic lymphoma.5-8

Immunophenotypic and molecular genetic studies
have shown that the overall majority of cutaneous
CD30* lymphomas are of T cell or null cell origin,®
which is analogous to systemic anaplastic large cell
lymphoma (ALCL)."® Cutaneous large cell CD30*
lymphomas are clonal, as assessed by antigen re-
ceptor gene rearrangement studies.'"'2 The preva-
lence of monoclonality in LP is close to that observed
in cutaneous T cell lymphomas.'™ "7 However, a
clonal rearrangement of the T cell receptor does not
predict the subsequent development of systemic
lymphoma. '3 Therefore, the molecular events that
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Figure 1. Schema of the NPM gene on chromosome 5 and the chimeric
gene NPM-ALK derived from the der (5) chromosome after transloca-
tion with chromosome 2. The position of the breakpoint is indicated by
an arrow. The position of the oligonucleotide primers and probe used
for RT-PCR analysis are shown (see sequences in the text). The region
encoding for the tyrosine kinase domain is indicated by a solid box.

promote the malignant transformation of LP as well
as the poor evolution of a subset of CD30* CLCL
remain to be defined.

Conventional cytogenetics in childhood lympho-
mas have characterized the 1(2;5)(p23;935) translo-
cation since 1985.'8 This translocation has been de-
tected by cytogenetic methods in 30 to 40% of nodal
ALCLs."®22 However, no t(2;5) has been identified
in CD30™ CLCL or LP by cytogenetics.?®

The t(2;5) breakpoint consists of the fusion of the
nucleolar phosphoprotein gene NPM on 5g35, which
is ubiquitously expressed,?*2® with a new protein
tyrosine kinase gene named anaplastic lymphoma
kinase (ALK), which is located on 2p23.26 The NPM-
ALK fusion protein is composed of the amino-termi-
nal domain of NPM and the catalytic domain of
ALK.2® The chimeric NPM-ALK transcript, encoded
by the derivative chromosome 5, can be detected by
reverse transcriptase polymerase chain reaction
(RT-PCR) using NPM and ALK primers (Figure 1).
This allowed t(2;5) detection not only in nodal
ALCL2"-®' but also in some non-anaplastic or
CD30~ lymphomas.?®

The aim of our study was to assess whether the
t(2;5) is present in primary cutaneous lymphoprolif-
erations, especially in CD30* CLCL and in LP. Al-
though Lopategui et al®® reported two cases of
CD30™" CLCL with positive NPM-ALK amplification,
Kadin et al>® found no NPM-ALK transcript in a se-
ries of two CD30* CLCLs and two LPs. The absence
of t(2;5) in CD30* cutaneous lymphoproliferations
seemed to be confirmed by recent studies of four
cases of CD30*" CLCL®' and six cases of LP.32
These discrepancies led us to use a highly sensitive
nested RT-PCR assay for the detection of t(2;5) in
cutaneous biopsy specimens that might contain an
admixture of tumor cells and non-neoplastic cells.

Moreover, we have detected the expression of the
ALK-encoded p80 protein by immunohistochemistry
and have compared its results with a specific in situ
hybridization procedure to identify cells expressing
the NPM-ALK chimeric transcripts.

Materials and Methods

The 29 primary cutaneous lymphoproliferative disor-
ders were retrieved from the files of the Departments
of Pathology of the University Hospitals of Bordeaux,
Toulouse Purpan, Paris Necker, and Tours and from
the Bergonié Institute. According to Beljaards’s def-
inition for primary cutaneous lymphoma,® staging
procedures (physical examination, total and differ-
ential leukocyte count, chest radiograph, abdominal
scan, and bone marrow biopsy) confirmed the ab-
sence of initial extracutaneous involvement for at
least 6 months after diagnosis. No patient with CLCL
had a past record of LP. An exception to these rules
was made for one patient with cutaneous ALCL
(case 11), who had been cured of Hodgkin's disease
for 7 years, as previously reported.®®

A concordant histopathological diagnosis was
made by two independent pathologists (G. Delsol and
B. Vergier) on hematoxylin and eosin (H&E)-safran sec-
tions of fixed paraffin-embedded skin biopsies. A rep-
resentative snap-frozen skin biopsy was available. Im-
munohistochemistry was performed on fixed-tissue
sections for the detection of the following antigens:
CD3, CD20-L26, CD30-BerH2, and epithelial mem-
brane antigen (DAKO, Copenhagen, Denmark). Fro-
zen tissue sections were used to detect the following B-
or T-cell-associated antigens: CD3 (DAKO), CD4 (Bec-
ton Dickinson, San Jose, CA), CD8 (Becton Dickinson),
and CD22 (DAKO). The detection of p80 protein was
performed both on frozen and paraffin sections with the
primary antibody anti-p80,34%® kindly provided by
Nichirei Co. (Tokyo, Japan). Deparaffinized sections
were immersed in 500 ml of citrate buffer (0.01 mol/L)
and submitted to an antigen retrieval procedure with
either domestic microwave irradiation® or high-pres-
sure cooking for 3 minutes of pressurized time.3® The
anti-p80 antibody was used at a 1:50 dilution for 16
hours at 4°C. Controls included the omission of the
primary antibody and the use of nonspecific rabbit
serum. A three-stage streptavidin-peroxidase proce-
dure was performed with the LSAB kit (Dako, Trappes,
France), as previously described.®”

Gene Rearrangement Analysis

A study of immunoglobulin and T-cell receptor gene
rearrangement was performed using a PCR-based



strategy. The amplification of the third complemen-
tary determining region of the immunoglobulin heavy
chain gene was performed with primers Cal and
Ca2 and primers Cal and VLJH as previously de-
scribed.®®2° The study of the T-cell y-chain gene
configuration was performed using a recently de-
scribed system based on a multiplex PCR with GC-
clamp primers and denaturing gradient gel electro-
phoresis.'”

RT-PCR

RNA was extracted from a 500-um-thick section of
frozen material using Trizol reagent (GIBCO-BRL,
Gaithersburg, MD). The presence of amplifiable RNA
and the reverse transcription step were controlled by
the amplification of the ubiquitously expressed NPM
transcript using primers 5'NPM (5'-TCCCTT-
GGGGGCTTTGAAATAACACC-3') and 3'NPM (5'-
GCTACCACCTCCAGGGGCAGA-3'). Two primers,
5'NPM and 3'ALK (5'-CGAGGTGCGGAGCTTGCT-
CAGC-3’), were used for the standard PCR, and
two internal primers, 5'NPM,, (5'-CCAGTGGTCTT-
AAGGTTGAAG-3') and 3'ALK;, (5-TTGTACT-
CAGGGCTCTGCAGC-3'), were used for nested
PCR (Figure 1). Reverse transcription was performed
for 1 hour at 37°C with 2 ug of total RNA using
random hexamers and 400 U of Superscript Il RT
(GIBCO-BRL). The PCR was performed with 300 ng
of each primer and 1.5 U of Tag polymerase (Pro-
mega, Madison, WI) in an automated thermal cycler
(Hybaid, United Kingdom). A 5-minute denaturation
step at 94°C was followed by 35 cycles of 94°C for 1
minute, 65°C for 1 minute, 72°C for 2 minutes, and a
final extension at 72°C for 5 minutes. Nested PCR
was performed according to the same procedure
with 5 wl of the standard amplification product as
template. To avoid possible cross-contamination, the
main steps, ie, extraction, amplification, electro-
phoresis, and the nested procedure were performed
in different laboratories. PCR results were checked
by two independent experiments for each sample.
Negative controls included the amplification of the
reaction mixture with water as template and the
amplification of RNA samples without the reverse
transcription step. Positive controls included the
SU-DHL1 cell line (gift of Dr. M. Cleary, Stanford) and
a secondary cutaneous anaplastic lymphoma carry-
ing the t(2;5) translocation. To evaluate the sensitivity
of the NPM-ALK PCR assays, mixing experiments
of the SU-DHL1 cell line into reactive lymphocytes
were performed as previously described.®® NPM-
ALK products were detected at the dilution of 1
in 10° after the one-step PCR assay and 1 in 10°
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after nested amplification. PCR products of the stan-
dard PCR and nested PCR assays were subjected to
electrophoresis in a 2% agarose gel, transferred
onto nylon membranes, and thereafter hybridized
with  a NPM-ALK junction-specific oligoprobe
(5'-GCTCCTGGTGCTTCCGGCGGTACACTACTAA-
GTGCTCACT-3').

In Situ Hybridization

The detection of either the NPM transcripts or the
NPM-ALK transcripts was performed on frozen sec-
tions by in situ hybridization (ISH), as previously de-
scribed.*® Each probe was labeled with [a**P]dATP
using terminal transferase (Amersham, UK). Frozen
sections were fixed for 10 minutes in 1% paraformal-
dehyde, washed, and prehybridized in 4X standard
saline citrate (SSC) with 1% Denhardt. After acetyla-
tion and dehydration, hybridization was performed
with 0.2 ng of probe/slide for 15 hours at 42°C. After
several washings at high stringency, sections were
dehydrated and air dried. Sections were dipped in
liford (UK) K5 emulsion, exposed for 7 weeks at 4°C,
developed, fixed, and counterstained with Meyer’s
Hemalun. Controls for the specificity of in situ label-
ing were demonstrated by the absence of signal
observed with an unrelated oligonucleotide or by
omitting the specific oligonucleotide in the hybridiza-
tion cocktail.

Results

The expression of the NPM-ALK transcript encoded
by the t(2;5) was studied by RT-PCR in a series of 13
CD30" CLCLs, 6 CD30~ CLCLs, and 10 LPs from 29
patients. The main histopathological characteristics
of CD30* cutaneous lymphoproliferations are shown
in Table 1. The CD30™ CLCLs were classified into
anaplastic (n =9) or pleomorphic (n =4) CLCL, ac-
cording to Willemze's classification.*' A total of 10
CD30* CLCLs exhibited a T-cell phenotype and 3
did not express either T- or B-cell-associated anti-
gens. The 6 CD30~ CLCLs included 2 centroblastic
and 1 immunoblastic B cell lymphoma and 2 pleo-
morphic large cell and 1 lymphoblastic T-cell lym-
phoma (data not shown). The 10 LPs were classified
according to Willemze as type A (7 cases) or type B
(8 cases).*? The lymphoid infiltrate of all cases of
type A LP and 2 cases of type B LP had a predom-
inant T-cell phenotype, whereas B and T cells were
mixed in 1 case of type B LP. Immunogenotypic
study of CD30* CLCL and LP showed a clonal T-cell
receptor y-chain gene rearrangement in 7 anaplastic
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Table 1.

Cytomorphological Features, Pbenotype, and Genotype of the Cutaneous CD30" Lymphomas and

Lymphomatoid Papulosis: Comparison of the Results of RT-PCR, nested RT-PCR, p80 Immunostaining, and in

Situ Hybridization for the NPM/ALK Expression

PCR Nested p80 In situ
Cases Phenotype TCRy RT-PCR RT-PCR immunostaining hybridization
Large cell CD30* lymphoma
Anaplastic
1 T Clonal + + + ++
2 T Clonal + + - ++
3 T Clonal - + + +
4 T Clonal - + + +
5 Null Clonal - - - -
6 T ND - - - -
7 T ND - - - -
8 Null Clonal - - - -
9 T Clonal - - - —
Pleomorphic large cells
10 T Clonal - + + +
11 Null Clonal - - - -
12 T ND - - - -
13 T ND - - - -
Lymphomatoid papulosis
Type A
14 T Clonal - + + ND
15 T Polyclonal - + ND ND
16 T Clonal - - - -
17 T Polyclonal - - - _
18 T ND - - -
19 T ND - - - -
20 T Clonal - - - -
Type B
21 T Polyclonal - + + -
22 T Clonal - - - -
23 /B Clonal - - - -

TCR, T-cell receptor y-chain; ND, not done.

CD30™" CLCLs, 2 non-anaplastic CD30" CLCLs, and
5 LPs (Table 1).

These cases were studied for the presence of
NPM-ALK transcript by a standard RT-PCR assay
and after nested amplification. Results were ana-
lyzed after ethidium bromide staining of the electro-
phoresed PCR products (Figure 2A). First, the stan-

Standard

dard PCR assay allowed the detection of a 187-bp
NPM-ALK transcript in 2 out of 29 cases. The 2
t(2;5)-expressing cases were CD30" anaplastic
CLCLs. Second, the nested amplification of the first
PCR products provided a 138-bp NPM-ALK PCR
product for the 2 previously detected cases and for
6 additional ones that included 2 anaplastic CD30*
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Figure 2. RT-PCR analysis for the NPM-ALK 1(2;5) encoded transcript. Total RNA was extracted from five CD30" primary cutaneous lymphoprolif-
erations (1 to 5), one CD30" secondary cutaneous lymphoproliferation (6), and three LPs (7 to 9) and thereafier reverse transcribed. Amplification
by PCR was performed by either a standard or a nested PCR assay. PCR products were separated by electropboresis and viewed by ethidium bromide
staining (A). Southern blot was performed with the [o** PIAATP NPM/ALK fusion probe (B). With standard PCR assay, two cases of anaplastic CD30*
lymphoma were found to express the NPM-ALK chimeric transcript. Nested PCR assay allowed the detection of NPM-ALK transcript in five CD30*
primary cutaneous lymphomas and in three cases of LP.



CLCLs, 1 pleomorphic large cell CD30" CLCL, and
3 LPs (Figure 2A). A specific size-identical PCR
product was identified in all positive cases. Southern
blot hybridization of PCR products with the NPM-
ALK-specific probe did not detect any additional
cases by comparison with ethidium bromide visual-
ization (Figure 2B).

ISH with the NPM oligoprobe showed a labeling of
epithelial cells, leukocytes and lymphoma cells (Fig-
ure 3, A and C). Thereafter, results of ISH were
interpreted for cases with a positive NPM ISH, which
assessed good preservation of RNA for in situ label-
ing. A specific NPM-ALK transcript was observed
only in cases with positive RT-PCR amplification (Fig-
ure 3, D and F). No labeling was shown on epithelial
or inflammatory cells with the NPM-ALK-specific
probe (Figure 3B). A strong labeling of large tumor
cells was observed in two cases of anaplastic
CD30" CLCL, and a moderate labeling was ob-
served in three cases of CD30" anaplastic (two
cases) or pleomorphic (one case) CLCL as well as
on lymphoma cells of the secondary cutaneous
CD30* lymphoma used as positive control. In a
given lymphoma, NPM-ALK-positive tumor cells
were either of anaplastic or non-anaplastic morphol-
ogy. Moreover, NPM-ALK transcripts seemed to be
equally expressed by tumor cells of a definite lym-
phoma. Only one case of LP with positive NPM-ALK
amplification was studied by ISH, but no cell was
labeled by the NPM-ALK-specific probe (case 21).

Immunohistochemistry with the polyclonal anti-
p80 antibody showed concordant results on frozen
and paraffin sections with a diffuse cytoplasmic
staining (Table 1). The pressure cooking technique
allowed a more sensitive detection than the micro-
wave procedure. With the latter, only two cases of
t(2;5)-bearing CLCL were found to express p80. With
the former, a p80 immunoreactivity was observed on
lymphoma cells in four out of five t(2;5)-positive
CLCLs (Figure 3E) and on large atypical cells in two
out of two t(2;5)-positive LPs (Figure 3, G and H). In
one t(2;5)-positive CLCL (case 2), no p80 immuno-
reactivity was observed on frozen and paraffin sec-
tions although anaplastic cells were found to express
NPM-ALK transcripts by ISH. Although p80 immuno-
staining was restricted to tumor or atypical cells
among the lymphoid cells, p80 expression was not
restricted to NPM-ALK-expressing cells in compari-
son with ISH data (Figure 3, B and G). Indeed, a p80
immunoreactivity was observed both on frozen and
paraffin sections over keratinocytes, endothelial
cells, and some dendritic cells of the dermis (Figure
3G). Moreover, hair follicle cells and cells of the
eccrine sweat glands were labeled (data not shown).
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Comparison of Clinical Status and Evolution
of CD30™ Lymphoproliferations According
to t(2;5) Detection

Among the t(2;5)-positive CD30™ CLCLs, no patient
presented localized skin lesions, two had dissemi-
nated skin lesions, and three had secondary extra-
cutaneous extension (7 months to 3 years after the
initial diagnosis). On the other hand, five of the t(2;
5)-negative lymphomas presented localized lesions,
one had disseminated cutaneous lesions, and two
had a secondary extracutaneous involvement (6
months and 2 years after the initial diagnosis). The
patients with a CD30" CLCL were aged from 25 to
88 years, but the six patients with a t(2;5)-positive
lymphoma appeared to be younger (mean age, 45
years) than the nine with a t(2;5)-negative lymphoma
(mean age, 68 years; two-sample Wilcoxon rank
sum, P = 0.17). Lastly, three patients with CD30*
CLCL were infected by the human immunodefi-
ciency virus (cases 5, 9, and 13), but no t(2;5) was
detected among these cases.

All patients with LP have so far had a typical
clinical chronic benign evolution without the occur-
rence of a lymphoma, whatever the results of t(2;5)
detection. However, one t(2;5)-positive case (case
15) occurred in a 5-year-old child who initially pre-
sented an unusual single voluminous nodular cuta-
neous lesion. Thereafter, recurrent typical dissemi-
nated lesions of LP were observed in this patient.

Discussion

Cloning of the t(2;5) translocation has allowed the
amplification of the NPM-ALK chimeric transcript by
RT-PCR technique®® in CD30* systemic lymphomas,
with a detection rate ranging from 16 to 57.9%.27-3"
Therefore, we used a highly sensitive nested PCR
assay, analogous to that of Downing et al,?° to detect
t(2;5) in primary cutaneous lymphoproliferations for
which little information is known by conventional cy-
togenetics. With standard RT-PCR, we detected the
NPM-ALK chimeric transcript in only two cases of
CD30™* CLCL, and a nested PCR assay was neces-
sary to detect the NPM-ALK chimeric message in six
additional cases of both CD30* CLCL and LP. Our
report emphasizes the need for a nested PCR assay
to detect t(2;5)-bearing cells that are mixed with
reactive cells, as in skin specimens. Such a nested
PCR assay was not performed in series dealing with
the absence of t(2;5) in CLCL and LP.23:31:32
Moreover, our PCR data were confirmed by ISH
for the detection of NPM-ALK transcripts and immu-
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nohistochemical detection of p80 protein. ISH al-
lowed the specific identification of the t(2;5)-carrying
cells. Moreover, the NPM-ALK transcripts appeared
to be uniformly expressed by tumor cells within a
definite tumor and not by subsets of tumor cells or
bystander cells, in agreement with a recent ISH
study of systemic ALCL.“® The latter study was per-
formed using probes specific for 3' ALK-specific se-
quences that provide comparable data to p80 immu-
nohistochemical detection. Anti-p80 recognizes a
sequence of the putative kinase domain encoded by
ALK 343544 Apnormal NPM-ALK expression in t(2;
5)-positive lymphomas leads to p80 immunoreactiv-
ity, whereas ALK is not expressed by normal lym-
phocytes.26:30-3435 However, the detection of ALK
expression by ISH or immunohistochemistry is not as
specific for the t(2;5) as the detection of NPM-ALK
transcripts. Indeed, p80 immunoreactivity was ob-
served in one case of nodal ALCL with t(1;2)(g25;
p23) translocation.° We have observed a p80 im-
munoreactivity over epithelial, endothelial, and
dendritic cells that could correspond to a normal
ALK expression within these cells. ISH might distin-
guish cells expressing either ALK or NPM-ALK tran-
scripts. Moreover, two cases with typical cytogenetic
t(2;5) without NPM-ALK expression have been iden-
tified.2%*® In our series, one ALCL with t(2;5) was
labeled by ISH for NPM-ALK transcripts, but no p80
immunoreactivity was observed on frozen and par-
affin sections. These combined results may indicate
that cells carrying the t(2;5) may express neither
NPM-ALK transcripts nor protein in some instances.

Samples that were found to contain NPM-ALK
transcripts belonged to CD30* cutaneous lympho-
proliferations. The association of t(2;5) with CD30
expression may have biological significance, as in-
teractions between ALK-p80 and CD30 antigen have
been suggested by in vitro experiments.** CD30 ex-
pression in primary CLCL has been associated with
either a favorable outcome or with spontaneous re-
gression.?® This led to the new classification of
CLCL and to distinguishing CD30* CLCL from both
CD30~ CLCL and CD30™ systemic lymphoprolifera-
tions.*6~48  |Immunohistochemical differences be-
tween cutaneous and nodal CD30* lymphoma have
been pointed out, such as the lack of epithelial mem-
brane antigen expression in CD30* CLCL.484°
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These data suggest that cutaneous and nodal
CD30* lymphomas are biologically different. More-
over, the presence of the t(2;5) translocation de-
scribed in systemic CD30* lymphomas was not
found in cutaneous CD30™* lymphomas.233"32 Qur
study and the report of Lopategui®® indicate com-
mon molecular features between systemic and cuta-
neous anaplastic lymphomas. The prevalence of
t(2;5) translocation in CD30" lymphomas (42.8%) in
our series was close to that of nodal CD30* lympho-
mas.223° As for nodal CD30* lymphoma, the t(2;5)
was not specific for anaplastic morphology and was
also detected in pleomorphic CD30* CLCL. Interest-
ingly, all of our CLCLs with t(2;5) were of T cell
phenotype or genotype and four out of five ex-
pressed epithelial membrane antigen.'” No NPM-
ALK transcript was detected in B or T cell CD30™
CLCL.

These data call into question the absolute distinc-
tion between cutaneous and extracutaneous CD30*
lymphomas. The prognosis of CD30" CLCL may be
unfavorable, especially when skin lesions are dis-
seminated,®® and relapse with systemic involvement
may follow spontaneous initial regression.”” In our
series, patients with (2;5)-positive lymphomas
seemed to be younger than patients with t(2;5)-neg-
ative lymphomas, as for nodal CD30* lympho-
mas.3°3% They had frequent disseminated skin le-
sions or secondary extracutaneous extension.
Although the prognostic value of t(2;5) in CLCL re-
mains to be evaluated by prospective studies, the
t(2;5) may identify a subset of t(2;5)-positive CD30*
primary CLCLs with common molecular and clinical
features with t(2;5)-positive CD30* systemic lym-
phomas.

LP also belongs to the spectrum of primary cuta-
neous CD30™" lymphoproliferations, with similar clin-
ical, morphological, and immunophenotypical fea-
tures between its large atypical cells and those of
CD30* CLCL.” Moreover, large atypical CD30™" cells
are abundant in type A LP,*2 and the differential
diagnosis between skin lesions of LP and cutaneous
ALCL may be a difficult challenge in some instances.
The presence of #(2;5) in LP is an additional argu-
ment for a common pathogenesis between LP and
CD30* CLCL and cannot serve to distinguish the
two diseases. Although the presence in LP of a

Figure 3. ISH with specific NPM (A and C) and NPM-ALK (B, D, and F) oligoprobes. A: Note the intense labeling of keratinocytes and inflammatory
reactive cells with the NPM probe in a case of LP. HGE stain; magnification, X 250. B: No signal was observed with the NPM-ALK probe in accordance
with no amplification for NPM-ALK for this case. HEE stain; X250. C and D: Large tumor cells of CD30* lymphoma with positive NPM-ALK
amplification were labeled both by the NPM (C) and the NPM-ALK (D) probes. HEE stain; X 1000. E and F. Anaplastic cutaneous lymphoma cells
were stained for the p80 protein (F; X 400) and labeled for NPM-ALK transcripts (E; X 1000). G and H: LP with NPM-ALK amplification. Note the
immunostaining for p80 protein of keratinocytes, endothelial cells, and dendritic cells of the dermis (G; X 250). Atypical cells with polymorphic
convoluted nuclei were also labeled with a moderate cytoplasmic stain (G) better seen on bigher magnification (H; X 1000).
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clonal rearrangement of T-cell receptor genes can-
not predict the development of a secondary lympho-
ma,’® the clinical relevance of 1(2;5) detection for
monitoring patients with LP has to be evaluated in
large prospective series. In our series, no clonal
rearrangement of the T-cell receptor y-chain gene
was found in two cases with t(2;5)-positive LP. This
could be explained by a more sensitive detection of
clonal lymphoid population when a translocation
breakpoint can be amplified by PCR.

Therefore, NPM-ALK amplification by nested RT-
PCR may be an efficient tool for the monitoring of
diagnosis, staging, and follow-up of a subset of pa-
tients with primary cutaneous CD30* lymphoprolif-
erations. As in nodal ALCL, the search for a t(2;5)
would help to subdivide CD30* primary cutaneous
lymphomas into two groups at the time of initial pre-
sentation.
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