
correlation was found between the number of cigarettes and the
blood hydroxychloroquine concentrations (R2 = 0.09). Finally,
no more differences were observed between smokers and non-
smokers when the analyses were restricted to SLE patients.

Our results regarding blood hydroxychloroquine and
desethylchloroquine concentrations in 223 treated patients
did not show any significant relationship between cigarette
smoking and hydroxychloroquine or desethylchloroquine con-
centrations. This is a strong argument against a direct effect of
smoking on hydroxychloroquine metabolism. Another mechan-
ism of interaction (as a modification of the lysosomal
accumulation of antimalarial agents) or a direct deleterious
effect of smoking on cutaneous lesions seems more likely.
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