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ABSTRACT Human autoimmune diseases are thought to
develop through a complex combination of genetic and envi-
ronmental factors. Genome-wide linkage searches of autoim-
mune and inflammatory/immune disorders have identified a
large number of non-major histocompatibility complex loci
that collectively contribute to disease susceptibility. A com-
parison was made of the linkage results from 23 published
autoimmune or immune-mediated disease genome-wide scans.
Human diseases included multiple sclerosis, Crohn’s disease,
familial psoriasis, asthma, and type-I diabetes (IDDM). Ex-
perimental animal disease studies included murine experi-
mental autoimmune encephalomyelitis, rat inflammatory ar-
thritis, rat and murine IDDM, histamine sensitization, im-
munity to exogenous antigens, and murine lupus (systemic
lupus erythematosus; SLE). A majority (=65%) of the human
positive linkages map nonrandomly into 18 distinct clusters.
Overlapping of susceptibility loci occurs between different
human immune diseases and by comparing conserved regions
with experimental autoimmune/immune disease models. This
nonrandom clustering supports a hypothesis that, in some
cases, clinically distinct autoimmune diseases may be con-
trolled by a common set of susceptibility genes.

Autoimmune diseases are common chronic conditions that
involve immune attack of one or more organ systems and affect
approximately 5% of the population. The specific etiologies of
virtually all human autoimmune diseases are unknown, al-
though they are thought to arise through a complex combina-
tion of genetic and environmental factors. Several reviews of
autoimmunity and autoimmune diseases have recently been
published (1-3).

One of the central genetic factors recognized in autoimmune
diseases is the major histocompatibility complex (MHC).
Recently, MHC and non-MHC genetic loci have been identi-
fied through genome scanning methods in autoimmune or
inflammatory animal models and in human diseases. These
include multiple sclerosis (MS) (4-7), IDDM (8-10), Crohn’s
disease (CD) (11, 12), familial psoriasis (PS) (13, 14), asthma
(AS) (15), rat inflammatory arthritis (16), murine lupus (SLE)
(17, 18), and experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis
(EAE) (19, 20). Linkage results from genome scans for
autoimmune/immune disorders tend to have complex patterns
as compared with traditional linkage studies of monogenic
traits (21). Autoimmune genome-wide scans report a greater
number of linked loci (=5-20) of lower significance levels,
suggesting a complex genetic etiology.
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Guidelines for interpretation of genome scan results have
been described to provide standard criteria for reporting
linkage data (22). By these criteria, for monogenic Mendelian
traits, P values of less than 0.05 in a complete genome scan are
recognized as potentially significant with logarithm of odds
(lod) scores >1.0 and x? values >4.0 commonly reported. In
contrast, candidate loci from gene scans of complex diseases,
including autoimmune disease, are more speculative, with
frequent mapping of multiple loci, often covering wide phys-
ical distances (10—-40 cM).

Here we have compared the map location of all non-MHC
candidate loci from published studies of autoimmune diseases
by using suggestive, significant, and highly significant (22)
linkage estimations. These loci fall into 18 clusters, suggesting
a possible shared genetic basis among different autoimmune
diseases.

There are many common elements among clinically distinct
autoimmune diseases, including population frequencies (2),
geographical distributions (23), clinical features (24), and
therapeutic strategies. Most autoimmune diseases are thought
to involve altered functions of humoral or cellular immunity.
A sex ratio other than 1 in autoimmune disease is common,
with women representing ~75% of autoimmune patients (24).
Familial clustering of different autoimmune diseases (2, 25),
and coassociation of multiple autoimmune diseases in individ-
uals has been frequently reported. The occurrence of common
features of autoimmune diseases and the coassociation of
multiple autoimmune diseases in the same individual or family
supports the notion that there may be common genetic factors
that predispose to autoimmunity. Vyse and Todd (2) have
shown significant overlapping of susceptibility loci for auto-
immune diseases in mouse.

In this study, a comparison was made between 23 autoim-
mune or inflammatory genome-wide scans or linkage studies.
Human autoimmune diseases included MS (4-7), CD (11, 12),
PS (13, 14), AS (15), and human type-I diabetes (IDDM-H) (8,
10, 26, 27). Animal disease studies included EAE (19, 20), rat
inflammatory arthritis (16), rat IDDM (IDDM-R) (9), murine
IDDM (IDDM-M) (28, 29), Bordetella pertussis-induced his-
tamine sensitization (30), immunity to exogenous antigens
(31), and murine SLE (17, 18). As controls, seven nonauto-
immune human disease genome scans performed in a similar
manner were also included. These included human type II
diabetes (NIDDM) (32), schizophrenia (SZ) (33, 34), bipolar
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interval; SZ, schizophrenia; BP, bipolar; HT, hypertension; LP, leptin-
associated obesity; systemic lupus erythematosus.
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(BP) disorder (35, 36), leptin-associated obesity (37), and
hypertension (HT) (38).

There were marked differences between most of these
studies in experimental design, patient populations, sample
size, markers used, and calculations of results. However,
despite the use of different analytic approaches, these studies
come to similar conclusions; namely, that in almost all com-
mon autoimmune/inflammatory diseases there may be no
single genes exerting a predominate effect. Nonetheless, there
do appear to be multiple loci of less significance that are
candidates in the complex genetic etiology of these diseases.

METHODS

This study uses MS as a reference disease, because a recent
series of reports (4—7) demonstrated a large number of positive
loci, including data on markers of lower significance. Studies
were compared with MS studies in the following way:

(i) Significance minimums were established. Markers were
defined as a positive marker (PM) if the highest lod score for
that marker was >0.90, significance values (P values) were
<0.05, and/or x*> was >4.0.

(@) All human markers were placed on the University of
Southampton Location Database summary maps (39).

(iif) Contiguous intervals (cIs) for each locus in a study were
defined to approximate unavailable locus confidence intervals.
cls are defined as contiguous PMs, from the same study, which
were within approximately 12.75 cM of another PM from the
same study. The average intermarker distance of all human
autoimmune studies was 12.75 cM (range 7.5-20 cM).

(iv) An autoimmune cluster was defined as any two contig-
uous intervals from different human diseases that were within
approximately 12.75 cM of each other. A PM with no flanking
markers was considered an independent cI. One MS study (5)
published data as a continuous confidence interval. These data
were used as a cl. Individual clusters (Cl) are designated by
their chromosomal locations (i.e., Cl-1p, Cl-3p, etc.). Over-
lapping cls of the same disease or isolated individual PMs were
not sufficient to define an autoimmune cluster (except where
noted, Table 1). The remaining human markers (35%) that did
not tend to cluster (as defined here) with markers from other
autoimmune diseases are shown in Table 2. All data from the
short arm of human chromosome 6, including the MHC, was
ignored so as to minimize MHC effects.

Animal data were not used in defining a cluster or in the
calculation of statistical significance, although these data were
highlighted if it was found on conserved regions with a defined
human cluster (Fig. 1 and Table 1). Cross-species comparisons
were made in the following order: (i) USH—gmap locations of
human homologs of marker genes, (if) physical distance from
the centromere of the marker reported by (a) the author or (b)
found on the Whitehead mouse map: www-genome.wi.mit.
edu/cgi-bin/mouse/index. These locations were then com-
pared with the National Center for Biotechnology Information
mouse—human homology map at: www3.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/
Homology/, or (iif) the human homolog of candidate genes
identified by the author and found on USH-gmaps.

Significance of the clustering of human PMs was evaluated
by using two randomization tests. Method I: cI locations, from
human studies, were randomly positioned on either a 12.75, 10,
5, or 1 ¢cM grid covering the human genome, minus chromo-
some 6p (3,163 cM). After each repositioning, the number of
independent cIs was determined. A cI was independent if it was
not within the designated distance (12.75, 10, 5, 1 ¢cM) of a cI
for a different autoimmune disease. MS markers were fixed in
the randomization test because the test was based on inde-
pendently repositioning cIs and the large number of PMs made
it difficult to determine which markers identified independent
regions. Holding markers for one disease fixed did not inter-
fere with the validity of the randomization test. This test was
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repeated 10,000 times. The statistical significance level was the
number of replications resulting in a number of independent
cIs no greater than that observed in the true data. The
randomization probability (adjusted P value) that the smallest
of the four significance levels was no greater than that in the
data (0.043) was computed based on 10,000 replications. This
value (0.08) represents the overall significance level adjusted
for the four grid sizes used.

Method II: We repeated these analyses after merging cls
from different studies of the same disease that were within
12.75 cM. We also performed the randomization test including
the MS loci in the repositioning procedure. Results of these
sensitivity analyses gave smaller statistical significance levels
for autoimmune diseases than those cited above (Table 3).

A few PMs are included in clusters (Table 1) that fail to
strictly satisfy the 12.75 ¢cM cluster definition; these are noted
and not used for statistical significance.

RESULTS

Fig. 1 shows 18 clusters of autoimmune loci. Clusters defined
within a 12.75-cM interval included those on chromosomes 1p,
7p, and two regions on 7q, 10q, 11p, 12p, and Xp. Other
clusters of PMs occur over broader intervals and contain
multiple markers for individual diseases on chromosomes 3p,
4q, 7pq, 11q, 12q, 16q, 17p, 17q, and 19q. Analysis of PMs for
five nonautoimmune human diseases did not significantly
overlap within the clusters defined for autoimmune disease
(Fig. 1 and Tables 3 and 4). These clusters were also compared
with cDNAs mapped on the human transcript map (40) and did
not tend to be associated with regions of high gene density (not
shown).

As shown in Table 1, MS and CD linkages were both
reported at Cl-1p using the same marker (D1S236). This
chromosomal region is conserved with the mouse locus eae3
(20), as well as Idd10 (41). Similarly, the cluster on chromo-
some 3p (Cl-3p) (Table 1) contains a region with an MS
reported lod score of approximately 1.0 between markers
D3S1289 and D3S1261. This interval of 23 ¢cM also contains
two markers linked to CD/UC, D3S1573 and D3S1076, and
the human homolog of a marker gene for rat arthritis, ACAA.
The autoimmune cluster on chromosome 7p (Cl-7p) has PMs
from MS, AS, and CD found within an 11-cM interval. Finally,
the cluster on chromosome 4q (CL-4q) contains PMs for PS,
AS, and MS within an interval of 19 ¢cM. Identical markers
were found in all three diseases.

Overall, comparative analysis identified 18 clusters of can-
didate loci. In 14 cases (Table 1, boldface type), identical
markers were assigned for autoimmune diseases by indepen-
dent groups in the following clusters: Cl-1p, Cl-3p, Cl-4q,
Cl-7p, Cl-7g-a, Cl-11p, CI-12p, CI-17p, ClI-17q, and Xp. There
does not appear to be a coassociation of markers from any
particular disease with any other (i.e., IDDM with MS).

Clusters were analyzed for statistical significance on a
chromosomal grid by using two different randomization tests.
Clustering was shown to be statistically significant by using
both tests with either 10, 5, or 1 cM grids (Table 3). Clustering
of nonautoimmune control markers did not reach statistical
significance.

Once clusters were defined, nine human autoimmune stud-
ies and seven nonautoimmune studies were compared for the
percentage of total PMs, from a given study, that are contained
within the defined autoimmune clusters. Table 4 shows that a
large majority of PMs from complete human autoimmune
studies are clustered with other autoimmune diseases, whereas
only 5.0% of the markers from nonautoimmune studies fall
within the autoimmune clusters.

The 18 clusters defined here contain a large number of genes
of known and unknown function. The interval defining CI-19q
(D19S49-D19S246), covering approximately 24 cM, contains
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Table 1. Clustering of autoimmune loci
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Chrom/ Ex P cM- Chrom/ Ex P cM-
Cl Marker Sp C Dis Ch.reg  value lod/y* phym Ref. CI Marker Sp C Dis Chreg value lod/x*> phym Ref.
Clip 1 D1S236 H* MS 1p21.3 na ~14 10501  (5) Cl-12p 12 PRH1 M b EAE 12p1312 na  X*=4.17 13305 (19)
1 D1S236 H* ©D 1p21.3  0.0006 na 10501  (11) 12 PRH1 M bHR  12p1312 na  X%=466 13305 (30)
12 PRH1 M bIDDM 12p1342  na X2=97 13305  (28)
Ck3p 3 ACAA R 1A 3p22 na 3.0 na (16) 12 D12S358 H * b MS  12pi13.1 na ~1.0 1651  (5)
3D3%1573 H * CDUC 3p21.2 000021 269 615 (12 12 D12862 H * bMS  12p123 na ~1.0 20104  (5)
30351289 H * MS 3p21.2 na -2 620 () 12 (D6Mits8/60) M b IDDM 12p12-13  na  X?=101.3 na (29)
3DS31076 H * CDUC 3p21.2 00027 169  64.827 (12)
3D3S1285 H * MS 3p14.1 na ~10 8109 (8 Cl12q 12 D12S83 H * CDMUC 12q21.1 27E-07 547 8204 (12
3D3s1261 H *  MS 3p13 na 099 8535 (4) 12 D12543 H *  CDAUC 129212 00011 203 85282 (12)
3Dp3s1261 H *  MS 3p13 na ~-10 8535 (5) 12 D12592 H * CDUC 120212 0.000021 459  86.044 (12)
12 D1281052 H * MS  12q21.2 002 148 86092  (6)
Cl4q 4 D4S1554 H * PS 4934.1 na 164 184228 (13) 12 D12595 H *  CDUC 12921.33  0.019 na 93899 (12)
4 D4S2920 H * PS 4q34.1 ~0.02 01 186616 (13) 12 D126101  H * MS  12q21.33 001 1.05 97.6 ®
4 D451535 H * PS 49343 00026 303 19251 (13) 12 PAH H* MS 12q24 0007 156 109125 ()
4 D4S408  H *  PS 4935.1 0.04 258 193489 (13)
4 DAS1540 H * AS 4q35.1 <0.05 na 19816 (15) Ci-13q13 D13S170 H * AS 139311 <0.05 na 8498  (15)
4 DAS1540 H * PS 4q35.1 ~0.005 276  198.16 (13) 13 D135122  H * IDDM  13q322 na 1.2 94.6 (8)
4 DAS1540 H * MS 4q35.1 na ~1.0 19816  (5) 13 D135158  H * IDDM  13q323 na 24 10078 (8
4 D4S17T1 H * AS 49352 <0.05 na 200742 (15) 13 D13S285 H * MS 13934 0.01 087 113569 (6)
4 D4S171 H* PS 4g35.2 <0.01 115 200742 (13)
4 Das426 H * MS 4935.2 na ~14 20126 (8) Cl-16q 16 D16S409 H * CD 16913 0.0004 na 6225 (1)
4 D4S426  H * A8 49352  <0.0005 na 20126 (15) 16 D16S419 H * CD 16q13  0.0014 na 6361  (11)
4 D4S2921 H * PS 49352  ~0.015 182 201.607 (13) 16 D16S415 H * IDDM  16qi3 na 14 64.5 ®
4 D4s1652 H * PS 435.2 na 278 202993 (13) 16 D165408 H * CD 16g21  0.0012 na 65.00  (11)
16 D16S514 H * CD 16921 0.0471 na 69.05  (11)
Cl7p 7 D7S513 H * MS 7p15.2 na -10 1674 (5) 16 D16S503 H * CD  16q22.1  0.0082 na 71674 (11)
7 D7S493 H *  MS 7p15.2 na ~16 2461 (5 16 D168421  H * AS 16q22.1  <0.05 na 73739 (15)
7 NPY R IDDM  7p15.2 na 861 2523  (9) 16 D16S515  H *  AS 16922.1  <0.05 na 80.91  (15)
7 NPY ] IA 7p15.2 na ~36 2523 (16) 16 (DBMit12) M EAE 1622 na  X.=417 na (19)
7 D752250 H * AS 7p152 <0005  na 2685  (15) 16 D16S516  H *  AS 169241 <0.05 na 92606  (15)
7 D7S484 H * MS 7p15.2 na -0 2742 (5) 16 D16S289 H *  AS 16g24.1  <0.0005  na 9406  (15)
7 D7S484 H *  CDUC 7p152 0.003 na 2712 (12) 16 D16S507 H *  AS 16924.1  <0.005 na 9448  (15)
7 D7S484 H * AS 7p152  <0.0005  na 2712 (15) 16 D16S505 H *  AS 169242 <0.05 na 95808 (15)
7 D7S528 H * AS 7p15.2 <0.05 na 28167 (15)
Cl-17p 17 D178926 H * IDDM 17p13.3 na 1.1 0.378 (8)
Cl-7pq 7 GCK H * IDDM  7p12.3 0.034 na 50236 (26) 17 D178518 H * MS  17p133 na ~1.0 6134  (5)
7 D7S519 H * CDUC 7pit12 000013 na 60808 (12) 17 D178513 H *  IDDM  17p13.3 na 15 6134 (8
7 D7S489 H *  MS 7911.21 0.02 114 68.904  (8) 17 D175786 H * MS  17p13A na -12 1189  (5)
7 D7S669 H * CDMUC 7qi121 0000082 269 716 (12 17 D17S799  H * MS  17pt1.2 na ~12 17357 (5)
7 (DSMit101) M SLE  7p12-g21 na  X=120 na (17) 17 D178953 H * MS  17p11.2 na -15 1837  (5)
7 D7S524 H * CDUC 7q1123 000085 na 79728 (12) 17 NF1 H* MS  17q112 na ~15 3073 (5
17 D178798 H * MS  17qt1.2 na ~15 3266  (5)
Cl7qa 7 (D5MIT43) M H  7921.3-22.1 0.0067 221 na 31
7 (DSMIT43) M IDDM 7¢21.3-221  na X=44  na (28)  Cl-17q 17 HOX2B H* MS  17q21.2 na ~1.0 4286 (5
7 D7S527 H * CDUC T7q22.1 0.008 na 10426 (12) 17 GFAP M IDDM 1762131 na X2=85 48.049  (28)
7 D7S554  H *  MS 7922.1 0.0001 286 10526  (6) 17 PRKCA R 1A 17q22 na ~25 56985 (16)
17 D178942 H * MS 17q22 na ~20 5721  (8)
Cl7gb 7 D78523 H * MS 7931.31 0.001 141 127224 (B) 17 D178795  H * MS 17231 na ~10 62696 (5)
7 CFTR H * IDDM  7¢31.31 na 17 128078 (8) 17 D17S795  H * PS 17231 0039 124 62696 (13)
17 D17S785 H * PS 17q24.3 na 242 75081 (14)
Cl10g 10 D10S217 H * IDDM  10926.3 na 18 138615 (8) 17 D17S802 H * PS 17925.1 na 477 76647  (14)
10 D10S212 H * Ms 10g26.3 na 097 14372 (4) 17 D17S784  H * PS 17925.3 na 533 83466 (14)
17 TIMP2 R 1A 17925.3 na -45 84316  (16)
Cki1p 11 D11S96 H * AS 11p15 <0.005 na na (15 17 D178928 H * PS 17925.3 na 226 90531 (14)
11 D11S922 H *  MS 11p15.5 0.02 113 0258  (6)
11 D11S922 H *  IDDM  11pi5s5 na 1.0 0258 (8 Cl-19q 19 D19S49 H * IDDM  19qi1 na 10 313684 (8)
11 THANS H * IDDM  11p155 na 2.1 1401 (8) 19 D19S75 H* MS 19q12 na ~1.0 34797 (5)
19 D19S219  H * MS 1991331 0005  1.13 4958 ()
Cl-i1g 11D11S903 H * IDDM  11pi1.2 na 218 4635 (10 19 APOC2 H * MS 199132 004 147 49589  (6)
11D11S1313 H *  IDDM  11p1i.n na 346 5792 (10 19 CALM3 R 1A 19q13.3 na 5 54207  (16)
11 FCER1B  H * AS 11121 <0.00005 na  62.676 (15) 19 D19S246  H * MS  19q13.3 na ~15 55209  (5)
11 PYGM H * IDDM  11g122 na 20 6479 (10 19 NGFg M SLE  19q13.3 na  X%=106 na (17
11D11S987 H * IDDM  11qi3.1 na 256 7102 (10 19 (D7Mit69) M SLE  19913.3 na  X=119  na (18)
11 D11S480 H * IDDM  11Q131  <0.0001 275 72233 (8)
11 FGF3 H * IDDM  11q13.1 na 259 7272 (0 Cl-Xp X DXS991 H * IDDM  Xpit.1 na 32 6168 (8)
11 FgF3 H * alDDM  11913.1  <0.0001 34 7272  (8) X DXS991 H* MS Xp11.1 na -12 6168 (5
11 FgF3 H * alDDM  11g13.1 00043 1.096 7272  (27) X AR H * IDDM  Xpit1.1 na 12 62132 (8)
11 (D7Mit37) M EAE 11913 na  Xé=11.95 na (19)
11 D11S1314 H * a IDDM 119135 na ~20 8796 (8
11D118916  H * IDDM 119141 na 238 9081  (10)
1101181321 H *  IDDM  11q14.12 na 237 9492 (10
11D11S911  H *  IDDM 119143 na 201 9989 (10
11 D11S2000 H * MS 11q14.3 na 138 1001 (4)
11D11S937 H * IDDM  11q14.3 na 204 10003 (10
11 D11S901 H *  AS 11921 <0.01 na  ~1023 (15)

Cl, Cluster; Chrom/Marker, human chromosome, marker or marker gene. Homologs of mouse or rat marker genes were used for cross-species
comparisons. In some cases, the centiMorgan distance from the rodent centromere was used for homology comparisons to human gene maps.
Rodent markers (in parentheses). Markers in bold are identical markers used in separate studies; Sp, Species; C, used for statistical significance;
Ex, Exceptions to contiguous interval and cluster definition Dis, disecase; MS, multiple sclerosis; CD, Crohn disease; CD/UC, Crohn
disease/ulcerative colitis; EAE, experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis; IA, inflammatory arthritis; PS, psoriasis; IDDM, insulin-dependent
diabetes melitis; AS; asthma; HR, B. pertussis-induced histamine sensitization; HI, humoral immunity; SLE; systemic lupus erythematosus. Ch.reg.,
cytogenetic band; LDB-gmaps; na, not available; lod or x? lod scores or x* cM-phym, distance from the top of the human chromosome in
centimorgans; LDB—-gmaps, na, in cross-species comparisons.

at least 75 known genes (39) and 155 unknown transcripts (40).
Genes in defined clusters that have previously been linked to

autoimmune disease include: COL7A1 (42), IGER (43), SSA1
(44), CINH (45), CD4 (46), C1R (47), ITGB3 (48), BAX (49),
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Table 2. Nonclustered autoimmune loci

Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci. USA 95 (1998)

Chrom/ P lod/ cM-
Marker C Dis Chureg value X2 phym  Ref.
1 D1S199 * MS  1p36.12 na ~1.0 2253 (5
D1S201 * MS 1p34.3 na 0.95 39.11  (4)
D1S191 * IDDM  1g25.2 na 1.86 194.31 (10
D1S412 * IDDM  1g25.3 na 1.95 20125  (10)
2 D2S131 * MS 2p24.3 na 1.71 18.875 (6)
D25119 * MS 2p16.3 na 1.24 57.27  (4)
D2S123 * MS 2p16.1 na 0.93 62.903  (6)
D25139 * MS 2p11.1 na ~1.3 94.164  (5)
D25142 * cD 2q232  0.002 na 154.97  (12)
D2S326 * IDDM  2q24.3 na 1.2 173.019  (8)
3 D3S1303 * IDDM  3g21.1 na 1.9 137.01  (8)
D3S1309 * MS 3q22.2 na 1.01 151.93  (6)
D3S1744 * MS 3q24 0.01 1.0 16113 (6)
4 DA4S413 * MS 4q28.3 0.03 0.43 147.94  (6)
D4S1604 * IDDM  4q28.3 na 1.91 14428  (10)
D4S1566 * MS 4q31.1 0.04 0.81 1512 (8)
5 D55406 * MS  5p15.31 na 4.24 9.463  (4)
D5S416 * MS 5p15.2 na 3.4 14053  (7)
D5S2022 " MS 5p11 na ~2.2 506 (7)
D5S8407 * MS 5p11 na ~1.0 51.764  (5)
D5S815 * MS 5q14.3 na 1.14 92.086  (6)
6 D6S310 * IDDM  623.1 na 1.0 142.622 (8)
ESR * IDDM  6q24.2 na 1.8 154.68 (8)
D6S441 * IDDM  6q24.3 na 1.5 158.36  (8)
D6S290 * IDDM  6q24.3 na 1 157.74  (8)
D6S264 * IDDM  6g27 na 1.2 177.084 (8)
7 D7S531 * IDDM  7p22.3 0.013 na 033  (26)
8 D8S264 * IDDM  8p23.3 na 2.25 1.079  (10)
D8S262 * IDDM  8p23.3 na 1.73 133 (19
D8s277 * IDDM  8p23.2 na 2.54 3.795 (10

Chrom/ P lod/ cM-

Marker C Dis Chuareg value x> phym  Ref.

8 D8S257 * IDDM  8q22.2 na 1.2 105.488 (8)
D85588 * IDDM 8q22.1 na 12 106.72 (8)
D8S556 * IDDM 8q23.3 na 26 12066 (8)

9 D9S162 * MS 9p22.2 na 1.24 17.035  (6)
D9S171 * MS 9p21.3 na 1.01 20.657 (6)
D9S66 * Ms 9931.3 na 113 140.589 (6)

10 D10S582 * IDDM 10p13 na 2,03 19422  (10)
D10S197  * IDDM 10p12.33 na 1.0 2033 (8)
D105193 * IDDM  10p12.32 na 1.9 23.51 8
D108220 * IDDM  10g11.21 na 1.3 49.061 (8}
D105464 Y MS 10g21.3 0.02 1.39 65.77 (6)

12 D12S368 * CDMUC 12g13.13 0.00005 3.29 58.59 (12)

D12S392 * MS  12q24.33  0.02 1.71 142.47  (8)
13D13S153  * AS 139143 <0.001 na 55542 (15)
D13S262  * AS 13q14.3  <0.05 na 55.73  (15)
D135270  * AS 139143  <0.005 na 56.562 (15)
D13S122  * IDDM  13q32.2 na 12 946  (8)
D13S158  * IDDM  13q32.3 na 2.4 10078  (8)
14 D14S70 * IDDM  14q12 na 13 3029  (8)
D145292  * MS  14q32.33 na ~15 10515 (5)
15D158128  * CDUC 15q11.2  0.03 na 19.309 (12)
D15$107 * IDDM  15q26.3 0.0003 2.54 10564 (27)
16D165748  * MS 16p132 001 175 7.08 ()

D165287 * MS
18 D18566 * MS

16p13.13  0.03 1.09 15.31 6)
18g12.1 0.005 0.93 35.43 6)

D18564 * IDDM  18q21.3 na 1.5 61.13 8)
22 CYP2D * MS 22q13.1 na ~1.8 40.851  (5)
X DX5999 * IDDM Xp22.2 na 1.9 17.705  (8)

DXS1068 * MS Xp11.4 na 1.85 38.814 (4

DX81059 * MS Xq22.3 na ~1.0 11259  (5)

See Table 1 legend for key to abbreviations.

SNRP70 (50), TIMP2 (51), LIG1 (52), and CLC1 (53). CD4,
found in Cl-12p, encodes the type I membrane glycoprotein
that defines the helper/inducer subset of T cells. The CD4
gene has been associated with SLE (54), as well as type I
diabetes (55).

Of interest, five clusters of autoimmune loci contain linkages
or associations to susceptibility/resistance to infectious dis-
eases. Cl-3p contains the candidate gene CMKBRS. A 32 bp
deletion in this chemokine receptor has been associated with
resistance to HIV (56). The chromosomal region of Cl-19q13
has been associated with resistance/susceptibility to picorna-
viruses including polio (57), ECHO-11 (58), and Coxsackie-B3
(59). This region, 19q13, is also conserved in mouse with the
Hsv2 locus on mouse chromosome 7, which is associated with
mouse hepatitis virus (60). Clusters 7pq, 12p, 11q, and 19q, as
well as the nonclustered MS locus 5pl5, are conserved in
rodents to regions linked to resistance to Leishmania major
(61).

DISCUSSION

A genetic component to autoimmune susceptibility has been
clearly shown by twin and adoption studies, and by increased
risk to siblings (2). A number of non-MHC genetic loci in
autoimmune diseases have recently been mapped. As de-
scribed here, a majority (65%) of these PMs appear to cluster
nonrandomly into 18 groups. This clustering occurs within
different human autoimmune diseases, as well as across species
with experimental autoimmune/inflammatory disease mod-
els. In some cases, this coincidence of disease markers occurs
at the same marker, or within 12.75 ¢cM, whereas in others it
is over a broader interval with multiple significant markers for
the same disease.

Based on our results, the observed clustering of autoimmune
loci occurring by random chance is statistically unlikely. Sim-
ilar statistical findings have been reported in autoimmune
animal models (2, 31). The clustering of loci in both experi-
mental animal models and human disease may suggest a
common gene, or multiple genes within an interval, influenc-
ing autoimmune disease susceptibility. Furthermore, we rec-
ognize that multiple genes in an interval may (i.e., the MTT
gene cluster -16q) or may not be functionally related.

The overlapping of autoimmune loci was recently described
in animal model systems (2, 16, 31, 61). Although mouse/
human chromosome homologies and genetic maps are not
uniformly comparable, at least nine human clusters seem to
share conserved genetic locations with animal autoimmune
loci: CI-3p, Cl-7p, Cl-7qa, Cl-11q, Cl-12p, CI-16q, Cl-17q, and
Cl-19q.

The Cia3 locus in rat inflammatory arthritis (16) contains a
number of candidate genes whose human homologs map to
Cl-12p, including CD4, CD27, and CD69. This cluster is linked
to human MS and in rodent systems for EAE, B. pertussis-
induced histamine sensitization, and IDDM. Cia3 also appears
to overlap with the rat locus IDDM1/Lyp as defined in BB rats
(9, 16). This locus, which contains the marker gene NPY, has
been associated with lymphopenia, diabetes (9), and autoim-
mune thyroiditis (62). The human equivalent of NPY maps to
Cl-7p, which contains markers linked to MS, CD, and AS
(Table 1).

A characteristic of autoimmune loci from model systems is
that specific autoimmune traits are linked to different loci and
may be additive, resulting in a compound phenotype in a given
autoimmune disease. In mouse lupus, the loci Lbw 1,7,8 are
associated with antichromatin antibody production; Lbw 3,4,5
with mortality; and Sbw 1,2 with splenomegaly (17). Animal
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Clustering of autoimmune candidate loci. Positions of PMs for autoimmune diseases that fall into clusters are to the right of each

chromosome relative to their cytogenetic location found in Table 1. Solid bar, human autoimmune disease PMs; circle or circle/bar, animal disease
models; Human nonautoimmune diseases are to the left of each chromosome and are denoted by triangles. MS, multiple sclerosis; CD, Crohn
disease; EAE, experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis; IA, rat inflammatory arthritis; PS, familial psoriasis; AS, asthma; IDDM, insulin-
dependent diabetes (type I) (IDDM-H, human; IDDM-M, mouse; IDDM-R, rat); HR, B. pertussis-induced histamine sensitization; SLE, murine
lupus; HI, humoral immunity; SZ, schizophrenia; NIDDM, non-insulin-dependent diabetes (type II); BP, bipolar disorder; LP, leptin-associated

obesity; and HT, hypertension.

autoimmune loci clustering with human disease loci suggests
that this pattern could occur in human disease as well.

Particularly intriguing are reports of resistance/susceptibil-
ity to infectious diseases that map within autoimmune clusters:
Leishmania resistance (61) (Cl-7pq, 12p, 11q, 19q); suscepti-
bility to picornaviruses, including polio and coxsackie virus
(57, 59) (CI-19q), and HIV resistance (56) (Cl-3p). An asso-
ciation of picornavirus has been described in EAE (63), as well
as coxsackie virus for IDDM (64) and autoimmune myocar-
ditis (65).

A number of autoimmune candidate loci from different
diseases did not fall into identifiable clusters (Table 2). These
singleton loci may be independent loci; may contribute to
disease specific susceptibility, tissue or organ tropism; or may
be false positives. They may also group with other loci under
different definitions of a cluster.

This clustering of autoimmune candidate loci into 18 groups
from multiple autoimmune diseases and model systems sug-
gests: (i) that there may be a related genetic background

Table 3. Statistical significance of Al cl clustering
Adjusted
Method 1275cM 10cM 5cM 1 cM P value
I Autoimmune cl 0.21 0.049  0.048 0.043 0.08
Control cl 0.23 0.46 0.76  0.76 0.30
II Autoimmune cl 0.074 0.034 0.014 0.0086 0.021

contributing to the susceptibility of clinically distinct autoim-
mune/inflammatory diseases; (if) that it may be likely that the
genes found at these clusters are involved in primary or

Table 4. Percentage of human positive markers in
autoimmune clusters

Positive markers in
clusters/total positive

Disease markers % in clusters  Ref.
Autoimmune
MS 18/24 75.0 5
MS 3/8 37.5 4
MS 9/21 43.0 6
CD 6/6 100 11
CD 10/13 76.9 12
PS 9/9 100 13
PS 4/4 100 14
AS 16/19 84.2 15
IDDM 15/32 46.8 8
Control
NIDDM 3/22 13.6 32
BP 0/3 0 35
Sz 0/5 0 33
Sz 0/5 0 34
HT 0/20 0 38
BP 0/1 0 36
LP 0/4 0 37
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secondary regulation of the immune system; (iif) that other
diseases thought to have an autoimmune component (i.e.,
narcolepsy) may be compared with the genetic loci of more
defined autoimmune diseases; and (iv) that shared genes
among distinct diseases may lead to common early diagnostic
criteria and therapeutic strategies.
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