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rRNA genes of Caulobacter crescentus CB13 were isolated and shown to be present in two gene clusters in the
genome. The organization of each rRNA gene cluster was found to be 5'-16S-tRNA spacer-23S-5S-3'. The DNA
sequence of 40% of the 16S rRNA gene, the entire 165/23S intergenic spacer region, and portions of the 23S
rRNA gene were determined. Analysis of the nucleotide sequence in the 16S-23S intergenic spacer region
revealed the presence of tRNA™ and tRNAA' genes. Large invert repeat sequences were found surrounding the
16S rRNA gene. These inverted repeat sequences are analogous to the RNase III-processing sites in the E. coli
rRNA precursor. Small invert repeat sequences were also found flanking the individual tRNA genes. RNA
polymerase-binding studies with restriction fragments of the rRNA gene cluster revealed three regions which
bound enzyme, and these regions were shown to contain transcription initiation sites. One of these sites was
located within the 16S gene near its 3’ end, and the other two were found at the 5’ end of the 23S gene.

Caulobacter crescentus is a gram-negative eubacterium
that undergoes a series of obligate differentiation events (13).
During each cell cycle a motile swarmer cell differentiates
into a sessile stalked cell. The stalked cell begins to elongate,
and at a precise time in the cell cycle a flagellum and pili are
assembled at the pole opposite the stalk. The cell then
divides, yielding the stalked cell and a motile swarmer cell.
Specific biochemical events, such as DNA replication and
flagellin synthesis, are confined to certain cell types. A study
was initiated to isolate and characterize rRNA genes in C.
crescentus. The rRNA genes have been most extensively
studied in Escherichia coli, in which they have been shown
to be organized in operons, each of which is transcribed in
the order 5'-16S-23S-5S-3’ (27, 29). The transcription of this
polycistronic message appears to be influenced by the rate of
growth in E. coli (19, 29). C. crescentus provides an excel-
lent system in which to study the regulation of rRNA and
tRNA gene expression because (i) there appear to be only
two rRNA gene clusters per chromosome (30; this paper)
and (ii) it has a defined cell cycle with biochemically distinct
cell types (13).

We report here the isolation of the C. crescentus CB13
rRNA genes and show that they reside in only two rRNA
gene clusters. The nucleotide sequence of 40% of the 16S
gene, the region 5’ to the start of the gene, and portions of
the 23S gene have also been determined. In addition, the
spacer region between the 16S and 23S genes was sequenced
and found to encode tRNA!® and tRNAA"2, Examination of
the nucleotide sequence revealed the presence of potential
RNase IIl-processing sites flanking the 16S rRNA gene.
Furthermore, transcription initiation sites were detected
within the cloned rRNA gene cluster by RNA polymerase
binding assays and in vitro transcription.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Bacterial strains. C. crescentus CB13 was grown at 30°C in
either PYE (peptone-yeast extract) broth (32) or in minimal
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broth (PIPES [piperazine-N,N'-bis(2-ethanesulfonic acid)])
with 0.2% glucose as a carbon source (11).

Restriction erizyme digestion of DNA and DNA sequencing.
Restriction digests were carried out under conditions de-
scribed by Davis et al. (12). Supercoiled plasmid DNA (2 to
3 U/pg; Boehringer Mannheim), 1 U of restriction enzyme
per ug of A DNA, and 5 to 10 U of restriction enzyme per pg
of chromosomal DNA were used. DNA was sequenced by
the method of Maxam and Gilbert (26), with the following
modification. For the G+ A reaction, 25 p.l of formic acid was
used for 4 min, and the reaction was stopped with the
hydrazine stop buffer and continued as for the other re-
actions.

Isolation of rRNA. C. crescentus CB13 was grown in 100
ml of either PYE or PIPES medium to an optical density at
660 nm of 0.4 to 0.75. The cells were collected by centrifuga-
tion and suspended in 3 ml of 25% sucrose (10 mM Tris-
hydrochloride, pH 8). To this suspension, 0.3 ml of 10 mg of
lysozyme per ml (0.25 M Tris-hydrochloride, pH 8) and 0.3
ml of 0.05 M EDTA (pH 8) were added and incubated on ice
for 5 min. The cell suspension was then mixed with 0.3 ml of
7.5% Brij 35 in 10 mM Tris-hydrochloride (pH 7.2), 0.3 ml of
100 mM MgCl,, 0.3 ml of 2% sodium deoxycholate in 100
mM Tris-hydrochloride (pH 8), and 0.06 ml of DNase I (5
mg/ml) and incubated for 10 min on ice. After this, 60 ul of
diethylpyrocarbonate was added, and the disrupted cells
were removed by centrifugation. The supernatant was col-
lected and centrifuged in a type 40 rotor (Beckman Instru-
ments) at 38,000 rpm for 2.5 h to pellet the ribosomes. The
ribosomal pellet was suspended in 20 mM sodium acetate
(pH 5.5)-0.5% sodium dodecyl sulfate-1 mM EDTA and
then extracted twice with phenol at 65°C for 10 min (1). The
rRNA was then precipitated with three volumes of cold
100% ethanol and 0.3 M sodium acetate. After the pellet was
dried under vacuum, the rRNA was suspended in water and
labeled with [-y-”P]ATP as described by Maxam and Gilbert
(26). 32P-labeled 23S and 16S rRNA were separated on a
preparative 2% acrylamide-0.5% agarose gel prepared and
run as described by Peacock and Dingman (31). Labeled 5S
and 4S RNA were separated on 6% acrylamide gels. The gels
were exposed to Kodak X-Omat filmi to identify the RNA
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bands. Each RNA band was then cut out of the gel and
eluted into 20 mM sodium acetate (pH 5.2)-1 mM EDTA for
18 to 25 h at room temperature. The eluted RNA samples
were then extracted twice with phenol saturated with 20 mM
sodium acetate (pH 6.2)-1 mM EDTA and precipitated in 3
to 4 volumes of 100% ethanol containing 0.3 M sodium
acetate. The purified RNA species were then collected by
centrifugation in a SW41 rotor (Beckman Instruments) at 4°C
for 30 min at 35,000 rpm and dried under vacuum. The RNA
was labeled in vitro with [y-32P]JATP as described by Maxam
and Gilbert (26).

Isolation of C. crescentus CB13 rDNA clones. The
AWES - B/CB13 clone bank was prepared by L. Shapiro and
A. Skalka at the Roche Institute of Molecular Biology by the
method of Maniatis et al, (24). C. crescentus CB13 DNA was
prepared as described previously (34), partially restricted
with EcoRI endonuclease (Bethesda Research Laborato-
ries), and ligated to AWES - B arms which had been treated
with EcoRI and purified by sucrose gradient centrifugation.
The recombinant phage were prepared using the in vitro
packaging technique (8). *?P-labeled C. crescentus CB13
RNA was used to identify rRNA sequences by the method of
Benton and Davis (6); plaques containing DNA which hy-
bridized to the RNA probe were isolated, and the phage
were eluted with dilution buffer (12). The various rDNA
fragments were then individually subcloned into pBR325
with T4 DNA ligase (Bethesda Research Laboratories), and
the hybrid plasmids were then transformed into E, coli
HB101 as previously described (25). Transformants were
selected for tetracycline resistance (Tcf) and screened for
chloramphenicol sensitivity (Cm®) at drug concentrations of
25 pg/ml. A total of 15 hybrid plasmids containing C.
crescentus TDNA sequences were isolated, and plasmid
DNA was prepared as described by Clewell and Helinski
(10).

Southern blots and hybridization. Agarose gels containing
plasmid DNA and chromosomal DNA that had been treated
with restriction enzymes (Boehringer Mannheim) were
transferred to nitrocellulose filters as described by Southern
(37). The filters were incubated in a buffer containing 5X
SSC (1x SSCis 0.15 M NaCl and 0.015 M sodium citrate),
50% formamide, 0.02 M Tris-hydrochloride buffer (pH 7.4),
and 0.5% sodium dodecyl sulfate and then hybridized with
the probe for 36 to 48 h at 37°C in the same buffer. The
probe, in vitro-labeled [*?PIrRNA (specific activity, ~10°
cpm/pg), or nick-translated plasmid (specific activity, ~10’
cpm/pg) was in a solution of 50% formamide-5 pg of yeast
tRNA carrier per ml. After hybridization, the filters were
washed in 0.2x SSC-0.2% sodium dodecyl sulfate for 2 to 4
h at 37°C with shaking, rinsed extensively with 0.2x SSC,
incubated with pancreatic RNase A (Worthington) in 0.2X
SSC at 37°C with shaking for 30 min in the case of RNA
probe, and washed in 0.2 SSC for 1 h. The filters were then
dried and exposed to Kodak X-Omat film with intensifying
screen at —70°C for 1 to 7 days.

Determination of the 3’ end of the C. crescentus 16S rRNA
gene by nuclease S1 mapping with in vivo 16S rRNA. S1
mapping (7) was used to determine the 3’ end of the 16S
rRNA, with 16S rRNA isolated as described above. A 3-ug
amount of 16S rRNA was ethanol precipitated in the pres-
ence of 0.03 pg of labeled DNA probe (see legend to Fig. 4)
and 25 pg of yeast tRNA. The pellet was suspended in 30 pl
of hybridization buffer (80% formamide, 400 mM NaCl, 40
mM PIPES [pH 6.4] 1 mM EDTA), heated to 72°C for 10
min, and then incubated at 60°C for 3 h. The reaction mixture
was then. diluted 10-fold with S1 digestion buffer (50 mM
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NaAc [pH 4.6], 280 mM NaCl, 4.5 mM ZnSO,, 20 pg of
denatured calf thymus DNA) containing 2,500 U of Sl
nuclease (Boehringer Mannheim) and incubated at 37°C for
30 min. Carrier tRNA (10 pg) was added, and the nucleic
acid was precipitated with ethanol. The precipitate was
suspended in 95% formamide-1 mM EDTA and tracking
dyes, heated at 90°C for 90 s, quick-cooled at 0°C, and
electrophoresed through a 7 M urea~6% polyacrylamide gel.
Transcription assays. The C. crescentus and E. coli RNA
polymerases were prepared as previously described (3). The
transcription reaction mixture (50 pl) contained, unless
stated otherwise, 40 mM Tris-hydrochloride (pH 8.0), 10
mM MgCl,, 50 mM KCl, 1 mM dithiothreitol, 2 mM spermi-
dine, 0.5 mM ATP, GTP, and UTP, 0.1 mM [a-*?P]JCTP (800
to 5,000 cpm/pmol), and DNA and enzyme as indicated. The
enzyme and DNA was incubated for 10 min at 37°C before
the addition of ribonucleotide triphosphates and heparin (50
ng/ml). The reaction mixture was then incubated for 15 min
at 37°C before the reaction was stopped with 10 pl of 10%
sodium dodecyl sulfate. After addition of 50 ul of TE buffer
(10 mM Tris-hydrochloride (pH 8) with 0.1 mM EDTA), the
reaction mixtures were extracted twice with phenol, and the
RNA was precipitated with ethanol in the presence of 20 ug
of yeast tRNA as carrier. The RNA was rinsed once with
100% ethanol, reprecipitated with 0.5 ml of 70% ethanol, and
dried for 15 min under vacuum. The final RNA pellet was
suspended in 25 to 50 pl of TE and 5 to 10 pl of RNA stop
mix (2). The amount of acid-precipitable counts incorporated
into RNA was determined for a 2.5- or S-ul sample. Equal
amounts of acid-precipitable counts were then applied to a
2% polyacrylamide—0.5% agarose composite slab gel (13 by
25 cm) containing 89 mM Tris, 89 mM boric acid, and 2.5
mM EDTA. Conditions for electrophoresis and autoradiog-
raphy were as described by Amemiya and Shapiro (2).
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FIG. 1. Southern blots of the C. crescentus CB13 genome di-
gested with EcoRI and probed with total cellular RNA or rRNA.
The DNA was electrophoresed through a 0.7% agarose horizontal
gel. The sizes of the DNA fragments were determined by compari-
son with the migration of A DNA digested with HindIII. Total
cellular RNA (lane a) and rRNA (lane b) were labeled in vitro as
described in the text.
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FIG. 2. Restriction maps of ribosomal DNA fragments in the subclones pJF1002, pJF1003, pJF1004, and pJF1008. The regions that encode
the various rRNA and tRNA species are identified and are discussed in later figure legends. A, Aval; Ba, BamHI; Bgl, Bgll; BII, Bglll; RI,
EcoRI; HII, Hincll; H, HindIll; K, Kpnl; P, Pstl; S, Smal; Sp, Sphl; X, Xhol. pJF1002 and pJF1003 contain 3.4-kb EcoRI fragments that
are identical, as far as can be determined by the restriction enzymes used here. The 6-kb fragment of pJF1008 has a Kpnl site and a Bgl/1I site

not observed on the 6-kb fragment of pJF1004.

RESULTS

Isolation of the C. crescentus CB13 rRNA genes. Restriction
fragments of C. crescentus CB13 chromosomal DNA con-
taining rRNA genes were identified by hybridization of in
vitro-labeled RNA to Southern blots of EcoRI digests of the
genome. Four bands of homology at 0.95, 2.8, 3.4, and 6
kilobases (kb) were observed when total cellular RNA was
used as probe (Fig. 1, lane a). rRNA isolated from purified
ribosomes was found to hybridize to bands of 0.95, 3.4, and
6 kb (Fig. 1, lane b). The relatively abundant RNA encoded
by the 2.8-kb EcoRI fragment has not been identified.

The EcoRI fragments carrying portions of the rRNA genes
were isolated from a AWES - B/CB13 clone bank and
subcloned into pBR325, as described above. The three
EcoRI fragments of rRNA genes identified in chromosomal
Southern blots, 0.95, 3.4, and 6 kb, were found grouped in
the pBR325 subclones pJF1002, pJF1003, pJF1004 and
pJF1008. Restriction maps of these subclones are shown in
Fig. 2.

pJF1002 and pJF1003 each contain a 3.4-kb EcoRI frag-
ment which have identical restriction maps. pJF1002 also
contains a 0.95-kb EcoRI fragment. pJF1004 and pJF1008
each contain a 6-kb EcoRI fragment which have some
differences in their restriction maps (Fig. 2). The pJF1008
fragment contains a BgllI site and a Kpnl site not seen on the
6-kb fragment in pJF1004. Additionally, pJF1008 has a 5-kb
EcoRI fragment which may have been randomly ligated to
the 6-kb fragment during cloning or subcloning or which may
be adjacent to the 6-kb fragment in vivo. This fragment did
not hybridize to either the total cellular RNA or the rRNA
probes.

Order of the rRNA and tRNA genes. Stable RNA species of
23S, 16S, and combined 5S and 4S were isolated and labeled
at the 5’ end as described above. Each was then hybridized
to separate Southern blots of pJF1002, pJF1003, pJF1004,
and pJF1008 DNA which had been digested with various
restriction enzyme combinations (Fig. 3). The 16S rRNA
probe hybridized to the 2.2-kb EcoRI-BgllI fragment but not
to the 1.2-kb BglII-EcoRI fragment nor to the 0.95-kb EcoRI

fragment of pJF1002 (Fig. 3A, panel a). The 16S rRNA probe
also hybridized to the 1.65-kb EcoRI-Xhol fragment and to
the 0.5-kb Xhol-Bglll fragment of both pJF1002 and
pJF1003, but it did not hybridize to the 6-kb EcoRI frag-
ments of pJF1004 and pJF1008 (data not shown). The 23S
rRNA probe hybridized to the 1.2-kb BglII-EcoRI fragment
of pJF1002 and pJF1003, the 0.95-kb EcoRI fragment of
pJF1002, and the 2.9-kb PstI fragment of pJF1004 and
pJF1008 (Fig. 3A, panel b). The 5SS rRNA + 4S tRNA probe
hybridized the 0.9-kb Xhol-Bgll fragment of pJF1002 (Fig.
3A, panel c¢) and pJF1003 (data not shown) but not to the
adjoining 0.3-kb Bgl/I-Xhol fragment. This probe also hybrid-
ized to the 2.9-kb PstI fragment of pJF1004 and pJF1008
(Fig. 3A, panel c). A block diagram of the restriction
fragments that hybridized to each RNA species is shown in
Fig. 3B. DNA sequence analysis described below allowed
the precise assignment of the genes to the different regions of
the cloned DNA (Fig. 4B). The restriction maps and the gene
organization suggest that there are two types of rRNA gene
sets. Both contain the same 3.4- and 0.95-kb EcoRI frag-
ments which encode the 16S rRNA gene, the intergenic
spacer, and part of the 23S rRNA gene. The remainder of the
23S rRNA gene can be accounted for on either of two 6-kb
EcoRI fragments which have different BglIl and Kpnl re-
striction sites (Fig. 2 and 4B).

Number of rRNA gene sets in the C. crescentus CB13
genome. The number of rRNA gene sets in the genome can
be determined by hybridizing an rRNA probe to chromo-
somal DNA which had been digested with restriction en-
zymes with known cleavage sites within the gene set. The
restriction enzyme cleavage sites that are contiguous with,
but outside of, the gene set will likely be different for each
gene set. Therefore, the number and size of chromosomal
restriction fragments which hybridize to an rRNA probe
should reflect the number of gene sets in the genome.

Southern blots of C. crescentus CB13 chromosomal DNA
digested with various restriction enzymes and probed with
purified rRNA are shown in Fig. 4A. Lane 1 is an EcoRI
digest of chromosomal DNA that shows the rRNA probe
hybridizing to 6-, 3.4-, and 0.95-kb restriction fragments.
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FIG. 3. Hybridization of rRNA and tRNA probes to restriction digests of ribosomal DNA subclones. (A) Southern blots of the rRNA
subclones digested with various restriction enzymes and hybridized with rRNAs labeled in vitro with (a) 16S rRNA, (b) 23S rRNA, and (c)
4S + 5S rRNA. Panel a contains pJF1002 DNA digested with BglII and EcoRI. Panel b contains (lanes): 1, pJF1002 digested with Bg/II and
EcoRlI; 2, pJF1003 digested with Bgl/II and EcoRI; 3, pJF1004 digested with PstI; 4, pJF1008 digested with PstI. Panel ¢ contains (lanes): 1,
pJF1002 digested with Bgll and Xhol; 2, pJF1004 digested with PstI; 3, pJF1008 digested with PstzI. The blots were exposed to X-ray film with
an intensifying screen for 2 h at —70°C. (B) Partial restriction map of the 3.4-, 0.95-, and 6-kb EcoRI fragments aligned as if they are
contiguous. The regions that hybridized to the probes, as identified in the first part of this figure, are shown schematically as blocks below

the map.

There was only one HindIII site in either type of operon so

that two chromosomal HindIII fragments would be expected
to hybridize to the probe for each operon present on the
genome (Fig. 4B). Hybridization of rRNA to HindIII-
digested chromosome showed three size fragments at 8, 10,
and 20 kb (Fig. 4A, lane 2). These fragments are all larger
than the 3.1- and the 7.2-kb HindIII-EcoRI fragments which
represent the smallest size of the possible HindIII fragments
contiguous with the operon. If two of the HindIIl sites
outside the operon happen to be approximately the same
distance from a HindIII site within an operon, one of the
bands, most probably the 20-kb band, would be a doublet.
This doublet together with the two additional fragments
suggest the presence of two rRNA gene sets on the genome.
To confirm this, rRNA was hybridized to chromosomal
DNA digested with BglII (Fig. 4A, lane 3). Hybridization to
a BgllI restriction fragment of 4.2 kb which corresponds to
the internal Bg/II fragment only present in the second gene
set (Fig. 4B) was seen. Because the rRNA genes do not
appear to extend beyond the second Bg/II site in the second

gene set (boxed in Fig. 4B), we would expect to see
hybridization to three additional restriction fragments, all
larger than the 2.2-kb EcoRI-BgI/II fragment and the 8.1-kb
BgllI-EcoRI fragment, if the genome contained two rRNA
gene sets. Three additional fragments at 5.3, 6, and 20 kb
were in fact detected (Fig. 4A, lane 3), arguing that the
genome contains two gene sets. Based on the restriction map
of the two putative gene sets, rRNA would be expected to
hybridize to Bglll-EcoRI restriction fragments of C.
crescentus DNA of 6, 0.95, and 1.2 kb for one operon and
2.1, 0.95, 1.2, and 2.2 kb for the other (Fig. 4B). The
hybridization pattern shown in Fig. 4A, lane 4 agrees with
this prediction. The fact that there was no hybridization to
the 3.9-kb BglII-EcoRI fragment (comprising the remainder
of the 6-kb fragment of pJF1008) confirms that the remainder
of the 23S rRNA gene, as well as the 5S rRNA and 4S tRNA
genes, are encoded in the 2.1-kb EcoRI-BglII fragment of the
second gene set. These data indicate that there are two
rRNA gene sets on the C. crescentus CB13 genome.
Sequence analysis of the rRNA and tRNA gene cluster. The
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FIG. 4. Hybridization analysis of the C. crescentus genome to determine the number of rRNA genes. The C. crescentus DNA was digested
with various restriction enzymes and probed with rRNA. (A) The C. crescentus genome was restricted with EcoRI and electrophoresed
through a 0.8% horizontal agarose gel and transferred to nitrocellulose. The blots were probed with rRNA that had been labeled in vitro at
the 5’ end as described in the text. (B) Schematic diagram of the two proposed rRNA gene sets on the C. crescentus genome. The regions
that hybridized 16S, 23S, 5S rRNA, and 4S RNA are indicated. The 3.4- and 0.95-kb EcoRI fragments appear to be the same in both operons,
but the 6-kb EcoRI fragments are not identical in that the region distal to the rRNA and tRNA genes contains a Bgl/lI site (boxed) in one of

the gene sets.

nucleotide sequence of approximately 60% of the 3.4-kb
EcoRI fragment of pJF1003 was determined by the chemical
modification method of Maxam and Gilbert (26). The nucleo-
tide sequence shown in Fig. 5 was determined by sequencing
both strands of the appropriate restriction fragments and by
sequencing overlapping restriction fragments. The se-
quenced regions, shown diagrammatically in Fig. SA, begin
with the EcoRI boundary of the cloned segment and include
296 nucleotides preceding the start of the 16S rRNA gene
and 254 nucleotides within the 5’ region of the 16S rRNA
gene. The sequenced region in the middle of the 3.4-kb
fragment encompasses 358 nucleotides within the 3’ end of
the 16S rRNA gene, the entire 16S/23S intergenic spacer
region (653 nucleotides) and 56 nucleotides within the 5’ end
of the 23S rRNA gene. The EcoRlI site at the right boundary
of the cloned 3.4-kb EcoRI fragment is approximately 830
nucleotides downstream from the 5’ end of the 23S gene.
Two additional nucleotide sequences within this region of
the 23S rRNA structural gene were also determined.

The 5’ and 3’ ends of the 16S rRNA gene and the 5’ end of
the 23S rRNA gene were identified by comparison with the
comparable regions of the E. coli rRNA genes (9). The
position of the 3’ end of the 16S rRNA gene was also
confirmed by S1 nuclease mapping as described by Berk and
Sharp (7). Hybridization of various restriction fragments of
pJF1003 to rRNA (Fig. 3) suggested that the 3’ end of the 16S

rRNA structural gene was within the 550-base-pair Xhol-
Bglll fragment. Accordingly, this Xhol-BglIl DNA restric-
tion fragment of pJF1003 (Fig. 2) was isolated and labeled on
one strand at the 3’ end of the Xhol site, as described in the
legend to Fig. 6. Hybrid formation between purified 16S
rRNA and the Xhol-Bglll DNA probe protected a 210 to 220
base fragment of the labeled DNA from nuclease S1 diges-
tion (Fig. 6, lane 1). Thus, the 16S rRNA appears to end 210
to 220 bases downstream from the Xhol site. Furthermore,
protection of the 3’ end-labeled Xhol site by the 16S rRNA
indicated that the labeled strand is the sense strand for 16S
rRNA transcription. Thus, the 16S rRNA gene is transcribed
from left to right (as diagrammed in Fig. 2) within the 3.4-kb
rDNA of pJF1003.

Further analysis of the nucleotide sequence revealed that
a portion of the intragenic spacer region encoded two
tRNAs. These were identified as tRNA'® and tRNAA"2 by
virtue of their anticodons. Invert repeats were found to flank
both tRNA genes (underlined arrows shown in Fig. §; see
Fig. 10) and may represent processing sites for the produc-
tion of mature tRNA species (15). In addition to these invert
repeat sequences surrounding the tRNAs, invert repeat
sequences were found flanking the 16S rRNA gene (Fig. §,
underlined arrows, regions A and B). They are located
approximately 25 and 28 nucleotides, respectively, from the
16S rRNA gene. If these two regions base paired to form a
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. . . . . . . .
1 GAATTCGAGGTTGGTAAGATAGCCGCCTCCGTCGATATGGGTGCAAATGATGGGGTCBCTGAGGTGBCTCGBGTCTTTGACATTGTTGAATGGAAAGGGA
CTTAAGCTCCAACCATTCTATCGGCGGAGGCAGCTATACCCACGTTTACTACCCCAGCBACTCCACCGAGCCCAGAAACTGTAACAACTTACCTTTCCCT

. . . . . . . . . .
]0‘ AACCAGGCBGCBGGCBCTCTBGCBATGACCTTCGGTCATCAACTBACGCTGACBATACGGTCTCTTGATGAAGCACCATTCGBCCGETTRGLCTTCGG6T
TTGGTCCGCCGCCCGCBAGACCGCTACTGGAAGCCAGTAGTTGACTBCBACTGCTATBCCAGAGAACTACTTCGTGETAAGCCGGCCAACTGGAAGLCLA

Send16S

. . . . . D . . .
20] CGATCGhGTGATGGGhﬁCTCGTCQQGGQACTATGCAAACCAG&TACCTﬂngCT?ng'l’TTC%Q%TABQ&TEGGAAGTCTGAAGTC&ATGTCAACTCAM‘
GCTAGCTCACTACCCTTGAGCAGTTCTTTGATACGTTTGGTCTATBGATCAGBATCCAAAAGGGBBATCCTABCCTTCAGACTTCAGTTACAGTTGAGT T

30] CTGAGAGTTTGATCCTAGCCTCAGAGCGAACBCTGBCBBCAGGCCTAACACATOBCAAGTCGAACGBATCCTTCG6GATTAGTGGCBBACGGGTGAGTANL
GACTCTCAAACTAGGATCGGAGTCTCGCTTGCGACCGCCGTCCGBATTGTGTACBTTCABCTTBCCTAGGAAGCCCTAATCACCGCCTGCLCALTCATIG

. . . . . . . . . .
40] ACGTGGGAAACGTGCCCTTTGGTTCGGAACAACTCAGGBAAACTTBAGCTAATACCBBATGTGCCCTTCGGEGGAAAGATTTATLGCCATTGAGCGBLLLC
TGCACCCTTTGCACGGGAAACCAAGCCTTGTTGAGTCCCTTTBAACTCOBATTATGGCCTACACGGBAAGCCCCCTTTCTAAATAGCGGTAALTCGCLGGH

50] GCGTCTGATTAGCTAGTTGGTGGAGGTAAAGGCTCACCAAGGCGACGGTC . o o (~*930 br) ++ +«GBGGATAACGTCAAGTCCTCATIG
CGCAGACTAATCGATCAACCACCTCCATTTCCGAGTGGTTCCGCTGCCAG CCCCTATTGCAGTTCAGGAGTAC(
-35. . .Pin . .

. . B . .
1504 CLCTTAGAAGGTGGGLTACACACGTGCJACAATGBCGACTACAGAGGOC TBCAALCCGLBAGBGGGAGCCAATCCCTAAAAGTCGTCTCAGTTCGGATTG
GL:GAATCTTCCACCCGATGTGTGCACGATGTTACCGCTGATGTCTCCCBACGTTBBGCGCTCCCCCTCGGTTAGGGATTTTCABGCAGAGTCAAGCCTAAC

. . . . . . . . . .
]604 '.?1 crc TGG?ACTCGAGAGCATGAAGTTGGAﬁTCGCTAGTAATCGCGGATCAGCATGCCBCGGTGAATACGTTCCCGBGCCTTGTACACACCGCCCGTCACA
GALAGACOHTGAGLTCTCGTACTTCAACCTTAGCGATCATTAGCGCCTAGTCGTACGGCGCCACTTATGCAAGGGCCCGGAACATGTGTGGCGGGCAGTGT

. . . . . . . . . .
]704 C(‘IfﬂGGGAGTTGGACTTTACCCGQGCGCT&GCTCCTAACCTGCTAAGGGGGCT&GGCTGATTCYGGTQGGGCCGACTGACTGGGGTTGAAGCGTAACAAG
GTACCCTCAACETGAAATGBGC TCGCGATCGAGGATTGGACGATTCCCCCBATCCGACTAAGACCATCCCGGCTGACTGACCCCAACTTCGCATTGTTC

. Jondof1es ® .

1804 GTAACCGAGGGGAACCGCGGrTooncaccrcrrcTTTTecnTGATTcaccssncsnascrAwmmccncasmcccmcr
CATTGGCTCCCCTTGGCGCCAACCTGTGBAGAAGAAAACGTACTAAGTGECC TGCAATCGATCTAGGATCCCTTTTTGGATCOTGGAAGTCTCGEBTCGA

]904 CCCGAAGCATTGAAGCCCAGACACGCGC TAGAGGACCAAAAATGACGAACGCCGCCBACTTCGTTCCTTCCACCACTTRGTCGTAGGAACAAGCBALGEE
GGGCTTCGTAACTTCGBGTCTGTGCGCGATCTCCTBGTTTTTACTGCTTGCOBGCGGC TGAAGCAABBAABGTGGTGAACCAGCATCCTTGTTCGLTGLNGE

. < tRNAjI&

2004 Ascwccmcsaeacco TAGGCCTGTAGCTCAGGTG6T TAGAGCG TACGCC TEATAAGCGTAAGBTCGGCABT TCHAGTCTGCCTAGGE
TCGGCCTCCGT TTGBGACGCTCTGECATATCCGGACATCGAGTCCACCAATCTCGCATGCBGACTATTCGCATTCCAGCCGTCAAGLTCABALGBATCLG

. . .

. . . . . . € tRNAgja > .
2104 cracc rcilwnocncseacacsnccaecrcrcneecacmcmc GGBCCATAGCTCAGTTGETAGAGCGCCTGLTTTELAAGE
GATGGTISAGRAAGGAGAC TACGAAGCCTGTGE TEGTCBAGAGAACCGTCTAGATGTCTCACCCCOETATCRAGTCAACCATC TCGCEGACGAAALGTTCE

. .

. . . . . . . .
2204 AGGTGTCGTCGGTTCGAATCCGTCTGGCTCCACC CCTCCCGATGAGGACCBAGATTGAATCTCBCGATTGGAATBACAAGTTTGCGCLGGLTUY
TCCACAGCAGCCAAGCTTAGGCAGACCGAGGTGGTIRGABAGGAGBBCTACTCCTGECTCTAACTTAGAGCBCTAACCTTACTGTTCAAALGLBGLLGAGA

.

. . . . . . . . .
2304 TTGAGCTGGTTGCBAAATG&C&TTGTGAhGGCABGGTTCTCCCBCCGQCCCCABCTCﬁmﬂ?QﬂyGCGG“TCCGTTTA“GGGCGGACTTAQGAAGAC
AACTCGACCAACGCTTTACTGTAACACTTCCGTCCCAAGAGGBCGBCTGBGBTCBABTBOBGBATCCTACGCC TAGGCAAATTCCCGCCTGAARTTCTTL TG

c.nd of 23S

2404 ATcATTGTCTGACTAAAGGTABAGCCCAAGCTCAGGCCTCCCCBCBCGTGCBGCBAGGGE TGAAACAGCATGEEGT TTTGCTGAGAACGATCAAGCGCATA
TAGTAACAGACTGATTTCCATCTCGBGT TCGAGTCCGBAGGGGCGCBCACGCCBCTCCCGACTTTGTCGTACCCAAAACGACTCTTGCTAGTTCGCRTAT

2504 AGGGCTTCTGACGOATECCTTGGCATTBAGAGBCGATGAAAGG. .. (~300) ...GBGCGEBACACGTBAAATCCTGTCTBAACATBEGEEGACCACE
TCCCGAAGACTGCCTACGBAACCGTAACTCTCCBCTACTTTCC CCCBCCCTGTGCACTTTAGBACAGACT TGTACCCCCCTBETHEG

2889 CTCCAAGCCTAAGTACTCCTCAATGACCGTGCBACAAGTCCGTGABGBAAGBTGAA v+ (~270) .. :MSGTAAGOT;\ABGTAACAC'}TACTGAGGM::
GAGGTTCGGATTCATGAGGAGT TACTGBGBCACGCTGTTCAGGBCACTCCCTTCCACTT . TCCATTCCATTCCATTGTGAATGACTCCTG

. . . . . 3 . . D
3244 CGAhCCGGTGAATGTTGAAQAATTCTCGGATGACTTOTGOATAOGGGTGAA&GGCCA“TCQAQCCTGGACATAGCTBGTTCTCCGCGAA;\ACTATTTMS. .
GCTTGGCCACTTACAACTTTTTAAGAGCCTACTGAACACCTATCCCCACTTTCCGGTTAGTTTGGACCTGTATCGACCAAGAGGCGCTTTTGATAAATE
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FIG. 6. Nuclease S1 mapping of the 3’ end of the 16S rRNA
gene. pJFJ1003 DNA was cut with BglII and Xhol and the 3’ end of
the Xhol sites were labeled with [a-3?P]TTP and the Klenow
fragment of DNA polymerase I. The fragments were separated on a
6% acrylamide gel, and the 550-bp Bglll-Xhol fragment from the
internal region of the C. crescentus rDNA insert of pJF1003 was
electroeluted from a gel slice, passed through an NACS-52 column
(under the conditions described by Bethesda Research Laborato-
ries, Inc.), and used as probe, as described in the text. The
DNA-RNA hybrid and the two DNA controls were electrophoresed
through a 7 M urea—6% polyacrylamide gel, and an autoradiogram of
the gel is shown. Lane 1 contains DNA probe hybridized to in vivo
16S C. crescentus rRNA and digested with 1,500 U of S1 nuclease.
Lane 2 contains the 550-bp DNA probe alone. Lane 3 contains
labeled pBR322 Haell restriction fragments used as molecular
weight standards.

stem structure enclosing the entire 16S rRNA gene (see Fig.
10), the structure would have a AG of —42 Kcal (39).
Interestingly, another invert repeat sequence was found
between the tRNAA gene and the 5’ end of the 23S rRNA
gene. There was some homology between this smaller invert
repeat sequence (Fig. 5, underlined arrow, region C) and the
invert repeat at the 3’ end of the 16S rRNA gene (region B).

Complex formation between RNA polymerase and the
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FIG. 7. Complex formation between pJF1003 restriction frag-
ments and C. crescentus or E. coli RNA polymerase. Heparin-
resistant complexes between RNA polymerase and restriction frag-
ments of pJF1003 were examined as described by Amemiya and
Shapiro (3). In each panel either C. crescentus (4.8 ng), lane 2, or E.
coli (4.2 pg), lane 3, RNA polymerase were mixed with 1.0 pg of
restricted pJF1003 DNA (enzyme/DNA ratio, 32 and 30, respec-
tively). Lane 1 in all panels represents the digested fragments alone.
(A) Enzyme complexed with EcoRI-BamHI-Kpnl-digested restric-
tion fragments. (B) Enzyme complexed with EcoRI-Xhol-Bgill-
digested restriction fragments. (C) Enzyme complexed with EcoRI-
Xhol-Kpnl-digested restriction fragments. The complexed frag-
ments were analyzed on a 1% agarose gel and visualized with a UV
illuminator after soaking the gel in 1 pg of ethidium bromide per ml.
(D) A schematic drawing of a partial restriction map of pJF1003 with
the position of the rRNA genes shown below. The hatched areas
indicate the fragments that formed complexes with RNA
polymerase.

055 |02 |

rRNA gene cluster. To determine whether any RNA poly-
merase-binding sites were present in the cloned rRNA gene
cluster, especially in the region 5’ to the 16S rRNA gene, we
examined the ability of both C. crescentus and E. coli RNA
polymerase to form heparin-resistant complexes with re-

FIG. 5. (A) Schematic diagram of the 3.4-kb EcoRI fragment of pJF1003. The shaded areas indicate the regions that have been sequenced.
(B) The nucleotide sequence of the regions that are shaded in (A). The sequence of the nonsense strand is on top. The number one designates
the first nucleotide at the EcoRlI site located upstream from the 5’ end of the 16S gene. The 16S gene ends at nucleotide 1838. The 5’ end and
3’ end of the 16S gene and the 5’ end of the 23S gene were assigned by analogy with the E. coli rRNA nucleotide sequences (9). The underlined
sequence 5’ to the 16S gene identifies a possible consensus Pribnow box sequence, as does the internal P;,. —35 identifies a region that
resembles the sequence found upstream from many E. coli promoters. The dashed lines with an arrowhead represents a transcript that
initiates from this region. @ and (@ are the sequences of the two halves of a 23-nucleotide inverted repeat. © is a nine-base sequence
that is an inverted repeat of part of @ . tRNA" (tRNA;.) and tRNAA" (tRNA,,,) are sequences that can be folded into the cloverleaf structure
representative of tRNA species accepting isoleucine and alanine. The identification of tRNA"¢ and tRNAA" was based on their anticodon
sequence. The lines with arrows identify short inverted repeat sequences enclosing the tRNA" gene and the tRNA*" gene.
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striction fragments of pJF1003 DNA (Fig. 7). Among the
restriction fragments of the rRNA gene cluster generated by
digestion with EcoRl, BamHI, and Kpnl (Fig. 7A), the
1.6-kb Kpnl-BamHI and 1.1-kb BamHI-EcoRI fragments
formed stable complexes with both the C. crescentus and the
E. coli RNA polymerase (Fig. 7A). When pJF1003 DNA was
digested with EcoRI, Xhol, and Bglll, the 1.6-kb EcoRI-
Xhol, the 0.8-kb BgllI-Xhol, and the 0.5-kb Xhol-EcoRI
fragments formed heparin-resistant complexes with RNA
polymerase (Fig. 7B). Complex formation between RNA
polymerase and pJF1003 DNA digested with EcoRI, Kpnl,
and Xhol is shown in Fig. 7C. In this case the 0.9-kb
Kpnl-Xhol, the 1.3-kb Xhol-Xhol, and the 0.5-kb Xhol-
EcoRI fragments were bound by RNA polymerase. The
0.5-kb Xhol-EcoRI fragment in Fig. 7C cannot be seen as
clearly as in Fig. 7B, possibly because the recovery of the
restriction fragment was less efficient in this experiment. In
all cases, the same restriction fragments were bound by the
C. crescentus and E. coli enzymes, but the binding by the C.
crescentus enzyme appeared to be generally weaker. A
summary of the restriction fragments of the rRNA gene
cluster that contained heparin-resistant RNA polymerase-
binding sites is shown in Fig. 7D. An RNA polymerase-bind-
ing site in the region preceding the start of the 165 rRNA
gene was not detected. However, a region within the 16S
rRNA structural gene (the 0.9-kb Kpnl-Xhol fragment)
formed a heparin-resistant complex with RNA polymerase.
Sequence analysis revealed the presence of a consensus
promoter within this region (see below). In addition, two
regions were found at the right end of the cloned rRNA
cluster which bound RNA polymerase. One of these binding
regions was found on the 0.6-kb BamHI-Xhol fragment, and
the other was located downstream in the 0.5-kb Xhol-EcoRI
fragment. The tRNA spacer region up to the BamHI site
did not contain RNA polymerase-binding sites (data not
shown).

In vitro transcription of the cloned rRNA gene cluster.
Because speeific regions within the rRNA gene cluster
contained heparin-resistant RNA polymerase-binding sites,
we carried out in vitro transcription studies of the isolated
3.4-kb fragment with C. crescentus and E. coli RNA poly-
merase to determine whether transcripts initiated from
within the gene cluster (Fig. 8). Transcripts synthesized by
the E. coli and C. crescentus RNA polymeras¢ in the
absence of heparin are shown in Fig. 8, lanes 1 and 2,
respectively. The E. coli enzyme produced at least four
transcripts, a 1.8-kb transcript, a 1.7-kb transcript, a 0.7-kb
transcript, and a 0.26-kb transcript. When heparin was
added to the reaction at the same time as the nucleoside
triphosphates to prevent reinitiation by the enzyme, the E.
coli RNA polymerase produced essentially the same number
of transcripts as it did in the absence of heparin (Fig. 8, lane
3). A small amount of a 3.3-kb transcript could be seen which
starts from the left end of the 3.4-kb EcoRI fragment (5). In
contrast to the E. coli enzyme, the C. crescentus RNA
polymerase produced a heterogeneous array of transcripts in
the absence of heparin. However, in the presence of heparin
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FIG. 8. Electrophoretic analysis of RNA transcripts synthesized
by C. crescentus and E. coli RNA polymerase from the 3.4-kb
EcoRI fragment of pJF1003. Transcription assay conditions were as
described in the text. The reaction mixture contained 0.12 pg of the
DNA and either 0.4 ug of E. coli RNA polymerase (enzyme/DNA
ratio, 15; lanes 1 and 3) or 1.6 pg of C. crescentus RNA polymerase
(enzyme/DNA ratio, 59; lanes 2 and 4). The reactions shown in lanes
1 and 2 contained no heparin. Rifampin (2 pg) was added after 10
min at 37°C and incubation was continued for another 10 min before
termination. The reactions shown in lanes 3 and 4 had 50 pg of
heparin per ml added at the same time as the nucleoside triphos-
phates. Equal amounts of acid-precipitable counts were added to
each larie. The total amount of [a->2P]CMP incorporated into RNA
in each reaction was (lane 1) 57, (lane 2) 165, (lane 3) 22, and (lane
4) 27 pmol. The lane on the left contained T7 early RNA digested
with RNase III as molecular weight standards.

the C. crescentus énzyme synthesized the same transcripts
as the E. coli enzyme (Fig. 8, lane 4). The transcription
initiation sites of these transcripts have been further charac-
terized and all but one have been found to be located on the
restriction fragment which contained RNA polymerase-bind-
ing sites (K. Amemiya, V. Bellofatto, L. Shapiro, and J.
Feingold, in press). The sequence of one of these transcrip-

FIG. 9. Comparison of C. crescentus and E. coli 16S and 23S rRNA nucleotide sequences. The numbering system for the E. coli sequences
was taken from Brosius et al. (9). Regions of nonhomology are enclosed in boxes. Mismatched nucleotides are identical with an asterisk.
Regions of four nucleotides or more that are deleted from one or the other species are represented with dashed linés. (A) Comparison of the
C. crescentus CB13 16S sequence with that of the E. coli rrnB 16S rRNA gene. S.D. indicates the consensus Shine-Delgarno sequence (36).
(B) Comparison of three regions of the 23S rDNA from C. crescentus CB13 and E. coli. The E. coli rrnB 23S sequence and numbering system
was taken from Brosius (9). A total of 56 nucleotides at the 5’ end as well as regions of 99 nucleotides and 129 nucleotides from within the
first one-third of the C. crescentus CB13 23S gene have been determined. Regions of nonhomology are boxed.



VoL. 163, 1985

A

C.

E.

coli

C. CRESCENTUS RNA AND tRNA GENE CLUSTER

5'end of 165
2960
C. crescentus A TTtoaTccraoccTcaeaocoaacoctooceecaeeccTaQCAcaTGr
X xx tt x x 0
E. coli 15182047 _TGAAG :TTTGarcaTaGc TCAGATTGAACGCTGBCGBCAGGEC TAACACATGE
(] (3 . 0 .
AAGTCGAACO Icc —————————————— TTCAGG—---ATTRGTGGCEGACGEGTGAGT
x "y *
AAGTCBAACGATAACAGGAABAAGCTTGCTTCTTTGC TGACCRGTBGCEGACGEGTGAGT

XREX kX LIl IR IR ]

AaCAEGTGGBAhaCBTGCCDTTTGGTTCGGQ&CA&CTC&BBBA&ACTT GCTAATACCG
X a0
AATGTCTBGBQA“C TGCQTGATGGAGBGGGATAACTACTGGAAACGG

BCTAATACCG

GAT GT uuCCTT C A A hGAYTTATCGCCATTGaBCG GCCCGC
Lidd XRRRE XEEREK XXX x *x
CATAhCGTCGC“ABACCAA“B“BBGBBQCCTTCGGGGCTCTTBCCATCBG“TGTGCCC“G

GTC ATTAGCTAGTTGGTBG“OGThAAGGCTC&CCA&BGCG“CGGTC?’? (~930)
x X x x x x
ATGOBATTAGCTAGTAGGTGG BGTAACOGCTC“CCTQGGCGQCOATCiéé‘

1479 5665ATAACETCAAGTCE TCATGBCCCTTACAAGGTGGOCTACACACGTGCTACAATGEE
x * £ KXK
2701566GATGACG TCAAG TCATCATGBCCE T TACGACCAGGOCTACACACGTGCTACAATGGE

GCATAL

hﬁGABAAGCFA(CTCGCBQGAGCAAGCGGACL TCA TAAA GTGCGTCBT

GACTAC 9“6& GCTGCA“C(CGCB&GGGGGOG FCQQTCCCTAAAQBT CGTCTF
K £ 1] x % b33

Ateaacrréeaavcocrnétaarcocsoé
*
AGT CCOGATTGGAGTCTGCAACTCGACTL ATGAAGTCBEARTCOCTAGTAATES T06A

TC“OCATGCCGCGGTG&AT“COTTCCCGGGCCTYBThChCQCCGCCCBTCQC“CCATGGG
x X
TCAGAATGCCACGGTGAATACGT TCCCGGGCCT TGTACACACCGLCCGTCACACCATGGE

AG GGﬁClTTACCLBAGCGCTAGCT CCT“&CC TGCT‘ C thOCTB“TTCT
XK AK KKK XXX XK XXX
AGT| 66 GTT GC&&&&G&QGT&GGT“GCTTﬁACCTTCOBGﬁOGGCBCTTQCCACTTTCT

—— . . .
GBT“GGBCCOACFBQCTOGOGTTGQ&G CGT“&CAABBT&“CCG AGGGBAACC GCGGT
x x x x

L K
GATT----CA_[TGACTBBBGT GAAGTCGTAACAAGGTAACCGTABBBGAACCTGCGGT
$.0_1838

- U
T66A cmftc nE} . Jond
x X
rcsarcac{rccr r_} o
3059

S'end of 235
2492V . . . 2548

XX X KRRk X X x ¥
TTAAGCGACTAACGTACACGGTGBATGCCCTGECAGTCAGAGGLGATGAA GG W

3499 ‘ 3554

2847GGGCGGGACSCGTGAAAchrsrcTGAACATGGGGGGACCACCCchaasgcTaagtnct
A% x M

GGGCGGGACACGTGGTATCCTGTCTGAATATGGGGGGACCATCCTCCAAGGCTAAATALT

crescentus ZE?CAAGCGCATAAGGGCTTCTGAiZGATGﬁcrTGGCATTGAGAsGCGATGAAAGG... (~300)
X

3874

. (3 3 . 29‘7
ccTcAATGACCH TGC GA CAAGT LCGTGAGGGAA GGTGAA. s +« (»270)
x X Pk XXX X X X X
CCTGACTGACCAATAGTGAACCAGT ZCGTGAGGGAhAGGCGhﬁéé}7
32‘2AGGT AAGGTAAGGTAACACTTACTG AGGACCFAACCG GTGAAThTTGﬁAAAATTCT

xX *k x X kK K K XX

4‘98AGGTTGﬁAGBTCGGGTAACACTAACTGGAGGACCGAQCCGACTAA TGTTGAAAAATTAL

CBGﬁTGACTTGTGGATAGGGGTGAAAGGCCAATCAAQCCTGG ASATAGFTGGTTCTCCC
* X
CGGATGACTTGTBGCTGGGGGTCAAAGGCCAATCAAACC GGGAGATAGCTGPTTCTC(F

. 3342
CGAAAACTATTTAG. . .

x
CGAAAGCTATTTAG. . .

4429

163



164 FEINGOLD ET AL.

tion initiation sites (for the 1.8-kb transcript), located within
the 3’ end of the 16S rRNA gene, is shown in Fig. 5.

DISCUSSION

The number of copies of rRNA gene clusters per genome
varies widely among different microorganisms. E. coli (27,
29) and Bacillus subtilis (22) have 7 and 9 or 10 rRNA
operons, respectively. On the other hand, Anacystis
nidulans (40) and Mycoplasma capricolum (16) have two
rRNA gene clusters per genome, whereas Halobacterium
halobium was reported to have only one rRNA gene cluster
per genome (18). We have shown here that there are two
copies of rRNA gene clusters in C. crescentus CB13. The
same number of copies of rRNA genes was previously
reported for C. crescentus CB1S (30). However, the rRNA
gene clusters in CB13 and CB15 are not identical because at
least one HindIII restriction site in the C. crescentus CB13
rRNA gene cluster is not present in CB1S5. The number of
rRNA gene clusters in a given organism may be one factor
which limits their maximum growth rate, because generation
time appears to be directly correlated with the number of
rRNA gene clusters.

In general, the homology between 16S and 23S rRNA
genes of various microorganisms is extensive (9, 14, 42).
Comparison of the partial sequences of the C. crescentus
genes encoding 16S rRNA and 23S rRNA with the 16S and
23S rRNA genes of the E. coli rrnB operon show significant
homology (Fig. 9). However, no sequence homology was
observed in the regions preceding the 16S rRNA gene or in
the 16S/23S intergenic spacer surrounding the tRNA species.
Within the 16S and 23S rRNA structural genes, regions of
nearly perfect homology are interspersed with nonconserved
regions (boxed sequences in Fig. 9). Approximately 82%
homology with E. coli sequences was detected in the 10% of
the 23S gene that has been sequenced (Fig. 9B). Comparison
of the 40% of the C. crescentus 16S rRNA gene sequenced
with the E. coli 16S rRNA sequence revealed approximately
71% homology (Fig. 9A). One interesting region of the 16S
rRNA gene is a nucleotide sequence which forms a helix
extending from nucleotide 1591 to nucleotide 1615 in the E.
coli sequence shown in Fig. 9A. This region, which is also
present in Proteus vulgaris (42), is missing from the C.
crescentus TRNA gene. The small rRNA species from
chloroplasts, archaebacteria, and eucaryotes appear to also
delete this region (42). Analysis of the 16S rRNA nucleotide
sequence from many bacterial species has been used to
establish a phylogenetic classification of procaryotes (14).
Analysis of the partial sequence of the C. crescentus 16S
rRNA gene has shown that C. crescentus is a member of the
a group of the purple photosynthetic bacteria (G. Fox,
personal communication). This group includes the majority
of the Rhodomicrobium species and the Rhodopseudomonas
species (14).

Two tRNA genes were identified in the 16S/23S intergenic
spacer region and shown to be tRNA!® and tRNAA®R by
virtue of their anticodon sequences. The C. crescentus
tRNAs can be folded into the consensus secondary structure
described for typical tRNAs (Fig. 10). Conservation of the
restriction fragment size between the two types of C.
crescentus TRNA gene sets suggest that the rRNA" and
tRNAA™ genes sequenced in the 3.4-kb clone reside in both
rRNA gene sets. The same two tRNA genes have been
identified in the 16S/23S intergenic spacer of three E. coli
rRNA operons (27) and two B. subtilis rRNA gene sets (22).
Bacterial species and eucaryotic plastids that have been
shown to encode tRNA genes in the 16S/23S spacer, includ-
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ing A. nidulans (41), Euglena gracilis chloroplasts (20), Zea
mays chloroplasts (21), and Nicotinum tobacum chloroplasts
(38), encode tRNA!® and tRNAA®2, In addition to the
conservation of the position of these tRNA species through
evolution, their nucleotide sequence has been well con-
served. The C. crescentus tRNA" and tRNAA"2 nucleotide
sequence is similar but not identical to their E. coli counter-
parts (28). Small inverted repeat sequences were found to
flank both tRNA genes (arrows in Fig. 5 and 10) and may
represent processing sites for the production of mature
tRNA species, as is the case in E. coli (4).

Examination of the nucleotide sequences surrounding the
16S rRNA gene revealed the presence of large invert repeat
sequences. We have previously shown that a large 3.3-kb
transcript produced in vitro from the 3.4-kb EcoRI fragment
containing the rRNA gene cluster could be cleaved in vitro
with C. crescentus RNase III (5). A schematic of the RNase
III digestion products from the 3.3-kb transcript and their
location is shown in Fig. 10A. The 3.3-kb transcript was
processed to fragments of 0.4, 1.3, and 1.6 kb. A stem
structure with AG = —42 Kcal can be formed with the
inverted repeat sequence (A and B) that would include the
entire 16S gene in the loop (Fig. 10B). If RNase III cleaved
within this stem, as has been shown to be the case in E. coli
(43) and proposed for B. subtilis (23), products of 0.26, 1.7,
and 1.4 kb would be expected. These products are in close
agreement with those actually obtained (Fig. 10A, open
arrows). However, another RNase III cleavage site was
detected within the 5’ end of the 23S rRNA gene. This
cleavage site was not in the same region as the invert repeat
sequence (region C) found by nucleotide sequencing. It is
not known if this cleavage site could be recognized in vivo;
however, we have found that the transcript which initiates
within the 3’ end of the 16S rRNA gene can be cleaved by
RNase III at this site (Amemiya et al., in press).

The results from the RNA polymerase-binding studies and
in vitro transcription assays suggest that the major
promoter(s) of the rRNA gene cluster are not present on the
3.4-kb EcoRI fragment cloned from C. crescentus CB13.
Examination of the nucleotide sequence at the 5’ end of the
3.4-kb EcoRI fragment did not reveal the presence of a
consensus promoter (17, 35), although 15 to 20 nucleotides
from the 5’ end of the fragment a possible ‘‘Pribnow-like’’
sequence (33) was present. If this sequence is part of a
promoter, the —35 region would be located outside of the
cloned region 5’ to the EcoRI site. In fact, we found that
RNA polymerase binding to this region was heparin sensi-
tive, and transcription initiation from this site was very
inefficient. Significantly, RNA polymerase-binding sites and
transcription initiation sites were detected within the rRNA
gene cluster. It may be that the internal promoters are
expressed because the major promoter(s) preceding the 16S
rRNA gene is not present on the cloned template. Tran-
scripts originating from the internal sites have been further
characterized, and all but one of them (the 1.7-kb transcript)
initiate from within the restriction fragments complexed by
RNA polymerase (Amemiya et al., in press). The transcrip-
tion start site of the 1.8-kb transcript was determined by S1
nuclease mapping, and the initiating nucleotide was shown
to be located eight nucleotides from a promoter sequence
300 nucleotides upstream from the 3’ end of the 16S rRNA
gene. This 16S internal rRNA promoter appears to be highly
conserved and was found in all 16S rRNA genes examined
from both procaryotes and plastids. In addition, the 1.8-kb
transcript could be cleaved by C. crescentus RNase III.
Further studies are in progress to identify the major
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FIG. 10. Potential RNA processing sites in an rRNA gene cluster from C. crescentus. (A) A restriction map of the cloned 3.4-kb EcoRI
fragment in pJF1003 containing part of a rRNA gene cluster from C. crescentus CB13 is shown at the top. The boxed regions in the middle
show the location of the rRNA genes. The bottom of the diagram shows a 3.3-kb transcript synthesized in vitro from the 3.4-kb EcoRI
fragment, and the RNase III cleavage sites in this transcript are shown below by vertical arrows (5). The short horizontal arrows above the
transcript labeled A, B, and C represent the invert repeat sequence determined by nucleotide sequence analysis. (B) Possible stem structures
formed by the invert repeat sequences surrounding the 16S rRNA and tRNA genes. The regions labeled A and B are invert repeat sequences
found flanking the 16S rRNA gene. The region labeled C is an invert repeat sequence of B as shown by the vertical lines located in front of

the 23S rRNA gene.

promoter(s) of the rRNA gene cluster and to examine in vivo
and in vitro expression from the major promoter(s) and
internal promoter(s) during the Caulobacter cell cycle.
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