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Abstract
Peripheral nerve injury models are used to investigate processes that can potentially be exploited in
CNS injury. A consistent change that occurs in injured peripheral neurons is an induction in
expression of PACAP, a neuropeptide with putative neuroprotective and neuritogenic actions.
PACAP-deficient mice were used here to investigate actions of endogenous PACAP after facial nerve
injury. Although motor neuron survival after axotomy was not significantly different in PACAP
deficient vs. wild type mice, recovery of axon regeneration after crush injury was significantly
delayed. The impaired regeneration was associated with 8- to 12-fold increases in gene expression
of proinflammatory cytokines TNF-α, IFN-γ, IL-6, and a 10-fold decrease in the anti-inflammatory
cytokine IL-4 at the injury site. Similar cytokine changes and an increased microglial response were
observed in the brainstem facial motor nucleus. Because immunocompromised animals such as SCID
mice are known to exhibit peripheral nerve regeneration defects, the observations raise the novel
hypothesis that PACAP is critically involved in a carefully controlled immune response that is
necessary for proper nerve regeneration after injury.

Introduction
It is well recognized that neurons survive poorly and axons do not appreciably regenerate after
CNS injury. Thus, investigators have utilized peripheral nerve injury models to identify
mechanisms that may be exploitable in CNS repair. For example, transplantations of
macrophages that had been activated with segments of sciatic, but not optic nerve were found
to greatly improve optic nerve regeneration after crush (Lazarov-Spiegler et al., 1998). Facial
nerve injury is a simple peripheral nerve injury model that is highly amenable to mechanistic
studies on neuron survival and repair (Moran and Graeber, 2004, Makwana and Raivich,
2005). Although facial motor neurons start to degenerate after axotomy, showing the classical
features of retrograde reaction (chromatolysis; nuclear eccentricity; increased basophilia;
perikaryal, nuclear and nucleolar swelling), a great majority recover, resulting in 80% or higher
survival in most murine strains. Moreover, axon regeneration is robust. Because of these
features, facial nerve injury is one of the most well characterized peripheral nerve injury
models. For example, the post axotomy time courses of expression of more than 100 genes in
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the facial motor nucleus (FMN) (where the cell bodies reside) have been reported, including
those of neuropeptides, growth factors, cytokines, and cell adhesion molecules (Moran and
Graeber, 2004). Much less studied are the changes that occur at the injury site.

PACAP is a 38 amino acid neuropeptide originally discovered as a hypothalamic peptide that
stimulates cAMP production in the pituitary. Although this peptide functions as a
neurotransmitter and/or neuromodulator in diverse processes such as regulation of circadian
rhythms (Colwell et al., 2004), considerable data indicate that PACAP has growth factor-like
actions in neural development and injury (reviews (Vaudry et al., 2000, Waschek, 2002)). For
example, PACAP has been shown to regulate cortical progenitor mitosis and differentiation
in vivo (Suh et al., 2001), and to promote neuron survival during cerebellar development
(Vaudry et al., 1999) and in the injured brain (Takei et al., 2000). Moreover, PACAP has been
shown to regulate axonogenesis in neurite outgrowth and growth cone turning assays (Guirland
et al., 2003), and to promote axonal regeneration after facial nerve injury in vivo, as determined
by analyses of retrograde tracers (Suarez et al., 2006) and numbers of myelinated axons distal
to the site of injury (Kimura et al., 2003). Finally, two different groups have shown that mice
with targeted deletions of the PACAP gene exhibit greater infarct volumes and neurological
deficits in cerebral artery occlusion models of stroke (Chen et al., 2006, Ohtaki et al., 2006).

PACAP mRNA levels strongly induced (more than 20-fold) in facial motor neurons after
axotomy, with a significant increase occurring as early as six hours after injury (Zhou et al.,
1999). Thus, it seems possible that PACAP might function in this injury model to promote
neuron survival or regeneration of axons. PACAP might act locally within the FMN to affect
these processes or on cells at the peripheral nerve injury site. With respect to the latter, PACAP
was found to be axonally transported and released at a crush site in another peripheral nerve
injury model (ex vivo nodose ganglia/vagus nerve explant) (Reimer et al., 1999).

Another possible function of PACAP in nerve injury is to regulate the immune response.
Receptors which bind both PACAP and the closely related peptide vasoactive intestinal peptide
(VIP) are expressed on microglia and on many different types of immune cells, and mediate a
rage of actions, including the production of inflammatory mediators, T cell activation and
differentiation, and chemotaxis (reviewed in (Delgado et al., 2004). The effects on T cell
activation/differentiation are of special interest here because motor neuron survival and
regeneration after facial nerve injury was shown to be impaired in SCID mice (Serpe et al.,
1999, Serpe et al., 2002). Moreover, the effect on survival in this model appears to be dependent
primarily on T helper (Th)2 cell differentiation (Deboy et al., 2006), a process shown to be
promoted by PACAP (Delgado et al., 1999). Although the immunomodulatory actions of
PACAP have not been well studied in the context of in nerve injury, VIP was reported reduce
neuron cell death induced by intraventricular administration of the bacterial endotoxin
lipopolysaccharide in association with reductons in microglia activation and proinflammatory
cytokine production (Delgado and Ganea, 2003).

We examined here the effects of PACAP deficiency on facial motor neuron survival after
axotomy and on axon regeneration after nerve crush. We also compared microglial activation
and specific cytokine responses in the brain stem, where the motor neurons cell bodies reside,
and compared the cytokine responses with in the injured nerves.

Experimental procedures
Animals

PACAP deficient (KO) mice, were previously generated by targeted mutagenesis (Colwell et
al., 2004). The gene targeting strategy removed sequences encoding PACAP and also PACAP-
related peptide, a peptide of unknown biological significance. These mice were found by
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sensitive radioimmunoassay to not express PACAP in the brain or peripheral sites (Colwell et
al., 2004). All mice used in these experiments were 2–4 month old females, and were generated
after backcrossing the mutation to C57BL/6 mice for at least six generations. Wild type (WT)
female littermates or other age-matched female WT C57BL/6 mice in the colony were used as
controls. Experiments were conducted in accordance with the recommendations for animal use
by the UCLA Division of Laboratory Animals, and the guidelines from the National Institutes
of Health.

Facial nerve axotomy and crush
Animals were anesthetized with isofluorane and the faces were shaved, washed with surgical
scrub and 70% ethanol, and then under aseptic conditions an incision was made on the right
face, exposing the facial nerve. For assessment of motor neuron survival, the nerve was severed
and a 1 mm section near the stylomastoid foramen was removed. The axotomy was performed
unilaterally so that the other side served as a control. All other studies utilized the crush
procedure. In these cases, the exposed nerve was crushed with a pair of jeweler’s forceps for
a period of 30 seconds. In most cases, the crush was performed at a location 1 mm from the
stylomastoid foramen. In cases which required subsequent dissection of the crush site and/or
distal nerve to study axonal regrowth or remyelination, the crush was performed on the
marginal mandibular branch of the facial nerve, 1 mm away from the bifurcation point. In these
cases, the inner surface of the forceps was first coated with a layer of sterile India Ink in order
to mark the crush site. After procedures, wounds were closed with sutures.

Motor neuron survival
Axotomized WT and PACAP KO mice (n=6 per group) were allowed to recover for a period
of 28 days before being sacrificed. Mice were perfused with 4% PFA/1xPBS. Brains were
removed, postfixed overnight in the perfusate solution, cryoprotected in a solution of 30%
sucrose/1x PBS for 12–18 hours, then transferred to a −70 °C freezer, where they are kept until
sectioning. Sections were cut at 12 μm on a cryostat, then stained with cresyl violet. All sections
passing through the FMN were assessed by two separate blinded raters. Neuron profiles were
scored if they were darkly stained and had a clear nucleus. Neuron size was quantified using
NIH Image. The number of motor neuron profiles on the ipsilateral and contralateral of each
section was determined. The total number of motor neurons per section was calculated from
the number and sizes of motor neuron profiles using the Abercrombie method (Abercrombie,
1946). The means and standard errors of the means (SEM) per section were calculated. Percent
survival was determined as the overall mean number of surviving motor neurons on the
ipsilateral side divided by the mean number of surviving neurons on the contralateral side.

Assessment of reinnervation as determined by retrograde transport with Fluorogold (FG)
Injections of FG (2 μl of a 2% water solution) were made bilaterally into both the whisker pad
and the upper lip (4 μl total for each side of the face) at 6, 7, 9, and 12 days after crush injury
(n=3–5 per group at each time point). The mice were then anesthetized, perfused with 4%
paraformaldehyde (PFA), and brains were prepared for cryostat sectioning as previously
described (Armstrong et al., 2004b). Images of the fluorescent neurons were taken with an
Olympus IX-80 camera on a Zeiss microscope using fluorescent illumination and a DAPI filter.
Fluorescent neurons were counted by two separate blind raters.

GAP-43 and galanin immunofluorescence
Mice were sacrificed 1 and 3 days after nerve injury, and the nerve and surrounding musculature
was surgically removed for immunofluorescence assay. Facial nerves were isolated by cutting
a relatively small portion of the musculature with a scalpel in a triangular shape with the most
distal region coming almost to a point. In this way the orientation of the facial nerve, as well
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as the location of the crush, marked as stated above with India Ink, could be visualized after
the immunofluorescent assay was performed. The tissue was then washed in phosphate
buffered saline (PBS), fixed in 4% PFA for one hr, cryoprotected in 20% sucrose overnight,
and embedded in OCT. Sections were cut on a cryostat (14μm for longitudinal, and 10 μm for
cross sections) and thaw mounted onto Superfrost slides, and then stored at −70°C.
Immunofluorescence procedures for visualizing re-growing axons were carried out as follows.
Slides were warmed for 30 minutes and then washed 3×5 minutes in PBS, blocked with 3%
normal goat serum for 1 hour. GAP-43 antibody was applied (Chemicon International, catalog
# AB5220, lot 25050080, dilution of 1:1000 and 1:2000 for longitudinal and cross sections,
respectively) and slides were then incubated overnight at 4°C. A secondary antibody
conjugated with FITC was applied (1:200; Jackson Immuno Research Labs) for 1 hour. Slides
were then washed in PBS and coverslipped using Vectashield (Vector Labs) mounting medium.
Pictures were taken with a Zeiss camera on an Olympus microscope using fluorescent
illumination with a FITC filter. Immunohistochemistry for NF160 (Sigma, cat# N5264, clone
NN18, 1:100) was as described above for GAP-43. Immunohistochemistry for galanin
(Peninsula Labs, BACHEM, catalog # T-4334 (IHC7141), lot # 030790-3) was performed as
described above and previously (Werner et al., 2000) using DAB as the chromagen.

On longitudinal sections, images were digitized and labeled axons counted with the use of the
NIH Image (Scion) program. The number of labeled axons in the nerve was obtained for the
first 300 μm, and from 300 to 600 μm, past the site of the crush. The optical density was also
measured using these same distances. To access the background, the optical density of a region
with no specific signal was determined and subtracted that from the optical density of the region
of the nerve measured. This was done on each section to account for the picture to picture
variation in brightness. On cross sections, images were taken on a Zeiss Camera on an Olympus
microscope using fluorescent illumination with a FITC filter. Photos were taken at a
magnification of 10X using the AxioVision software. Labeled axons were counted using the
NIH ImageJ software after a threshold size of 30 pixels was set. The number of labeled axons
was obtained starting at the crush site, as evident from the presence of the India Ink, at
increments of 300 μm, until labeled axons were no longer present.

Cytokine gene expression
Mice (n=8–9 WT and KO) were sacrificed 1 and 7 days after nerve crush and the nerve
containing the crush site was surgically removed for RNA extraction. Ipsilateral facial motor
nuclei were obtained as follows: Brains were fast frozen on dry ice and cut on a cryostat from
the anterior side. When the anterior end of the FMN started to appear, the brain was removed
from the cryostat and a 1 mm section was manually cut with an autoclaved razor blade. Using
an atlas and available landmarks as a guide, further cuts were made just dorsal and medial to
the FMN, and finally at the midline. While still frozen, nerve segments and ipsilateral FMN
blocks were transferred to microfuge tubes, and total RNA isolated using the RNeasy Micro
kit from Qiagen (Valencia, CA), reverse transcribed, and analyzed by real-time PCR. To obtain
primers, cDNA encoding TNF-α, IL-6, IL-4 and IFN-γ were first analysed for secondary
structures using M-fold software (BioRad). Portions of sequence lacking secondary structure
were imported into Oligo6 software (Molecular Biology Insights) to design highly stringent
primer sets. The following sequences of primers were used: for murine TNF-α, sense 5′-
CATCTTCTCAAAATTCGAGTGACA-3′ and antisense 5′-
TGGGAGTAGACAAGGTACAACCC-3′, for murine IL-6, sense 5′-
TTCCATCCAGTTGCCTTCTTG-3′ and antisense 5′-
TTGGGAGTGGTATCCTCTGTGA-3′, for murine IL-4, sense 5′-
CGAGGTCACAGGAGAAGGGA-3′ and antisense 5′-
AAGCCCTACAGACGAGCTCACT-3′, and for murine IFN-γ, sense 5′-
TGCTGATGGGAGGAGAGATGTCT-3′ and antisense 5′-
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TTTCTTTCAGGGACAGCCTGTT-3′. The GenBank accession numbers and numbers for the
5′ and 3′ ends of the nucleotides for the PCR products are as follows: TNF-α, NM_013693,
424-575; IL-6, NM_031168, 76-156; IL-4, NM_021283, 201-301; IFN-γ, NM_008337. To
standardize the experiments, we designed, using the same approach, a primer set (5′-
CCGGCTTGTATGCTATC-3′ and 5′-AGTTCATGTTCGGCTTC-3′, as sense and antisense,
respectively), for the mouse β-2-microglobulin gene. These primers amplified an 87-bp region
encoding the nucleotides 99–185 of the published sequence (MM2BMR) of the mouse mRNA.
Amplified TNF-α, IL-6, IL-4, IFN-γ and β2-microglobulin bands were cloned into PCRII and
sequenced to confirm identity. Real-time PCR was set up using Syber Green-containing
supermix from Biorad, for 50 cycles of a three-step procedure including a 30-s denaturation at
96 °C, a 30-s annealing at 60 °C, followed by a 30-s extension at 72°C. Amplification specificity
was assessed by melting curve. The formula used was 2−ΔCt, where ΔCt is the difference in
the Ct values for the target gene and the reference gene, β2-microglobulin (in each sample
assayed).

Assessment of microglia response and gliosis in the FMN
The microglia and astrocyte response in the FMN were assessed seven days after nerve crush
using antibodies to CD68 and GFAP, respectively (n=3 WT and KO). After perfusion in 4%
PFA, brains were post-fixed, cryoprotected in 20% sucrose overnight, and embedded in OCT.
Sections were cut on a cryostat at 12 μm and thaw mounted onto Superfrost slides, and then
stored at −70°C. Slides were warmed for 30 minutes to room temperature and washed 3×5
minutes in 1X PBS and blocked with 3% normal goat serum for 1 hour, and then either CD68
antibody (Serotec, catalog # MCA1957, clone FA-11) at a dilution of 1:100 or GFAP antibody
(Lab Vision Corporation, catalog # RB-087) at a dilution of 1:200 was applied to the sections
and then incubated overnight at 4°C. A secondary antibody conjugated to either FITC or Texas
Red was applied (1:200; Jackson Immuno Research Labs) for 1 hour. Slides were then washed
in PBS and coverslipped with Vectashield (Vector Labs) mounting medium. Cells were
counted on an Olympus microscope using fluorescent illumination.

Statistics
Except where otherwise indicated, differences between PACAP KO and WT mice were
compared using two-tailed Student’s t-tests. Differences were considered significant at p < .
05.

Results
Motor neuron survival after axotomy in PACAP-deficient mice

PACAP has been shown to act as a neuronal survival factor on cultured cerebellar granule,
sensory, autonomic and other types of neurons, and has been shown to promote neuron survival
in various in vivo experimental CNS injury paradigms (reviewed in (Waschek, 2002, Atlasz et
al., 2007, Botia et al., 2007)). Thus, it was of considerable interest to determine if lack of
endogenous PACAP results in impaired neuron survival after facial nerve axotomy. However,
we found no difference between the PACAP KO and WT mice with regards to motor neuron
survival 28 days after facial nerve axotomy. The mean numbers (+/− SEM) of surviving facial
motor neurons per section in WT mice on ipsilateral and contralateral sides (corrected by the
Abercrombie method for motor neuron profile size) were 5.5 +/− 0.3 and 7.9 +/− 1.0,
respectively in WT mice (survival = 70%), and 5.0+/−0.4 and 6.3+/0.7, respectively in PACAP
KO mice (survival = 79%); p > 0.05). Thus, in this model of motor nerve injury, deletion of
the PACAP gene resulted in no detectable differences in neuron survival.
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Recovery of reinnervation is delayed in PACAP KO mice
As a measure of nerve regeneration, we compared after crush injury the number of motor
neurons whose axons re-entered the whisker pads over time in WT and PACAP KO mice. This
was assessed by administering the retrograde tracer fluorogold into the whisker pad and lip at
6, 7, 9, and 12 days after nerve crush. In WT mice, recovery of retrograde transport was found
to begin at 7 days and be complete by 12 days. PACAP KO mice showed a significantly reduced
number of retrogradely labeled motor neurons at 7 days (Fig. 1 and 2), although by 12 days,
there clearly was no difference between these two groups (Fig. 2). These data indicate that
PACAP KO mice exhibit a delay in recovery of retrograde axonal transport to the whisker pads
after facial nerve crush.

Axonal growth is impaired in PACAP KO mice
The above results suggested that the growth of axons across and beyond the site of injury might
be impaired early after facial nerve crush. We thus performed immunohistochemistry using
GAP-43 on longitudinal sections to label regenerating axons just distal to the lesion site 24
hours after crush. The immunofluorescence assay revealed bright GAP-43 labeled regenerating
axons in the facial nerve distal to the crush site (Fig. 3, top two panels). Scoring of GAP-43
axons indicated that PACAP KO mice had significantly fewer labeled axons compared to WT
mice in the nerve segment 300 to 600 μm from the crush site, but not in the more proximal
segment (0 to 300 μm from the crush site) (Fig. 4A). In agreement with this result, quantification
of overall fluorescence optical density in the nerve segments was decreased in PACAP KO
mice, specifically in the more distal portion of the nerve (Fig. 4B). To confirm this result using
another marker, we used galanin immunoreactivity to label regenerating axons (Fig. 3 bottom
two panels). Again, this showed that PACAP KO mice had significantly reduced numbers of
regenerating axons than WT mice specifically in the nerve segment 300 to 600 μm from the
crush site (Fig. 5). Finally, to corroborate these data and to obtain quantitative information on
the number of regenerating axons in WT vs. PACAP KO mice, we performed GAP-43
immunohistochemistry on cross sections of regenerating nerve at multiple distances distal to
the nerve crush site three days after injury. These studies revealed that the mean number of
regenerating axons was decreased by about 20% in PACAP KO mice at all distances examined
to about 2.7 mm distal to the injury site (Fig. 6 and 7). On the other hand, the number of axons
in non-axotomized facial nerves, measured by NF160 immunohistochemistry, did not differ
between WT and PACAP KO mice (data not shown). Thus, direct visualization of regenerating
axons in the injured nerve provided evidence that axon regenerating is delayed in PACAP KO
mice, supporting the data obtained with the retrograde tracer fluorogold.

Altered microglial and cytokine response and normal astrogliosis in the FMN in PACAP KO
mice

The axon regeneration defect observed in PACAP KO mice could be due to an altered reaction
to injury in either the FMN where the motor neuron cell bodies reside, in the nerve crush site,
or both. Two well-characterized responses in the FMN after facial nerve injury are astrogliosis
and microglial proliferation/activation, both of which are confined to the ipsilateral FMN
(Moran and Graeber, 2004). To assess these responses, we performed immunohistochemistry
seven days after nerve crush using antibodies to glial fibrillary acidic protein (GFAP) and the
activated microglia marker CD68, respectively. These studies showed that astrogliosis did not
differ (Fig. 8A), but that the CD68+ microglia staining was increased in PACAP KO mice (Fig.
8B). Quantification of these responses determined by scoring the mean number GFAP and
CD68 positive cells showed that while the number of GFAP+ cells did not differ between WT
and PACAP KO mice (84 +/− 9 vs. 91 +/− 10, respectively, p > 0.05), WT animals had an
average of 71.7+/−4.6 CD68 labeled cells per 12 μm section while KO animals had an average
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of 88.5 +/− 7.1 positive cells (p < 0.05). On the contralateral side, essentially no cells were
labeled with the GFAP antibody, and only 5-10 cells/section were CD68+.

The fact that the response of microglia (resident macrophages in the CNS) was altered in
PACAP KO mice suggested that the immune response to nerve injury might be different in
WT vs. PACAP deficient mice. We thus measured in the ipsilateral FMN changes in gene
expression of four representative cytokines, three which are considered proinflammatory
(TNF-α, IL-6, and IFN-γ), and one which is considered anti-inflammatory (IL-4). Remarkably,
the levels of proinflammatory cytokine mRNAs were eight to ten-fold higher in PACAP KO
compared to WT mice (Fig. 9). Conversely, mRNA levels of the anti-inflammatory cytokine
IL-4 were significantly reduced, albeit moderately. Thus PACAP KO mice exhibited an
amplified inflammatory response in the FMN after facial nerve crush.

PACAP KO mice show an exaggerated immune response in the regenerating nerve
The fact the cytokine response in the FMN was altered in PACAP KO mice suggested that the
immune response in the injured nerve might be also be affected. We thus examined the cytokine
response at the crush site one and seven days after crush. The cytokine responses observed
were similar to that observe in the FMN. One day after nerve crush, mRNA levels for the
proinflammatory cytokines TNF-α, IL-6, and IFN-γ were 8- to 12-fold higher in PACAP KO
vs. WT mice (Fig. 10). Levels of IL-4 gene expression were very low at this time, and not
different between genotypes. Seven days after injury, the differences in proinflammatory
cytokine mRNA levels were less pronounced between WT and PACAP KO mice. In contrast,
levels of the anti-inflammatory cytokine IL-4 mRNA were greatly reduced in PACAP KO mice
at this time (Fig. 11). Thus, like in the FMN, PACAP KO mice exhibited a greatly amplified
inflammatory response at the peripheral nerve crush site

Discussion
An abundance of in vivo and in vitro data indicates that exogenous PACAP can act on
developing or injured neurons to promote their survival (Vaudry et al., 2000, Waschek,
2002). Tissue cultures studies also indicate that PACAP can stimulate neurite outgrowth
(Waschek, 2002), guide growth cones from immature neurons (Guirland et al., 2003) and
regulate myelinogenesis (Lee et al., 2001), suggesting that PACAP might also act in the process
of axon regeneration after injury. The generation of a PACAP deficient mouse model provides
an opportunity to determine if endogenous PACAP plays a role these processes. We chose to
utilize the facial nerve injury paradigm to study the role of PACAP in injury because 1) PACAP
gene expression is strongly induced in motor neurons in this model (Armstrong et al., 2003),
2) the lesions (crush or axotomy) are simple, reproducible, and occur outside the brain, and 3)
the response to both crush and axotomy are well characterized in the literature. Our results
show that although loss of PACAP did not lead to a reduction in motor neuron survival, axon
regeneration was significantly delayed. The delayed regeneration was associated with an
enhanced microglial reaction in the FMN, and significantly increased levels of
proinflammatory cytokine gene expression in both the FMN and nerve crush site. In contrast,
mRNA levels were reduced for IL-4, a cytokine known to inhibit inflammation by blocking
macrophage activity. However, the relationship between the observed inflammation changes
and the nerve regeneration defect in PACAP KO mice is unknown. Additional study will be
required to determine if the inflammatory differences are mechanistically linked to the
regeneration defect.

The altered cytokine response observed in PACAP KO mice is consistent with data indicating
that PACAP exerts immunomodulatory actions via high affinity receptors expressed on
macrophages and T lymphocytes (reviewed in (Delgado et al., 2004). T lymphocyte
accumulation into injured peripheral nerves and into the FMN of facial nerve axotomized
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rodents has been demonstrated (Raivich et al., 1998, Moalem et al., 1999). Two well-studied
immunomodulatory actions of PACAP and VIP (acting primarily via receptors which interact
with both peptides) are their ability to inhibit the production and release of proinflammatory
cytokines like TNF-α and IL-6 from macrophages, and to promote the balance of T helper (Th)
cytokines from Th1 to Th2 (characterized by the prototype cytokines IFN-γ and IL-4,
respectively). It is notable that PACAP KO mice exhibited an enhanced Th1/Th2 cytokine ratio
in injured tissue, as exhibited by higher IFN-γ and lower IL-4 mRNA levels compared to WT
mice (Figs. 9–11). Thus, the cytokine response in nerve-injured PACAP KO mice was altered,
with excess production of proinflammatory cytokines. Although it remains to be determined
if the altered cytokine response is responsible for the facial nerve regeneration defect in PACAP
KO mice, certain evidence points to this possibility. First, it is known that SCID mice, which
lack functional lymphocytes, show reduced facial motor neuron survival after axotomy (Serpe
et al., 1999), and a strong delay in nerve regeneration in the facial crush model, a defect that
is rescued by preinfusion of splenocytes from normal mice (Serpe et al., 2002). Thus, the
immune system clearly plays a role in axonal regeneration in this model. Second, in the
experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis (EAE), Th1 cytokines predominate and mediate
inflammatory damage, whereas Th2 cytokines have been associated with remissions and
recovery from disease (Khoury et al., 1992). In fact, PACAP administration was recently shown
to inhibit the clinical symptoms and pathological manifestations in MOG35-55-induced EAE,
and inhibit the production of the Th1 cytokine IFN-γ in MOG-specific T lymphocytes (Kato
et al., 2004). Our data, on the other hand, shows that loss of PACAP results in an unbalanced
cytokine response after nerve crush, with a bias towards a pro-inflammatory Th1 phenotype.
Thus, one function of PACAP after nerve and perhaps other types of injury might be to delimit
and/or provide temporal control of the inflammatory immune response.

As already discussed, it remains to be determined if the altered immune response in PACAP
KO mice is causally related to the nerve regeneration defect. The impairment might also be
related to the ability of PACAP to act directly on neurons to induce axonal regrowth. PACAP
has been shown to induce neuritogenesis in at least three different primary cell culture models,
sympathetic neuroblasts, cortical precursors and cerebellar granule cells (reviewed in
(Waschek, 2002)) and to induce turning of growth cones of embryonic Xenopus spinal cord
neurons (Guirland et al., 2003). Moreover, VIP has been shown to increase the in vitro Schwann
cell production of laminin, which is a potential substrate for regenerating axons (Zhang et al.,
1996). On the other hand, exogenous PACAP was unable to stimulate neurite outgrowth after
nerve crush in nodose ganglia/vagal explants, a model which does not allow influx of immune
cells into the injured nerve (Reimer et al., 1999).

We did not observe an effect of loss of PACAP on either motor neuron survival after axotomy.
This was surprising given the data indicating that exogenous PACAP is neuroprotective in in
vivo stroke and other CNS injury models (Reglodi et al., 2000, Takei et al., 2000, Reglodi et
al., 2002), and that PACAP has been shown to act as a survival factor on numerous types of
immature neurons, including motor neurons (Arimura et al., 1994). Among the many reasons
that could explain this negative finding, the loss of PACAP could be compensated for by
another peptide, such as VIP. This peptide is 70% homologous to PACAP, shares two if its
receptors (VPAC1 and VPAC2), and is also strongly induced in this model (Armstrong et al.,
2003). We observed that PACAP-preferring receptor (PAC1) gene expression decreased by
about 80% in facial motor neurons after facial nerve axotomy in rats, whereas VPAC2 mRNA
levels did not significantly change (Zhou et al., 1999).

While the data presented here indicate that PACAP can modulate the inflammatory response
after nerve injury, other data indicate that inflammation itself can induce PACAP expression
in neurons. For example, administration of complete Freund’s adjuvant to the rat paw was
shown to induce PACAP expression in sensory neurons (Zhang et al., 1998). On the basis of
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those findings, we investigated in other studies the possibility that the immune response after
facial nerve injury contributes to the upregulation of PACAP in the affected facial motor
neurons. First we found that that induction of PACAP mRNA after facial nerve injury was
mimicked by local application of an inflammatory stimuli to the nerve (Armstrong et al.,
2004b), and that the PACAP inductions after either axotomy or nerve inflammation were
blocked in SCID mice (Armstrong et al., 2003, Armstrong et al., 2004b). The loss of PACAP
gene expression in SCID mice after axotomy was fully reversed by an infusion of normal
splenocytes (Armstrong et al., 2003) or by an infusion of CD4+ T lymphocytes (Armstrong et
al., 2004a). The latter suggested that the induction of PACAP mRNA requires inflammatory
mediators from T helper lymphocytes. In the most recent experiments, the induction of PACAP
was found to be attenuated in STAT-6, but not STAT-4 KO mice (Armstrong et al., 2006),
suggesting that the Th2 response is necessary for the axotomy-induced upregulation of PACAP
gene expression. The deficient Th2 response observed here in nerve-lesioned PACAP KO mice
suggest that one action of endogenous PACAP is to promote or facilitate a Th2 response. Thus
a Th2-mediated induction of PACAP might serve as a positive regulatory loop to amplify the
Th2 response and thereby reinforce anti-inflammatory actions of PACAP on macrophages and/
or microglia.
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EAE  

experimental autoimmune encephalomyelitis

FG  
fluorogold

FMN  
facial motor nucleus

GFAP  
glial fibriallary acidic protein

IFN  
interferon

IL  
interleukin

KO  
knockout

NF  
neurofilament

PACAP  
pituitary adenylyl cyclase activating peptide

PBS  
phosphate-buffered saline
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paraformaldehyde

Th  
T helper

TNF  
tumor necrosis factor

VIP  
vasoactive intestinal peptide

WT  
wild type
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Fig. 1. FG retrograde labeling of facial motor neurons 7 days after nerve crush in WT and PACAP
KO mice
FG (2 μl of a 2% water solution) was injected bilaterally into both the whisker pad and the
upper lip seven days after nerve crush. Two days later, animals were perfused and brain sections
visualized.
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Fig. 2. Time course of recovery of FG retrograde transport in WT and PACAP KO mice subjected
to facial nerve crush
FG was injected as described in the Fig. 1 legend at 6, 7, 9, and 12 days after nerve crush. No
labeling was observed in mice on day 6. The box across the top indicates the mean number +/
− SEM of labeled neurons on the contralateral side over the course of the experiment.
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Fig. 3. Visualization of regenerating nerves after nerve crush in WT and PACAP KO mice by
GAP-43 and galanin immunofluorescence
24 hr after WT and PACAP KO mice were subjected to nerve crush, the nerves and surrounding
musculature were surgically removed and fixed. Sections were stained with anti-GAP-43
(upper two panels) and anti-galanin (lower panels). Pictures were taken with a Zeiss camera
on an Olympus microscope using fluorescent illumination with a FITC filter. The size bar in
the top panel is 100 μM and corresponds to all photos. The crush site is near, or just to the left
of, the center of each photo. The distal regenerating part of the nerve is to the right.
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Fig. 4. Quantification of regenerating axons in longitudinal nerve segments of WT and PACAP KO
mice by GAP-43 immunofluorescence
Nerve segments from WT and PACAP KO mice (n= 4 each) were dissected 24 hour after crush
and subjected to Gap-43 immunohistochemistry as in Fig. 3 Serial images were digitized and
quantified using the NIH Image (Scion) program. Panel A shows the mean number of GAP-43
immunofluorescent fibers in segments 0–300 and 300–600 microns distal to the nerve crush
site in WT and KO mice. Panel B shows the overall fluorescence (optical density) in the same
segments.
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Fig. 5. Quantification of regenerating axons in longitudinal nerve segments of WT and PACAP KO
mice by galanin immunofluorescence
Nerve segments from WT (n=6) and PACAP KO (n=4) mice were dissected 24 hour after crush
and subjected to galanin immunohistochemistry as in Fig. 3 Serial images were digitized and
quantified using the NIH Image (Scion) program. Panel A shows the mean number of galanin
immunofluorescent fibers in segments 0–300 and 300–600 microns distal to the nerve crush
site in WT and KO mice.
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Fig. 6. GAP-43 immunofluorescence on cross sections of regenerating facial nerves
Photomicrographs show representative sections of regenerating nerves from a WT (A) and
PACAP KO mouse (B) at a distance 1.5 mm distal to the crush site.
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Fig. 7. Quantification of regenerating axons in nerve cross sections by GAP-43 immunofluorescence
at various distances distal to the crush site of WT and PACAP KO mice
Nerve segments from WT (n=4) and PACAP KO mice (n=5) were dissected 24 hour after
crush, cut as cross sections, and subjected to GAP-43 immunohistochemistry. Serial images
were digitized and quantified using the NIH ImageJ program. Differences between WT
(squares) and PACAP KO mice (triangles) were significant at all distances less than 2.7 mm
from the injury site at the level of p<0.01 (mixed model for repeated measures).
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Fig. 8. Nerve crush-induced glial response in the FMN of WT vs. PACAP KO mice
Seven days after nerve crush, WT and PACAP KO mice were perfused. Brains were removed,
post-fixed, and embedded in OCT. Sections containing the FMN were stained with GFAP (A,
B) and CD68 antibodies (C, D). Secondary antibodies conjugated to FITC or Texas Red were
used, respectively. The ipsilateral nucleus is shown. The mean numbers of CD68+ and GFAP
+ cells on contralateral side were less than 10 and 2, respectively, and did not differ between
WT and PACAP KO mice.
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Fig. 9. Cytokine gene expression profiles in the facial motor nucleus of WT and PACAP KO mice
WT and PACAP KO mice were subjected to nerve crush. Seven days later, brains were
dissected, fast frozen on dry ice, and cut on a cryostat from the anterior side to the level of the
facial motor nucleus with the aid of an atlas and landmarks. Cuts were made with an autoclaved
razor blade just dorsal and medial to the facial motor nucleus, and finally about 1 mm deep.
Samples were transferred to microfuge tubes, and total RNA was isolated, reverse transcribed,
and analyzed by real-time PCR using primers for TNF-α, IFN-γ, IL-6, and IL-4 mRNAs. The
units given are for the cytokine genes relative to β2-microglobin on the ipsilateral side. The
graph represents data obtained from one experiment with n=8–9 mice. Statistical analysis was
performed by Student’s t-test with *p<0.05, **p<0.01.
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Fig. 10. Cytokine mRNA profiles in WT and PACAP KO mice 24 hours after nerve crush
Regenerating nerve segments were collected from WT and PACAP KO mice and transferred
to microfuge tubes. Total RNA was isolated, reverse transcribed, and analyzed by real-time
PCR using primers for TNF-α, IFN-γ, IL-6, and IL-4 mRNAs. The units given are for the
cytokine genes relative to β2-microglobin on the ipsilateral side. The graph represents data
obtained from one experiment with n=8–9 mice. Statistical analysis was performed by
Student’s t-test with *p<0.05, **p<0.01.
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Fig. 11. Cytokine mRNA profiles in WT and PACAP KO mice seven days after nerve crush
Regenerating nerve segments were collected from WT and PACAP KO mice and transferred
to microfuge tubes. Total RNA was isolated, reverse transcribed, and analyzed by real-time
PCR using primers for TNF-α, IFN-γ, IL-6, and IL-4 mRNAs. The units given are for the
cytokine genes relative to β2-microglobin on the ipsilateral side. The graph represents data
obtained from one experiment with n=8–9 mice. Statistical analysis was performed by
Student’s t-test with *p<0.05, **p<0.01.
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