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The toxicity of lead (Pb) to fungi in pure culture was influenced by several
abiotic factors: pH, inorganic anions, clay minerals, and particulate (humic acid)
and soluble organic matter. The toxicity of Pb was potentiated under acidic
conditions (pH 5 and 6), and phosphate or carbonate anions reduced the toxicity,
apparently as a result of the formation of sparingly soluble Pb salts. Clay minerals
(montmorillonite > attapulgite > kaolinite) and particulate humic acid protected
against the toxicity of Pb, presumably as the result of sorption, by cation exchange,
of the Pb to the exchange complexes, which reduced its availability for uptake by
the fungi. Soluble organics, such as tryptone, yeast extract, cysteine, succinic acid,
and increasing concentrations of neopeptone, also reduced the toxicity of Pb.

Industrialization and domestic activities have
resulted in increased mobilization and deposi-
tion of heavy-metal pollutants, including lead
(Pb), in natural habitats. Elevated concentra-
tions of Pb in soils and vegetation have been
attributed to Pb-containing products from the
combustion of leaded gasoline (22), liquid and
vapor wastes from coal-burning and metal-
smelting activities, and Pb-arsenate pesticides
and phosphate fertilizers (21). The average con-
centration of Pb in a variety of soils in Canada
ranged from 100 ug/g in soil from rural areas, to
200 to 300 pg/g in soils from urban areas, to 300
to 400 pg/g in soils near highways, and up to
21,000 pg/g in soils near a secondary smelter
(24). The average background concentration of
Pb in soils from Western Canada was 9.1 ug/g,
with a range from 0.6 to 180.4 ug/g, whereas soils
near a battery factory had concentrations rang-
ing from 106 to 59,580 pug/g (19). Elevated con-
centrations of Pb in soils near smelting com-
plexes were also found at Palmerton, Pa. (8),
and at Avonmouth, England (25).

Most studies of the toxicology of Pb have
focused on human beings (15) and plants (20),
and there have been few studies on the effects
of Pb on microorganisms. Some bacteria appear
to be capable of immobilizing substantial quan-
tities of Pb in their cell walls/cell membranes
without injurious effects on cell viability (42),
and some strains of Staphylococcus aureus con-
tain plasmids that confer resistance to several
heavy metals, including Pb, as well as to peni-
cillin (28). Other bacteria (36, 45) methylated Pb
(added as trimethyl Pb acetate) to volatile tet-
ramethyl Pb, which was inhibitory to growth
and photosynthesis of algae. Inorganic Pb (i.e.,
Pb**) also inhibited growth and photosynthesis

of marine algae (7, 26) and cyanobacteria (26),
nitrogen fixation by cyanobacteria (17), germi-
nation of spores and mycelial growth of fungi
(10, 37-39), and growth of protozoa (11, 33).

Heavy-metal pollutants, including Pb, also af-
fect many subtle microbial activities and inter-
actions. A concentration of 5 umol of Pb per g of
soil (as Pb acetate) inhibited nitrogen minerali-
zation (23), whereas 121 umol of Pb acetate per
g of soil increased nitrification in a mull soil (43).
The addition of 2 mg of Pb per g of soil (as Pb
acetate), either coincident with or after amend-
ment with maltose, starch, or sucrose, decreased
microbial synthesis of a-glucosidase, amylase,
and invertase, respectively (12). The microbiota
of soils (L. M. Hartman, Am. J. Bot. 61[Suppl.]:
23, 1974) and of the leaf surface of plants (14)
from sites heavily contaminated with Pb and
other heavy metals had a lower species diversity
than did soils and plants from noncontaminated
sites.

Studies with cadmium (2-4), zinc (5), and
mercury (H. Babich and G. Stotzky, Crit. Rev.
Microbiol,, in press) have shown the influence of
abiotic environmental factors on attenuating or
potentiating the toxicity of heavy metals to mi-
crobes. As there is relatively little information
on the responses of fungi to Pb (32) and on the
influence of environmental factors on Pb toxic-
ity, the effect of some physicochemical charac-
teristics (i.e., pH, inorganic anionic composition,
clay minerals, soluble and insoluble organic mat-
ter) on the toxicity of Pb to representative soil
fungi in pure culture was studied.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Squrce and maintenance of fungi. Filamentous
fungi were obtained from the culture collection of the
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Laboratory of Microbial Ecology at New York Uni-
versity. Botrytis cinerea, Cunninghamella echinu-
lata, Aspergillus giganteus, Aspergillus niger, Fusar-
ium solani, Penicillium brefeldianum, Trichoderma
viride, and Rhizoctonia solani were grown and main-
tained on Sabouraud dextrose agar (Difco), pH 5.6, at
25°C.

Description of experiments. Fungi were grown
on Sabouraud dextrose agar, and after incubation for
several days at 25°C, circular plugs (3 to 5 mm in
diameter) made with a sterile metal cork borer were
transferred, with the fungal growth up, to the center
of petri dishes containing a minimal nutrient agar
(1.0% glucose, 0.5% neopeptone, 0.1% NH,NO;, and
1.5% agar [Difco], adjusted to pH 5 with HCl) una-
mended or amended with Pb as Pb(NOs),. To study
the influence of pH on Pb toxicity, the medium was
adjusted to pH 5 (with HCI), 6, 7, 8, or 9 (with NaOH).
To determine the influence of phosphate (PO*") and
carbonate (CO3*") anions on Pb toxicity, the medium
was supplemented with 10° M Na,HPO, or Na,CO;.
In some studies, the clay minerals kaolinite (Kaolin,
Fisher Scientific Co.), montmorillonite (Bentonite,
Fisher Scientific Co.), and attapulgite (Attagel, Min-
erals and Chemicals, Phillipp Corp.) were added to the
medium, unamended and amended with Pb. The cat-
ion-exchange capacity of the clays, in milliequivalents
per 100 g of clay, was 5.8 for kaolinite, 34.0 for atta-
pulgite, and 97.7 for montmorillonite (41). In other
studies, soluble organics (peptone, neopeptone,
tryptone, yeast extract [all Difco], cysteine, and suc-
cinic acid) and insoluble particulate organic matter
(humic acid [Aldrich Chemical Co., Inc.]) were added
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to the medium, with and without Pb.

After various periods of incubation at 25°C, the
diameters of mycelial growth (in four directions) and
the radial growth rates (in millimeters per day) were
determined (5). Mycelial growth was usually measured
on days 2 and 3 after inoculation for B. cinerea, C.
echinulata, and T. viride, on days 3 and 4 for R. solani
and A. niger, and on days 3 and 5 for F. solani, A.
giganteus, and P. brefeldianum; however, measure-
ments of growth were made after longer time intervals
on agars containing inhibitory concentrations of Pb.
Three petri dishes were used for each concentration
of Pb and all other permutations, and each experiment
was repeated at least once. The data are expressed as
the mean + standard error of the mean.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

R. solani was the most sensitive fungus to Pb,
as mycelial growth rates were initially reduced
at 10 ug of Pb per ml and progressively decreased
as the concentration of Pb was increased until,
at 500 pug of Pb per ml, no growth occurred
(Table 1). Mycelial growth rates of A. giganteus
were initially reduced at 50 ug of Pb per ml, and
no growth was evident at 500 ug of Pb per ml. F.
solani, T. viride, and C. echinulata exhibited
significant decreases in mycelial growth at 100
ug of Pb per ml, and limited growth of T. viride
and C. echinulata, but not of F. solani, was
evident at 1,000 ug of Pb per ml. B. cinerea and

TaBLE 1. Influence of lead on mycelial growth of fungi

Myecelial growth rate (mm/day)® at Pb concn (pg/ml) of:

Fungus
0o 10 50 100 500 1,000

Rhizoctonia solani 8.4 + 0.46 6.6 + 0.36 3.0 £ 0.52 0.6 £ 0.14 0 0

(100  5.5)° (79 £ 4.3) (36 + 6.2) (7+1.7) 0) 0)

Aspergillus gigan- 4.8+ 0.10 4.7+ 0.27 22+ 0.15 1.0 £ 0.09 0 0

teus (100 £ 2.1) (98 £ 5.6) (46 + 3.2) (21 £ 1.8) 0) (0)

Fusarium solani 4.9 + 0.20 5.2 £ 0.08 4.8 £ 0.09 34+033 08=%0.08 0

(100 £ 4.0) (104 £ 1.6) (98 £ 1.9) 69+£69) (16 1.6) 0)
Trichoderma viride 13.1 £ 0.16 13.1 £ 0.33 12.3 +£ 0.22 109+0.13 20+£0.15 1.7+ 0.15
(100 £ 1.1) (100 £ 2.4) 94+ 1.7) 83+10 (1518 (13+1.1)
Cunninghamella 9.0 + 0.54 8.5+ 0.24 8.2 + 0.08 60+021 11+0.18 0.6 +0.29
echinulata (100 + 6.0) 95+ 2.7) (91 £ 0.8) 6723 (12x20) (7 £3.2)
Botrytis cinerea 9.3+ 0.38 10.1 £ 0.17 9.8 + 0.37 1.3+033 13+0.29 0.4 +0.08
(100 + 3.7) (109 + 1.8) (106 + 4.0) (96 + 3.6) (14 + 3.2) (4 £0.9)
Penicillium brefel- 2.6 + 0.05 2.6 + 0.08 2.7 £ 0.05 26+008 11x0.13 0.3+ 0.11
dianum (100 + 1.8) (100 £ 3.2) (102 + 2.0) (100 £ 3.2) (44 £ 5.0) (10 + 4.3)
Aspergillus niger 6.0 £ 0.16 6.1 £0.13 6.0+ 0.14 5.7+ 0.21 5.8+ 0.15 6.2 + 0.16
(100 £ 2.6) (103 + 2.2) (100 + 2.4) (95 + 3.5) (98 + 2.5) (105 £+ 2.7)

@ Mean radial growth + standard error of the mean.

® Number in parentheses is mean percentage of control * standard error of the mean.
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P. brefeldianum exhibited reduced growth ihi-
tially at 500 ug of Pb per ml, and A. niger was
not inhibited by 1,000 ug of Pb per- ml. The
relative sensitivity to Pb of the fungi was R.
solani > A. giganteus > F. solani > T. viride,
C. echinulata, B. cinerea > P. brefeldianum >
A. niger (Table 1). The mycelial growth of some
phylloplane fungi, e.g., Pleurophomella sp., Ep-
icoccum sp., Pestalotiopsis sp., and Aureobasi-
dium pullulans, was also inhibited by Pb at
comparable concentrations (37, 38).

The pH of the medium influenced the re-
sponse of the fungi to Pb: the toxicity of 1,000
pg of Pb per ml to T. viride progressively de-
creased as the pH was increased from 5 to 9, and
the toxicity of 2,000 ug of Pb per ml to A. niger
was greatest at pH 5 and 6 and was reduced at
pH 7, 8, or 9 (Table 2). The inorganic form of Pb
is pH dependent: at pH 5 and below, Pb exists
as the divalent cation, Pb**; at pH 6, approxi-
mately 50% exists as Pb** and 50% as the mon-
ohydroxylated species, PbOH*; at pH 7, approx-
imately 70% occurs as PbOH"* and 30% as Pb%*;
and at pH 8 to 9, almost all the Pb exists as
PbOH* (16). Polynuclear coordination com-

TaBLE 2. Influence of pH on the toxicity of lead to
mycelial growth of fungi

Growth rate % of con-

Treatment

Fungus (mm/day)* trol®
Trichoderma pH5noPb 179+037 100x21
viride (Pb, pH 5; Pb 1.3+0.14 7+£08
1,000 pg/ml)
pH6,noPb 166+0.14 100+ 0.8
pH 6; Pb 2.4+ 0.59 15+ 3.6
pH 7, noPb 158+0.38 100+ 24
pH 7; Pb 33x0.15 20+ 0.9
pH8 noPb 142+041 10029
pH 8; Pb 4.3+ 0.40 30+28
pH9noPb 128+066 100+52
pH 9; Pb 7.8 +0.27 61 + 2.1
Aspergillus ni- pH 5; no Pb 64+013 100x19
ger (Pb, 2,000 pH 5; Pb 1.6 + 0.71 25+ 11.2
pg/ml)
pH 6; no Pb 71+029 100+ 4.0
pH 6; Pb 22+ 0.75 31+ 105
pH 7; no Pb 69+012 100x 18
pH 7; Pb 46+009 6713
pH 8; no Pb 67+0.10 100x15
pH 8; Pb 43+028 66%56
pH 9; no Pb 68+0.18 100+26
pH 9; Pb 4.4 = 0.09 64 + 1.3

“ Mean radial growth * standard error of the mean.
" Mean percentage of control + standard error of the mean
(control = no Pb at an equivalent pH).
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plexes, e.g., Pb,OH?*, Pby(OH)**, Pby(OH),**,
and Pbs(OH)s**, also form at alkaline pH levels
(29, 30). The reduction in the toxicity of Pb to
T. viride and A. niger as the pH of the medium
was increased may have reflected the differential
toxicities of Pb** and PbOH* and the polynu-
clear complexes, with the latter species being
less toxic. However, the decreases in toxicity
with increases in pH may also have been a result
of the more efficient competition of Pb (whether
as Pb?*, PbOH*, or polynuclear complexes) with
protons (H*) for the organic matter in the me-
dium (which became more negatively charged
as the pH was increased), and the complexed
forms of Pb were less toxic than the free forms
(Babich and Stotzky, in press).

The addition of 10 M PO~ or CO3* to the
medium reduced the toxicity of 100 ug of Pb per
ml to F. solani and A. giganteus, with the
greater reductions occurring with PO,** (Table
3), presumably as the result of the formation of
sparingly soluble Pb3(PO,)., and PbCO;. A white
precipitate was evident upon addition of PO~
or CO3*" to the Pb-amended medium. The tox-
icity of Pb to growth of Chlamydomonas rein-
hardtii was also reduced by the incorporation of
PO,* into the medium (35), and the toxicity of
Pb to Tetrahymena pyriformis was greater in
soft (20 mg of CaCO; per liter) than in hard (400
mg of CaCO; per liter) water (11), possibly due
to the formation of greater quantities of PbCO;
in the hard water. Similarly, the sparingly solu-
ble Pb salts, PbO, PbS, and PbCO;.Pb(OH)s,,
were not toxic to A. niger, whereas equivalent
concentrations of free Pb** were highly toxic
(46). Apparently, Pb in the form of sparingly
soluble inorganic salts is less available for uptake
by microbes than is free Pb.

The toxicity of 1,500 ug of Pb per ml towards
the mycelial growth of T. viride and C. echinu-
lata was reduced by the incorporation of 1%
(wt/vol) attapulgite or montmorillonite, but not
of kaolinite, into the medium. Increasing the
concentrations of the clays from 1 to 3% pro-
gressively reduced the toxicity of 250 ug of Pb
per ml to A. giganteus, R. solani, F. solani, and
C. echinulata, and at equivalent concentrations
of clay, the sequence of protection was mont-
morillonite > attapulgite > kaolinite (Table 4).
Kaolinite, attapulgite, illite, and montmorillon-
ite have been shown to adsorb Pb and, thereby,
remove the metal from solution (13, 27). By
exchanging the Pb in the medium for the cations
(e.g., Ca®, Mg®*, K*, Na*, H*) on the exchange
complex of the clays, the amount of free Pb
available for uptake by the fungi was reduced.
Montmorillonite and, to a lesser extent, kaolinite
also provided protection to bacteria, including
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TaBLE 3. Influence of carbonate and phosphate on the toxicity of lead (100 ug/ml) to mycelial growth of

fungi
Mycelial growth rate (% of control®)
Treatment

Fusarium solani Aspergillus giganteus
No Pb 49009 (100 +1.8) 54+ 021 (100 £ 3.9)
Pb 36007 (73x1.8) 1.2+010 (22+19)
107> M Na,CO; + no Pb 43021 (100 £ 4.9) 33+0.14 (100 £ 4.2)
107* M Na,CO; + Pb 39006 (9214 1.9+0.10 (57 £3.1)
107 M Na;HPO, + no Pb 44+ 026 (100 % 5.8) 1.9 £ 021 (100 £ 11.2)
10~ M Na,HPO, + Pb 42+037 (96 +84) 2.1+006 (111 +3.2)

“ Mean radial growth, in millimeters per day, + standard error of the mean.
» Mean percentage of control + standard error of the mean (control = no Pb and an equivalent concentration

of phosphate or carbonate).

TABLE 4. Influence of increasing concentrations of kaolinite (K), attapulgite (A), or montmorillonite (M) on
the toxicity of lead (250 ug/ml) to mycelial growth of fungi

Mycelial growth rate® (% of control®)

Treatment C ingh lla echi
Aspergillus giganteus Rhizoctonia solani Fusarium solani unntng (;Z;fz @ echinu-
No Pb 4.9 £ 0.15 (100 + 3.7) 7.1 £0.33 (100 + 4.7) 4.9 + 0.11 (100 * 2.5) 8.0 + 0.36 (100 + 4.5)
Pb 04+0.11 (9x28) 0 (0) 2.0+ 020 (40 +4.0) 1.8+0.09 (23x1.1)
1% K + no Pb 5.1 £ 0.26 (100 * 5.0) 7.3 +£0.38 (100 £ 5.3) 5.1 £0.11 (100 + 2.2) 7.1 £ 0.11 (100 £ 1.6)
1% K + Pb 1.8 £0.15 (32+24) 06+018 (9+25) 23+0.13 (45+ 2.5) 21+£0.08 (29+1.1)
2% K + no Pb 5.5 +£0.19 (100 % 3.5) 7.7 £ 0.62 (100 + 8.0) 4.8 £0.09 (100 £ 1.9) 7.3 £0.19 (100 + 2.6)
2% K + Pb 21+0.12 (38+23) 14 +028 (17 + 3.6) 26+£0.12 (63x2.5) 28 £0.16 (38+*22)
3% K + no Pb 5.5+ 0.19 (100 + 3.4) 7.5+ 0.54 (100 + 7.3) 5.0 £ 0.12 (100 + 2.3) 7.8 £ 0.20 (100 + 2.5)
3% K + Pb 23+008 (41 14) 1.7+ 028 (22+3.7) 28 +0.15 (55 3.0) 34017 (44zx21
1% A + no Pb 6.0 £ 0.10 (100 *+ 1.7) 7.0 £ 0.32 (100 + 4.6) 5.2 + 0.05 (100 £ 1.0) 8.8 +£0.25 (100 + 2.9)
1% A + Pb 42+ 024 (70 % 4.0) 20+£029 (29+4.1) 34+0.12 (66 2.3) 5.1+0.39 (58 4.4)
2% A + no Pb 5.2 +0.37 (100 £ 7.1) 8.6 +0.19 (100 *+2.2) 5.1 £ 0.05 (100 + 0.9) 7.5+ 0.18 (100 + 2.4)
2% A + Pb 51+028 (99+5.3) 30+026 (35+3.1) 5.0+ 0.03 (97 +0.6) 6.4 +£0.36 (85 4.8)
3% A + no Pb 4.7 + 0.12 (100 % 2.6) 8.0 +£0.24 (100 +2.9) 5.1+ 0.14 (100 + 2.8) 7.5+ 0.14 (100 = 1.9)
3% A + Pb 4.9 + 0.06 (104 + 1.3) 34015 (43£20) 54 = 0.08 (105 * 1.6) 73+028 (97+3.7)
1% M + no Pb 6.0 £ 0.12 (100 = 2.1) 7.2 £0.49 (100 £ 6.7) 5.2 +£0.09 (100 £ 1.7) 8.2 £ 0.42 (100 + 5.2)
1% M + Pb 49+012 (8119 2.8 +022 (39 3.0) 5.0+ 0.03 (97 +0.6) 7.7+032 (94+39)
2% M + no Pb 54 + 0.26 (100 + 4.8) 7.1 £ 0.53 (100 + 7.5) 5.2 +£0.07 (100 = 1.3) 6.5 £ 0.15 (100 + 2.4)
2% M + Pb 52 +0.08 (96 * 1.5) 45+ 035 (6349 5.2 +0.03 (100 = 0.6) 6.9 + 0.19 (106 = 3.0)
3% M + no Pb 4.7 £ 0.05 (100 = 1.1) 5.9 + 0.68 (100 = 11.4) 5.2 £ 0.06 (100 = 1.1) 6.3 = 0.33 (100 + 5.2)
3% M + Pb 4.8 £ 0.11 (103 = 2.3) 46 +0.11 (78 1.9) 5.2 £ 0.07 (100 = 1.3) 6.9 + 0.20 (110 = 3.1)

“ Mean radial growth, in millimeters per day, + standard error of the mean.
» Mean percentage of control + standard error of the mean (control = no Pb + an equivalent concentration of clay).

actinomycetes, and fungi against inhibitory lev-
els of cadmium (3).

To determine the mechanism whereby the
clays differentially protected the fungi against
the inhibitory effects of Pb, the concentrations
of the clays were converted to reflect their cat-
ion-exchange capacity. The sequence of protec-
tion provided by the clays was correlated with
the sequence of the cation-exchange capacity of

the clays (Fig. 1). The curve of F. solani (which
was essentially the same as those for C. echinu-
lata and A. giganteus) showed typical satura-
tion kinetics: i.e., as the cation-exchange capac-
ity was increased, more Pb was adsorbed on the
exchange complex of the clays until a point was
reached at which the concentration of free Pb
inhibitory to fungal growth was reduced and
further increases in cation-exchange capacity did
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quate to sequester completely .the inhibitory
quantities of free Pb.
Incorporation of particulate humic acid into

not provide additional protection. With R. so-
lani, the fungus most sensitive to Pb, the cation-
exchange capacity of the medium was not ade-

? -
]

Fusarium

+oly

100 |

solani

80

Rhizoctonia solani

250 Wg/mil Pb

20 Kaolinite

Attapulgite

()

le) Montmorillonite
1 1

30

MYCELIAL GROWTH RATE (% of control)

1
10 20

CATION EXCHANGE CAPACITY (meq x10-3/mI)

F1G. 1. Effect of cation-exchange capacity on the growth of Fusarium solani and Rhizoctonia solani in the
presence of 250 pg of Pb per ml, as Pb(NOy);. Lead was added in combination with 0, 1, 2, or 3% kaolinz:te,
attapulgite, or montmorillonite. Percentages for the Pb-clay studies were based on control plates which
contained an equivalent concentration of clay but no Pb. Data are presented as the mean percentage of the
control + standard error of the mean.

o

TABLE 5. Influence of increasing concentrations of humic acids (HA) on the toxicity of lead (750 pg/ml) to
mycelial growth of fungi

Mycelial growth rate® (% of control®)

Treatment

. . . . . . . Cunninghamella
Rhizoctonia solani Aspergillus giganteus Fusarium solani echinulata
No Pb 8.5+ 0.42 (100 + 4.8) 4.3+ 0.34 (100 + 8.0) 44%+006 (100+14) 83x0.17 (100 2.1)
Pb 0 0) 0 (0) 0 (0) 0.4 +0.07 (5+038)
0.1% HA + no Pb 10.1 + 0.46 (100 + 4.5) 5.7+0.29 (100 +5.2) 55+0.16 (100+29) 7.8+0.28 (100 + 3.6)
0.1% HA + Pb 0 0) 0.2 + 0.09 (4 £ 1.6) 1.0+ 0.11 (18 +20) 14 +0.07 (18 +0.9)
0.3% HA + no Pb 10.4 £ 0.52 (100 * 5.3) 6.5+ 0.13 (100 + 2.1) 54+0.05 (100+08) 87006 (100+0.7)
0.3% HA + Pb 1.1+0.16 (11 15) 30022 (47x0.2) 50008 (93+15) 79+024 (91+28)
0.5% HA + no Pb 9.6 £ 0.58 (100 + 6.1) 6.6 +£ 0.26 (100 + 3.8) 53+0.05 (100+1.1) 88014 (100 3.1)
0.5% HA + Pb 57+030 (59+3.1) 49%0.15 (74+23) 57+0.04 (105+08 83+014 (93+1.3)
0.7% HA + no Pb 89+ 0.56 (100 + 6.2) 6.7+ 0.16 (100 + 2.4) 54+0.04 (100+0.7) 82%0.17 (100 + 1.5)
0.7% HA + Pb 7.3+£028 (82+3.1) 54+020 (81+29) 56+ 0.05 (103+09) 82027 (100 + 3.2)

“ Mean radial growth, in millimeters per day, * standard error of the mean.
* Mean percentage of control + standard error of the mean (control = no Pb + an equivalent concentration of humic acid).
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the culture medium reduced the toxicity of Pb: dianum, and 1.0% humic acid reduced the inhib-
0.5% (wt/vol) humic acid reduced the inhibitory itory effects of 1,500 ug of Pb per ml to 7. viride
or lethal effects of 250 ug of Pb per ml to R. and C. echinulata. Increasing the concentration
solani, A. giganteus, F. solani, and P. brefel- of humic acid in the medium from 0.1 to 0.7%

TABLE 6. Influence of cysteine and succinic acid on the toxicity of lead to mycelial growth of fungi

Mycelial growth rate® (% of control®)

Treatment . . . . .
. . Aspergillus gigan- Rhizoctonia so- Cunninghamella
Fusarium solani teus lani echinulata
No cysteine
No Pb 49+ 09 54+ 0.21
(100 = 5.7) (100 + 3.9)
Pb, 100 pg/ml 3.6+ 0.7 1.2+ 0.10
(73 £ 1.5) 22+ 1.9)
Cysteine, 107° M
No Pb 45+ 10 5.3+ 0.26
(100 + 2.2) (100 £ 5.0)
Pb, 100 pg/ml 4.1 £ 0.09 1.7+ 0.12
(91 £ 2.0) (33 £ 23)
No succinic acid
No Pb 4.8 £ 0.09 4.1+ 0.20 6.0 + 0.34 8.6 +£ 0.29
(100 £ 1.9) (100 + 4.8) (100 £ 5.7) (100 + 34)
Pb, 200 pg/ml 19+ 0.34 0.9 £ 0.12 0 3.6 £ 0.20
40+ 7.1) (23 £ 3.0) (0) (42 £ 1.6)
Succinic acid, 1072 M
No Pb 4.7+ 0.17 4.6+ 0.16 4.5+ 0.30 9.4 £ 0.12
(100 + 3.6) (100 = 3.5) (100 £ 5.7) (100 + 1.3)
Pb, 200 pg/ml 4.8 £ 0.12 2.5+ 0.23 1.9+ 0.14 6.9 £ 0.09
(102 + 2.6) (54 £ 4.9) 42+ 3.1) (76 £ 24)

2 Mean radial growth, in millimeters per day, + standard error of the mean.
® Mean percentage of control + standard error of the mean (control = no Pb and with or without cysteine or
succinic acid).

TABLE 7. Influence of increasing concentrations of neopeptone on the toxicity of lead to mycelial

growth of fungi
Mycelial
Fungus Treatment growth rate % of control”
(mm/day)®
Aspergillus giganteus (Pb, 50 ug/ml) 0.5% neopeptone + no Pb 6.6 + 0.40 100 + 6.0
0.5% neopeptone + Pb 4.0 £ 0.20 60 + 3.0
1.0% neopeptone + no Pb 7.0 £ 0.12 100 + 1.7
1.0% neopeptone + Pb 6.1 + 0.07 87+ 1.0
1.5% neopeptone + no Pb 79 £ 0.13 100 £ 1.7
1.5% neopeptone + Pb 7.4 +0.31 93 £ 39
Cunninghamella echinulata (Pb, 100 pug/ml) 0.5% neopeptone + no Pb 7.5+ 0.20 100 + 2.6
0.5% neopeptone + Pb 49 £ 0.12 66 + 1.6

1.0% neopeptone + no Pb 9.4 + 0.32 100 + 3.4
1.0% neopeptone + Pb 7.5 £ 0.36 80 + 3.9

1.5% neopeptone + no Pb 9.3 £ 0.26 100 + 2.8
1.5% neopeptone + Pb 94 +0.15 101 + 1.7

% Mean radial growth + standard error of the mean.
® Mean percentage of control + standard error of the mean (control = no Pb + an equivalent concentration
of neopeptone).
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TaBLE 8. Influence of different soluble, complex
organic nutrients on the toxicity of lead (100 pg/mi)
to mycelial growth of Cunninghamella echinulata

Mycelial growth rate® (% of control®)

Organic amendment

No Pb Pb
Neopeptone 7.5+ 0.20 49 + 0.12
(100 £ 2.6) (66 + 1.6)
Peptone 8.8+ 0.33 53+ 0.12
(100 + 3.7) (61 £ 1.4)
Tryptone 6.8 = 0.20 6.3 + 0.48
(100 + 3.0) (92 £ 8.6)
Yeast extract 10.4 £ 0.28 9.3+ 0.27
(100 + 2.7) (90 £ 2.6)

% Mean radial growth, in millimeters per day,
standard error of the mean.

® Mean percentage of control + standard error of
the mean (control = no Pb + the equivalent organic
amendment [0.5%, wt/vol]).

progressively decreased the toxicity of 750 ug of
Pb per ml towards the mycelial growth of R.
solani, A. giganteus, F. solani, and C. echinu-
lata (Table 5). Humic acids have a strong affin-
ity for Pb and can bind substantial quantities,
apparently primarily by cation exchange (9, 40).
The mechanism of protection provided by humic
acid against the toxicity of Pb may have been
similar to that of the clay minerals, i.e., adsorp-
tion to the exchange complex with subsequent
removal, at least temporarily, of Pb from solu-
tion and, therefore, limiting of the availability of
Pb for uptake by the fungi.

The addition of 10~ M cysteine to the me-
dium reduced the toxicity of 100 ug of Pb per ml
to F. solani and A. giganteus (Table 6). As Pb
has a strong affinity for sulfhydryl groups (44),
the Pb probably reacted with the cysteine, as
evidenced by the darkening of the medium, and
Pb complexed to cysteine was less toxic than
was free Pb.

The addition of 107> M succinic acid to the
medium also reduced the inhibitory or lethal
effect of 200 ug of Pb per ml to R. solani, F.
solani, A. giganteus, and C. echinulata (Table
6), probably as a result of the chelation of Pb by
the dicarboxylic acid. Chelated forms of Pb were
also less toxic to growth of A. niger (46) and C.
reinhardtii (35) and were less readily taken up
by Phaeodactylum tricornutum (34) than was
free Pb.

When the concentration of neopeptone in the
medium was increased from 0.5 to 1.5%, the
toxicity of 50 and 100 ug of Pb per ml to A.
giganteus and C. echinulata, respectively, was
decreased (Table 7). When 0.5% peptone was
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substituted for an equivalent concentration of
neopeptone, the toxicity of 100 ug of Pb per ml
to C. echinulata was slightly increased, but the
toxicity was greatly reduced when 0.5% tryptone
or yeast extract was substituted for neopeptone
(Table 8). Other studies have also shown that
soluble organics react with heavy metals and
that different organics have differential affinities
for the same heavy metal (31).

The present studies, as well as those of others,
were conducted in laboratory media and not in
a natural microbial environment; however, the
results indicate that abiotic environmental fac-
tors (e.g., pH, inorganic anions, clay minerals,
particulate and soluble organic matter) have the
potential to influence the toxicity of Pb, and
probably of other heavy metals, to microbes in
natural habitats. Thus, in assessing and predict-
ing the toxicity of pollutants to the microbiota,
and to the biota in general, attention must be
focused on the specific physicochemical abiotic
characteristics of the recipient environment,
which may attenuate or potentiate the toxicity
of the contaminants (1, 6; Babich and Stotzky,
in press).
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