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Immunoglobulin A1 (IgA1) proteases are produced by a number of different species of bacteria which cause
infection at human mucosal surfaces. The sole substrate of these proteases is human IgA1. Cleavage is within
the hinge region of IgA1, although there is variability in the exact peptide bond within the hinge region that is
cut by a particular protease. The cleavage site of the Haemophilus influenzae type 1 protease is located four
amino acids from the cleavage site of the type 2 enzyme. In this study, the region of the H. influenzae IgA1l
protease gene (iga) that determines the cleavage site specificity was localized through the comparison of the type
1 and type 2 genes and the construction and analysis of type 1-type 2 hybrid genes. The hybrid genes were
generated by in vivo and in vitro techniques which facilitated the selection and screening of randomly generated
hybrids. The cleavage site determinant was found to be within a 370-base-pair region near the amino-terminal
coding region, in one of two large areas of nonhomology between the two types of H. influenzae iga genes. DNA
sequence analysis of the cleavage site determinant and surrounding regions did not reveal a simple mechanism
whereby one enzyme type could be converted to the other type. Comparison of the type 2 gonococcal IgAl
protease gene to the two Haemophilus genes revealed a significant amount of homology around the cleavage site

determinant, with the two type 2 genes showing greater homology.

Bacterial infection is dependent upon evasion of the host
defense mechanisms. In order for a pathogen to become
established at mucosal surfaces, it must elude immunoglob-
ulin A (IgA), the primary antibody found at these surfaces
(36). Haemophilus, Neisseria, and Streptococcus species,
all of which can cause infection at human mucosal surfaces,
secrete an enzyme which specifically cleaves human IgAl
(20, 21, 26, 29). This enzyme is likely to be an important
factor in pathogenesis, since pathogenic species produce
IgAl protease while nonpathogenic species do not (27).
Furthermore, the expected fragments resulting from IgAl
cleavage have been found in the relevant body fluids of
infected patients (28).

All of the IgA1 proteases cleave the substrate within the
hinge region; however, the exact peptide bond cleaved is
strain dependent (20, 25, 26, 29). For instance, certain
strains of Haemophilus influenzae produce a protease which
cleaves at a proline-serine peptide bond (type 1 cleavage
specificity), while other strains produce a protease which
cleaves four amino acids away at a proline-threonine bond
(type 2 specificity). The enzyme type is correlated with the
serotype of the H. influenzae strain, such that type 1
enzymes are produced by strains of serotypes a, b, d, and f
while serotypes ¢ and e strains produce type 2 enzymes (Fig.
1; 16, 25). IgA2 is not cleaved by these proteases (30), as it
lacks the portion of the hinge region in which the target site
for cleavage is located (10). This may be a factor in the
infectivity of IgAl protease producers at host surfaces
having a high ratio of IgA1l relative to IgA2 (19).

The IgAl proteases are secreted from producing organ-
isms. The isolation and characterization of several IgAl
protease genes from different bacterial sources has led to the
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identification of a carboxyl-terminal domain critical for the
secretion of the Neisseria gonorrhoeae (31, 32) and H.
influenzae (12) IgAl proteases. The analysis of other func-
tional domains of IgA1l proteases should yield information
regarding the mechanism of cleavage of IgAl; this informa-
tion will aid in the design of inhibitors of protease activity. In
this study, the region of the H. influenzae IgAl protease
genes (designated iga) that determines the exact site of
substrate cleavage has been localized through the analysis of
type 1-type 2 hybrid iga genes.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Media. L broth (24) was used for culturing Escherichia
coli. When necessary, kanamycin sulfate or ampicillin (so-
dium salt, both from Sigma Chemical Co., St. Louis, Mo.)
was included at a final concentration of 30 or 100 pg/ml,
respectively. H. influenzae was routinely grown in brain
heart infusion (BHI) medium (BBL Microbiology Systems,
Cockeysville, Md.) supplemented with 10 wg/ml of B-NAD
and hemin (both from Sigma). Heart infusion (Difco Labo-
ratories, Detroit, Mich.) containing similar supplements was
used for H. influenzae cultures that would subsequently be
made competent in the M-IV medium of Herriott et al. (13).
BHI supplemented agar (BBL) was used as a solid growth
medium for H. influenzae strains. When appropriate, kana-
mycin (20 pg/ml) was included in the growth medium.

Bacterial and bacteriophage strains. E. coli strains used
were MM294 (hrs hrm™ thi endA supE) (2), MC1000 [leu
araDI139 A(ara-leu)7697 Alac(X74) galE galK rpsL] (6),
JM103 [A(lac-pro) supE thi rpsL sbcBl5 endA hspR4(F'
traD36 proAB lacl?® AM15)] (22), SM525 (MC1000 lamB560),
and QI(F~ thr leu tonA lac supE strA) (14). H. influenzae
HF2.8¢*(c3) is a type 2 IgAl protease producer derived
from H. influenzae Rd (type 1 IgAl protease producer) via
homologous recombination after transformation with DNA
from a serotype c, type 2 IgAl protease-producing H.
influenzae strain (4, 12). H. influenzae Rd (1) and ATCC 9007
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FIG. 1. Cleavage sites of IgAl proteases. The amino acid se-
quence of the hinge region of human IgAl is shown at the right. The
location of the hinge region within the heavy chains (H) of IgAl is
bracketed by broken lines. Disulfide bonds between cysteine resi-
dues join the heavy chains together and light chains (L) to the heavy
chains. Cleavage by IgAl proteases results in three fragments, two
Fab and one Fc. Each Fab, or antigen-binding region, consists of
one light chain and the amino-terminal half (Fd) of one heavy chain.
The Fc region consists of the carboxyl-terminal ends of two heavy
chains. The arrows show the cleavage sites of type 1 and 2 H.
influenzae IgAl proteases.

(serotype c, type 2 IgAl protease) were used in DNA
hybridization experiments. Bacteriophage \vir was from the
laboratory collection.

In vitro DNA manipulations. All DNA restriction enzymes,
synthetic DNA linkers, T4 DNA ligase, and BAL 31 exonu-
clease were obtained from New England BioLabs, Inc.
(Beverly, Mass.). The Klenow fragment of DNA polymerase
I was from Dupont, NEN Research Products (Boston,
Mass.). Calf intestinal alkaline phosphatase was from
Boehringer-Mannheim (Indianapolis, Ind.).

Transformation of E. coli strains was carried out by the
calcium chloride shock method essentially by the protocol of
Cohen et al. (7). The competence method of Herriott et al.
(13) was used for transformation of H. influenzae strains
with modifications as described previously (12).

Plasmids. Plasmid pJB2 is a derivative of plasmid pBR322
containing a 6.9-kilobase (kb) insert of H. influenzae DNA at
the EcoRlI site (5). This plasmid contains 3.9 kb of the IgAl
protease gene (iga) and encodes a type 1 IgA1 protease that
lacks an intact carboxy terminus but is enzymatically active.
Plasmids pFG25 and pFG26 are derivatives of pBR322 which
encode intact type 2 and type 1 proteases, respectively (12).
These plasmids have the Clal-Ndel fragment of pBR322,
including the ampicillin resistance gene, ligated to Clal-Ndel
H. influenzae DNA fragments. Because of the method of
derivation of plasmid pFG2S, the type 2 iga gene in this
plasmid may be a partial hybrid with the type 1 gene (12).

Plasmid pJB2::Tn5-209DK was constructed as follows.
Plasmid pJB2 was mutagenized with transposon Tn3; one
isolate, pJB2::Tn5-209, was shown by restriction enzyme
analysis to have the TnS insertion 2.0 kb downstream from
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the beginning of the iga gene (12; see Fig. 4 for location of
TnS insertions). Plasmid pJB2::Tn5-209 was digested with
the restriction enzymes Hpal, which cleaves within Tn5, 185
base pairs (bp) from each end of the element (18), and Xbal,
which cleaves within iga (5), 1.0 kb downstream from the
end of the Tn5. The staggered ends produced by Xbal were
filled in by using the Klenow fragment of DNA polymerase I,
and the linear DNA containing deletion(s) was ligated in the
presence of synthetic Xhol linkers. The DNA was then
digested with Xhol and ligated to the 2.2-kb Xhol internal
fragment of TnS containing the kanamycin resistance (Km")
determinant (18) to form plasmid pJB::Tn5-209DK.

Plasmid pJB2::Tn5-208DK was derived from plasmid
pJB2::Tn5-208, which has an insertion of TnS within the iga
gene, 2.5 kb downstream from the start of the gene. Plasmid
pJB2::Tn5-208 was cut near the ends of the Tn5 element with
Hpal, digested with nuclease BAL 31, and ligated in the
presence of Xhol linkers. One of the resulting deletion
derivatives lacked the region of iga extending from 2.0 to 3.0
kb downstream of the start of the gene. This plasmid was
digested with Xhol and ligated to the 2.2-kb Xhol fragment
of Tn5 containing the Km" determinant to form plasmid
pJB2::Tn5-208DK.

Plasmid pFG11, containing the first 1.5 kb of the iga gene,
was constructed from plasmid pJB2::Tn5-203 by subcloning,
into pBR322, the Clal-Sall fragment which contains the
amino-terminal region of iga and a portion of TnS including
the Km" gene. Plasmids pFG16, pFG19, and pFG20 were
constructed in a similar manner, but using pJB2::Tn5-201,
207, and 211, respectively (see also Grundy et al. [12] for
pFG16). Plasmid pFG28, which lacks the first 400 bp of iga,
was constructed by deleting the Clal-Xbal fragment of
pFG26 that spans the amino-terminal region of iga and
replacing it with the Accl(in Tn5)-Xbal fragment of
pJB2::Tn5-232 containing the Km" gene of TnS.

Plasmid pFG36 is a composite plasmid consisting of the
amino-terminal region of the type 1 iga gene and the car-
boxyl-terminal region of the type 2 gene separated by a
portion of Tn5 (the Km" gene) and the E. coli lamB gene.
This plasmid was constructed in two steps. First, the BamHI
(in TnS)-Clal fragment (containing the amino-terminal region
of iga) from pJB2::Tn5-201 was ligated to the large BamHI-
Clal fragment of pFG2S. The 2.7-kb Hpal-HindIII fragment
of plasmid pCH41 (obtained from C. Hoffman), which con-
tains the E. coli lamB gene, was then inserted into the
remaining portion of TnS5. Plasmid pFG37 is a composite
plasmid consisting of the amino-terminal region of the type 2
iga gene and the carboxyl-terminal region of the type 1 iga
gene separated by the lamB gene. It was constructed by first
linking the Ndel-Bglll fragment of pFG25, containing
pBR322 sequences and the amino-terminal region of iga
(type 2), with the BamHI(in Tn5)-Xbal fragment of
pJB2::Tn5-225 and the Xbal-Ndel fragment of pFG26 con-
taining the carboxyl-terminal region of iga (type 1). The
lamB gene from plasmid pCH41 was inserted within the TnS
sequences to generate plasmid pFG37.

Plasmid pFG39 has the 370-bp BamHI-Pvull fragment
from pFG25, which contains the type 2 specificity region,
inserted between the BamHI and Pvull sites of pBR322.
Plasmid pFG40 has the Sall (in Tn5)-Xbal fragment (2.95 kb)
from pJB2::Tn5-232 inserted between the Nhel and Sall
sites of pBR322; this fragment contains 2.7 kb of Tn5 DNA
and 250 bp from the type 1 specificity region (defined below).

Plasmid pFG4S is identical to plasmid pFG2S, except for
the presence of a Bcll site at a position identical to that of the
Bcll site in pFG26; this site was introduced by using oligo-
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nucleotide-directed mutagenesis, as described below. Plas-
mids pFG47 and pFG48 are reciprocal hybrids formed
between pFG45 and pFG26 by exchange of Ndel-Bcll frag-
ments. Plasmids pFG37RS, pFG36R1, and pFG36R2 have
hybrid iga genes and were constructed as described above.

IgA1 protease assays. For qualitative assays to distinguish
protease-negative from protease-positive colonies on agar
plates, an overlay assay with *’I-labeled IgA was used (11).
For determination of quantity and cleavage site specificity of
IgA1l protease, cell-free samples were mixed with an equal
volume of 0.05 M Tris hydrochloride (pH 7.7)-0.5% bovine
serum albumin containing 0.8 pCi of 1**I-labeled IgA; after
digestion at 37°C, the products were analyzed by sodium
dodecyl sulfate-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis as previ-
ously described (25). The IgAl protease type was deter-
mined by comparison of the distance of migration of the Fd
fragment of IgA1 to that of bands obtained by using standard
protease preparations in control digests.

DNA isolation. Small-scale plasmid isolation from E. coli
cells was carried out by the method of Ish-Horowicz and
Burke (17). Large-scale plasmid isolation was carried out by
a modification of the method of Birnboim and Doly (3),
followed by ethidium bromide-cesium chloride density gra-
dient separation. Large-scale DNA isolation from H. influ-
enzae strains was done as previously described (5).

DNA sequencing. DNA fragments to be sequenced were
generated by cleavage at naturally occurring restriction sites
in the iga gene, at sites within Tn5 insertions, or at sites
generated after ligation of synthetic linkers to BAL 31-
treated DNA molecules. These fragments were inserted into
the genomes of the M13 phages mp8, -9, -18, or -19 and were
sequenced by the dideoxynucleotide chain termination pro-
cedure (34), as described by Messing (22). In most cases, the
primer used was from Collaborative Research, Framingham,
Mass. For sequencing at points of TnS insertions, an oligo-
nucleotide which hybridizes near the ends of Tn5 (5'-CGTT
CAGGACGCTACTT-3'; 35) was used. Sequence informa-
tion was analyzed by using the Pustell DNA sequence
analysis programs (International Biotechnologies, Inc.).

Site-specific mutagenesis. Oligonucleotide-directed muta-
genesis was carried out by using the procedure of Inouye and
Inouye (15). The mutagenic oligonucleotides were synthe-
sized on an Applied Biosystems DNA synthesizer. Oligonu-
cleotides were as follows: 5'-CCTATAATGATCAAGAA
AAATATC-3' for creation of a Bcll site in plasmid pFG25
and 5'-CATATAATGATIAGAATAAATATCC-3’ for the
simultaneous destruction of the Bcll site and the generation
of a stop codon in plasmid pFG26. The oligonucleotides
were hybridized to a DNA molecule containing a single-
stranded gap in the region encompassing the target site; the
gap was filled in by using the Klenow fragment of DNA
polymerase, and the DNA was ligated before introduction
into E. coli strains by transformation. The nature of the
mutations was confirmed by DNA sequencing.

Transfer and hybridization of DNA with type-specific iga
probes. Chromosomal DNA from H. influenzae strains was
digested, separated by electrophoresis through agarose gels,
and transferred to nitrocellulose filters. The filters were then
probed with pFG39 or pFG40 DNA (*?P labeled by nick
translation as previously described; 35). Hybridizing frag-
ments were visualized by autoradiography.

RESULTS

Activity encoded by hybrid genes generated in vivo. Strains
of H. influenzae produce an enzyme, IgAl protease, en-
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FIG. 2. Plasmid integration events which allow localization of
IgA1 protease cleavage determinants. In this example, the incoming
plasmid contains the portion of iga (1) which encodes the amino
terminus of the type 1 protease, including the region which deter-
mines type 1 specificity (@). The recipient H. influenzae strain
encodes a type 2 protease; the location and direction of transcription
of this intact iga gene is indicated by the horizontal arrow. Selection
for plasmid-encoded kanamycin resistance results in integration of
the plasmid into the H. influenzae chromosome via iga homology,
since the plasmid is unable to replicate autonomously in H. influ-
enzae. Integration will occur either upstream (left side of diagram)
or downstream (right side) of the chromosomal type 2 specificity
region (A). The former case results in no change of the type of
protease produced (i.e., type 2), while the latter case results in a
switch to type 1 production. The presence of type 1 transformants
indicates that the incoming plasmid contains the specificity region.
Similar analyses would apply for carboxyl-terminal clones, except
that after plasmid integration, the intact iga gene would be upstream
of the truncated form of the gene.

coded by the iga gene, that specifically cleaves human IgA1l;
different strains of H. influenzae produce variants of this
protease that differ in the exact peptide bond cleavage site.
To localize the region of the H. influenzae IgA1 protease that
is responsible for substrate cleavage site specificity, the
enzyme type encoded by type 1l-type 2 hybrid genes was
correlated with the region of iga contributed by each paren-
tal gene. Hybrid genes were generated in vivo in H. influ-
enzae by the procedure shown in Fig. 2 (12). In this method,
a pBR322-derived plasmid containing a type 1 iga gene with
deletions in either the amino-terminal or carboxyl-terminal
region is integrated into the chromosome of a H. influenzae
type 2 IgAl protease-producing strain via homologous re-
combination after transformation of competent cells. Trans-
formants with integrated plasmids are selected for expres-
sion of the Km" determinant of Tn5, which is included in
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FIG. 3. IgAl protease assay of transformants resulting from plasmid integration. Plasmid pFG11, containing the portion of the type 1 gene
shown in Fig. 4B, was integrated into the chromosome of the type 2 IgA1l protease-producing H. influenzae HF2.8¢*(c3). Integrants were
pooled into groups of three and inoculated into liquid growth media. After overnight growth, *’I-labeled IgA1 was incubated with culture
supernatants. The digestion products were separated by sodium dodecyl sulfate-polyacrylamide gel electrophoresis (lanes 3 through 17). The
positions of the intact IgA1 heavy chain (H), and the amino terminus of the heavy chain (Fd) are shown. The positions of the Fd fragments
which resulted from digestion with type 1 or type 2 enzymes are shown by numbers at the left. IgA light chains are visible only after longer
exposure due to preferential 12 labeling of heavy chains. Control digestions are indicated by the following lanes: 1, native H. influenzae type
1 protease; 2, native H. influenzae type 2 protease; 18, growth medium. Vertical arrows mark lanes which contain both sizes of Fd fragments,
indicating that the iga DNA in plasmid pFG11 includes the type 1 specificity region.

each plasmid construct; plasmid integration is ensured since
derivatives of plasmid pBR322 cannot replicate autono-
mously in H. influenzae (9). If the test plasmid contains the
type 1 cleavage site determinant (designated CSD) and
integration occurs in the region between the CSD and the
terminus provided to the hybrid gene by the chromosomal
copy of iga, then the resulting transformant will be a type 1
IgAl protease producer. The frequency of such recombina-
tion events depends upon the relative distances from the
CSD to the end of the H. influenzae sequences contained in
the plasmid and the degree of homology between the type 1
and type 2 sequences adjacent to the CSD. Failure to detect
type 1 transformants would indicate either that the plasmid
does not contain the CSD or that integration is favored to
occur on the side of the CSD that does not lead to a switch
in specificity type.

An example of the analysis of an experiment in which type
1 transformants were found is shown in Fig. 3. In this
experiment, transformants were pooled in groups of three
before assay for protease type, to increase the efficiency of
the screening procedure. Since several pools were found
which contained both type 1 and type 2 proteases, it was
concluded that the test plasmid contained the type 1 CSD.
The results obtained with a number of plasmid constructs is
tabulated in Fig. 4. The frequency of type 1 transformants
among all Km" transformants is shown for each plasmid.
Experiments with plasmids containing the amino-terminal
1.1 kb of type 1 iga (pFGll, pFG19, pFG20, and
pJB2::Tn5-208DK) resulted in the generation of type 1
transformants. Type 1 transformants resulting from integra-
tion of these plasmids would be predicted to have the
amino-terminal region of iga contributed by the type 1 gene
and the carboxyl-terminal region contributed by the type 2
gene. The negative result for pFG28 could be due to the
extensive area downstream available for alternative integra-
tion events or to nonhomology between the type 1 and type
2 genes in the region between the amino-terminal end and the
adjacent 1.0 kb of iga. An 800-bp nonhomologous region
starting 200 bp into iga was in fact detected by heteroduplex
analysis of the type 1 and type 2 genes (12). For these
reasons, the results shown in Fig. 4 indicate that the car-

boxyl-terminal end of the CSD is within the first 1.1 kb of iga
but do not localize the amino-terminal end of this determi-
nant.

The above results indicate that the frequency of type 1
transformants was too low to be detected when the border of
the cloned fragment approached the CSD and the nearby
region of nonhomology. An alternative method, outlined in
Fig. 5, was therefore developed in an attempt to select for
recombination events occurring upstream of the CSD. This
procedure used plasmid pFG37, which contains the first 0.7
kb of type 2 iga and a copy of the type 1 gene lacking only
the first 63 bp of the iga coding sequence. E. coli strains
containing pFG37 produce no active protease. The type 1
and type 2 sequences in pFG37 are in the same relative
orientation, have 0.6 kb of iga in common, and are separated
by the insertion of the E. coli lamB gene. Recombination
within the 0.6-kb common region would result in the gener-
ation of an intact hybrid iga gene, with its amino-terminal
region contributed by the type 2 gene and its carboxyl-
terminal region contributed by the type 1 gene. This recom-
bination event would result in concurrent loss of the inter-
vening DNA, including the lamB gene, which encodes the
receptor for bacteriophage A (33). E. coli SM525, in which
plasmid pFG37 was maintained, contains a mutation in the
chromosomal copy of lamB and is therefore resistant to
infection by bacteriophage \; introduction of plasmid pFG37
results in sensitivity to A infection. Cells containing sponta-
neously arising derivatives of plasmid pFG37 with deletions
of lamB were selected by challenging cultures with Avir,
which will lyse LamB™ \-sensitive cells. Iga™* isolates resis-
tant to phage A were found at a frequency of 107>, and all 12
of the strains tested proved to produce type 1 enzyme.
Restriction enzyme mapping of the plasmids contained in
these 12 Iga™ isolates showed that 11 of 12 of the plasmids
had been generated by recombination upstream of the EcoRI
site located 200 bp into the type 2 iga gene. The remaining
recombination event had taken place at a site in the type 2
sequence between the EcoRI site and a BamHI site located
58 bp downstream from the EcoRI site (see Fig. 4c,
pFG37RS, for structure). This result indicated that the CSD
was located downstream of the first 200 bp of iga.



324 GRUNDY ET AL. INFECT. IMMUN.

A

PLASMID TYPE

C (C) |E BBILPI X BII (P,Pv) PEN
pFG25 2 L1 YY ! I 1 111 -
1Kb
c (© Be X P(C) E Pv PEN
pFG26 1 L1 — 1 (I ' Y - 111
25 232 251'207' 209 208
211203
B GENERATES
INTEGRATED PLASMID TYPE 1 EREQ.
pJB2:Tn5-208DK ——— 1 1 + 3/50
pJB2:Tn5-209DK | J L J - 0/80
pFG28 L I - 0/160
pFG11 L ] + 7/42
pFG19 L ] + 2/80
pFG20 N + 1/77
pFG16 — 1 - 0/87
HYBRID PLASMID ACTIVITY TYPE
E
pFG37R5 + 1
pFG47 _
pFG48 -
pFG36R1 + 1
pFG36R2 + 5

FIG. 4. Activity of type 1-type 2 hybrid iga genes. (A) Restriction maps for the plasmids which encode type 1 (pFG26) and type 2 (pFG25)
IgAl proteases. The initiation site and direction of transcription of iga is indicated by the bent arrow. Sites for DNA restriction enzymes are
indicated above each restriction map with the following abbreviations: C, Clal; (C), Clal which is affected by Dam methylation; E, EcoRlI;
B, BamHI; BII, Bglll; PI1, Pvull; X, Xbal; P, Pstl; Pv, Pvul; N, Ndel; Bc, Bcll; (P, Pv), Pstl and Pvul sites, the order of which has not been
determined. Positions of Tn5 insertions within pFG26 which were used for various constructions are indicated by numbered bars beneath the
pFG26 map. (B) Structures of plasmids used in H. influenzae integration experiments to create type 1-type 2 iga hybrids. Lines indicate the
amount of type 1 DNA which is present for each plasmid. The extent of each plasmid corresponds to the maps shown in panel A. The broken
lines for pJB2::Tn5-208DK and pJB2::Tn5-209DK indicate the presence of additional sequences not shown in panel A. The columns at the
right summarize whether or not (+ or —, respectively) the integration of a plasmid into H. influenzae HF2.8¢*(c3) can result in a switch of
the type of protease produced from type 2 to type 1 and the frequency among transformants with which this switching occurs. (C) Structures
of type 1-type 2 hybrid iga genes. Type 1 () and type 2 ( B2 ) sequences are shown. Restriction enzyme sites which define the junctions
are as described above for panel A. The method of plasmid construction is described in detail in the text. The type 1 and type 2 sequences
of pFG36R2 overlap by 102 bp. The capability of these plasmids to encode active IgA1 proteases (+ or —) and the specificity of these enzymes
(1 or 2) is indicated in the columns at the right.

DNA sequence of the region spanning the CSD. The results sequence for this region of the type 1 and type 2 genes was
from in vivo-generated hybrid iga genes showed that the determined and is presented in Fig. 6, together with the
CSD was located within a 0.9-kb region near the amino- predicted amino acid sequences for the two enzymes. The
terminal coding region of the 5.6-kb iga gene. The DNA sequence is shown starting 170 bp upstream of an ATG
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FIG. 5. E. coli in vivo recombination to generate hybrid genes.
The horizontal arrow at the top indicates the size and direction of
transcription of the iga gene. The thick bar and the open bar
represent type 1 and type 2 sequences, respectively, which contain
opposite ends of the iga gene. The region between the dashed lines
is represented in each of the two sequences. Plasmid pFG37
contains these sequences in direct orientation such that recombina-
tion within the area delimited by the dashed lines results in loss of
the lamB gene ([ ) and subsequent resistance to bacteriophage \
infection.

which is followed by a continuous open reading frame to the
point of insertion of Tn5-211, which defines the carboxyl-
terminal limit of the region which encodes the CSD. The
reading frame of the type 1 gene was verified by construction
(by oligonucleotide-directed mutagenesis) of a variant with a
TAG stop codon near the Bcll site. This variant does not
encode an active protease unless it is maintained in a
suppressor-plus background (E. coli Q1). The first 25 amino
acids of both proteins make up a region resembling a
secretion signal sequence (23). The subsequent sequences
show regions of homology separated by regions of no
apparent homology in sequence or length. A summary of the
overall comparison of the DNA and amino acid sequence
between the EcoRlI site of the type 2 gene, which defines the
amino-terminal limit of the CSD, and the carboxyl-terminal
limit is shown in Fig. 7. The regions of homology range from
64 to 82% identity at the DNA level and 50 to 80% identity at
the protein level. The regions of nonhomology range from an
insertion or deletion of 3 bp to a substitution of 45 bp for 9
bp. There does not appear to be a region in either gene that
can be easily manipulated (e.g., by inversion across inverted
repeats or deletion through direct repeats) to yield the
sequence of the other gene. It is important to note that the H.
influenzae type 2 gene was isolated through a procedure
involving integration and excision of a plasmid containing
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the amino-terminal region of the type 1 gene (12). Therefore,
the long region of identical sequence found at the amino
terminus of the H. influenzae type 1 and type 2 genes may be
the result of the potential hybrid nature of the cloned type 2
gene.

The hydropathic profiles for the two proteins are very
similar, although the two profiles are slightly offset from one
another in the center of the sequence. The most notable
difference between the two profiles occurs in a region near
the center of the sequences where the type 2 sequence is
hydrophilic while the type 1 sequence is neutral (see boxed
area in Fig. 7). This area coincides with a stretch of 51 bp of
the type 2 gene and 63 bp of the type 1 gene that show no
apparent homology. The possibility that cleavage site spec-
ificity could result from the difference in size in this region of
nonhomology was tested by insertion of a 12-bp synthetic
DNA linker (HindIII linker, New England BioLabs) at the
Pvull site of the type 2 gene. This site is immediately
adjacent to the carboxyl-terminal end of the nonhomologous
region. While insertion of a single linker resulted in total loss
of protease activity, insertion of several tandem copies of the
linker sequence resulted only in a decrease in the level of
activity with no change in cleavage site specificity (struc-
tures verified by DNA sequence analysis; data not shown).
These results indicate that an alteration in the length of this
region of nonhomology is not sufficient to change cleavage
site specificity and that this region of the protein is sensitive
to alterations in sequence.

Activity encoded by in vitro-generated hybrid genes. DNA
sequence data for the CSD regions of the two iga genes made
it possible to derive, by site-specific mutagenesis, variants of
the genes which could be used for the in vitro construction of
hybrid genes. Oligonucleotide-directed mutagenesis was
used to construct a variant of the type 2 gene (pFG45) that
had a Bcll site at the same position as the Bcll site in the type
1 gene. The nucleotide alterations would change the amino
acid sequence from Lys-Asp-Lys to Asn-Asp-Gln, making
this variant identical to the type 1 protein in this region (see
Fig. 6 for sequence). This variant still produced an active
IgA1l protease of type 2 specificity. The Bcll site is in the
region of homology that separates the two largest regions of
nonhomology between the two genes. Reciprocal hybrids
(pFG47 and pFG48) were constructed to contain the amino-
terminal region of one type and the carboxyl-terminal region
of the other type, with the junction at the Bcll site (see Fig.
4c for structure). Each hybrid therefore retained one of the
large regions of nonhomology from each parent gene. Nei-
ther hybrid gene resulted in the production of active enzyme
(data not shown).

Since the above results indicated that active hybrid genes
could not necessarily be produced by fusion at any chosen
point, a generalized technique was developed for production
of iga™ hybrid genes in vitro. This approach utilized plasmid
pFG36, which is similar to plasmid pFG37 used in the
bacteriophage \ resistance selection procedure (Fig. 5). This
plasmid contains the amino terminus and the first 1.0 kb of
the type 1 gene and all but the first 270 bp of the type 2 gene,
separated by spacer DNA consisting of the Km" determinant
of Tn5 and the lamB gene. The rationale was to linearize the
plasmid DNA within the spacer region but close to the type
1 amino terminal segment and to digest with exonuclease
BAL 31, generating a pool of molecules with deletions. The
BAL 31 treatment was followed by digestion with a restric-
tion enzyme at a unique site in the type 2 gene in the vicinity
of the analogous region in the type 1 segment in which BAL
31 digestion was expected to have stopped. Intramolecular
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1:

2:

TTTAAAAATTATTATCATTACCTCATAAATGTAATTCAAGTTTTGAGCGATTTATGCTATAAAGCTCGCTCATTA 75

TGAGCGATTTATGCTATAAAGCTCGCTCATTA

TAAAGATGAAGACAACTTGCAAATTATCAACGCAACACAGCCAAAAT TTGAATCAACTTGTAACCGTATATCAAA 150

TAAAGATGAAGACAACTTGCAAATTATCAACGCAACACAGCCAAAATTTGAATCAACTTGTAACCGTATATCAAA

TTGTGTCCTATCAAATCTACTTTTTAAACTTAATTAATAAGGACAGCTTCTATGCTAAATAAAAAATTCAAACTC 225
M L NKKF KL 8
[ T Y O A O A
M L NKKFKL
TTGTGTCCTATCAAATCTACTTTTTAAACTTAATTAATAAGGACAGCTTCTATGCTAAATAAAAAATTCAAACTC

Tn5-225
AATTTTATTGCGCTTACTGTCGCCTACGCAT TAACCCCTTATACAGAAGCTGCGT TAGTGAGAGACGATGTGGAT 300
N FIALTVAYALTPYTEAALVRDDUVD 33
N T s O T O O
N FIALTVAYALTPYTEAALVRDDUVD
AATTTTATTGCGCTTACTGTCGCCTACGCAT TAACCCCT TATACAGAAGCTGCGT TAGTGAGAGACGATGTGGAT

TATCAAATATTTCGTGATTTTGCAGAAAATAAAGGGAGAT TTTCTGTTGGTGCAACAAATGTGGAAGTGAGAGAT 375
YOI FRDFAENKGRTFSVGATNVEVRD 58
1 T e I
YQ1l FRDFAENKGRTFSVGATNVEVR RD

TATCAAATATTTCGTGATTTTGCAGAAAATAAAGGGAGATTTTCTGTTGGTGCAACAAATGTGGAAGTGAGAGAT

AAAAATAACCACTCTTTAGGCAATGTTTTACCTAATGGCATTCCGATGATTGATTTTAGTGTTGTGGATGTAGAT 450
K NNH SLGNVLPNGIPMIDTFSVVD VD 8
N T T Y Y O I Y O
K N NH S L GNVLZPNGTIUPMIDTFSV VD VN

AAAAATAACCACTCTTTAGGCAATGTTTTACCTAATGGAATTCCGATGATTGATTTTAGTGTTGTGGATGTGAAT

EcoRl

INFECT. IMMUN.

FIG. 6. DNA sequence of H. influenzae iga genes. The DNA sequence for the type 1 iga gene is shown above the sequence for the type
2 gene. The deduced amino acid sequences are shown between the DNA sequences in single-letter code. Matches in amino acid sequence are
shown as vertical bars. Dashes within sequences represent padding characters introduced for optimal alignment. Numbering for amino acid
positions starts from the proposed translation initiation codon for the type 1 gene, while numbering for DNA sequence starts with the first
base sequenced. Key restriction enzyme sites and TnJ5 insertions are shown above (type 1) and below (type 2) the DNA sequence. The dashed
line delimited by arrow heads represents the 102-bp region which was duplicated in pFG36R2 (see Fig. 4c for structure). Sequence data for
the type 1 gene is shown to the position of Tn55-211 which was found to be beyond the cleavage site determinant region (see pFG20, Fig. 4b).
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AAACGCATCGCCACATTGATAAATCCACAATATGTAGTAGGTGTAAAACACGTTAGTAACGGCGTGAGTGAACTA

K R I ATULINPQYVVGVKUHVSNGVSEIL

(I I 11 I I

K R1 6GTLVDPQYTITVSVKUH- - - - - - AH

AAACGTATTGGTACATTAGTGGATCCGCAATATATTGTAAGCGTAAAACACG--=--=-=-~<-=-========-~ CACAT
BamH1

CATTTTGGGAACTTAAATGGCAATATGAAT - - -AAT------ GGCAATGCTAAATCGCACCGAGATGTATCTTCA

H F GNLNGNMNS-N--GNAKSUHRDVSS
Il I (I I

Q - - - - - -Y M NDTFYFGHYNGHRDVSD

CAAT----c-ccccoccencnane ATATGAATGACTTTTATTTTGGGCATTATAACGGACACCGTGATGTTTCTGAT

GAAGAAAATAGATATTTTTCCGT TGAGAAAAATGAGTATCCAACTAAATTGAATGGAAAAGCAGTAACTACTGAA
EENRYTFSVEIKNETYPTIKTLNGKAVTTE
[ I I
DENKYSVVTITQNS---NVNPNENUMWIHUVD
GATGAAAATAAATATAGTGTAGTCACACAAAAT -----=-=--- AATGTTAATCCAAATGAAAACTGGCACGTAGAT

GATCAAACTCAAAAACGCCGTGAAGACTACTATATGCCACGTCTTGATAAATTTGTTACCGAAGTTGCACCAATA
D@TQKRREDYYMPRLDI KTFVTEVATPI

K RL - - = - DDYNMPRLNIKTEFUVTITEVAPTI
AAGCGATTA-----=------- GATGACTATAATATGCCTCGTTTAAATAAATTTGTGACCGAGGTTGCACCCACT
Bell*

GAGGCTTCAACTGCAAGTAGTGATGCTGGCACATATAATGATCAGAATAAATATCCTGCTTTTGTAAGACTAGGA
EASTASSDAGTYNDG GNEKYPAFVRLSGE
I I (I I I I I
TPTLAGDODTLETYKDEKETKTYTLSFVRVGE

ACGCCTACATTAGCTGGGGACGAT TTAGAAACCTATAAAGATAAAGAAAAATATCTGTCCTTTGTGCGAGTAGGT

AGTGGTAGTCAATTTATTTATAAAAAAGGAGATAATTACAGCTTAATTTTAAATAATCATGAGGT TGGAGGCAAT
S GS @ F 1 YKKGDNYSLILNNUHETVGSEGN
(I ([ I [

A GRQL VYEKGS=---SHMHVEDTIKTEUHTGTESTD
GCTGGTCGCCAATTAGTATATGAAAAAGGA-=-=-=-=-~==~ AGCCACCATGTAGAAGATAAAGAACATGGAGAGGAT

AATCTTAAATTGGTGGGCGATGCCTATACCTATGGTATTGCAGGCACACCT TATAAA- - === === GTAAACCAC
N LKLVGDAYTYGIAGTPYKS --=--VNH
I (. I I
LKDLS-AAYRYATIGGTPYKGTINTIDSP
TTAAAAGATCTTTCA- - -GCTGCATATCGCTATGCTATCGGTGGTACACCTTATAAAGGAAT TAATATTGACCCG
Bglll Pvull

FIG. 6—Continued
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1:  GAAAATAAT------ GGACTAATTGGTTTTGGCAATTCAAAAGAGGAACAC- - -AGCGATCCAAAAGGAATATTA 1023

E NN - - G L I

$§ @ S K K G L I

G F GNSKTETEH -

G F GD SRETDUHVI

S DPKGTI L 27

N S K T LL

2: TCCCAAAGTAAAAAAGGTCTTATCGGTTTTGGAGATAGCCGTGAAGATCACGTTATTAATTCCAAAACATTGCTC

1: TCTCAAGATCCGCTTACCAATTATGCTGTTTTAGGCGACAGTGGCTCCCCATTATTTGTATATGATAGAGAAAAA 1098
S @QDPLTNYAVLGDSGS®PLTFUVYDREK 29

S QDPLTNYGVLGDSGSPLTFATFDIKA QOQ
2: TCTCAAGACCCTCTTACCAACTACGGCGTATTAGGCGATAGTGGTTCGCCTTTATTTGCTTTTGATAAACAACAA

1: GGAAAATGGCTTTTTCTTGGGTCTTATGATTTTTGGGCAGGT TATAACAAAAAATCTTGGCAAGAATGGAATATT 1173
G K WULFLGSYDTFEFWAGYNIKT KT ST QQEWNTI 32

N K W F F I

GPYTYWAGYGKIKS ST QEWNI

2: AACAAATGGTTTTTTATCGGGCCTTATACTTATTGGGCAGGCTATGGTAAAAAATCTTGGCAAGAATGGAATATT

Xbal Tn5-201

Pstl

1:  TATAAACCTGAATTTGCAAAAACTGTTCTAGATAAAGATACTGCAGGTTCTTTAACTGGTTCTAACACCCAATAC 1248
Y KPEF AKTUVLDIKDTAGSLTSGSNTO QY 34

Y K S @ FTKDVLNKDSAGIL-L K G -

H T ay

2: TATAAATCTCAATTTACTAAAGATGTTCTCAATAAAGATAGTGCTGGTTTATTGAAAGGC- - -CACACACAATAT

1: AATTGGAATCCTACTGGCAAAACAAGCGTTATTTCTAATGGTTCTGAATCTCTAAATGTTGATTTATTCGATAGT 1323

N WNPTGKTSVI

N W TS NGNTSMI

S NG S E SLNVDLTFDS 37

S NG S EL LGV NLTFDN

2: AATTGGACAAGCAATGGCAATACAAGCATGATTTCTAATGGTTCTGAATTATTGGAAGTTAATTTGTTTGATAAC

Tn5-211
1:  AGTCAGGAT
s @D

1332
377

S KHTNREKANYGKSVTITFQGNGTTULTL
2: AGTAAACACACTAATCGAGAAAAAGCCAATTATGGAAAAAGTGTCACATTTCAGGGAAATGGTACTCTTACTTTA

FIG. 6—Continued

ligation of these plasmids was predicted to generate some
molecules in which the point of ligation was in an equivalent
position in each iga segment, i.e., the spacer region would be
deleted and an intact hybrid iga gene would remain. Trans-
formants obtained with this pool of plasmid molecules would
then be screened for IgAl protease activity. The unique
restriction site chosen for cleavage of the type 2 segment was
the Pvull site adjacent to the large region of nonhomology in
the iga genes (Fig. 7). The corresponding site in the type 1

segment required that BAL 31 digestion proceed 450 bp from
the restriction site in the spacer region chosen for lineariza-
tion of the plasmid (the Hpal site of Tn5). Exonuclease
digestion rates were monitored by agarose gel electrophore-
sis of the DNA, and a pool of plasmids with the appropriate
deletion length was generated. After ligation and introduc-
tion into E. coli MC1000, IgA™ transformants were found
with a frequency of 1%, all with type 1 specificity. DNA
sequencing of one isolate verified that the construct had the
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TYPE 2 912 7] 51 33 2 0
90 8| 66 : 159 : 39 036 0 213 96
E B ' BC PII .
TYPE 1 45 3 63 63 18 18 3
2 HOMOLOGY
BASE PAIRS 82 62 66 77 64 77 72
AMINO ACIDS 80 50 57 69 75 70 65

FIG. 7. Hydropathy and DNA sequence comparison of specificity regions. The top portion of the figure shows the hydropathy of the type
2 protein (broken line) from the amino terminus to the end of the sequence shown in Fig. 6. The solid line is the type 1 profile shown for the
specificity region only. Points below the horizontal line indicate hydrophilic portions of the protein; points above the line indicate hydrophobic
regions. The curves were aligned starting from the carboxyl-terminal end of the specificity region where the two proteins have extensive
regions of uninterrupted homology. Therefore, the amino-terminal portion of the two specificity regions are offset from one another due to
the differences in sequence length shown in the lower portion of the figure. The boxed area indicates a region in which the two types differ
markedly. The lower portion of the figure shows a schematic comparison of the two DNA sequences in the CSD region. Solid lines are regions
of the same length in each type which show a high degree of homology. The length of the region, in number of nucleotides, is indicated directly
over the line and the degree of homology is tabulated at the bottom. Loops represent areas with no detectable homology. The lengths of
nonhomologous loops in numbers of nucleotides are shown above (type 2 gene) and below (type 1 gene) the loops. The locations of several
restriction enzyme sites are shown as vertical bars labeled as follows: E, EcoRI; B, BamHI; BC, Bcll; PI1, Pvull.

expected structure (see Fig. 4c, pFG36R1, for structure).
Since this hybrid gene of type 1 specificity contained only
the first 700 bp of type 1 DN A, this result narrowed the limits
of the CSD to a 430-bp region of the type 1 gene, correspond-
ing to the 370-bp region between the BamHI and Pvull sites
of the type 2 gene.

A modification of the exonuclease digestion procedure, in
which digestion proceeded from each end of the overlap
region, was used in an attempt to generate a different hybrid
gene with the two largest regions of nonhomology within the
specificity region derived from different parental genes.
However, no IgA™* transformants were obtained in which
the resulting gene had the expected structure. The only
active hybrid obtained resulted from an iga gene with a
partial duplication of the specificity region. This iga gene, of
type 2 specificity, had the entire type 2 CSD region (starting
from the BamHI site) at the carboxyl-terminal end of the
duplication and the amino-terminal 382 bp of the type 1 gene,
resulting in a 102-bp duplication (see Fig. 4c, pFG36R2, for
structure and Fig. 6 for exact sites of hybrid formation). This
result indicates that although certain variations in the struc-
ture of the iga gene did not destroy enzyme activity, other
variations, such as certain combinations of type 1 and type 2
iga sequences, resulted in loss of protease activity.

DNA hybridization with type-specific iga probes. Two plas-
mids, pFG39 and pFG40, were constructed that contained
370- and 250-bp segments of the type 2 and type 1 genes,
respectively. These segments contained the CSD of each
type and were within the region of nonhomology between
the two genes. When these plasmids were used under
stringent hybridization conditions as DNA probes of chro-
mosomal DNA from H. influenzae strains, each probe hy-
bridized only to chromosomal DNA from the strain of the

same IgAl protease type as the probe; the sizes of the
hybridizing bands were consistent with the sizes predicted
for each iga gene. This indicates that there is not a silent
copy of the CSD located in the chromosome at a site
different from that of the active CSD, which could poten-
tially be used to switch the IgAl protease specificity.

Sequence comparison with N. gonorrhoeae protease gene.
The sequence of the 370-bp region delimited above was
compared for the H. influenzae type 1 and type 2 genes and
the N. gonorrhoeae type 2 gene (31). There was a high
degree of sequence conservation for all three genes (Fig. 8).
However, the two type 2 genes showed greater homology to
each other than to the type 1 gene within the conserved-
length regions, as well as greater homology in terms of amino
acid sequence and segment length within the H. influenzae
variable-length regions. Despite the high homology between
the two type 2 genes, the number of differences is still too
great to permit rapid identification of critical specificity-
determining sequence elements.

DISCUSSION

The type 1 and type 2 H. influenzae IgA1l protease genes
are relatively large genes of 5.6 and 4.8 kb, respectively.
These genes are largely homologous, on the basis of heter-
oduplex analysis (12), except for two regions of 0.8 and 0.9
kb. The CSD of the type 1 and type 2 H. influenzae iga genes
was localized through the analysis of hybrid genes generated
in vivo and in vitro. The CSD was found to be within a
370-bp segment near the amino-terminal coding region of the
type 2 iga gene, within the 0.8-kb region of nonhomology
between the two H. influenzae genes. The role of the other
nonhomologous region is not yet known, although it is near
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H1  INPQYVVGVKHVSNGVSELHFGNLNGNMN -N- - GNAKSHRDVSSEENRY FSVEKNEY - PTKLNGKAVT TEDQTQKRREDY
HT T 1 1 1 T A Il
H2  VDPQYIVSVKHA------ HQY------ MNDFY FGHYNGHRDVSDDENKYSVVTQNNVNPNE - - - - -NWHVD- - -KRLDDY
P HEHT IR 1
N2 VDPQYAVSVKHA------ KAE---=-~ VHTFYYGQYNGHNDVADKENEYRVVEQNNYEPHK - - - - AWGASNL G- -RLEDY
HET T I I A I N [ 1
M1 INPQYVVGVKHVSNGVSELHFGNLNGNMN-N- - GNAKSHRDVSSEENRY FSVEKNEY - PTKLNGKAVT TEDQTQKRREDY
H1  YMPRLDKFVTEVAPIEASTASSDAGTYNDGNKYPAFVRLGSGSQF I YKKGDNYSL I LNNHEVGGNNLKLVG
L RN R S O O A A R O O O I [
W2 NMPRLNKFVTEVAPTTPTLAGDDLETYKDKEKYLSFVRVGAGROLVYEKG- - - SHHVEDKEHGEDLKDLS-
IR I e TR A R I e e A T
N2  NMARFNKFVTEVAPIAPTDAGGGLDTYKDKNRFSSFVRIGAGRALVYEKG- - -VYHQEGNEKGYDLRDLS-
T e I I N [
H1 YMPRLDKFVTEVAPIEASTASSDAGTYNDQGNKYPAFVRLGSGSQF1YKKGDNYSL I LNNHEVGGNNLKLVG

INFECT. IMMUN.

FIG. 8. Comparison of specificity regions of H. influenzae enzymes with N. gonorrhoeae sequences. The amino acid sequences for the
H. influenzae type 1 (H1), H. influenzae type 2 (H2), and N. gonorrhoeae type 2 (N2) IgAl proteases are shown for the region defined in this
work to be the specificity determining region (amino acids 90 through 236 for the type 1 sequence shown in Fig. 6). Sequences are shown in
single-letter code with dashes introduced as padding characters for optimal alignment. Vertical bars represent matches in sequence. Vertical
bars beneath the N. gonorrhoeae sequence represent matches with the H. influenzae type 1 sequence. The sequence shown is between the

BamHI and Pvull sites of the H. influenzae type 2 gene.

or within a region of the protease that may be processed
during secretion of the protein.

Since strains of H. influenzae that are otherwise very
similar produce IgAl proteases of different specificities, it
was of interest to determine whether there was a mechanism
whereby protease production could switch from one type to
another. Possible switching events could include DNA rear-
rangements within iga or alternate expression of different
copies of iga. DNA sequence analysis did not reveal a simple
mechanism, such as DNA inversion or deletion, for genera-
tion of one specificity region from the other. Also, in strains
producing one type of protease, there does not appear to be
a silent copy of the other specificity region located elsewhere
in the chromosome.

The analysis of hybrid genes showed that the CSD was in
a region of DNA that contains segments with no apparent
homology between the two types, separated by regions of
relatively high homology. Active hybrid genes could not be
constructed which had junction points between the two
largest regions of nonhomology within the CSD. This may
reflect differing specific contributions to protein structure by
each of these regions. However, there is some flexibility in
this region of the enzyme, in that certain insertions and large
duplications can be tolerated.

One goal in defining the specificity region of the IgAl
proteases is to localize amino acids which are most impor-
tant for function. For example, Craik et al. (8) were able to
change single amino acids near the catalytic site of trypsin,
thereby altering the substrate specificity of the enzyme.
Although the construction of active hybrid genes was instru-
mental in delimiting the CSD of IgAl protease to a 370-bp
region, additional work will be necessary to define the
crucial amino acids for enzyme specificity. The inability to
form certain specific hybrids, as noted above, will hinder the
further use of this approach. Furthermore, difficulties in
identifying one or a few critical amino acids within the CSD
may be encountered for several reasons. For instance,
interacting amino acids that are important for function or
specificity may not be adjacent to one another in the primary

sequence of the enzyme. Also, although there are a number
of major differences between the two specificity regions of
the H. influenzae iga genes, it may be that the more subtle
differences are crucial for determining cleavage site speci-
ficity.

It is interesting to note that the CSD of the two IgAl
proteases of the same type but from different species, H.
influenzae and N. gonorrhoeae, are more similar in structure
and sequence than are the two of different types from the
same species. It has been suggested previously (31) that the
active site of the N. gonorrhoeae protease is in a region
located 1.5 kb downstream from the region of homology to
the H. influenzae iga CSDs described here. This conclusion
was based upon the metal dependence of the gonococcal
enzyme and the fact that the only two cysteine residues of
the enzyme are encoded within this region. It is not known
whether the region delineated in this work overlaps with the
active site of the molecule. An alternative possibility is that
the CSD is a substrate-binding site, such that the type 1
enzyme binds to a different region of the IgA1 molecule than
does the type 2 enzyme, thus altering the site of cleavage by
the active site of the enzyme. Another possibility is that site
specificity differences are caused by variations in the region
separating the binding site from the active site such that a
larger spacer region would result in cleavage farther away
from the binding site. This ruler mechanism was tested by
inserting DNA linkers into the type 2 gene at a position that
would result in better alignment with the type 1 gene.
Although these insertions did not alter cleavage site speci-
ficity, other regions that could have a similar effect have yet
to be tested. Further analysis to narrow down the specificity
region and substrate- and inhibitor-binding studies, will be
needed to determine the nature of the critical differences
among proteases of different types and the function of the
CSD in enzyme activity.
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