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The effects of endotoxins from various bacteria (Escherichia coli, Klebsiella pneumoniae, Vibrio cholerae,
Shigella flexneri, Salmonella typhosa, and Pseudomonas aeruginosa) on chemotaxis of neutrophil leukocytes to
formyl peptide and interleukin-8 were tested in an improved chemotaxis assay involving a ‘‘sparse-pore’’
polycarbonate (Nuclepore) membrane in a Boyden-type chamber. The possible chemotactic activity of the
endotoxins themselves were tested by the same technique. In addition, the effects of these substances on random
motility of neutrophils were tested with a corresponding assay involving similar chambers fitted with
membranes of standard pore density. Possible activation of the complement system of serum by each endotoxin
was tested with sheep erythrocyte assays and the maximum endotoxin concentration (100 pg/ml) used in the
chemotaxis and motility assays. All endotoxins inhibited chemotaxis of neutrophils to interleukin-8. No
endotoxin affected chemotaxis to formyl peptide or was itself chemotactic for neutrophils. Endotoxin of S.
flexneri inhibited random motility of neutrophils, while the others had no such effect. Endotoxins of K.
pneumoniae and of P. aeruginosa produced moderate and marked inhibition, respectively, of total complement,
as measured by hemolysis of sheep erythrocytes, without affecting the levels of C3c and C4 in these assays.
Endotoxins of the other bacteria had no demonstrable effect in any of these assays of complement activation.
These results suggest that chemotaxis to interleukin-8 may be mediated by cellular mechanisms different from
those involved in chemotaxis to formyl peptide. Furthermore, the presence of these endotoxins could be
significant for the suppression of neutrophil accumulation in inflammatory lesions mediated by interleukin-8.

The possible roles of endotoxins (lipopolysaccharide
mainly of cell wall origin; 29) both in the accumulation of
neutrophil leukocytes in infective lesions and in the behavior
of these cells in the circulation in septicemia have long been
controversial (3, 24, 28, 44). In experimental animals, injec-
tion of endotoxin into the skin provokes local tissue leuko-
cytosis after a delay of up to 1 h, but intravenous injection of
endotoxin generally produces neutropenia (13). In addition,
endotoxins have been reported to inhibit the accumulation of
neutrophils in inflammatory sites (31, 41).

In vitro, endotoxins have been reported to have various
effects on neutrophil chemotaxis and motility. Early work (3)
and later studies (10, 14, 23) indicated that the migration of
neutrophils decreases in the presence of endotoxins. There
is little evidence that endotoxins are themselves chemotactic
(3, 24, 28, 44), but endotoxins have been reported to induce
chemotactic activity in plasma by the activation of comple-
ment (16, 25, 36).

Endotoxins also have been reported to inhibit chemotaxis
of neutrophils to certain other chemotaxins. Issekutz and
coworkers (20, 21) found that endotoxins inhibit chemotaxis
to CS5a but not to culture supernatants of Escherichia coli,
and other reports (18, 19) have supported the finding that
endotoxins can inhibit chemotaxis to complement-derived
chemotaxins. However, Haslett et al. (17) and Nitzan et al.
(26) provided evidence that endotoxins can inhibit chemo-
taxis of human neutrophils to the synthetic bacterial product
N-formyl-methionyl-leucyl-phenylalanine (FMLP).

Interleukin-8 (IL-8) (neutrophil-activating peptide or pro-
tein [1, 22]; monocyte-derived neutrophil chemotactic factor
[15, 33, 45]; monocyte-derived neutrophil-activating peptide

* Corresponding author.

4255

[35]; neutrophil-activating factor [4, 27, 38, 42]; and granu-
locyte chemotactic protein [39]) is a cytokine derived pri-
marily from stimulated monocytes. IL-8 is a possible medi-
ator of inflammation, since its biological activities (43)
include the induction of blood granulocytosis when injected
intravenously as well as local plasma leakage and rapid and
sustained accumulation of neutrophils when injected intra-
dermally (11, 12, 30, 40). In vitro in optimal concentrations,
IL-8 is approximately equally as potent a chemotactic factor
as are optimal concentrations of CS5a, leukotriene B4, and
formyl peptide (1). Unlike CS5a, platelet-activating factor,
and leukotrienes, however, IL-8 is resistant to degradation
by plasma peptidases (27), enhancing the likelihood of its
significance in human inflammatory responses (1). Little is
known of the effects of endotoxins on chemotaxis of neutro-
phils to IL-8 in any assay system.

In our laboratory, an improved Boyden-type chamber
method for the measurement of chemotaxis in vitro has
recently been devised; it involves the use of a ‘‘sparse-pore’’
polycarbonate membrane between the two compartments of
the chamber (5-7). The pores of the new membrane average
approximately 48 pm apart, allowing neutrophils adherent to
the membrane ample room to move without encountering a
pore leading to the lower surface unless chemotactically
attracted to a substance in the lower compartment diffusing
from the pores. The new method allows a clear distinction
between chemotactic movement and random movement of
neutrophils and has the additional advantage of allowing
concurrent studies of random motility to be carried out with
the same substratum (polycarbonate membrane of standard
pore density) in a chamber similar to that used in the
chemotaxis assay (9). When one type of substratum is used
throughout various assays, the problem of diverse properties
of different substrata in different assays is avoided.
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This improved method was used to determine the effects
of endotoxins from a variety of bacteria on chemotaxis to
IL-8 and to FMLP as well as to assess the effects of
endotoxins on random motility of neutrophils. In addition,
the possibility of the endotoxins themselves being chemo-
tactic was investigated. The complement-activating activity
of each endotoxin was tested by estimating the levels of C3c
and C4 in treated human serum and by determining the
ability of treated serum to induce hemolysis of sheep eryth-
rocytes by an appropriate antibody after incubation for 1 h
with each endotoxin (100 pg/ml).

Phenol-extracted endotoxins of E. coli serotype O111:B4
(catalog no. L-2630), Klebsiella pneumoniae 15380 (catalog
no. L-4268), Vibrio cholerae serotype Inaba 569B (catalog
no. L-5262), Shigella flexneri serotype 1A (catalog no.
L-9018), Salmonella typhosa 14901 (catalog no. 1.-2387), and
Pseudomonas aeruginosa serotype 10 (Habs) (catalog no.
L-8643) and FMLP (catalog no. F-3506) were obtained from
Sigma (St. Louis, Mo.). Recombinant human IL-8 was the
kind gift of I. Lindley, Sandoz Forschungsinstitut, Vienna,
Austria. Neutrophils were separated from the peripheral
blood of healthy volunteers by the Ficoll-Hypaque method
as previously described (8) with a final concentration of
9,000 cells per pl. The chambers for chemotaxis and random
motility were of the micro-Boyden type and were incubated
at 37°C for 20 min as previously described (9). Fixation,
staining, and counting of the cells attached to the sparse-
pore (for chemotaxis) and standard (for random motility)
membranes were as previously described (9). The incubation
medium for all experiments was Hanks solution with 10%
(vol/vol) autologous fresh heparinized plasma (obtained as
the supernatant after centrifugation in the neutrophil sepa-
ration technique) and 20 mM N-2-hydroxyethylpiperazine-
N’-2-ethanesulfonic acid (HEPES) at pH 7.2. To test the
effects of endotoxins on chemotaxis to either IL-8 (100
ng/ml) or FMLP (10~7 M), we placed chemoattractant with
endotoxin (100 pg/ml) in the lower compartments of the
chambers and cells with the corresponding endotoxin (100
wng/ml) in the upper compartments. The results were com-
pared with those for chemoattractant without endotoxin in
either compartment as a positive control. To test the effects
on random motility, we placed medium with endotoxin in the
lower compartments and cells with endotoxin in the upper
compartments. The random motility of these cells was
compared with the motility in medium without endotoxin in
either compartment. To test the possible chemotactic activ-
ity of the endotoxins themselves, we placed endotoxin in
medium in the lower compartments and cells in medium
alone in the upper compartments. Migration was compared
with migration in chambers with medium alone in each
compartment.

Complement studies consisted of nephelometric measure-
ments of the levels of binding of appropriate antibodies
(Behring Diagnostics, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia;
catalog no. OSAP15 and OSAO15) to C3c and C4 and
estimates of hemolysis of sheep erythrocytes induced by
treated serum (Quantiplate; Kallestad Inc., Chaska, Minn.).

Statistical comparisons were made with a paired two-
tailed ¢ test.

The results of the investigation of the effects of endotoxins
on chemotaxis to IL-8 and FMLP are shown in Table 1.
Chemotaxis (percentage of cells passing through the sparse-
pore membrane) to IL-8 and chemotaxis to FMLP in the
absence of endotoxin were 24.3% = 4.3% and 32.2% =
16.1%, respectively. In the presence of the various endotox-
ins the chemotactic responses to IL-8 were all significantly

INFECT. IMMUN.

TABLE 1. Effects of endotoxins on chemotaxis of neutrophils
to FMLP and IL-8

% of cells passing through a sparse-pore
membrane (mean + SE for triplicate

Endotoxin experiments) to:
FMLP IL-8
None 32.2+16.1 243 £ 4.3
E. coli 36.0 = 18.3 15.7 = 19.7¢
K. pneumoniae 42.0 = 14.7 9.8 + 7.0°
V. cholerae 37456 14.3 + 14.5¢
S. flexneri 23.8 £ 6.5 9.2 + 8.4¢
S. typhosa 35.7 + 16.8 9.4 = 8.0¢
P. aeruginosa 439 = 23.2 10.6 = 7.7°

2 Result was significantly (P < 0.05) different from that for IL-8 in the
absence of endotoxin.

(P < 0.05) lower than those in the presence of IL-8 alone and
ranged between 9.2% = 8.4% and 15.7% = 19.7%. No
endotoxin, however, had any statistically significant effect
on chemotaxis of the cells to FMLP.

The results of the study of the effects of endotoxins on
random motility and the possible chemotactic activity of the
endotoxins themselves are shown in Table 2. The random
motility of neutrophils through a standard polycarbonate
membrane in the chambers in the presence of S. flexneri
endotoxin (25.3% * 18.6% of cells passed through the
membrane) was significantly (P < 0.05) lower than that in the
absence of endotoxin (70.1% =+ 15.7% of cells passed
through the membrane) in medium alone, but none of the
other endotoxins had a significant effect on the random
motility of the cells. No significant chemotactic response
(percentage of cells passing through the sparse-pore mem-
brane in the chambers) to any endotoxin in the lower
compartment was detected.

In the studies of complement activation (Table 3), endo-
toxins of K. pneumoniae and P. aeruginosa moderately and
markedly reduced total hemolytic complement levels in
serum, respectively, but without changing C3c and C4
levels, as measured by sheep erythrocyte assays. No other
endotoxin had any effect on the parameters of complement
activation tested by these methods.

The present results concerning the lack of effect of endo-
toxins on chemotaxis to formyl peptide are difficult to
reconcile with previous reports of a corresponding positive

TABLE 2. Chemotactic potency and effects on random
motility of endotoxins®

Chemotactic potency (% of Random motility (% of

Endotoxin cells passing through a cells passing through a
sparse-pore membrane) standard membrane)
FMLP (positive 36.6 = 1.0 ND
control)
None (negative 44 +35 70.1 £ 15.7
control)
E. coli 7.3 +99 73.2 + 6.4
K. pneumoniae 11.9 + 8.0 43.8 = 20.6
V. cholerae 7.0 5.0 55.9 + 21.6
S. flexneri 8.3 £ 8.7 25.3 + 18.6°
S. typhosa 15.4 = 13.6 79.6 = 11.9
P. aeruginosa 11.5 = 10.4 51.2 £ 19.3

“ Results are means * standard errors for triplicate experiments.
b Result was significantly (P < 0.05) different from that in the absence of
endotoxin.
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TABLE 3. Effects of endotoxins (100 pg/ml) on complement
fractions of fresh human serum

Amt (g/liter) of:

. Hemolysis

Endotoxin ﬁ (Urml)
None 0.79 0.31 180
E. coli 0.74 0.28 180
K. pneumoniae 0.85 0.29 9
V. cholerae 0.77 0.28 164
S. flexneri 0.86 0.29 148
S. typhosa 0.75 0.28 180
P. aeruginosa 0.93 0.30 <23

effect (18, 26). However, methodological differences, espe-
cially the improved technique and possibly the different
substratum used in our chemotaxis assay, may have been of
significance. The lack of apparent activation of the comple-
ment system by all endotoxins except those of K. pneumo-
niae and P. aeruginosa may have been related to the dose of
endotoxin used (100 pg/ml), since much higher doses on the
order of milligrams per milliliter) have been required to
activate the complement system of serum in previous studies
(24). Alternatively, the sheep erythrocyte assays used in the
present study may have been insensitive to changes in the
activation of the alternative complement pathway (32).

The inhibitory effect of all endotoxins on chemotaxis to
IL-8 but not to FMLP may indicate different mechanisms of
induction of chemotaxis by the two agents. Chemotaxis to
FMLP is mediated by the FMLP receptor, transduced
through GTP-binding membrane proteins (2). The receptor
for IL-8 is distinct from the receptor for FMLP (4, 34), and
the IL-8 receptor or its corresponding transduction mecha-
nism may be sensitive to inactivation by endotoxins. How-
ever, the inhibitory effect of endotoxins on chemotaxis to
IL-8 also appears to parallel the inhibitory effect of these
substances on chemotaxis to C5a (18, 20, 21). It is conceiv-
able that separate mechanisms govern chemotaxis to endog-
enous mediators and to formyl peptide (37). The further
elucidation of the mechanisms of effects of endotoxins on
neutrophils will necessarily involve the study of both the
control mechanisms and the transduction mechanisms asso-
ciated with these receptors.

This work was supported by the Australian Research Council.
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