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ABSTRACT Leishmania are parasites that survive within
macrophages by mechanism(s) not entirely known. Depres-
sion of cellular immunity and diminished production of
interleukin 18 (IL-1$) and tumor necrosis factor a are
potential ways by which the parasite survives within macro-
phages. We examined the mechanism(s) by which lipophos-
phoglycan (LPG), a major glycolipid of Leishmania, perturbs
cytokine gene expression. LPG treatment of THP-1 monocytes
suppressed endotoxin induction of IL-1f steady-state mRNA
by greater than 90%, while having no effect on the expression
of a control gene. The addition of LPG 2 h before or 2 h after
endotoxin challenge significantly suppressed steady-state
IL-18 mRNA by 90% and 70%, respectively. LPG also inhibited
tumor necrosis factor a and Staphylococcus induction of IL-13
gene expression. The inhibitory effect of LPG is agonist-
specific because LPG did not suppress the induction of IL-13
mRNA by phorbol 12-myristate 13-acetate. A unique DNA
sequence located within the —310 to —57 nucleotide region of
the IL-18 promoter was found to mediate LPG’s inhibitory
activity. The requirement for the —310 to —57 promoter gene
sequence for LPG’s effect is demonstrated by the abrogation
of LPG’s inhibitory activity by truncation or deletion of the
—310 to —57 promoter gene sequence. Furthermore, the
minimal IL-18 promoter (positions —310 to +15) mediated
LPG’s inhibitory activity with dose and kinetic profiles that
were similar to LPG’s suppression of steady-state IL-183
mRNA. These findings delineated a promoter gene sequence
that responds to LPG to act as a “gene silencer,” a function,
to our knowledge, not previously described. LPG’s inhibitory
activity for several mediators of inflammation and the per-
sistence of significant inhibitory activity 2 h after endotoxin
challenge suggest that LPG has therapeutic potential and may
be exploited for therapy of sepsis, acute respiratory distress
syndrome, and autoimmune diseases.

Leishmania are obligate intracellular protozoan parasites of
mammalian macrophages. The hallmark of leishmaniasis is mac-
rophage deactivation. Studies of the immunopathogenesis of
leishmaniasis have reported that macrophage antileishmanial
activity is decreased by several cytokines (1-4). Deactivation by
cytokines explains events during acute disease, but initial events
of how Leishmania enters the macrophage without activating
macrophages remain poorly defined.

Several lines of evidence suggest that lipophosphoglycan
(LPG), a conserved major glycolipid molecule on the surface of
all Leishmania species, is required for intracellular survival and
may mediate macrophage deactivation (for reviews, see refs. 5
and 6-8). The most direct evidence is the rapid elimination of
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LPG-deficient leishmania and the protection from macrophage
killing conferred by passive transfer of LPG to LPG-deficient
parasite (6, 8). Moreover, LPG is rapidly transferred from the
parasite to the surface of the macrophage after in vitro infection
suggesting that LPG when shed from the leishmania may mediate
deactivation of macrophage functions (8-10).

In studies of patients with acute visceral leishmaniasis, we
observed diminished in vitro production of interleukin 18
(IL-1B) and tumor necrosis factor « (TNF-«) in response to
bacterial lipopolysaccharide (LPS, endotoxin) and heat-killed
Listeria (11). Similarly, macrophages infected in vitro with
Leishmania donovani amastigotes or treated with purified LPG
produced lower amounts of IL-13 (10, 12-14). IL-18 is known
to be an important mediator of immunity and inflammation
(15-18). However, the mechanism(s) by which LPG down-
regulates cell function and cytokine gene expression is not
known (10). Herein, we report that LPG affects IL-18 gene
expression by predominantly suppressing transcriptional activ-
ity, and a unique DNA sequence of the IL-18 promoter
mediates LPG’s inhibitory effect. Furthermore, the kinetics of
LPG’s inhibitory activity and suppression of several agonists
(e.g., endotoxin, TNF-«, and Staphylococcus) relevant to clin-
ical states of overt activation of macrophages were defined.
The potential to exploit LPG as an antiinflammatory agent for
clinical use in overt cell-activation states is discussed.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Human Monocytes and Their Isolation, Cell Lines, and
Reagents. Human peripheral blood cells obtained by adher-
ence to plastic were 99% monocytes (3, 4). Human monocytic
cells THP-1 (TIB-202) and plasmid containing glyceralde-
hyde-3-phosphate dehydrogenase (GAPDH) cDNA were ob-
tained from American Type Culture Collection (ATCC no.
57090). Plasmids containing IL-18 cDNA were obtained from
Steve Gillis, Immunex, Seattle, WA, or from ATCC (no.
39925) (19). Reagents and manufacturers were as follows:
endotoxin from Escherichia coli serotype 055:B5 (Sigma) and
TNF-« (gift from Genentech).

LPG. LPG was isolated and purified from L. donovani
promastigotes as described (20). The molecular weight of LPG
was taken as 9.5 X 10° and 10 ug/ml is equal to 1 uM.
Structurally, LPG consists of four distinct domains: (i) a
saccharide cap, (if) a repeating phosphodisaccharides galac-
tosyl-mannose, (iif) a phosphosaccharide core, and (iv) a
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lyso-alkyl-phosphatidylinositol (5). Two structural domains of
LPG used in these experiments were repeating phosphodi-
saccharides galactosyl-mannose, and lyso-alkyl-phosphatidyl-
inositol. These LPG fragments were prepared as described
elsewhere (21, 22). The methods for isolation and treatment of
LPG and fragments removes or deactivates endotoxin. The
LPG and LPG fragments used in these experiments was free
of protein and endotoxin (<10 pg per 100 pg, as determined
by the Limmulus amebocyte assay) (20).

Cell Culture and Treatment with LPG and Stimuli. Human
monocytes were cultured in endotoxin-free complete medium
(3, 4). THP-1 monocytic cells were maintained in complete
medium [RPMI 1640 medium/2 mM L-glutamine/penicillin
(100 units/ml)/streptomycin (100 wg/ml), supplemented with
5 X 1075 M 2-mercaptoethanol, and 10% heat-inactivated fetal
bovine serum]. For experiments to determine the effect of
LPG, THP-1 cells (10 X 10 cells per condition) in complete
medium were treated with or without 0.01-2 uM LPG (0.1-20
pg/ml) for different times either before (— h), simultaneously
with (0 h), or after (+ h) the addition of inducers of IL-13
including endotoxin, TNF-«, phorbol 12-myristate 13-acetate
(PMA), or opsonized heat-killed Staphylococcus epidermidis.
A single colony of S. epidermidis grown overnight was washed,
diluted to 3 X 108 organisms per ml in normal saline, heated
at 65°C for 1 h, irradiated with 3000 rads (1 rad = 0.01 Gy),
and stored at —70°C. Bacteria opsonized by addition of 0.9 ml of
a 1:10 dilution of the stock to 0.1 ml of serum for 2 h by tumbling
rotation were diluted in medium and added to monocytes.

To exclude that LPG affects global cell function and viabil-
ity, human cell lines (THP-1 and U937 monocytes and A3.01
T cells), peripheral blood mononuclear cells, and murine
RAW 264.7 monocytic cells were cultured in medium or
medium containing LPG (2 uM) at 37°C for 3 days or for 7 days
in the presence of phytohemagglutinin (2 ug/ml). Cells cul-
tured with LPG or medium alone were similar in cell viability
(as measured by flow cytometry of propidium iodide-stained
cells and trypan blue exclusion), proliferative response to
mitogen (as measured by [*H]thymidine incorporation), and
protein synthesis (as measured by protein content and lactate
dehydrogenase activity per mg of protein in cell lysates).

Northern Blot Analysis. THP-1 cells are functionally very
similar to peripheral blood monocytes, in particular, the
regulation of IL-1B gene (23-28). Cells treated with or without
LPG and/or inducers of IL-18 were harvested by gentle
scrapping with a rubber policeman and pelleted by centrifu-
gation (500 X g, 5 min). Total RNA was extracted (RNA
STAT-60 solution, Tel-Test Friendswood, TX) by a single-step
method (29) and quantitated by spectrophotometry. Equal
amount of total RNA was resolved on a 1.2% agarose/
formaldehyde denaturing gel and transferred by capillary
action onto nylon membrane (0.45 wm pore-size Nytran,
Schleicher & Schuell). Membranes were prehybridized and
hybridized with 3?P-labeled cDNA (30). IL-18 or GAPDH
cDNA fragment was excised with restriction enzymes and
purified using standard techniques (30). Purified IL-18 or
GAPDH cDNAs (0.1 pg) were labeled with [a-3?P]dCTP using
random-priming method (Boehringer Mannheim). After hy-
bridization, washed membranes were exposed to film. Quan-
titative analysis was performed using PhosphorImager ana-
lyzer (Molecular Dynamics). In experiments using S. epider-
midis, cells were washed twice with ice-cold medium and
centrifugation at 160 X g and 250 X g, each for 5 min to remove
excess S. epidermidis. The percent suppression of IL-13 mRNA
was normalized by the amount of GAPDH in each condition,
which varied <10%.

IL-1 mRNA Stability. THP-1 cells (107 cells per condition)
stimulated with endotoxin at 2 ug/ml or endotoxin at 2 ug/ml
plus 2 uM LPG for 2 h were treated with actinomycin D (6
pg/ml) and cells were harvested for total RNA at the time
indicated. IL-18 mRNA present 2 h after endotoxin or endo-
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toxin plus LPG treatment was used as a reference to compare
residual IL-18 mRNA. An equivalent amount of RNA for each
condition separated and transferred to nylon membrane was
probed with 3?P-labeled IL-18 cDNA or GAPDH cDNA.

In Vitro Transcription by the Nuclear Run-Off Assay.
THP-1 cells (5 X 107 cells) treated with or without 2 uM LPG
for 2 h were stimulated with endotoxin at 2 wg/ml for 1-2 h,
at 37°C in 5% CO,/95% air, and nuclei were isolated as
described (31). The nuclear run-off assay for in vitro transcrip-
tion was performed as described (31).

Plasmid Constructs. The pTK.CAT (4.5 kb), containing the
thymidine kinase (TK) promoter, the chloramphenicol acetyl-
transferase (CAT) gene, the simian virus 40 polyadenylylated
site, and parts of the pUC plasmid including ampicillin-
resistance (AmpR) gene was deleted of the TK promoter and
IL-1B genomic sequence (positions —1110 to +15) or trun-
cated sequence was linked upstream to CAT gene (Xhol-
HindIII) (23). 5' truncated promoter sequences were created
by restriction enzyme digestion of the isolated IL-18 sequence.
The truncation mutants are: —1110(Xbal), —680 (Sau3Al),
—310 (Dral), —131 (HindIII), and —57 (Ddel), with numbers
indicating base pairs upstream relative to the transcription
start site (24). We used human IL-13 promoter fragments
containing position —3757 to +11, full-length (XT-CAT), and
a deletion mutant (positions —3757 to —2729 linked to —131
to +11) derived from ABDC-454 and inserted into CAT gene
plasmid vector pA10CAT (3M) (25, 26).

Transfection and CAT Assay. THP-1 cells were transfected
with supercoiled plasmid DNA containing IL-18 promoters
(3-5 g per 107 cells) using modified DEAE-dextran method
and (23) incubated in RPMI 1640 medium supplemented with
2.5% fetal bovine serum and L-glutamine for 48 h were treated
with LPG for 2 h (or not treated) and challenged with
endotoxin. Harvested cells were disrupted in 150 ul of 0.25 M
Tris'HCl, by three freeze—thaw cycles. Supernatants clarified
by centrifugation (15,000 X g, 5 min) were collected and equal
amounts of protein extracts (Commassie blue assay, Bio-Rad)
varying from 50 to 75 ug between experiments were used for
the CAT assay as described (30, 31) and quantitated by
PhosphorImager for 2-16 h. In some experiments, cells co-
transfected with 2 ug of control plasmid pSV B-galactosidase
(Promega) was used to normalize transfection efficiency. Basal
CAT activity in medium condition was subtracted and the
percent inhibition was expressed as [1 — (relative units from
LPG plus inducer/relative units from inducer)] X 100.

RESULTS

Effect of LPG on LPS-Induced IL-18 Gene Expression. Fig.
1 shows that LPG from Leishmania suppressed the steady-state
mRNA of IL-18 induced by endotoxin. Maximal suppression
of IL-1B steady-state mRNA (>90%) was observed when LPG
was added between 2 h before and 1 h affer stimulation with
endotoxin. Interestingly, LPG treatment 2 h after endotoxin
challenge retained inhibitory activity, suppressing 70% of
IL-1p steady-state mRNA. Control experiments showed that
LPG had no detectable effect on expression of GAPDH, a
constitutively expressed gene; in contrast LPG inhibited IL-13
mRNA in the same sample (Fig. 1 Inset). Moreover, LPG had
no effect on cell viability (over 98% living), proliferative
response to mitogen, and protein synthesis (data not shown).
Increasing the time of LPG treatment before or after endo-
toxin challenge resulted in lower inhibitory activity of LPG. In
fact, LPG’s inhibitory activity was undetected when LPG (1 or
2 uM) was added 4 h before endotoxin challenge (data not
shown). Lack of LPG’s inhibitory activity in the latter case is
not due to loss of membrane-bound LPG because the amounts
of LPG bound to the cell surface detected by monoclonal
antibody and flow cytometry (FACS) analysis were similar
between cells pretreated with LPG for 2 h and 4 h (32, 33).
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Fic. 1. LPG-suppressed endotoxin (LPS)-induced IL-1B gene
expression. Each data point is the mean * SD of three to six
experiments. (Inset) Autoradiograph of a representative Northern blot
analysis of IL-18 mRNA (1.7 kb) and GAPDH mRNA (1.2 kb), and
photograph of ethidium bromide-stained gel (EB). Lanes: 1, medium;
2-11, LPS at 2 pg/ml; 3-11, LPG at indicated times in relations to
challenge with LPS.

To see whether the whole LPG molecule is required for the
inhibitory effect, we tested two structural domains of LPG,
namely, phosphodisaccharides galactosyl-mannose and lyso-
alkyl-phosphatidylinositol (8, 10, 32). LPG (2 uM) pretreat-
ment for 2 h resulted in ~90% suppression of endotoxin-
inducted of IL-18 mRNA; in contrast, treatment with phos-
phodisaccharides galactosyl-mannose or [yso-alkyl-
phosphatidylinositol (2 uM for 2 h), followed by endotoxin (2
pg/ml) challenged had no effect on IL-18 mRNA level (n =
3, data not shown). We next examined the effects of varying
concentration of LPG on endotoxin-induced IL-18 gene ex-
pression. Illustrated in Fig. 2 is the finding that treatment with
increasing concentrations of LPG from 0.01 to 2.0 uM resulted
in greater suppression of IL-18 mRNA level; maximum inhibition
achieved was greater than 90%. Increasing the dose of endotoxin
from 0.1 to 3 ug/ml shifted the dose—suppression curve to the
right but did not overcome LPG’s inhibitory effect.

LPG Suppression on IL-13 Gene Expression Is Not Revers-
ible by Washing, Is Agonist-Specific, and Affects Primary
Monocytes. To examine the specificity of LPG’s inhibitory
activity, (/) we found that washing cells pretreated with LPG
(2 h) could not reverse the suppression of endotoxin-induced
IL-1B steady-state mRNA (Fig. 3/, lanes 3 and 4 compared
with lanes 5 and 6). (ii) We observed that LPG pretreatment
(2 h) inhibited the induction of IL-18 mRNA by cytokine
TNF-a and serum-opsonized S. epidermidis but not by PMA.
As shown in Fig. 324, LPG inhibited TNF-a-induced IL-183
mRNA by 60 *+ 10% (mean * SD, n = 5). In contrast, LPG
did not suppress steady-state IL-18 mRNA in response to
PMA (Fig. 32b, PMA versus PMA plus LPG: lane 3 versus 4
and lane 5 versus 6, respectively, n = 3) while able to inhibit
endotoxin-triggered IL-183 gene expression (Fig. 32b, lane 1
versus 2). We next examined the effect of varying the time of
LPG treatment on S. epidermidis-induced IL-18 gene expres-
sion. LPG treatment of THP-1 cells 2 h before, simultaneously
with, or 2 h after challenge with S. epidermidis suppressed
IL-18 mRNA levels by 80 * 19%, 40 = 10%, and 20 = 5%,
respectively (Fig. 33 and data not shown). We also evaluated
whether LPG had similar inhibitory effect on peripheral blood
(primary) monocytes. Primary monocytes pretreated with
LPG (2 uM, 2 h) and challenged with endotoxin (2 ug/ml) or
S. epidermidis had suppressed levels of IL-18 mRNA by ~80%
(data not shown).
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FiG. 2. IL-1B mRNA LPG-suppressed in a dose-dependent man-
ner. THP-1 cells treated with LPG (2 h) were challenged with LPS
(mean of three or four experiments; SD <10% of the mean). (Inset)
An autoradiograph of one representative Northern analysis. Lanes: 1,
medium; 2-5, LPS at 0.5 ug/ml; 6-9, LPS at 1 ug/ml; 3 and 7, LPG
at 0.01 uM; 4 and 8, LPG at 0.1 uM; 5 and 9, LPG at 1.0 uM.

Effect of LPG on IL-18 mRNA Stability and Transcription.
To characterize the suppression of mRNA levels, first, we
examined whether LPG decreased mRNA stability. Although
LPG enhanced the rate of IL-18 mRNA loss, as illustrated in
Fig. 4, mRNA instability was increased by LPG by no more
than 30%, which does not account for reduced steady-state
IL-18 mRNA level of 90%. Therefore, we examined whether
LPG’s inhibitory activity is mediated by suppressing IL-13
gene transcription in the nuclear-run off assay. Endotoxin
induced high levels of IL-1p transcripts. LPG clearly inhibited
the endotoxin-induced IL-18 mRNA transcription by ~65%
(Fig. 5, lane 2 versus 3). This inhibition is specific for IL-18
because in vitro transcription of GAPDH was similar all
treatment conditions.

IL-1 Promoter Analysis and Identification of a LPG
Inhibitory Response Gene Sequence. Having found that LPG
predominantly suppressed gene transcription, we explored the
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Fic. 3. (1) Washing to removal LPG had no effect on LPG
suppression of IL-183 gene expression. THP-1 cells pretreated or not
with 1 or 2 uM LPG for 2 h were washed twice, resuspended in medium
or LPS at 2 ug/ml, and cultured for 4 h. Lanes: 2, medium; 1 and 4-6,
LPS at 2 ug/ml; 3 and 5, 2 uM LPG; 4 and 6, 1 uM LPG; 3 and 4, not
washed; 5 and 6, washed after treatment with LPG. (2) LPG sup-
pressed the induction of IL-18 mRNA by TNF-« but not by PMA. (a)
THP-1 cells treated with LPG (2 uM, 2 h) were stimulated with TNF-«
at 50 ng/ml (2 h) or with LPS at 2 ug/ml (4 h). Representative
autoradiograph of four experiments. Lanes: 1, TNF-«; 2, TNF-a plus
LPG; 3, LPS; 4, LPS/LPG; 5, LPG 2 uM. IL-18 was not detected in
medium condition (data not shown). (b) Representative autoradio-
graph from three experiments showing IL-18 mRNA from THP-1 cells
pretreated 2 uM LPG for 1 h (lanes 2, 4, and 6) and stimulated for 4 h
with LPS at 2 ug/ml (lanes 1 and 2) or with PMA at 25 ng/ml (lanes
3 and 4) or at 50 ng/ml (lanes 5 and 6). (3) LPG suppressed S.
epidermidis induction of IL-1B. Autoradiograph from THP-1 cells
after the following treatments. Lanes: 4, 2 uM LPG for 2 h; 5,
simultaneous treatment with 2 uM LPG and S. epidermidis (Se); 1,
medium; 2, LPS at 2 pg/ml for 4 h; 3-5, opsonized heat-killed S.
epidermidis.
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possibility that a specific sequence within IL-13 gene promoter
mediated inhibition of gene transcription. In THP-1 mono-
cytes transiently transfected with plasmids containing the 5’
flanking regions of IL-18 gene (positions —1110 to +15, —680
to +15, —310 to +15, —131 to +15, —57 to +15) linked to
CAT gene (23, 24), LPG suppressed endotoxin-induced CAT
activity by ~40% in plasmids containing the promoter sequences
from positions —1110 to +15, —680 to +15, and —310 to +15
(Fig. 6). The major DNA sequence required for LPG suppression
of endotoxin-induced CAT activity appears to reside within the
region of positions —310 to —57, because truncation of IL-18
promoter nucleotide sequences to position —131 significantly
reduced LPG’s inhibitory activity to only 7 = 1% (suppression of
endotoxin-induced CAT activity) and deletion to —57 nucleotide
sequence upstream to the transcriptional start site completely
abrogated LPG’s inhibitory activity.

Previous reports have described that nucleotide sequence of
positions —3757 to —2729 upstream to the region of positions
—1110 to +15 of the IL-18 promoter contribute to maximal
endotoxin-induced transcription (25, 26). To determine
whether this region also mediated LPG’s inhibitory effect, we
transiently transfected human THP-1 monocytes with a con-
struct containing the full-length IL-18 construct, positions
—3757 to +11, linked to CAT (XT-CAT, Fig. 7). Compared
with basal CAT activity, endotoxin-induced CAT activity was
increased by more than 20-fold. Pretreatment with LPG (2
uM) for 1 h suppressed endotoxin-induced CAT activity by
50 = 5% (n = 5) (Fig. 7). We next tested the IL-13 promoter
construct X2-HT-CAT (positions —3757 to —2729 directly
linked to positions —131 to +11) in which the nucleotide
sequence of positions —2729 to —131 has been deleted from
the full-length IL-18 promoter. Fig. 7 showed that THP-1
monocytes transiently transfected with X2-HT-CAT re-
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F1G.4. LPG lowers the stability of IL-183 mRNA. (4) IL-18 mRNA
stability after LPS or LPS/LPG treatment, and the amount of IL-13
mRNA present at 2 h. Each condition was taken as the reference for
comparison of residual IL-18 mRNA at the later times (mean of three
or four experiments; SD < 10% the of mean). (B) Representative
autoradiograph of the effect of LPG on mRNA levels of IL-18 and
GAPDH. Lanes: 1-8, LPS at 2 ug/ml; 5-8, 2 uM LPG.
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IL-18 —

F16. 5. LPG suppresses transcription of IL-183 gene. Illustrated is
an autoradiograph of one representative of three nuclear run-off
assays. Lanes: 1, medium; 2, LPS; 3, LPG/LPS. IL-18 and GAPDH
transcripts detected were indicated.

sponded to endotoxin (2 pg/ml) by increasing CAT activity by
more than 30-fold from basal. In cells transfected with the
deletional mutant construct X2-HT-CAT, pretreatment with
LPG (2 uM, 1 h) suppressed endotoxin-induced CAT activity
by only 8 = 4%.

Dose and Kinetic Characteristics of the LPG-Responsive
IL-1$3 Promoter Sequence (Positions —310 to +15). To pro-
vide additional support that the region of positions —310 to
+15 of the IL-1B3 promoter mediates LPG’s inhibitory activity,
we utilized this minimal IL-13 promoter sequence to charac-
terize its response to LPG. In THP-1 monocytes transiently
transfected with positions —310 to +15 of the IL-18 promoter
sequence, LPG suppressed endotoxin-induced CAT activity in
a dose-dependent manner similar to LPG’s inhibitory effect on
steady-state mRNA (Fig. 84). Moreover, maximal inhibitory
activity of LPG was observed for LPG treatment from 2 h
before endotoxin challenge to 1 h after endotoxin challenge,
in a manner similar to LPG’s suppression of steady-state
mRNA (Fig. 8B).

DISCUSSION

This report showed that LPG from Leishmania down-
modulated endotoxin-induced IL-18 mRNA expression in a
dose- and time-dependent manner. Its effect is agonist-
specific: suppressing IL-18 gene expression induced by endo-
toxin, TNF-«, and S. epidermidis while having no effect on
PMA-triggered IL-18 mRNA accumulation. This effect of
LPG is gene-specific since the expression of a constitutive
gene, GAPDH, was not affected by LPG. Moreover, removal
of LPG did not abrogate this effect, the whole LPG molecules
is required, and cell viability, proliferative response, and
protein synthesis were not affected by LPG (data not shown
and refs. 5-10). We have also found that LPG’s effect is not
restricted to THP-1 cells and IL-18 gene. LPG inhibited
endotoxin-induced expression of TNF-a genes in both THP-1
cells and (primary) blood monocytes (data not shown, unpub-
lished results) and inhibited the release of immunoreactive IL-1
B from primary monocytes challenged with either endotoxin or
S. epidermidis. Remarkably, despite stimulation with endotoxin or
S. epidermidis for 72 h, LPG retained significant inhibitory activity
on IL-1B protein production (data not shown).

LPG suppression of endotoxin-induced IL-18 mRNA is
predominantly mediated by inhibiting transcription. LPG’s
inhibition of gene transcription required a unique IL-1j8
promoter sequence located within the region of positions —310
to —57. This is evident by deletion and truncation analysis of
the IL-1B promoters and the finding that deletion of the DNA
sequence of positions —310 to —57 from the promoter (full
length) abrogated LPG’s inhibitory activity. Furthermore, that
the sequence from positions —310 to —57 of the IL-1B
promoter mediates LPG’s effect is shown by its transcriptional
activity having a dose and kinetic profiles that were similar to
LPG’s suppression of steady-state level of IL-13 mRNA (Fig.
8 versus Figs. 1 and 2). These data strongly suggest that a
unique DNA sequence located in the region of positions —310
to —57 of the IL-18 promoter mediates LPG’s inhibitory effect
and argue that LPG-mediated response is not merely by
antagonizing endotoxin-mediated response. The finding that a
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FiG. 6. DNA nucleotide sequence (positions —310 to —57) of the
IL-1B promoter is required for LPG’s inhibitory activity. THP-1 cells
were transfected with plasmids containing the full-length (positions
—1110 to +15) or 5 truncation IL-1B promoter sequences. After 48 h
of culture cells were treated or not with 2 uM LPG (2 h) and stimulated
with LPS at 2 ug/ml (20-24 h). CAT activity of cell lysates was
measured. LPS-induced CAT activity on average was 8-fold (6- to
18-fold) above medium control. Illustrated data are the mean of four
to six experiments.

unique IL-1B promoter DNA sequence mediates LPG’s in-
hibitory effect is novel and not previously reported.

Our observation extends some findings by several investi-
gators but are in distinct contrast to other findings. The
discrepancy between our findings is likely due to treatment
with LPG in our study while Reiner et al. (14) examined
monocytes infected with amastigotes, which possess very low
amounts of LPG (5). In a prior study, Descoteaux et al. (33)
found that LPG alone triggered expression of c-fos by murine
macrophages; in contrast LPG treatment suppressed endotox-
in-induced c-fos mRNA while enhancing endotoxin-triggered
TNF-a mRNA level. Our difference may be due to studies
conducted in murine versus human mononuclear phagocytes.

We believe alternative mechanism(s) may play a more
important role. (/) Multiple AP-1 (fos/jun) sites are present in
the full length IL-18 promoter upstream to the region of
positions —310 to —57 while LPG’s inhibitory activity is
restricted to this region. (if) The PU.1 sites (and possibly
NF-IL6) within the nucleotide sequence from positions —310
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F16.7. Positions —310 to —57 of the IL-1p promoter are required
for LPG’s inhibitory activity. THP-1 cells transfected with plasmid
containing positions —3757 to +11 (XT-CAT) or —3757 to —2729
linked to the promoter sequence positions, —131 to +11 (X2-HT-
CAT), were treated with LPG (2 uM) (2 h) and challenge with LPS
at 2 ug/ml (24 h). Cells were also cotransfected with 2 pg of control
plasmid pSV B-galactosidase to normalize for transfection efficiency.
After measurement and normalization for B-galactosidase expression,
CAT activity were assayed and quantitated (n = 5).

to +15 are critical for IL-18 gene expression in response to
endotoxin, TNF-a, and lipoarabinomannan of Mycobacterium
tuberculosis (23-26). (iii) Additional DNA binding sites are
also present within the nucleotide sequence of positions —310
to +15 of the IL-1B promoter gene (23-26, 34-39)]. Based on
the finding of a LPG response promoter sequence, we spec-
ulate that (i) LPG diminishes IL-18 transcription by inhibiting
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Fi6.8. Time- and dose-dependent effects of LPG on transcription
using the IL-1B promoter from positions —310 to +15. (A4) Illustrated
is the dose-dependent inhibitory activity of LPG on transcription
activity (mean of four to eight experiments). (B) Kinetics of LPG
treatment on LPS induction of CAT activity (n = 3 to 5 experiments).
THP-1 cells transfected with the IL-1 8 promoter plasmid were treated
either with LPG (0-2 uM) for 2 h or with LPG (2 uM) for indicated
time and challenged with LPS (2 pg/ml) for 24 h.
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binding and/or endotoxin activation of DNA binding protein(s)
or (if) LPG transiently induces an as yet unidentified nuclear
binding protein(s) that acts as a transcription repressor.

LPG likely alters cell function via a membrane event because
within 15 min after infection with L. donovani, LPG is trans-
ferred to macrophage’s cell surface (9, 32). LPG may interfer
with endotoxin signaling by competing for endotoxin binding
protein or CD14 or by insertion into the cell lipid bilayer
(40-42). Alternatively, LPG may interact with an undefined
receptor-signaling pathway leading to suppressed gene expres-
sion as suggested by the finding that (i) LPG treatment 2 h after
endotoxin challenge blocked IL-18 gene expression and (i)
the inhibition of gene transcription is mediated by a LPG
response DNA sequence (positions —310 to —57) in the IL-18
promoter, while response elements critical for maximal endo-
toxin effect are upstream to this region.

The finding that a parasite product modulates expression of
anonself gene has precedence. For example, sodium salicylate,
a product of plants, has been reported to inhibit the activation
of human NFkB; a nematode has been shown to direct the
expression of root-specific gene that modifies root formation
of the plant to supports nematode development; and lastly,
lipoarabinomannan of M. tuberculosis-induced IL-1B gene
expression via PU.1 (and possibly NF-IL6) DNA motifs (23—
26, 37, 43, 44). However, most examples involve enhancing
gene expression; therefore, LPG may be the first negative-
regulator of gene expression that mediates its action by a
unique promoter sequence acting as a “gene silencer”.

The suppression of IL-13 (and TNF-«, unpublished data)
gene expression by LPG to multiple agonists provides an
explanation for macrophage deactivation and defective T-cell
response in patients with leishmaniasis (4, 45). Suppression of
IL-1B and TNF-a gene expression may be Leishmania’s evo-
lutionary strategy to block immune response because both
cytokines activates macrophage anti-Leishmania activity (2, 3);
and IL-1B is a costimulus for memory T-cell activation and
triggers IL-2 production (15-18, 46). In addition to suppressing
cytokine expression, we have shown that LPG binds avidly to
endothelial cells and inhibits endotoxin-triggered endothelial
cell adhesion to leukocytes (32).

In light of these findings it seems feasible that LPG, an
evolutionary perfected molecule, represents a new class of
compounds that may be exploited for clinical use as an
antiinflammatory agent for overt vascular cell-activation
states. Sepsis initiated by endotoxin is amplified by proinflam-
matory cytokines, such as, IL-18 and TNF-a. The organ
damages involve overt activation of phagocytes (e.g., mono-
cytes) and of vascular endothelium. Current strategies for
treatment of sepsis have significant limitations, and thus far,
have not demonstrated clinical benefit (47). The features of
LPG found in this study and on endothelial cells (32) strongly
suggest that LPG has therapeutic potential for treatment of
sepsis, acute respiratory distress syndrome, and autoimmunity.
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