1duasnue Joyiny vd-HIN 1duasnue Joyiny vd-HIN

wduosnue Joyiny vd-HIN

o WATIG,

HE

M 'NS;))\

D)

NS

NIH Public Access

Author Manuscript

Published in final edited form as:
Hum Mutat. 2009 September ; 30(9): 1348-1354. doi:10.1002/humu.21076.

A survey of ABCA1 sequence variation confirms association
with dementia

Chandra A. Reynolds?, Mun-Gwan Hong?, Ulrika K. Eriksson?, Kaj Blennow3, Anna M.
Bennet?, Boo Johansson?, Bo Malmberg®, Stig Berg®, Fredrik Wiklund2, Margaret Gatz2,
Nancy L. Pedersen?6, and Jonathan A. Prince?

1Department of Psychology, University of California at Riverside, Riverside, CA 92521, USA

?Department of Medical Epidemiology and Biostatistics, Karolinska Institutet, 171 77 Stockholm,
Sweden

SInstitute of Neuroscience and Physiology, Sahlgrenska Academy at University of Gothenburg,
431 80 Molndal, Sweden

“Department of Psychology, University of Gothenburg, 405 30 Géteborg, Sweden

SInstitute of Gerontology, School of Health Sciences, Jénkoping University, 551 11 Jonkdping,
Sweden

5Department of Psychology, University of Southern California, Los Angeles, CA 90089-1061,
USA

Abstract

We and others have conducted targeted genetic association analyses of ABCAL in relation to
Alzheimer disease risk with a resultant mixture of both support and refutation, but all previous
studies have been based upon only a few markers. Here, a detailed survey of genetic variation in
the ABCA1 region has been performed in a total of 1567 Swedish dementia cases (including 1275
with Alzheimer disease) and 2203 controls, providing evidence of association with maximum
significance at marker rs2230805 (OR = 1.39; 95% CI 1.23-1.57, P = 7.7 x 10~8). Haplotype-
based tests confirmed association of this genomic region after excluding rs2230805, and
imputation did not reveal additional markers with greater support. Significantly associating
markers reside in two distinct linkage disequilibrium blocks with maxima near the promoter and in
the terminal exon of a truncated ABCAL splice-form. The putative risk allele of rs2230805 was
also found to be associated with reduced cerebrospinal fluid levels of B-amyloid. The strongest
evidence of association was obtained when all forms of dementia were considered together, but
effect sizes were similar when only confirmed Alzheimer disease cases were assessed. Results
further implicate ABCAL in dementia, reinforcing the putative involvement of lipid transport in
neurodegenerative disease.
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Introduction

Cholesterol metabolism is an intriguing biological target for study in relation to dementia
risk. The original discovery of genetic association of APOE (MIM# 107741) and Alzheimer
disease (AD) risk served as the first strong indication of a link between lipids and
neurodegeneration [Strittmatter et al., 1993]. Sequence variants of APOE contribute to
variability in cholesterol and phospholipid levels [Viiri et al., 2005; Yue et al., 2005] which
is likely to be a primary pathogenic mechanism leading to AD [Corder et al., 1993; Poirier et
al., 1993; Strittmatter et al., 1994]. Apart from directly influencing plasma lipid levels
[Beekman et al., 2004] APOE also appears to strongly affect -amyloid (AB) deposition in
the brain [Beffert et al., 1999], suggesting a connection between AP, the main component of
plaques, and apolipoprotein metabolism. In further support of this, another prominent
phenotypic consequence of APOE polymorphism is to increase variance in cerebrospinal
fluid (CSF) levels of the 42 amino acid fragment of B-amyloid (AB1_42) [Prince et al., 2004].
Importantly, other genes that are proven to lead to rare familiar forms of AD (APP, PSEN1,
and PSEN2) [Goate et al., 1991; Rogaev et al., 1995; Sherrington et al., 1995] have also
been shown to be involved in B-amyloid metabolism [Scheuner et al., 1996]. On this basis,
the identification of genes that contribute to variance in both A and lipid processing may be
of aid in understanding the biological mechanisms underlying AD.

Genetic association studies of cholesterol related genes in relation to AD are abundant but
have not yet produced any highly replicable novel candidates apart from APOE. One gene
however that has received more attention than others is ABCAL, encoding the ATP binding
cassette Al transporter (MIM# 600046). ABCA1 has been studied extensively in relation to
cholesterol metabolism following the discovery that mutations in ABCAL are the primary
cause of Tangier disease, for which a key biological feature is a reduction in plasma HDL
levels [Bodzioch et al., 1999; Brooks-Wilson et al., 1999; Rust et al., 1999; Clee et al., 2001;
Tregouet et al., 2004]. ABCAL facilitates the unidirectional efflux of free cholesterol and
phospholipids from cells and the lipidation of most of the exchangeable apolipoproteins
(including APOA1 and APOE), enabling the formation of nascent HDL molecules [Yancey
et al., 2003]. Studies have shown that deficiency of ABCAL1 in the brain leads to a specific
decrease in APOE levels [Hirsch-Reinshagen et al., 2004; Wahrle et al., 2004]. Interestingly
ABCAL, like APOE, appears to be involved in A metabolism [Fukumoto et al., 2002], a
result that fits with evidence suggesting a relationship between cholesterol metabolism and
AP metabolism [Simons et al., 1998; Kojro et al., 2001]. Emerging data thus suggest that
ABCAL1 plays an important role in lipid metabolism in both peripheral tissues and the
central nervous system (CNS), and like APOE, may influence Ap. Genetic association
studies of ABCAL and AD risk or AD-related phenotypes have produced a mixture of
positive findings [Wollmer et al., 2003; Katzov et al., 2004; Sundar et al., 2007] and
negative reports [Li et al., 2004; Shibata et al., 2006]. All previous studies however have
focused on a few genetic markers. In the present study we have attempted to rectify this by
conducting a more thorough genetic analysis of the ABCAL region and broadening our
search to include both dementia and AD risk.

Materials and Methods

Human Samples

Samples used in the present study were derived primarily from the population-based
Swedish Twin Registry [Lichtenstein et al., 2002; Pedersen et al., 2002]. An independent
non-twin case-control Swedish AD sample was also included. In total, DNA was available
for 1567 dementia cases and 2203 controls (1275 had a possible or probable AD diagnosis).
Among dementia cases, 1233 were unrelated. There were 990 men and 1213 women in the
control group, and 598 men and 969 women in the dementia group. Average age-at-
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sampling for controls was 77.7 + 8.7 (SD) years and age-at-onset for dementia/AD cases
was 75.3 £ 8.3 (SD) years. Samples are described in more detail below.

SATSA—The Swedish Adoption/Twin Study of Aging (SATSA) sample comprises all
pairs of twins who indicated that they had been separated before the age of 11 and reared
apart and a sample of twins reared together matched on gender and date and county of birth
[Pedersen et al., 1984]. Participants were aged 50 and older at first cognitive testing
(Median=65 years). SATSA twins aged 50 and older were invited to participate in-person
testing sessions (IPT) in which cognitive functioning and performance measures were
administered (Median age =65 years). Altogether 858 twins have been followed
longitudinally up to six IPT sessions across 19 years. Blood samples for DNA extraction and
genotyping for the current analyses were collected at the third IPT. Individuals in SATSA
were screened for cognitive dysfunction by telephone using the TELE interview [Gatz et al.,
1995] or by in-person MMSE performance [Gatz et al., 1997; Pedersen et al., 2004]. Those
who screened positive were assessed clinically, including physical and neurological
examinations, neuropsychological assessment, and neuro-imaging. Diagnoses were made by
consensus conference with a multidisciplinary team, following DSMIII-R criteria and
NINCDS-ADRDA criteria for AD. In addition, other dementias were assessed, including
vascular dementia (VaD), mixed Alzheimer's and vascular dementia, dementia due to a
particular cause (e.g., hydrocephalus or Parkinson's disease) or dementia unspecified. There
were 65 pairs (aged 55+ yrs) in which one or both were demented as assessed by AG
08724/01-07. Surviving SATSA twins were again evaluated for dementia by AG
08724/08-12 (HARMONY), described below. The current study included 625 individuals
with DNA.

OCTO-twin—The OCTO-Twin sample began with 351 twin pairs (149 MZ and 202 like-
sex DZ pairs) aged 80 years or older (i.e., birth years 1913 or earlier). Average age was
83.57 and 67% of the sample were female. Up to five waves of longitudinal follow-ups at
two year intervals were conducted on all living twins who agreed to participate, irrespective
of co-twin status. Blood samples for subsequent extraction of DNA were collected between
the first and second in person assessment. One hundred seventy five (175) dementia cases
were identified by a comparable process to SATSA but were followed in the framework of
the OCTO-Twin schedule. Surviving OCTO-Twin participants were again evaluated for
dementia by HARMONY. The current study included 443 individuals with DNA.

GENDER—AII living pairs of unlike-sex twins born between 1906 and 1925 were
identified through the Swedish Twin Registry. A total of 605 twin pairs were sent surveys
assessing health and other factors [Gold et al., 2002]. A subset of this population-based
sample completed in-person assessments consisting of a short cognitive battery and the same
health assessments as in SATSA and OCTO-Twin. A total of 488 individuals agreed to give
blood samples in the in-person assessment. Members of this sample who were demented
have been formally diagnosed through HARMONY and after the third wave of in-person
assessments by GENDER, similar to the process in SATSA. The current study included 411
individuals with DNA.

HARMONY—AII twins from the Swedish Twin Registry aged 65 and older were screened
by telephone for cognitive dysfunction [Gatz et al., 2005]. This included any surviving twins
from the SATSA, OCTO-Twin and GENDER studies described above. The response rate to
the screening was 71% out of a total population of 20,269 [Gatz et al., 2005]. A total of
14,435 twins were screened by telephone, seen in person and/or screened by proxy (56%
female). The protocol resulted in 11.5% screening positive for cognitive dysfunction.
Clinical diagnoses are available for 1488 twins not identified and worked-up by the earlier
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SATSA and OCTO-Twin studies. Diagnoses were made by consensus conference, following
DSM 1V criteria and NINCDS/ADRDA criteria for AD. In addition, other dementias were
assessed (e.g., vascular dementia -VaD; mixed Alzheimer's and vascular dementia) using
established criteria (see Gatz et al., 2005). The current study included 1147 individuals with
DNA.

The Swedish non-twin case-control sample consists of 896 late-onset Alzheimer disease
(LOAD) patients and 248 controls. These individuals were recruited from three prospective
longitudinal studies of patients with dementia from Malndal, Pited, and Malmo, Sweden. In
the AD cohort, 803 had a clinical and 93 a neuropathological diagnosis. All clinically
diagnosed AD patients underwent a thorough investigation, which included a medical
history, physical, neurological and psychiatric examination, screening laboratory tests, ECG,
X-ray of the chest, EEG, and computerized tomography (CT) of the brain. MMSE was
administered by a trained nurse and recorded in journals. When the study was completed and
AD cases identified, journals were reviewed for the latest MMSE score. Clinical AD
diagnoses were made according to the NINCDS-ADRDA criteria. All neuropathologically
diagnosed AD patients also fulfilled the clinical NINCDS-criteria for probable AD and met
the neuropathological CERAD criteria for definitive AD. Among controls, 140 were healthy
volunteers without history, symptoms or signs of psychiatric or neurological disease,
malignant disease, or systemic disorders. Cognitive status was examined using MMSE, and
individuals with scores below 28 were not included as controls. There were 108 autopsy
controls consisting of patients who had died from cardiac disease or malignant disease.
Their medical records revealed no history of dementia or other psychiatric or neurological
diseases. Post-mortem examination revealed no macroscopic infarcts. All autopsy
individuals (AD and control) were matched by age at death and all clinically diagnosed AD
cases and healthy volunteers were matched by age-at-onset/age-at exam respectively.

An additional reference Swedish population was included consisting of 3013 men from the
CAPS (Cancer Prostate in Sweden) study. Subjects with prostate cancer were identified and
recruited from four of the six regional cancer registries in Sweden diagnosed between 2001
and 2003. Among 3648 identified subjects with prostate cancer, 3161 (87%) agreed to
participate. Control subjects, who were recruited concurrently with case subjects, were
randomly selected from the Swedish Population Registry and matched according to the
expected age distribution of cases (groups of 5-year intervals) and geographic region. A total
of 2149 of 3153 control subjects (68%) who were invited subsequently agreed to participate
in the study. DNA samples from blood were available for 2893 case subjects (92%) and
1781 control subjects (83%). For the present study a total of 3013 men (1025 control
subjects and 1988 case subjects) from the CAPS population with genome-wide SNP data
available were selected as a reference population.

Marker Selection

Genetic markers around ABCA1 (including 20kbp upstream of the transcription start site and
10kbp downstream of the transcription end site) were selected with previous findings,
functional candidature, LD, and Illumina SNP design score as criteria (the full final list is
shown in Supp. Table S1). lllumina scores were calculated by an algorithm developed by the
company that predicts success of the assay for the marker. Markers rs4149268 and
rs3890182 were included since these were identified to associate with lipid level in recent
genome-wide studies [Kathiresan et al., 2008; Willer et al., 2008]. Based on the genotype
data for CEU samples of HapMap Release 22, all polymorphic markers in the dataset were
taken into consideration. At first, LD blocks were searched with Haploview 4.0 [Barrett et
al., 2005]. Prioritization included markers in exons, within 80bp of exon boundaries, and
within 1kb upstream from the 1st exon or downstream from the last exon of any predicted
gene according to the UCSC genome browser, and SNPs that can tag the LD blocks. Among
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the markers outside of LD blocks, those which could be prioritized by the same scheme
were included. After selection, Illumina scores for all markers were calculated and those that
didn’t satisfy the criteria for Illumina probe chemistry were replaced with an SNP in perfect
LD if available (r2 = 1) or other tagging SNP.

Genotyping was performed using the Illumina GoldenGate assay system on Illumina
BeadStation 500G X equipment, currently housed and implemented at the Uppsala
University SNP Technology Platform. A detailed description of the technology, the staff and
the genotyping facility can be found online at
(http://www.medsci.uu.se/molmed/snpgenotyping/methods.htm). Prior to use on the
Illumina system, all samples were subjected to Whole Genome Amplification (WGA) using
standard kits involving Phi29 DNA polymerase (Amersham). For three markers (rs2230806,
rs2230808 and rs4149313) genotyping of all samples prior to whole genome amplification
was also conducted using Dynamic Allele Specific Hybridization [Prince et al., 2001]. We
note that markers rs2230806, rs2230808, rs4149313, rs2066718, and rs4149312 were
previously reported on in a subset of 537 cases and 511 Swedish controls that overlap with
the present study [Katzov et al., 2004].

CSF Biomarkers

Statistics

Results

CSF samples were obtained in the AD case-control study by lumbar puncture in the L3/L4
or L4/L5 inter-space. Further details of CSF collection can be found elsewhere [Andreasen
etal., 1999]. CSF AP42 was determined using a sandwich enzyme-linked immunosorbent
assay (ELISA) (Innotest b-amyloid (1-42), Innogenetics, Ghent, Belgium) constructed to
specifically measure AB42 [Vanmechelen and Vanderstichele, 1998]. The microtubule-
associated protein tau, a CSF marker of neuronal degeneration, was determined using a
sandwich ELISA (Innotest hnTAU-Ag, Innogenetics, Ghent, Belgium) constructed to
measure total tau, i.e., all isoforms of tau irrespective of phosphorylation state [Blennow et
al., 1995].

Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium for individual loci was assessed using the Pearson x?2 statistic.
Initial tests of association between individual markers and dementia risk were performed
without considering family structure using Haploview v4.1 [Barrett et al., 2005]. Odds ratios
presented using Haploview were based upon allele counts. To account for relatedness,
secondary analyses were conducted where only one twin was included among MZ pairs,
both members of DZ pairs and all non-twin case-control participants. Haplotype background
testing around rs2230805 was performed using the proxy association function implemented
in PLINK [Purcell et al., 2007]. Haplotypes were further estimated after LD block definition
in individual blocks using Haploview v4.1 [Barrett et al., 2005]. Tests of genotypes versus
quantitative traits (age-at-onset, CSF tau, and CSF AB42) were conducted using ANOVA.

Through marker prioritization (see Methods) a list of 52 SNPs was decided upon for which
genotyping assays were designed and all DNA samples subjected to (1567 dementia cases
and 2203 controls). Genotypes were obtained for 46 markers with success rates > 90% for
all individuals. Genotyping success rates for all markers were equivalent in men and women
and in cases and controls. Across these markers, genotyping was attempted in duplicate in
100 individuals, for which there were no discordant calls. From the outset, we were
particularly interested in rs2230806 (R219K), rs2230808 (R1587K), and rs4149313
(1883M), since these are the only known common non-synonymous variants (nsSNPs) in the
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region. Prior to genotyping on the lllumina platform and prior to WGA, DASH [Prince et
al., 2001] had also been used previously for these markers in all samples (previously
unpublished — see methods). Genotyping concordance between the two platforms was in
excess of 98% for all three markers (not shown). Of note, rs2230806 was not in Hardy-
Weinberg equilibrium (HWE), but the deviation was equivalent using both of the above
genotyping platforms. We explored this more closely by stratifying both by disease, gender,
and sample origin (twins or non-twin case-control study — see methods) and noted that
distortion of HWE was only evident in women. Three additional markers in LD with
rs2230806; rs2230805 (r2 = 0.80), rs2472386 (r2 = 0.38), and rs2065412 (r2 = 0.15) also
deviated significantly from HWE, but this was again restricted to women only. The strongest
deviation was noted for rs2230805 (p = 4.5 x 1079, N = 2144). For the other markers, in
each case the significance of the deviation in women decreased with decreasing LD from
rs2230805 (p = 7.4 x 107> for rs2230806; p = 0.0025 for rs2472386; p = 0.044 for
rs2065412). We considered whether this could be due to non-specific amplification of
homologous X-chromosome regions, but BLAST searches failed to identify sequence
similarities. There were no confirmed polymorphisms (including structural variants)
adjacent to either rs2230805 or rs2230806 that could be interfering with PCR or genotyping
probe chemistry. The significance of the deviation from HWE for rs2230805 was p = 0.29
and p = 5.7 x 107 in men and women from the twin sample, respectively, and p = 0.06 and
p = 1.3 x 10~* in men and women from the non-twin case-control sample, respectively. In
both cases the deviation was on the order of 2—-3% decreased heterozygosity, with an
elevation of both rare and common-allele homozygotes. To evaluate if the deviation from
HWE in women was age dependent, we stratified the sample at the median age into younger
(age < 78) and older (age > 78) groups. The strongest deviation was found in the elderly
group of women and this is shown in Table 1.

An initial screen of all 46 markers in the total sample in relation to dementia risk was
performed using Haploview v4.1. This indicated strong association of both rs2230805 (OR
=1.39; 95% Cl 1.23-1.57, P = 7.7 x 108) and rs2230806 (OR 1.25, Cl 1.12-1.40, P = 5.9 x
107°), with several additional markers exceeding an uncorrected p-value threshold of 0.05
(see Supp. Table S1). For both rs2230805 and rs2230806 (both are G/A polymorphisms),
the common 'G' allele was associated with increased risk. Testing rs2230805 across gender
indicated similar effect sizes in both men (OR = 1.40, 95% CI 1.15-1.71, p=4.0 x 107%)
and women (OR = 1.40, Cl 1.19-1.60, p = 2.3 x 10™°), suggesting that the previously
observed HWE distortion was not a contributing factor. The common allele of marker
rs2230805 was significantly enriched when only possible and probable AD cases were
considered (OR = 1.41, Cl 1.23-1.61, p = 3.1 x 10~ /). The original study design for this
project was to have case-control studies from twin and non-twin samples as two independent
replication materials, but in the interest of power we considered all samples together for
primary analyses. Nonetheless, we did note that for rs2230805, the common allele was
significantly enriched in twin (OR = 1.30, Cl 1.10-1.53, p = 1.4 x 1073) and non-twin (OR
=1.57, Cl 1.21-2.03, p = 4.0 x 10~4) samples when considered separately. Although we
didn’t specifically genotype and report on rs2230805 previously [Katzov et al., 2004], we
had tested other markers in ABCAL in a subset of the present study. Removal of the 537 AD
cases and 511 controls previously reported provided an OR estimate for rs2230805 of 1.33,
Cl 1.16-1.52, p = 15 2.4 x 10™°. The effect size estimate in those 537 cases and 511 controls
was OR 1.40, Cl 1.10-1.77, p = 0.006.

We used IMPUTE [Marchini et al., 2007] to probabilistically infer additional genotypes
from the ABCAL region. With 10kb windows on either side of the directly typed region, this
resulted in a total of 148 additional markers with >90% genotype calls across individuals at
a posterior probability in excess of 90%. The results of all 194 markers for dementia risk in
all samples are shown in Figure 1. No additional markers exceeded the statistical
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significance of either rs2230805 or rs2230806. Figure 1 in particular highlights two possible
independent LD blocks with significant signals. Genotypes of rs2230805 (the marker
exhibiting the maximum significance of the first LD block) and rs12350560 (the maximum
for a directly genotyped marker in the second LD block) were entered as terms in a logistic
regression model and this also supported their independence (not shown). A second question
is whether epistasis occurs between these two sites and thus a genotype by genotype
interaction term was also tested with logistic regression, but this was not significant. Finally,
we evaluated the joint effects of these two markers, again using logistic regression and
establishing risk scores based upon number of risk alleles from each of the two loci
(rs2230805 and rs12350560). This is shown in Table 2, where the result was highly
significant (OR 1.35; 95% CI 1.23 — 1.50, p = 1.6 x 10~9), but was not consistent with
additivity.

We used the proxy association function that is provided with PLINK [Purcell et al., 2007] to
assess the haplotype background around rs2230805. This provided evidence of association
with haplotypes constructed using adjacent markers in the absence of rs2230805 (omnibus p
= 0.016 considering all haplotypes and with p = 3.8 x 107 for the best single haplotype).
Further tests of haplotypes using only the original set of 46 directly typed variants were
conducted with Haploview 4.1, with significant haplotype differences between cases and
controls being noted for multiple blocks (full results are shown in Supp. Table S2).

We evaluated the allele frequencies of directly genotyped markers against a relatively large
independent and distinct Swedish reference population that had been genotyped as part of a
genome-wide association study (see materials). This was done in order to assess if the
dementia cases or the controls deviated from the population frequencies. In comparing non-
demented controls against this reference population, there was only one instance of a
significant difference from among thirteen markers that overlapped between the samples
(rs4149271, p = 0.031). Of particular note, the minor-allele frequency (MAF) for rs2230805
in the reference population was 0.222, versus 0.228 in the non-demented control population
(p = 0.36), supporting that it is the allele frequencies of dementia group that differ from the
Swedish population average.

Markers rs2230805, rs2230806, and rs10512338 were tested for association with additional
AD/dementia-related quantitative traits, specifically age-at-onset, and CSF measures of
ApB4o and tau. Only AD cases were included in this analysis. Across these traits and markers
there was evidence that rs2230805 influenced variance in CSF APy levels (Fp 624 = 5.04, p
= 0.0066). Post-hoc pair-wise tests suggested this was mainly driven by a difference
between the heterozygote group and common allele homozygotes (F1 g1 = 8.3, p = 0.0042)
whereby common homozygotes had lower average ABy; levels (A/G =556 + 234 (SD) vs.
G/G =503 + 182 (SD) in pg/ml CSF). This is consistent with this allele increasing risk,
considering that AD cases have lower AB4, levels than controls and that APOE &4 is
associated with low CSF APg4y levels [Prince et al., 2004].

Marker rs2230805 is located in the last exon of the only putative alternative splice-form of
ABCAL (BC034824). This truncated form comprises 5 exons and its function is presently
unknown. The program F-SNP [Lee and Shatkay, 2008] was used to assess the alternative
alleles of this marker for potential functional effects, but no important differences were
noted. In order to explore for effects of genetic variants on ABCAL expression, we extracted
genetic and expression data from previous genome-wide studies that had both sources of
information [Dixon et al., 2007; Myers et al., 2007]. Of the genetic markers in the latter
study, 55 SNPs around ABCA1 were tested for association with a single ABCA1 target
transcript expression in 193 brain samples using PLINK. There were no variants showing
significant association with P-values < 0.05 after Bonferroni correction for 55 tests.
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Likewise, we investigated association between ABCA1 expression in lymphocytes of 400
individuals and genetic variants using SNP Browser 1.0.1 [Dixon et al., 2007], but no
significant effects were noted.

Twin-pair adjusted tests were conducted for rs2230805 to account for dependencies that
may impact standard errors and thus significance levels. Alternating logistic regression
(ALR) was used to account for pair dependency, allowing both members of the pair to enter
in the analyses while accounting for MZ and DZ pair correlation structures [Carey et al.,
1993; Jansson et al., 2003]. The total N was 3,682 with 2,679 clustered pairs, where those in
the case-control sample were treated as members of incomplete DZ pairs. The ALR
procedure resulted in an odds ratio (OR) and a 95% confidence interval for estimating the
prediction of rs2230805 on dementia.

Covariates included sex. Statistical analyses were performed in SAS 9.1 using the
GENMOD procedure (SAS Institute, Inc., Raleigh, NC). Correcting for sex, the effect of
rs2230805 was significant at p = 7.8 10~/ (OR=1.34, 95% Cl=1.19-1.50). The equivalent
logistic model not accounting for twin-ness (recoding genotypes as 0, 1, and 2) was
significant at p = 2.3 x 10~ (OR 1.34, 95% CI = 1.19-1.49). One final model was also
fitted for rs2230805 adjusting for the known association with APOE, by including e4 carrier
status as a covariate. This significant at p = 3.2 x 10~/ (OR 1.36; 95% CI = 1.21-1.55).

Discussion

A survey of genetic variation spanning the ABCA1 locus was performed in relation to
dementia and Alzheimer disease risk. Using a combination of direct genotyping and
imputation, strong evidence of association was obtained for multiple SNPs in the region,
with a focal point around markers rs2230805 and rs2230806. The latter marker has been
extensively studied in relation to both AD risk and numerous other phenotypes, in particular
those related to cardiovascular disease and plasma lipid traits (e.g. Clee et al., 2001). With
special regard to rs2230806, there have been some important contingencies, with one report
emphasizing strong genetic association in a gender specific manner [Sundar et al., 2007].
Estimates of effect sizes however in the present study suggest equivalence in both women
and men. Additionally, there has been a recent report of potential modification of ABCA1
association with AD by APOE, but no such evidence of interaction was observed in the
present data set [Rodriguez-Rodriguez et al., 2007].

Support that ABCA1 may be involved in dementia risk is also provided by the observation of
a modest, but significant effect of the key associated variant (rs2230805) on CSF levels of
APB4o. The putative risk allele was associated with lower CSF levels, this being consistent
with the effect of the &4 allele of APOE, which is also associated with both increased risk
and reduced CSF Ap4,. The effect size for rs2230805 was however much lower than for
APOE, with the former contributing to approximately 1.6% of the variance in CSF ARy, in
contrast to 8.1% for APOE [Prince et al., 2004]. If an effect on A by ABCAL is etiological,
then these effect sizes may be seen to mirror well the putative disease risk increase by the
respective genes (OR 1.35 for ABCA1, and OR 6~8 for APOE). In terms of additional AD/
dementia related phenotypes, no effects of disease-associated markers were noted with CSF
levels of tau, or with AD or dementia age-at-onset as previously reported [Wollmer et al.,
2003].

The key disease-associated marker, rs2230805, is a synonymous coding variant, but it is
unclear if its alternative alleles differentially affect the binding of common splicing factors.
This might however be supported in that mMRNA sequencing efforts have identified a
possible ABCA1 splice-form that is truncated just after the exon in which rs2230805 occurs.
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We also used a relatively new resource that combines information from multiple prediction
tools for the functional consequences of SNPs [Lee and Shatkay, 2008]. This did highlight a
potential change for rs2230805 for exonic-splicing regulatory (ESR) sequences, but this was
only evident in 1 of 4 databases and so in our view remains to be proven experimentally. An
intriguing finding in the present study was that significant signals may be occurring in two
separate LD blocks, with an additional associated locus (apart from that containing
rs2230805) residing nearer to the gene promoter. Thus if allelic heterogeneity is present for
this locus, there may be two alternative splice forms, each susceptible to variable expression
levels due to promoter variation. This may be one explanation to why our in silico search for
variants affecting expression levels was negative. Each of these possible mechanisms may
be targets for cell-based assays and/or estimates of splice-form levels in human samples.

The deviation from Hardy-Weinberg equilibrium for key associated variants is an important
issue in this study. The arguments that this may be a real observation are that this is
exhibited by multiple markers in LD and for one marker (rs2230806) genotyping was
confirmed with a second distinct methodology. The most intriguing aspect is that the
deviation is apparent only in women, and seen to be replicating in two independent samples.
Thus, for genotyping error to be the cause would require the selective miscalling of
genotypes in women, as well as miscalling of 4 adjacent markers that happen to be in LD.
For the latter, the markers are sufficiently distant from one another that genotyping
chemistry is not likely to be a factor. We consider two possible explanations for these
observations. The first is that it is not genotyping error for a single marker, but rather
distortion of haplotype frequencies in the region. The second, which is not exclusive from
the first, is that haplotype frequencies are changing with age in women and at advanced age
(women represented in this sample) it can be detected as a deviation from Hardy-Weinberg.
This is supported in that the deviation from HWE is more severe in this sample in elderly
individuals. Genotyping in additional large samples of both young and elderly women will
be necessary to validate this.

In summary, we present further evidence of genetic association of ABCA1 with both AD and
dementia in general for a Swedish population. For these particular samples, the interval
possibly containing functional variation is narrowed with the marker showing the best
evidence being located in exon 5. There was however an indication that additional
functional variation might be occurring in the promoter and thus allelic heterogeneity may
be an important consideration in further replication efforts. The issue of Hardy-Weinberg
disequilibrium in women is intriguing and strongly deserving of further study.
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Figure 1.

Schematic overview of the ABCAL region from marker rs363717 to marker rs3887137
(106.68 Mb to 106.73 Mb on chromosome 9q) depicting LD structure represented by r2
values (darker shading = higher LD). Unadjusted allelic association of —logygP (Y-axis)
values for 194 genetic markers (46 directly genotyped and 148 imputed) in the X-axis in
relation to the full dementia versus control sample are shown with a maximum for
rs2230805. ABCAL1 is transcribed from right to left in the above scheme and extends from
approximately marker 185 to 1. The dashed horizontal line reflects an unadjusted p = 0.05
threshold.
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Table 2

Joint effects of markers rs2230805 and rs12350560

Genotype at rs2230805 Genotype at rs12350560 Score  Nr Cases (%) Nr Controls (%)

AA AA 0 0 1

AA AG 1 8(0.5) 25 (1.2)

AG AA 1 " "

AG AG 2 118 (8.4) 247 (12)
AA GG 2 " "

GG AA 2 " "

AG GG 3 459 (32.7) 788 (38.5)
GG AG 3 " "

GG GG 4 819 (58.3) 989 (48.3)

Page 16

Logistic regression was used to evaluate significance based upon a cumulative allele risk score. Four groups (1-4) were generated by combining
groups with equivalent risk scores. The "zero" score group was removed since only one observation was available. The full additive model result

was OR 1.35; 95% CI 1.23 - 1.50, p = 1.6 x 1079,
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