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Abstract
Natural killer T (NKT) cells play a pivotal role in maintaining immune homostasis. They recognize
lipid antigen in the context of CD1d molecules and subsequently produce cytokines that activate
cells of both the innate and adaptive immune responses. Many studies examining patients with
autoimmune disease or cancer have shown that there is a reduction in both NKT cell number and
function. Due to the complexities of manipulating NKT cells in vivo, ex vivo expanded effector NKT
cells would be an excellent therapeutic modality. To date, immunotherapy utilizing the NKT/CD1d
system has been dependent on the use of autologous DC in the presence or absence of a synthetic
glycolipid, α-galactocylceramide. Here we report a novel technique that facilitates the growth and
analysis of NKT cells through the use of CD1d-expressing aAPC. CD1d-based aAPC can effectively
propagate both canonical (iNKT cells) and noncanonical (Vα14−) NKT cells. Importantly, CD1d-Ig
aAPC can expand NKT cells from cancer patients. Thus, CD1d-expressing aAPC will enhance our
knowledge of NKT cell biology and could potentially be used as a novel tool in adoptive
immunotherapeutic strategies.
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1. Introduction
Numerous studies have reported that circulating numbers of NKT cells are reduced in cancer
patients (Kawano et al., 1999; Tahir et al., 2001; Fujii et al., 2003). In fact, a recent study
examining a large cohort of cancer patients and healthy controls has shown that circulating
NKT cell numbers were 47% lower in cancer patients compared to age and gender matched
healthy controls (Molling et al., 2005). This reduction in NKT cell numbers was independent
of tumor type or tumor load. It was shown that even after effective removal of the tumor by
surgery or radiotherapy NKT cell numbers were not restored to a normal level. In addition, in
two phase I clinical trials, patients injected with either α-GalCer (Giaccone et al., 2002) or α-
GalCer loaded immature dendritic cells (Nieda et al., 2004), the immune system was activated,
but only in patients with detectable NKT cell numbers. More recently, Chang and colleagues
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showed that multiple injections of α-GalCer loaded mature dendritic cells lead to sustained
expansion of NKT cells and antigen specific T cells (Chang et al., 2005). However, these
expanded NKT cells from cancer patients still exhibited reduced capacity for IFN-γ secretion
compared to NKT cells from healthy controls. These studies show that cancer patients have a
deficiency in both NKT cell number and function, which suggests that in vivo NKT cell
modulation would be ineffective and suggest that adoptive immunotherapy by ex vivo
expansion of effector NKT cells could be a more productive strategy.

The potential to utilize NKT cells for therapeutic purposes has significantly increased with the
ability to stimulate and expand human NKT cells with α-GalCer and a variety of cytokines.
One report has shown that α-GalCer stimulated NKT cells can be expanded in a cytokine
supplemented media (Harada et al., 2005). Importantly, these cells retained their original
phenotype, secreted cytokines, and displayed cytotoxic function against tumor cell lines. These
data demonstrate that ex vivo expanded NKT cells remain functional and therefore can be used
for adoptive immunotherapy.

Immunotherapy utilizing the NKT/CD1d system has been limited by the use of autologous
antigen presenting cells in the presence or absence of α-GalCer. The quantity and quality of
these stimulator cells can vary substantially. For example it has been shown that monocyte-
derived DC from cancer patients, express reduced levels costimulatory molecules and produce
less inflammatory cytokines (Bella et al., ; Onishi et al., 2002). Therefore, Shimizu, et al.
recently reported using murine DC rather than autologous APC to test the function of NKT
cells from CML patients (Shimizu et al., 2006). However, this system can only be used for in
vitro testing since NKT cells cannot be expanded by murine DC and then given back to patients.
A standardized system that relies on artificial Antigen Presenting Cells (aAPC) could produce
the stimulating effects of DC without the pitfalls of allo- or xenogeneic cells.

Development of a non-cellular aAPC is important for its potential clinical value to expand ex
vivo antigen specific T cells as part of an adoptive immunotherapy regimen, as well as its ability
to characterize basic requirements for T cell activation. Our laboratory has developed MHC-
Ig based aAPC, which have been shown to effectively expand CMV and MART-1 specific
CTL (Oelke et al., 2003). In the present study we have utilized this concept and developed
CD1d-Ig based aAPC, which can be used to replace autologous α-GalCer pulsed antigen
presenting cells to generate effector NKT cells. Our data demonstrate that CD1d-Ig based aAPC
can effectively propagate NKT cells from both healthy controls as well as cancer patients.

2. Materials and Methods
2.1. Peripheral Blood Mononuclear Cells (PBMC)

PBMC were isolated by Ficoll-Hypaque (Amersham Pharmacia Biotek, Uppsala, Sweden)
density gradient centrifugation. In the initial studies CD3+ primary human T cells were isolated
from the PBMC of healthy volunteers and ovarian cancer patients using the human Pan T cell
isolation kit (Miltenyi). In later studies, CD3+CD161+ human T cells were isolated using the
Pan T cell kit from Miltenyi, then the T cell enriched fraction was incubated with
allophycocyanin-labeled CD161+ mAb (Pharmingen) (100µl/108 cells) for 20 min at 6–12°C,
washed and then incubated with anti-mouse IgG1 microbeads (Miltenyi). All donors gave
written informed consent before enrolling in the study. The Institutional Review Board of Johns
Hopkins Medical Institutions approved this investigation.

2.2. Mice
Wild-type C57BL/6 mice were purchased from The Jackson Laboratory for analyses of liver
mononuclear cells (MNC). All animal procedures were approved by the Johns Hopkins
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University School of Medicine’s Animal Care and Use Committee. Isolation of liver MNC
was performed as described previously (Tupin and Kronenberg, 2006). In brief, hepatic portal
veins were perfused with PBS, and then the livers were removed from mice and placed in PBS
buffer containing 2% FBS and 0.02% sodium azide on ice. They were then minced and pressed
through nylon cell strainers (70 micron, Falcon) and the resulting homogenate was resuspended
in PBS buffer described above. Following centrifugation at 200 × g for 10 min at 4°C, cell
pellets were resuspended in 25 ml of 37% Percoll solution in 50-ml conical tubes and
centrifuged at 700 × g for 12 min at room temperature with the rotor brake on. The resulting
cell pellet containing the MNC was treated with a RBC lysis solution for 2 min at room
temperature, washed twice in PBS buffer, and resuspended in PBS buffer. Cell number and
viability were determined by trypan blue dye exclusion.

2.3. Cell Lines
The Vα14+ NKT cell hybridoma cell lines DN32.D3, N38-2C12, N38-2H4, N38-3C3, and the
CD1d-specific NKT cell hybridoma N37-1A12 (Vα5+), have all been described (Lantz and
Bendelac, 1994; Brutkiewicz et al., 1995) (Burdin, 1998 #2) and were cultured in IMDM
medium supplemented with 5% FBS and 2 mM L-glutamine.

2.4. Generation of artificial Antigen Presenting Cells
The preparation of CD1d-Ig based aAPC was performed according to the previously described
method (Oelke et al., 2003) with minor modifications. Briefly, to conjugate CD1d-Ig dimer
molecules to beads, 50 µg of CD1d-Ig (DimerXI; BD Biosciences) was added to 0.5 ml of
washed epoxy beads (Dynabeads, M-450, Epoxy, 4×108 beads/ml) (Dynal) in sterile 0.1M
Borate buffer, pH 7.0–7.4. The bead protein mixture was mixed with rotation and incubated
for 24h at 4°C. Then the beads were washed twice with rotation in bead wash buffer and the
protein expression was assessed by flow cytometry. All antibodies were purchased from BD
Pharmingen, except PE-anti mouse IgG1 (CalTag). Then CD1d-Ig molecules were loaded with
5 µg/ml of either α-GalCer (purchased from Axxora, LLC) or OCH (kindly provided by Dr.
Zhiping Li, Johns Hopkins School of Medicine) in 1 ml PBS containing 5 × 107 beads. CD1d-
aAPC beads were stored at 4 °C for more than 3 months with no loss in activity. In the
experiments examining costimulatory molecules 50µg of CD1d-Ig was bound either in the
presence of 20µg mAb specific for CD28, CD44 or CD69 (BD Pharmingen) or in the absence
of mAb. Beads without costimulatory mAb contained 70µg mCD1d-Ig to keep the total protein
concentration constant.

2.5. Expansion of Primary human NKT cells
CD3+ T lymphocytes were enriched from PBMC using a Pan T cell isolation kit (Miltenyi).
The resulting population, consisting of >90% CD3+ T cells, was used as responder cells and
stimulated with α-GalCer-loaded hCDd1-Ig based aAPC. In brief, responder cells (104 cells/
well) were co-cultured with 104 α–GalCer-loaded aAPC per well in a 96-well round-bottom
plate in 200 µl/well complete RPMI medium (RPMI 1640 Medium, non-essential amino acids
[Sigma-Aldrich], sodium pyruvate [Gibco, Invitrogen Corporation], vitamin solution [Gibco],
2-mercaptoethanol [Gibco], 10 µM ciprofloxacin [Serologicals Proteins Inc], 10% fetal calf
serum [HyClone], and supplemented with 5% autologous plasma and 3% T-cell growth factor
(TCGF) as previous described. No additional allogeneic feeder cells were used for induction
or expansion of primary NKT cells, unless indicated. Medium and TCGF were replenished
twice a week. On day 7 and weekly thereafter, NKT cells were collected, counted and re-plated
at 104 NKT cells per well, together with 104 fresh α–GalCer-loaded aAPCs per well in complete
medium supplemented with 3% TCGF.
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3 Results
3.1. Generation of artificial Antigen Presenting Cells (aAPC)

Recent studies have shown that antigen-loaded CD1d-Ig fusion proteins can be used to
characterize specific NKT cell populations (Sriram et al., 2005; Park et al., 2008). Here we
first assessed the ability of α-GalCer loaded human CD1d-Ig to bind to human NKT cells.
CD1d-Ig fusion proteins were loaded with α-GalCer, then purified Vα24+Vβ11+ human NKT
cells were stained with either unloaded or loaded CD1d-Ig molecules. As shown in
Supplemental Fig 1A, we found that α-GalCer loaded CD1d-Ig molecules bind specifically to
canonical human NKT cells. We next tested the ability of α-GalCer loaded CD1d-Ig to
stimulate a panel of well-characterized murine NKT cell hybridomas (Lantz and Bendelac,
1994; Bendelac et al., 1995; Burdin et al., 1998; Roberts et al., 2002). The recognition of human
CD1d molecules by murine NKT cells has been reported (Burdin et al., 1998; Naidenko et al.,
1999) and could be useful for optimizing our system. Therefore, plates were coated with α-
GalCer loaded human CD1d-Ig molecules. We then examined the ability of these molecules
to stimulate murine NKT cell lines. While all of the NKT cell lines responded non-specifically
to the anti-CD3 coated plates, we found that α-GalCer loaded CD1d-Ig only stimulated the
canonical Vα14+ NKT cell lines DN32.D3 and N38-3C3 (Supplemental Fig. 1B), but not the
noncanonical, Vα5+ CD1d-specific cell line, N37-1A12 as previously reported (Burdin et al.,
1998). Collectively, our data demonstrate that CD1d-Ig molecules bind to and stimulate NKT
cells in an antigen-specific manner.

CD1d-Ig based aAPC were generated by coupling CD1d-Ig onto magnetic beads. For our initial
prototype we used CD1d-Ig alone or in combination with anti-CD28 mAb (see Fig. 1A for
aAPC schematic). To verify that CD1d1-Ig (Isotype IgG1) molecules and anti-CD28 (Isotype
IgG2a) were indeed stably immobilized onto the surface of the magnetic beads we stained them
with anti-mouse IgG1 or IgG2a antibodies respectively and analyzed by flow cytometry. As
shown in Figure 1B, we found that CD1d-Ig and anti-CD28 antibodies were both detected on
the surface of the magnetic beads. Moreover, when we examined the levels of CD1d in the
presence and absence of anti-CD28 antibodies there were no detectable differences in amount
of CD1d-Ig bound (data not shown). We further confirmed the presence of CD1d moiety using
anti-CD1d antibodies (data not shown) which verified that the chimeric CD1d-Ig was intact.

To determine whether murine CD1d-based aAPC were functional we stimulated the well
characterized NKT cell hybridoma, DN32.D3 with the CD1d-Ig based aAPC and compared
the level of activation to treatment with soluble antigen alone. aAPC stimulation resulted in a
significant increase in NKT cell activation (Figure 1C), as determined by IL-2 released. We
next examined whether aAPC consisting of human CD1d-Ig molecules loaded with α-GalCer
could stimulate mouse NKT cells. Murine NKT cell lines have been reported to recognize
human CD1d molecules (Burdin et al., 1998; Naidenko et al., 1999). The use of the easily
maintained mouse NKT cell lines to optimize our system would be advantageous. As shown
in Fig 1D, murine NKT cell lines were stimulated by the aAPC expressing human CD1d-Ig
loaded with α-GalCer. These data demonstrate that mouse NKT cell lines can be stimulated
by human CD1d molecules. Thus, we are able to use the well- characterized mouse NKT lines
for quality control experiments on different batches of CD1d-Ig based aAPC. Taken together,
these data suggest that aAPC utilizing CD1d1-Ig dimers provide high affinity, divalent
interactions that can trigger TCR crosslinking.

3.2. The Function of Co-stimulatory Molecules can be Assessed using aAPC
CD1d-based aAPC can stimulate NKT cells, thus they can be used as a tool to determine the
effect of costimulatory molecules on NKT cell activation. In these studies, the NKT cell
population (CD1dtetra+ CD3+) was characterized for the expression of CD4, CD44 and CD69,
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thus freshly isolated mononuclear cells were harvested from the liver and spleen of C57BL/6
mice, stained and analyzed by flow cytometry (Supplemental Figs. 2A & B). We found that
both CD4+ and CD4− NKT cells express CD44 and CD69.

Given the relatively high expression of CD44 and CD69, and the study by Larkin, et al. (Larkin
et al., 2006) identifying CD44 as a co-stimulatory molecule, aAPC were generated to express
either mouse CD1d-Ig alone or in combination with either anti-CD28, anti-CD44, or anti-
CD69, using equal amounts of protein on all aAPC. CD1d-Ig aAPC were generated, loaded
with α-GalCer and the aAPC were cocultured with NKT cell hybridomas. As shown in Figs.
2A & B, a modest increase was observed in the presence of anti-CD28, while little or no effect
was observed with anti-CD69. However, the addition of anti-CD44 resulted in a 2.5–4 fold
increase in cytokine production by the NKT cell hybridomas. In the next set of studies we used
a homologue of α-GalCer, OCH, which has been shown to induce a Th2 cytokine bias compared
to stimulation with α-GalCer (Miyamoto et al., 2001). When we examined the stimulatory
capacity of OCH-loaded aAPC, the addition of anti-CD44 and anti-CD28 resulted in an
increase in cytokine production; however, anti-CD69 abrogated NKT cell activation (Figs. 2C
& D).

The expression of co-stimulatory molecules is not essential for the activation of hybridomas;
therefore, it is possible that the presence of these molecules will have a greater effect on the
activation status of primary NKT cells. Therefore, freshly isolated mononuclear cells were
harvested from the livers of C57BL/6 mice. The NKT cell population (NK1.1+ CD3+) was
purified and co-cultured with the panel of aAPC. As shown in Figs. 2E & F, compared to
stimulation with CD1d-Ig alone, the costimulatory molecules enhanced cytokine production.
Notably, anti-CD28 and CD44 significantly increased NKT cell activation.

3.3. CD1d-based aAPC can be used to expand NKT cells from healthy controls and cancer
patients

To explore the potential of aAPC as a novel method for expanding primary human NKT cells,
we obtained PBMC from several healthy volunteers and cancer patients. Bulk CD3+ T cells
were isolated and stimulated with human CD1d-based aAPC in weekly cycles. As shown in
Table 1, we found that α-GalCer loaded aAPC were able to expand the NKT cells population
in both groups up to 120 fold. Notably, the percentage of NKT cells varied significantly in
each individual, as has been reported in the literature. As expected a high initial population of
Vα24+ cells, resulted in higher percentages following expansion. Importantly, we have
demonstrated that CD1d-Ig based aAPC can be used to expand NKT cells from healthy controls
and cancer patients.

We also pulsed bulk irradiated autologous PBMC with α–GalCer to compare expansion rates
between autologous stimulators and aAPC. In these studies, the CD3+ T cell population was
enriched and the CD3− population was pulsed with a-GalCer (100ng/ml) and irradiated. Then
the T cells were either stimulated with irradiated, α–GalCer- pulsed autologous PBMC (1:10
ratio) or with α–GalCer- loaded aAPC (1:1 ratio). The initial population of NKT cells
(Vα24+Vβ11+) 0.16% increased to 7.21% following stimulation with α–GalCer- pulsed
autologous PBMC, compared to stimulation with α–GalCer- loaded aAPC- 5.24%. Although
the percent expansion was comparable between the groups, the total number of NKT cells was
much higher in the group stimulated with aAPC due to a large expansion of the NKT cell
culture (Figure 3).

To further optimize our system, specifically to increase both the percentage and number of
NKT cells we attempted to enrich for the initial percentage of NKT cells. After isolation of T
cell population, the cells were stained with an anti-CD161 mAb. Anti-mouse IgG1 microbeads
were used to separate the CD3+CD161+ cells. Although the NKT cell population
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(Vα24+Vβ11+) was still relatively low (<1%), after two weeks of stimulation with aAPC the
percentage was approximately 60% , representing a 1200 fold expansion. Thus, the initial
manipulation to enrich the iNKT population was helpful in generating an enhanced post-
stimulation specific population. Overall, these studies demonstrate a novel technique to
selectively activate and propagate NKT cells.

DISCUSSION
In this study, we have developed CD1d-Ig based aAPC, which can be used for the activation
and expansion of NKT cells. It has been reported that soluble and plate bound forms of CD1d
molecules loaded with lipid antigen are directly able to target NKT cells in vitro (Naidenko et
al., 1999; Schumann et al., 2003; Sriram et al., 2005; Vasan et al., 2007). The physical
interaction of NK cells with CD1d1 (Huang et al., 2004), but not NKT cell has been examined
using a bead system. Since the engagement of the T cell receptor (TCR) by the CD1d-antigen
complexes is a fundamental requirement of NKT cell activation, antigen:CD1d-Ig complexes,
possibly along with appropriate costimulatory molecules, potentially offer a reliable method
to isolate, activate, and expand effector NKT cell populations. Here, we have demonstrated
that CD1d-Ig based aAPC, made by covalent coupling of CD1d-Ig and potential co-stimulatory
molecules to magnetic beads, can be used as a standardized method for the propagation of NKT
cells. Importantly, our system allows us to expand the NKT cell population from the PBMC
of cancer patients. Moreover, our studies could have wide ranging applications because our
system can be further modified to meet clinical standards so that the expanded cells can be
given back to patients.

From this as well from our previous studies (Schutz et al., 2008; Durai et al., 2009), we know
that our dimer based aAPC system can be used to evaluate different culture conditions, co-
stimulatory- and death-signals. Furthermore, it allows for antigen-specific targeting of different
immune cells. This is important because we have found, as have others, that some patients have
barely detectable numbers of NKT cells (Table 1 and data not shown). In fact in a recent study
(Croudace et al., 2008), examining the in vitro expansion of 25 healthy donors, it was found
that growth rates were highly variable and did not correlate with age, gender, basal circulating
levels or CD1d- ligand used.

To investigate significant decrease in the circulating NKT cell population in cancer patients,
some preliminary studies were conducted. We examined whether PBMC from cancer patients
were able to stimulate mouse NKT cell hybridomas at levels comparable to normal volunteers
(data not shown). We found that when NKT cell hybridomas were cocultured with PBMC from
three normal controls and one breast cancer patient, the PBMC from normal controls were able
to stimulate the NKT cell hybridomas, however the PBMC from the breast cancer patient did
not stimulate any of the NKT cells above background. Thus, it is possible that the low frequency
of NKT cells in cancer patients may be caused by a lack of stimulation. Furthermore, it suggests
that in contrast to CD1d-based aAPC, autologous DC from cancer patients may not offer the
optimal level of stimulation. The lack of stimulation provided by cancer patient DC may explain
why previous studies have found the absence of a significant in vivo response following either
direct α-GalCer injections or adoptive transfer of autologous α-GalCer pulsed DC. In fact,
Imataki and colleagues recently reported similar findings (Imataki et al., 2008).

We found that CD1d-Ig based aAPC can be used as a tool to examine the effect of specific
costimulatory signals on NKT cell activation. As shown in Fig. 2C & D, we found that anti-
CD44 had a strong costimulatory effect on the NKT cell hybridomas. A modest increase was
observed in the presence of anti-CD28, while little or no effect was observed with anti-CD69.
However, anti-CD28 had strong co-stimulatory effect on primary liver NKT cells, compared
to stimulation with aAPC expressing anti-CD44 and anti-CD69. This could be a result of tissue
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specific differences in the NKT cell population, as well as a difference in primary cells and
hybridomas. The NKT cell hybridomas used in this study were derived from thymi and the
primary cells were isolated from the liver. It will be interesting to see if there are tissue specific
differences that determine the co-stimulatory requirements for NKT cells (Lantz and Bendelac,
1994; Brutkiewicz et al., 1995) (Burdin, 1998 #2). In our human NKT cell expansion studies,
we found similar percentages of Vα24+Vβ11+ cells (Figure 3) after two weeks of stimulation
with autologous PBMC or aAPC; however, the total cell number was much lower in the group
stimulated with pulsed autologous PBMC, as compared to aAPC based NKT cell expansion.

In conclusion, we have studied stimulation and expansion of NKT cells in healthy donors and
cancer patients and modeled those studies on standard α-GalCer pulsed autologous APC
mediated stimulation. We designed an artificial APC which is adaptable to any requirements
we find necessary for optimal NKT cell proliferation. When aAPC are compared to standard
autologous PBMC-based induction and expansion, the current standard for NKT cell
expansion, aAPC compared favorably. Thus, aAPC represent a robust versatile technology
useful for inducing and expanding NKT cells. Together these studies demonstrate that the
CD1d-Ig based aAPC system has the potential to provide a better understanding of NKT cell
biology which may lead to new strategies to enhance current approaches in cancer
immunotherapy.

Supplementary Material
Refer to Web version on PubMed Central for supplementary material.

Abbreviations used in this paper

NKT Natural killer T

aAPC artificial Antigen Presenting Cells

α-GalCer α-galactosylceramide

MNC mononuclear cells

TCGF T-cell growth factor
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Fig. 1.
Schematic diagram of CD1d-based aAPC. (A) In this system, CD1d-Ig is used to provide the
cognate antigen specific signal through the TCR (signal 1) and anti-CD28 Abs or other
costimulatory molecules provide signal 2. These molecules can be easily loaded with lipid
antigens, such as α-GalCer, simply by incubating them with an excess of the lipid of interest.
(B) aAPC were analyzed for surface expression of CD1d-Ig and anti-CD28 by flow cytometry.
Open histograms indicate isotype control; filled histograms represent the indicated antibodies.
(C) DN32.D3 (5×104) NKT cell hybridomas were cocultured with media, soluble α-GalCer
(100 ng/ml), or aAPC (2.5 × 105) in 96-well U- bottom plates for 20–24hr. Culture supernatants
were harvested and standard sandwich ELISA was used to measure IL-2 production. (D) human
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CD1d-Ig Expressing aAPC can Stimulate IL-2 Production by NKT cells. Unloaded or α–
GalCer loaded human CD1d-based aAPC were cocultured with the indicated Vαl4+ NKT cell
hybridomas. Culture supernatants were harvested and standard sandwich ELISA was used to
measure IL-2 production.
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Fig. 2.
Expression of costimulatory molecules on aAPC. (A) DN32.D3 and (B) N38-3C3 NKT cells
were cocultured with α-GalCer loaded aAPC. (C) DN32.D3 and (D) N38-3C3 NKT cells were
cocultured with OCH loaded aAPC. (E) Primary NKT cells were cocultured with aAPC and
IL-13 production or was measured. (F) Primary NKT cells were cocultured with aAPC and
IL-4 production assessed. In these experiments, NKT cells were cocultured with media, soluble
antigen (100 ng/ml), or aAPC (2.5 × 105) for 20–24hr. Culture supernatants were harvested
and standard sandwich ELISA was used to measure IL-2, IL-13, or IL-4 production.
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Fig. 3.
CD1d-based aAPC can be used to expand human NKT cells. T cells (CD3+)were isolated from
PBMC using magnetic bead separation. The cells were stimulated weekly with irradiated
PBMC pulsed with 100ng/ ml α-GalCer (10:1 ratio) or a-GalCer loaded aAPC± anti CD28 (1:1
ratio). Data shown are after 2 weeks of stimulation.
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Fig. 4.
Expansion of CD3+CD161+ cells using aAPC. CD3+CD161+ cells were isolated from PBMC
using magnetic bead separation. The sorted cells were stimulated weekly with α-GalCer
loaded-aAPC. The initial population and the expanded population were stained for canonical
NKT cells (Vα24+Vβ11+). Data shown are after 2 weeks of stimulation.
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Table 1

aAPC mediated Expansion of NKT cells

Initial
Percent
Positive
(Vα14+)

Following
α–GalCer-
aAPC
stimulation

Fold
Expansion

Healthy Controls 1 0.53 7.83 15.6

2 0.16 5.56 34.75

3 0.01 0.09 9

Cancer Patients 1 0.95 13.83 14.5

2 <0.01 0.92 92

3 <0.01 12 120

J Immunol Methods. Author manuscript; available in PMC 2010 July 31.


