
Nociceptive and Anxiety-Like Behavior in Reproductively
Competent and Reproductively Senescent Middle-Aged Rats

Alicia A. Walf, PhD1, Jason J. Paris, BA1, and Cheryl A. Frye, PhD1,2,3,4
1Department of Psychology, The University at Albany-SUNY, Albany, New York
2Department of Biological Sciences, The University at Albany-SUNY, Albany, New York
3Center for Neuroscience, The University at Albany-SUNY, Albany, New York
4Center for Life Sciences Research, The University at Albany-SUNY, Albany, New York

Abstract
Background—Changes in levels of estradiol and progesterone that occur with the transition to
reproductive senescence may influence nociception or affect.

Objective—To ascertain whether nociceptive and affective processes change with reproductive
senescence, this study examined pain and anxiety-like behaviors in middle-aged female rats that
were reproductively competent, transitioning to reproductive senescence, or reproductively
senescent.

Methods—Middle-aged (12–14 months old) female rats (N = 46) were tested in the following
tasks to assess pain and anxiety-like behavior: tail flick, elevated plus maze, elevated zero maze,
mirror maze, Vogel punished drinking, and defensive burying. For the tail-flick task, the latency
for rats to move their tail from a heat source, as an indication of pain sensitivity, was determined.
In the elevated plus and elevated zero mazes, the time spent on the open arms or quadrants,
respectively, were determined as measures of reduced anxiety behavior. In the mirror maze, the
time spent in the mirrored portion of the chamber was used as an indicator of anxiety-like
responding. In the Vogel task, the number of punished licks made was determined as a measure of
reduced anxiety-like behavior. In the defensive burying task, the duration spent by rats burying an
electrified prod postfootshock was utilized as an index of anxiety-like responding. All rats were
experimentally naive, retired breeders from our colony and had not had a litter or been lactating
for 1 to 4 weeks before behavioral testing.

Results—Although tail-flick latencies were not significantly different among rats that were
reproductively competent or senescent, reproductively competent rats had less anxiety-like
behavior in the elevated plus maze (more time spent on the open arms: F2,43 = 5.93; P < 0.01),
elevated zero maze (more time spent on the open quadrants: F2,43 = 4.62; P = 0.01), and Vogel
punished drinking task (more punished licks made: F2,43 = 3.76; P = 0.03). There were no
statistically significant differences in the mirror maze and defensive burying task.

Conclusion—In this study of adult female rats, nociceptive behavior did not vary significantly
with reproductive senescence, but anxiety-like behavior of rats did.
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INTRODUCTION
Profound sex differences in pain and other stress-related somatic complaints/disease states
suggest that ovarian steroids, such as estradiol and progesterone, may modulate these
effects. Compared with men, women are more likely to be affected with pain and stress-
related somatic complaints/disease states (eg, fibromyalgia, systemic lupus erythematosus,
migraine, chronic pain).1–5 Among women aged 20 to 59 years, lifetime differences in
hormone exposure, such as younger age at menarche, increased parity, past experience with
irregular menstrual cycling, or hysterectomy, as well as duration of oral contraceptive use
and estradiol-based hormone therapies during menopause, are associated with differences in
chronic musculoskeletal pain.6 Negative physical symptoms are observed with aging/
menopause.7,8 Thus, these data indicate the likely role of ovarian steroids in altering pain
processes across the lifespan of women.

Anxiety and mood disorders disproportionately affect women compared with men. More
women than men are diagnosed with anxiety disorders, such as social anxiety, phobias,
posttraumatic stress disorder, general anxiety disorder, and mood disorders, particularly
unipolar depression.9–12 In young women, these gender differences may be related to
cyclical changes in ovarian steroids (eg, estradiol, progesterone), such as those observed
with changes in mood across the menstrual cycle or with pregnancy and parturition (ie,
premenstrual syndrome, premenstrual dysphoric disorder, postpartum depression).13

Increases in depressed mood or anxiety are some of the most cited psychological symptoms
of menopause,14 and incidence of anxiety and depression disorders, which are often
comorbid in women, increases during meno-pause, and particularly in postmenopause.15–19

Further investigation of how changes in ovarian function with aging/menopause may alter
affect and pain, and of a possible interaction of these processes, is warranted. In addition to
clear psychological sequelae, painful physical symptoms are common clinical features of
anxiety and depression disorders, and of premenstrual syndromes as well.20–22 This
comorbidity can negatively affect health-related quality of life and the severity, diagnosis,
and treatment of the psychological disturbance. For instance, migraine is commonly
comorbid with major depressive disorder, and there is a positive relationship between the
pain associated with migraine, the severity of depression symptoms, and the decreased
likelihood of favorable response to treatment.23–29 It is important to consider the role of
ovarian steroids in affect as well as pain, in which there is likely a bidirectional relationship.
Therefore, animal models may be better suited for investigations of the role of ovarian
steroids for both pain and affective processes.

Research using rodent models supports the concept that ovarian hormones influence
nociception. There are changes in nociception across the estrous cycle and with steroid
administration.30 Rats have higher latencies to move their tail or paws away from a heat
source, which is a commonly used behavioral task of pain sensitivity, when levels of
estradiol and progestins are naturally high (during proestrus, pregnancy).31–33 In a model of
pelvic pain syndrome, endogenous estradiol levels can modulate cross-organ sensitization
between the uterus and the urethra.34 Severity of vaginal hyperalgesia due to surgically
induced endometriosis is increased in middle-aged rats that are reproductively senescent.35

Surgical extirpation and ovarian replacement studies also support a role for estradiol and
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progesterone in modulating nociception.36–42 Thus, ovarian steroids may play a role in
altering nociception in young adult rodents.

There are sex differences and a contributory role of estrous-cycle stage in anxiety- and
depression-like behavior. Rats in proestrus have reduced anxiety- and depression-like
behavior compared with rats in diestrus or male rats.33,43 Furthermore, post-partum decline
in endogenous ovarian steroids is associated with increased depression-like behavior in rats.
44 There is a similar pattern of effects for reduced expression of anxiety- or depressive-like
behavior if rats are ovariectomized and primed with estradiol and progesterone to mimic
proestrous levels, compared with rats that are ovariectomized and administered placebo
vehicle.13,40 Thus, ovarian steroids alter anxiety- and depression-like behavior of young
adult rodents.

Although studies in people and animals provide the rationale for further investigation of how
changes in pain may influence affect and vice versa, few studies to our knowledge have
investigated the role of reproductive competence on affective or pain processing in animal
models. To address this question further, we investigated nociception and anxiety-like
behavior among same-aged rats with varying degrees of reproductive viability, which would
be associated with changes in ovarian function (ie, estropause). We hypothesized that
nociceptive and anxiety-like behaviors would be altered in middle-aged female rats that
were categorized as either reproductively competent with normal reproductive function,
transitioning to reproductive senescence with variable and lower reproductive function, or
reproductively senescent based on their estrous cyclicity, fertility, and fecundity.

MATERIALS AND METHODS
These methods were preapproved by the Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee at
The University at Albany-SUNY.

Animals and Housing
Middle-aged (12–14 months old) female Long-Evans rats (N = 46) were obtained at 2
months of age from, or through in-house breeding from rats originally obtained from,
Taconic Farms (Germantown, New York). Rats were experimentally naive and had been
breeders in our colony since the onset of puberty. Rats were group housed (3–4 per cage) in
polycarbonate cages (45 × 24 × 21 cm) in a temperature-controlled room (~21°C) in the
Laboratory Animal Care Facility core in The Life Sciences Research Building at The
University at Albany-SUNY. Rats were maintained on a 12/12-hour reversed light cycle,
with lights off at 8:00 AM. Throughout the study, rats had ad libitum access to rodent chow
and tap water in their home cages.

Reproductive Status Characterization
We investigated nociceptive and anxiety-like behavior among same-aged rats with varying
degrees of reproductive viability, which would be associated with changes in ovarian
function (ie, estropause). All rats were retired breeders from our colony and had not had a
litter or been lactating for 1 to 4 weeks before behavioral testing. Because they were age
matched and had similar parity, differences due to current ovarian/reproductive status could
be assessed in the present experiment. Although rats had their estrous-cycle phase
determined daily, the behavioral data collected could not be appropriately analyzed to reveal
whether there were differences due to estrous-cycle effects (which are obvious in young,
reproductively competent rats), given that the majority of rats were not regularly cycling and
the number of animals per experimental group was low. Aged rodents do not show exactly
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the same type of gradual decline in ovarian function observed in the menopause of women,
but there is a decline in reproductive function with aging.45

From ~55 days of age, rats had their estrous-cycle phase determined by examination of
vaginal cytology, per previously published methods.46,47 On a daily basis, the proportion of
leukocytes and cornified and nucleated epithelial cells in the vaginal smears collected from
rats were briefly analyzed using light microscopy to determine the phase of the cycle.33,46,47

In maintenance of our breeding colony, rats were mated when receptive. Differences in
cyclicity were noted at ~10 months of age, and rats were then monitored closely for cyclicity
as well as the number of successful pregnancies after mating (fertility). The number of pups
per litter was determined as an index of fecundity. Rats were then classified as
reproductively competent, transitioning to reproductive senescence, or reproductively
senescent based on these measures.48 Reproductively competent rats (ie, “preestropause”)
had regular 4- to 5-day cycles, an average of ~90% successful pregnancies resulting in
parturition, and an average fecundity of ≥10 pups/litter (n = 14). Rats that were transitioning
to reproductive senescence (ie, “periestropause”) had irregular cycles, an average of ~65%
successful pregnancies resulting in parturition, and an average fecundity of <10 pups/litter (n
= 19). Rats were considered to be reproductively senescent (ie, “postestropause”) if they had
irregular cycles, an average of ~40% successful pregnancies, and <10 pups/litter (n = 13).

Behavioral Testing
Rats were tested in behavioral tasks by an investigator blinded to the hypothesized outcome
of the study. Data were simultaneously collected by the investigator and a video-tracking
system (Any-maze; Stoelting, Inc., Wood Dale, Illinois), which were 95% concordant.
Although the data collected with these 2 methods were nearly identical, the hand-collected
data by the observer were used for statistical analyses (because data that were not congruent
between the 2 collection measures were due to technical issues with the video-tracking
system or computer, rather than to the actions of the investigator). Rats were tested in
brightly lit testing rooms in the Laboratory Animal Care Facility core. Rats were tested once
in each task, in 1 task per day, in the same order, to minimize potential exposure to anxiety
tasks, which can activate the hypothalamic-pituitary-adrenal axis (HPA) and thereby alter
subsequent nociceptive responding or responding in other anxiety tasks. To minimize the
influence of diurnal fluctuations in HPA activity, rats were tested at the same time of day, in
the early phase of their dark cycle.

Rationale for Tasks Utilized—It was important to utilize anxiety tasks with different
stimuli to account for potential differences in the physical health of middle-aged rats
transitioning to reproductive senescence, which may have altered motor behavior or physical
strength. If a similar pattern of effects is observed across several tasks that have different
physical demands and use different anxiogenic stimuli, this suggests that the differences
observed are likely due to changes in reproductive status with aging, rather than nonspecific
physical changes.

Tail-Flick Task—The tail-flick task was performed using previously described methods.49

Briefly, rats were covered with a towel and placed on the platform of the tail-flick apparatus
(San Diego Instruments Inc., San Diego, California), and held in place while the distal
region of their tails were placed flat against the radiant heat source. The mean latencies of 3
consecutive tail-flick trials were used as an index of nociception (maximum latency was 10
sec for each trial).

Elevated Plus Maze—Rats were tested in an elevated plus maze, which was constructed
of 4 matte black arms (2 arms were “open” and 2 were enclosed by walls 30 cm in height),
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49 cm long and 10 cm wide, elevated 50 cm off the ground, as previously described.50 After
placement in the junction of the 4 arms, and facing out onto the open arm, the time spent and
entries made on the open and closed arms were recorded during the 5-minute test period. A
longer duration spent on the open arms indicated reduced anxiety-like behavior.

Elevated Zero Maze—The elevated zero maze consisted of a matte black circular
platform (110 cm outer diameter with 10-cm-wide deck path), equally divided into 4
quadrants (2 enclosed by walls that were 27 cm in height and 2 that were “open”), elevated
65 cm above the ground. Rats were placed in a closed quadrant facing toward the center of
the quadrant, and the time spent and entries made in the open and closed quadrants during
the 5-minute test were recorded.51 Other exploratory behaviors in this task, such as head
dips and stretch–attend postures, were recorded. A longer duration spent on the open
quadrants indicated reduced anxiety-like behavior.

Mirror Maze—The mirror maze consisted of an open field chamber (76 × 57 × 35 cm) with
4 mirrored walls connected to a nonmirrored alleyway (57 × 12.5 × 35 cm), as modified
from the apparatus utilized in mice.52 Rats were placed inside a nonmirrored alleyway at the
beginning of the task. The total time spent in and entries made to the mirrored part of the
chamber during this 5-minute test by rats were recorded. A longer duration of time spent in
the mirrored part of the chamber was utilized as a measure of reduced anxiety behavior.

Vogel Punished Drinking Task—Rats were water deprived in their home cages for 18
hours. Rats were then placed in the clear Plexiglas Vogel chamber with a metal grid floor
(44 × 22 × 20 cm).51 The chamber had an electrified water bottle suspended from the top
and it was connected to a computer interface (Anxio-meter, Columbus Instruments,
Columbus, Ohio), which automatically recorded the number of licks made and shocks
received by the rat, with 1 shock being administered for every 20 licks made. This test began
after the rat made an initial 20 licks and received its first shock (0.3 mA for 2 sec), and
lasted for 3 minutes. The Vogel task is considered a classic anxiety task of conflict
responding. It must be noted that some differences in this task may be related to tolerance to
noxious or painful stimuli; however, the shock stimuli utilized in this task are minimal. In
other tasks in which greater shock stimuli are used, such as the inhibitory avoidance or
conditioned fear task, flinch-jump ratings (where 1 = flinch, 2 = one paw lifted from floor, 3
= two paws lifted from floor, and 4 = jump) are typically <3.5. In the Vogel task, rats in our
laboratory would typically receive a flinch-jump score of <1, suggesting few to no
differences in pain tolerance in this task.

Defensive Burying Task—Rats were tested in the defensive burying task utilizing
previously published methods.51 Briefly, rats were placed in a clear Plexiglas chamber (26.0
× 21.2 × 24.7 cm), with bedding 10 cm in depth, and a small pedestal (2.5 cm in diameter,
10.0 cm in height) wrapped by wires connected to a shock source (Lafayette Model A615B,
Lafayette, Indiana) set to deliver 6.66 mA of unscrambled shock, in the corner of the
chamber. The shock source was turned on when the rats were introduced to the chamber.
The latency to touch the shock prod and receive a single footshock, which was terminated
by the rat's withdrawal of its paw from the pedestal, was recorded. The time spent burying
the pedestal with the woodchip shavings in the chamber during the 15-minute test in
response to the footshock received was recorded and used as a measure of anxiety-like
responding in this task.

Statistical Analyses
Behavioral data of rats were analyzed using multiple, 1-way analyses of variance to
determine the effects of reproductive status on performance. If there were significant main
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effects, Fisher's protected least significant difference post hoc tests were performed to
determine group differences. The α level for statistical significance was P < 0.05.

RESULTS
Reproductive Status, Nociception, and Anxiety-Like Behaviors in Tasks Tail-Flick Task

Although reproductively competent rats had higher latencies (mean [SEM], 6.5 [0.6] sec) to
move their tail away from a heat source in the tail-flick task compared with rats in transition
(5.8 [0.6] sec) or those that were reproductively senescent (5.6 [0.8] sec), there was no main
effect of reproductive status for tail-flick latencies (P = NS).

Elevated Plus Maze—There was a main effect of reproductive status for time spent by
rats on the open arms of the elevated plus maze (F2,43 = 5.93; P < 0.01). Post hoc tests found
that reproductively competent rats spent significantly more time on the open arms than did
rats that were transitioning to senescence or were reproductively senescent (both, P < 0.01)
(Figure 1). There were no significant group differences for open arm or total entries made in
this task (Table I).

Elevated Zero Maze—A pattern similar to the elevated plus maze was observed in the
elevated zero maze (F2,43 = 4.62; P = 0.01). Post hoc tests found that reproductively
competent rats spent significantly more time in the open quadrants than did rats that were
transitioning to (P < 0.02) or in reproductive senescence (P < 0.01) (Figure 2). There were
no significant group differences for open quadrant or total entries, head dips, or stretch–
attend postures made in this task (Table I).

Mirror Maze—Reproductive status had no significantly different effects on the responses
of rats in the mirror maze. However, compared with reproductively senescent rats,
reproductively competent rats spent more time in the mirrored chamber in this task (Table
II). There were no statistically significant differences between groups for entries made into
the mirrored chamber (Table I).

Vogel Punished Drinking Task—There was a main effect of reproductive status (F2,43
= 3.76; P = 0.03) for the behavior of rats in the Vogel task. Post hoc tests found that
reproductively competent rats made significantly more licks on an electrified drinking bottle
spout than did rats that were transitioning to, or in, reproductive senescence (P < 0.01)
(Figure 3).

Defensive Burying Task—Reproductive status had no significantly different effects on
the responses of rats in the defensive burying task, but reproductively senescent rats spent
more time burying the shock prod after footshock compared with reproductively competent
rats and rats transitioning to reproductive senescence (Table II).

DISCUSSION
The hypothesis that reproductive status (defined by cyclicity, fertility, and fecundity) of rats
would alter nociceptive or anxiety-like responses of rats was partially supported. Few
differences were observed in nociception; rats that were reproductively competent had tail-
flick latencies that were not significantly different from rats in transition to, or in,
reproductive senescence. A different pattern emerged for anxiety-like responses.
Reproductively competent rats had reduced anxiety-like behavior in the elevated plus maze,
elevated zero maze, and Vogel punished drinking task compared with rats that were
transitioning to, or in, reproductive senescence. Reproductively competent rats also spent
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more time in the mirrored chamber than did rats that were transitioning to, or in,
reproductive senescence, but these effects were not statistically significant. In the defensive
burying task, both reproductively competent rats and those transitioning to reproductive
senescence spent less time burying the electrified prod post-footshock (ie, had reduced
anxiety-like behavior) than did reproductively senescent rats, albeit these effects were not
statistically significant. Thus, these data suggest that there may be changes in the anxiety-
like behavior of rats transitioning to reproductive senescence that can be differentiated from
changes in nociception.

Although only very modest differences in tail-flick latencies based on reproductive status
were observed, it is clear that ovarian steroids modulate nociceptive processes in young
cycling or ovariectomized rats. For example, administration of estradiol and progesterone to
young ovariectomized rats has been found to increase latencies to respond to heat stimuli
applied to the tail or paws, compared with vehicle administration.38–41,53 Ovarian steroids
have been found to also modulate other nociceptive processes, such as those occurring in the
pelvic regions, uterus, or vaginal canal.34,36,54 The present study's findings extend some of
these results to suggest that some of these processes may be altered with aging or changes in
reproductive status. Compared with reproductively senescent rats, middle-aged rats
transitioning to estropause were found to have decreased endometriosis-induced vaginal
hyperalgesia.35 These differences were observed among rats that were surgically
manipulated to have hyperalgesia induced by surgical endometriosis; however, in the
present study, we investigated nociception by determining the reflexive response to noxious
heat stimuli in rats that were otherwise not manipulated. In our study, pain response was
determined using 1 task, which employed a relatively innocuous stimulus, because a within-
subjects approach was utilized and, therefore, it was less likely that hormonal modulation of
responses on a nociceptive task would alter anxiety behavior or subsequent testing for pain
sensitivity.55 Indeed, these data provide rationale for further investigation of the role of
changes in reproductive status for nociception.

The present findings, that reproductively competent rats have reduced anxiety-like behavior
compared with rats transitioning to, or in, reproductive senescence, are consistent with
previous reports of the effects of decline in ovarian steroids, produced by ovariectomy, on
affective behavior. Ovariectomy increased anxiety-like behavior, compared with that
observed in young adult intact or proestrous rats,13 suggesting that ovarian steroids may
mediate these effects. We, and others, have found that, compared with vehicle when
administered to ovariectomized rats, estradiol increased time spent on the open arms of the
plus maze, time spent on the open quadrants of the zero maze, and punished licks made in
the Vogel punished drinking task.51,56–58 These results are not likely due to overall changes
in motor and exploratory behavior, because there was little indication that these measures
were significantly altered in the plus, zero, or mirror mazes. Thus, natural decline in ovarian
function may have similar effects to those observed with surgical extirpation.

A similar pattern was observed in the present and in previous studies that investigated
effects of natural fluctuations in ovarian steroids or exogenous administration of estradiol or
progestins in young ovariectomized rats and aged intact female mice.13,51,52,59 This is
interesting because the Vogel task is considered a conflict task and the anxiogenic stimuli
are mild electric shocks, rather than open spaces in the elevated plus and zero mazes. The
present findings in the defensive burying task further confirm these effects. There are
estrous-cycle changes in the defensive burying task such that proestrous rats spend less time
burying a prod that has delivered a mild footshock than do diestrous rats.33,60 Decline in
progestins, particularly when abrupt, increases time spent burying in this task.61,62 Together,
these data indicate that ovarian cessation, natural or surgical, can modify anxiety-like
behaviors in approach–avoidance and conflict tasks. One question that was not addressed in
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this experiment was the potential mechanisms for these effects. In female rodents, there are
clear antinociceptive and antianxiety effects of neurosteroids, such as 3α-hydroxy-5α-
pregnan-20-one, which have actions via γ-aminobutyric acid (GABA) targets.33,37–
40,43,63,64 Given that estradiol enhances conversion of progesterone to its neuroactive
metabolites as well as amplifies the effects of neuroactive progestins to reduce pain
sensitivity,38,65,66 future studies might examine whether some of the observed effects are
due to the actions of neurosteroids in the brain. Older individuals generally are less
responsive to GABAergic modulators67,68 and may have reduced responses to, or
production of, neurosteroids.69–71 This may imply that older rodents in the present study
were less sensitive to the modulating effects of (neuro)steroids for nociception, yet were
responsive to effects on anxiety behavior if not reproductively senescent.

Another important consideration in interpreting the present findings is the potential role of
stress responsiveness. Ovarian steroids can modulate HPA function72,73 and produce
behavioral effects, such as stress-induced analgesia. Estradiol and progesterone
administration increased tail-flick latencies of rats exposed to the odor of a predator,49

which was consistent with other reports that ovarian hormones modulated stress-induced
analgesia.74–77 Yet another consideration is that physical or psychological stressors can alter
the endocrine milieu of rats63 and, therefore, have the potential to subsequently alter these
behaviors. That there were few differences in the tail-flick task across groups in the present
study suggests that the electric-shock response effects in the defensive burying and Vogel
tasks were not solely due to differences in nociceptive thresholds or to other physical
changes that may have been associated with aging. It has been proposed that there may be
different neural substrates that control reactions to psychologic versus physiologic stressors.
78,79 Although a limitation was that HPA output was not assessed, it may be that there were
differences in the neural circuitry that were altered with aging and reproductive senescence
in the present study, as suggested by the different pattern of behavioral effects in anxiety and
nociception tasks. Individual differences in reactions to stressors can be important
determinants of health and may even underlie some of the sex/gender differences in
psychologic and somatic disease states.1,80,81

CONCLUSIONS
In summary, the present study suggests that the natural decline in reproductive viability
(ovarian function) may alter affective processing of female rats across a variety of tasks.
Reproductively competent rats had less anxiety-like behavior in approach– avoidance
(elevated plus, elevated zero, and mirror mazes) and conflict tasks, such as the Vogel
punished drinking task, than did rats transitioning to, or in, reproductive senescence. In the
defensive burying task, differences were noted in reproductively competent rats and those
transitioning to reproductive senescence, in that they spent more time burying an electrified
prod following footshock than did reproductively senescent rats. Importantly, despite clear
hormonal modulation of, and comorbidity between, pain and affective disorders among
people, changes in anxiety could be separated from effects on nociception in middle-aged
rats transitioning to reproductive senescence in the present study.
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Figure 1.
Differences in time (mean [SEM] sec) spent on the open arms of the elevated plus maze by
rats that were reproductively competent (n = 14), transitioning to reproductive senescence (n
= 19), or reproductively senescent (n = 13). *P < 0.01 versus rats transitioning to, or in,
reproductive senescence.
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Figure 2.
Differences in time (mean [SEM] sec) spent on the open quadrants of the elevated zero maze
by rats that were reproductively competent (n = 14), transitioning to reproductive senescence
(n = 19), or reproductively senescent (n = 13). *P < 0.02 versus rats transitioning to, or in,
reproductive senescence.
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Figure 3.
Differences in number of licks (mean [SEM]) made to an electrified water bottle in the
Vogel punished drinking task by rats that were reproductively competent (n = 14),
transitioning to reproductive senescence (n = 19), or reproductively senescent (n = 13). *P <
0.01 versus rats transitioning to, or in, reproductive senescence.
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Table II

Differences in time (mean [SEM] sec) spent in the mirrored chamber of the mirror maze or burying an
electrified prod by rats that were reproductively competent, transitioning to reproductive senescence, or
reproductively senescent (N = 46).*

Reproductive Status Mirrored Chamber Burying Prod

Competent (n = 14) 127.1 (14.5) 73.0 (21.4)

Transitioning (n = 19) 98.6 (10.4) 65.1 (19.8)

Senescent (n = 13) 84.1 (16.2) 141.2 (32.0)

*
No statistically significant differences.
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