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ABSTRACT

The in vivo association of transcription factors with
the metallothionein-I promoter was examined using
chromatin immunoprecipitation (ChIP) assays. The
results demonstrated that c-fos is rapidly recruited
along with the metal response element-binding
transcription factor-1 (MTF-1) to this promoter in
response to zinc or cadmium, and that this recruit-
ment is reversed in the visceral yolk sac by a zinc-
de®cient diet in vivo, and in cultured cells after
lowering the zinc concentration in the medium or
during prolonged zinc exposure. In contrast, the
interactions of c-jun, USF-1, USF-2 and Sp1 with
this promoter are metal-independent. Studies of
knockout cells revealed that the recruitment of c-fos
to the MT-I promoter requires MTF-1, but that c-fos
is not essential for recruitment of MTF-1 and metal-
induction of MT-I gene expression. Studies of Hepa
cells stably-transfected with reporter genes driven
by the MT-I promoter suggested two in vivo
binding sites for USF-1 and -2. In contrast, Sp1 was
apparently associated with a single binding site
(upstream of ±153 bp). In addition, maximal recruit-
ment of c-fos by metals required sequences and/or
other proteins that interact upstream of ±153 bp. In
summary, these studies extend our understanding
of the complexity and dynamics of the transcription
factor complex that forms at the MT-I promoter
in vivo in response to metals.

INTRODUCTION

The heavy metals zinc and cadmium can induce the expression
of a myriad of genes, including those coding for metallothio-
neins (MT-I) (1). In the mouse, MT-I and MT-II participate in
zinc homeostasis and protection against heavy metal toxicity
and oxidative stress (2). Studies of the molecular mechanisms
of regulation of MT-I gene expression by heavy metals have
focused primarily on the MRE-binding transcription factor-1
(MTF-1) (for reviews, see 3±5). However, upstream stimula-
tory factor-1 (USF-1), Sp1, and as yet unidenti®ed coactivators

have also been implicated in regulation of the mouse MT-I
gene (5±7).

In the mouse, the availability of dietary zinc regulates MT-I
expression in the embryonic visceral endoderm as well as in
other tissues, including the intestine and pancreas (8,9). While
MTF-1 is required for MT-I gene expression in the visceral
endoderm, loss of USF-1 attenuates, but does not eliminate
gene expression (10). This strongly suggests functional
cooperativity between MTF-1 and USF-1 in regulating MT-I
gene expression in response to zinc. MTF-1 is also essential
for basal and metal-induced MT-I gene activation in cultured
cells (11). Within the proximal promoter, the ®ve copies of
MREs confer metal responsiveness, and there is ample
evidence that MTF-1 binds in vivo to these elements in
response to oxidative stress or zinc or cadmium treatment of
cultured cells (6,12,13). In contrast, results from in vitro DNA
binding assays identi®ed two potential USF-1 binding sites in
the proximal 250 bp of the MT-I promoter; one at an E-Box
element (centered at ±220 bp) and the other at a more complex
site (±89 to ±101 bp) that also includes an anti-oxidant
response element. This USF/ARE contributes to maximal
activation of gene expression by cadmium, but not by zinc, in
transiently transfected cells (7). However, results from that
study showed increased binding activity of the ARE, but not
the USF-binding element, in response to cadmium, suggesting
that a transcription factor other than USF may bind to this
element. Indirect evidence also suggests that Sp1 may
constitutively bind to the proximal MT-I promoter. Two
GC-boxes, which are potential Sp1-binding sites, have been
identi®ed, one centered at ±183 bp, the other overlapping the
MRE-d (6,14). However, the functional role of these
GC-boxes has not been demonstrated.

Other than USF-1, the co-factors that may cooperate with
MTF-1 to induce MT-I gene expression in response to metals
remain unidenti®ed. Nrf-2 has been shown to regulate
promoters that contain ARE sequences (15,16). Notably,
induction of the HO-1 gene by cadmium requires Nrf-2
interactions at these sites (17). The ARE in the MT-I promoter
also resembles a consensus AP-1 binding site. Cadmium
(10 mM) can activate binding of c-jun to a consensus AP-1
sequence measured in vitro (18) and we have previously
shown that phorbol ester treatment, but not oxidative stress,
can induce c-jun to bind to the MT-I ARE in vitro (6). Many
members of the family of AP-1 transcription factors, including
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the Fos, Jun and ATF subfamily members, can bind to
promoter regions that deviate from the optimal AP-1 recog-
nition sequence (19). The sum of the results from these studies
suggests that the USF/ARE may contribute to cadmium-
mediated induction of gene expression through recruitment of
Nrf and/or AP-1 transcription factors to the promoter.

A limitation of many of the previous studies is that they
were carried out using in vitro DNA binding assays (EMSA),
in vivo footprinting, and/or assays measuring reporter gene
activation in transiently transfected cells. Although EMSA
pinpoints sequence-speci®c binding of a transcription factor,
proteins that require DNA secondary structure (DNA looping,
for example) for binding may not be revealed by this approach
(20). While in vivo footprinting enables the study of protein
binding at speci®c promoter regions within living cells, it is
generally not amenable to identifying the speci®c factors
that bind to these sites, or factors recruited to the promoter
by protein±protein interactions. The transient transfection
approach is also limited insofar as the promoter/reporter
construct is not packaged by chromatin. Thus, this approach
fails to address the contributions of chromatin remodeling and
other chromatin-speci®c processes to the molecular mechan-
isms that may signi®cantly affect interactions of transcription
factor with promoters, as has been demonstrated for the
interferon-b gene (21).

Currently, chromatin immunoprecipitation (ChIP) is a state-
of-the-art method to examine transcription factor interactions
in vivo with chromatin-packaged promoters (for review, see
20). There are very few studies that describe transcription
factor binding to the chromatin-packaged MT-I promoter
in vivo. Results of one study indicate that histone deacetylases
and DNA methyltransferases are associated with the MT-I
promoter in lymphosarcoma cells in which the MT-I gene is
completely silenced (22). In other studies, we demonstrate that
metal-dependent recruitment of MTF-1 to the MT-I promoter
chromatin in vivo is a required step for gene activation,
requires an intact zinc-®nger domain (13), and occurs
independent of de novo protein synthesis (23) or phosphoryl-
ation of MTF-1 (H.Jiang and G.K.Andrews, submitted).
However, in vivo association of other transcription factors
with the MT-I promoter chromatin in response to metals has
not been formally demonstrated, nor have the dynamics of this
association been examined. Herein we utilized ChIP in
combination with complementary approaches (promoter
transfections, knock-out cells) to study the formation of the
transcription factor complex at the MT-I promoter in vivo. We
demonstrate that MTF-1, USF-1, USF-2 and Sp1 interact
in vivo with the MT-I promoter chromatin and we also report
the novel ®nding that the MTF-1-dependent recruitment of
c-fos to the promoter coincides with robust activation of the
MT-I gene by metals. In addition, we demonstrate that the
metal-dependent recruitment of MTF-1 and c-fos to the MT-I
promoter is reversibly modulated by zinc.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Animals

All experiments involving animals were conducted in accord-
ance with NIH guidelines for the care and use of experimental
animals and were approved by our Institutional Animal Care

and Use Committee. Experiments involving dietary zinc
de®ciency were carried out as described previously (10). On
day 14 of pregnancy, animals that had been fed a zinc-
de®cient or zinc-adequate diet were sacri®ced and yolk sacs
harvested as described previously (10).

Reporter plasmids

The reporter plasmids ±153-Luc and ±153D-Luc used to create
the stably-transfected cell lines described herein were con-
structed as follows. Luciferase reporter plasmids under control
of the proximal mouse MT-I promoter fragments ±153 to +66
and ±153DUSF/ARE to +66 (deletion of ±100 to ±89 bp;
numbers relative to the transcription start point in the MT-I
gene) were described previously for transient transfection
assays (7). The BglII/BamHI fragment from these vectors,
which contained the minimal MT-I promoter and the coding
sequence of the Luciferase gene, were subcloned into the
pcDNA3.1/Hygro(+) vector (Invitrogen, Carlsbad, CA) that
had the CMV promoter removed. The new reporter vectors,
which were veri®ed by DNA sequencing, carried the
Hygromycin-resistant gene that allowed for selection of
stably-transfected cells.

Cell culture and stably-transfected cells

Mouse hepatoma (Hepa cells), wild-type mouse embryo
®broblasts (MEFs), and MTF-1 knockout MEFs derived
from MTF-1±/± mice (MTF-KO), described previously
(13,23), were cultured in Dulbecco's modi®ed Eagle's
media (DMEM). MTF-KO and MEFs were maintained and
treated with metals using DMEM supplemented with 10%
FBS and Hepa cells maintained and treated using media with
either 2% or 10% FBS, as indicated. Mouse embryonic
®broblasts with targeted deletions of the c-fos gene (fosB+/+

c-fos±/±) or both c-fos and fosB genes (fosB±/± c-fos±/±) were
obtained from Dr Michael Greenberg of Harvard Medical
School and have been described previously (24). These cells
were maintained in DMEM supplemented with 15% FBS;
however, the media was adjusted to 10% FBS 48 h prior to
metal treatment in order to keep the serum concentration the
same as that used for culturing wild-type cells (MEFs). Stable
cell lines were generated by transfecting Hepa cells, cultured
in a 10 cm dish at 60±70% con¯uency, with 1 mg of reporter
plasmid using Lipofectamine (Invitrogen) according to the
manufacturer's instructions with modi®cations. Colonies of
cells that survived 700 mg/ml of Hygromycin selection for 14
days were isolated and expanded for use in subsequent
experiments.

Reporter gene activation

Eight cell lines were established by antibiotic selection from
transfections with either ±153-Luc or ±153D-Luc vectors.
These cells (2 3 104) were plated in a 24-well plate, allowed to
reach 50±60% con¯uency and, where indicated, treated for the
indicated time by direct addition of ZnSO4 (100 mM) or CdCl2
(10 mM) to the culture medium. Cells were lysed and assayed
for Luciferase activity, normalized to total protein, using the
luminescence assays as described (25).

Northern and western blotting

For northern blotting experiments, visceral yolk sacs (10 per
group) from zinc-de®cient or zinc-adequate pregnant mice
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were rapidly thawed in TRIzol reagent (Invitrogen, Carlsbad,
CA). Alternatively, Hepa cells or ®broblasts were treated with
metals as appropriate, washed in PBS and lysed in Triazol.
Total RNA (3 mg) was analyzed by northern blotting as
described previously (23). For western blotting experiments,
whole cell extracts were prepared as follows: Hepa cell
proteins were solubilized by snap freezing and thawing of the
cell pellet in nuclear extraction buffer (6). The lysates were
cleared by ultracentrifugation (45 000 g for 5 min at 4°C) and
the extract was adjusted to 140 mM KCl and protein
concentration determined by a Bio-Rad Protein Assay reagent
(Bio-Rad, Hercules, CA) according to the manufacturer's
directions. Proteins (10 mg) were resolved by SDS±PAGE and
immunoblotting was carried out essentially as described
previously (26) using a polyclonal antibody to c-fos (Santa
Cruz Biotechnology, Santa Cruz, CA) diluted 1:1000, and a
goat anti-rabbit peroxidase-conjugated antibody (Santa Cruz
Biotechnology) diluted 1:10 000. Speci®c protein complexes
were visualized with the enhanced chemiluminescence (ECL)
system (Amersham Pharmacia Biotech, Piscataway, NJ).
Membranes were stained with Ponceau's solution to ensure
equal loading and transfer of proteins.

Chromatin immunoprecipitation (ChIP)

ChIP assays were carried out as described previously
(13,27,28) with modi®cations. Cells (5 3 106), untreated or
treated with zinc or cadmium as indicated were ®xed and
homogenized as described previously (6) and the nuclei
isolated and chromatin sonicated as described previously (13).
For ChIP analysis using mouse tissues, chromatin was isolated
as described previously (20) with modi®cations. Visceral yolk
sacs (50 mg wet weight per antibody) were ®xed in 1%
formalin for 10 min and chromatin cross-linked as described
above. Tissues were homogenized in PBS using a Dounce
homogenizer, washed by centrifugation at 200 g, followed by
a second homogenization step in homogenization buffer, and
chromatin sheared by sonication as described previously (13).
Following clari®cation by centrifugation (12 000 g for 10 min
at 4°C), chromatin was either snap frozen in liquid nitrogen for
future ChIP assays, or diluted 10-fold in ChIP dilution buffer
(29) and pre-cleared with 15 ml of packed Protein-A-
Sepharose beads (Sigma) plus 5 mg of sonicated salmon
sperm DNA for 1 h at 4°C. Immunoprecipitation was carried
out overnight at 4°C using 1±2 mg of polyclonal antibodies
against MTF-1 (26), fra-1, nrf-2, c-fos, c-jun, USF-1 or USF-2
(Santa Cruz Biotech), or with beads alone. Polyclonal
antibodies against c-maf or v-maf were kindly provided by
Dr Masaharu Sakai, Hokkaido University School of Medicine,
Sapporo, Japan. The following morning, Protein A-Sepharose
(15 ml of packed beads plus 12 mg salmon sperm DNA) was
added and the incubation continued for 1 h at 4°C. The beads
were washed, the immune complexes eluted and the cross-
links reversed, as described previously (27). The input (5% of
the total chromatin) or immunoprecipitated DNA was phenol±
chloroform extracted, ethanol precipitated, reconstituted in TE
buffer, and analyzed by PCR. For PCR analysis of
immunoprecipitated or input DNA, primers were synthesized
(Integrated Technologies, Coralville, IA) that ampli®ed the
endogenous MT-I promoter, spanning ±230 to +123 bp
(relative to the transcription start point) or the ±153-Luc or
±153D-Luc vector (spanning from ±153 bp of the MT-I

promoter to +104 bp of the coding sequence for the Luciferase
gene). PCR products were separated by agarose gel electro-
phoresis, stained with SYBR Green (Sigma Chemicals, St
Louis, MO) and speci®c PCR products visualized and
quanti®ed, relative to input PCR products, using a
Chemiimager gel documentation system (Alpha Innotech
Corp., San Leandro, CA). Samples were subjected to PCR for
different numbers of cycles to ensure that ampli®cation was in
the linear range.

RESULTS

The in vivo interaction of USF-1 and -2 with the MT-I
promoter does not require MTF-1

Although there are several other potential binding sites for
transcription factors in the proximal ±250 bp of the MT-I
promoter (illustrated in Fig. 1A), no studies other than those of
MTF-1 (13) have directly examined the in vivo interactions of
transcription factors with this chromatin-packaged, metal-
inducible promoter. Here we utilized ChIP assays to begin
examining metal-dependent and metal-independent transcrip-
tion factor complexes at the MT-I promoter. Furthermore, to
explore potential cell-speci®city of the transcription factor
complex, we compared Hepa cells and mouse embryonic
®broblasts. Zinc or cadmium strongly induce expression of the
MT-I gene in both types of cells (23). Dose response
experiments in MEF cells demonstrated maximal recruitment
of MTF-1 to the MT-I promoter in vivo by 100 mM zinc or
10 mM cadmium (data not shown). These are the concentra-
tions of metals used in the remainder of the experiments
described herein. ChIP assays were carried out using cross-
linked chromatin isolated from cells treated with zinc or
cadmium. Sheared chromatin was immunoprecipitated with
antibodies against MTF-1, USF-1, USF-2, c-fos or c-jun (and
other antisera as indicated) and analyzed by PCR, using
primers speci®c for the proximal 250 bp of the MT-I gene
(Fig. 1).

The results demonstrated that MTF-1 was signi®cantly
recruited by zinc or cadmium to the proximal MT-I promoter
in MEFs or Hepa cells, but not in cells that do not express
MTF-1 (MTF-KO; see Fig. 1B). These results verify the
speci®city of the antisera against MTF-1. Our previous study
also demonstrated that the interaction of USF-1 with the MT-I
promoter in vivo was metal-independent in cells that over-
express MTF-1 (13). Herein, we also determined if USF-2
interacts at this promoter in vivo and if the interaction of USF
transcription factors at this promoter was MTF-1-dependent.
ChIP assays using antibodies speci®c for either USF-1 or -2
demonstrated a metal-independent interaction of both USF
factors with this promoter in vivo in Hepa cells, MEFs and
MTF-KO cells (Fig. 1C and D), establishing that USF
transcription factors do not require MTF-1 to interact with
the promoter.

Metals induce recruitment of c-fos to the MT-I
promoter in an MTF-1-dependent manner, whereas
recruitment of MTF-1 does not require c-fos

Results from in vivo footprinting and in vitro DNA binding
assays suggest an increased recruitment of a factor(s) at the
ARE in the MT-I promoter in response to metals (6,7).
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Although the identity of this factor(s) is unknown, several
candidate transcription factors have been shown to interact
with ARE-like sequences (15,17). Therefore, ChIP assays
were carried out utilizing antibodies against several proteins,
including c-fos, c-jun, fra-1, nrf-2, c-maf or v-maf, that are
known to bind in vitro to ARE and AP-1 consensus sequences.
The results demonstrated that among these proteins, only c-fos
was recruited to the MT-I promoter in vivo by cadmium

(Fig. 2A and B) or zinc (Fig. 2B) in both Hepa cells and MEFs.
However, the magnitude of recruitment was more robust in
Hepa cells (5-fold) than in MEFs (3-fold) and this difference
was reproducible in three separate experiments, although the
reason for this difference between these types of cells is
unclear. Differences in c-fos protein levels in the cell are
unlikely to be an explanation, as the expression of c-fos was

Figure 2. Metal-dependent recruitment of c-fos to the MT-I promoter
requires MTF-1, whereas the metal-dependent recruitment of MTF-1 does
not require c-fos. (A±C) Mouse embryonic ®broblasts (c-fos knockout
(c-fos±/±), MTF-KO, or wild-type MEFs) or Hepa cells remained untreated
(±) or were treated for 3 h with 100 mM zinc (Zn) or 10 mM cadmium (Cd)
prior to chromatin isolation. Chromatin immunoprecipitation was carried
out using antibodies against the indicated transcription factors (c-fos, c-jun,
USF-2) or beads alone (no ab). Products from triplicate PCRs were quanti-
®ed relative to input DNA as described in the legend to Figure 1. Similar
results were obtained using zinc or cadmium [shown only for cadmium in
(A)]. (C) c-fos±/± mouse embryonic ®broblasts remained untreated or were
treated with cadmium (10 mM) for 3 h and ChIP was carried out using the
antibodies against MTF-1 or USF-2. (D) Western blot analysis of the
cellular levels of c-fos. Hepa cells cultured in DMEM containing 10% or
2% FBS as indicated, were untreated or treated for 3 h with zinc or
cadmium and whole cell extracts (10 mg) were prepared. After western
blotting, the membrane was stained with Ponceau's solution to ensure equal
loading and transfer of protein. ECL was carried out using the same
antibody against c-fos that was used in the ChIP experiments.

Figure 1. Interactions of USF-1 and -2 in vivo with the MT-I promoter are
metal-independent and MTF-1-independent. (A) Schematic of the proximal
promoter of the MT-I gene. The nucleotide sequence (bp) is relative to the
transcriptional start site (right angle arrow). The relative locations of the
USF/ARE (centered at ±95 bp), which contains a sequence homologous to
an AP-1 consensus binding site, E-box 1 (centered at ±220 bp), the multiple
MREs (a±e), and the TATA box (T) are illustrated. Two GC-boxes (one
centered at ±183 bp; the other immediately downstream of MRE-d) repre-
sent putative binding sites for Sp transcription factors. The locations of PCR
primers used in the ChIP assay are indicated using forward (sense) and
reverse (antisense) arrows. (B±D) Chromatin immunoprecipitation (ChIP)
assay of the proximal MT-I promoter. Chromatin was isolated from Hepa
cells, wild-type mouse embryonic ®broblasts (MEF) or ®broblasts lacking
expression of MTF-1 (MTF-KO) that remained untreated (±), or were
treated with 100 mM zinc (Zn) or 10 mM cadmium (Cd) for 3 h. ChIP was
carried out using antibodies against MTF-1 (B), USF-2 (C), or USF-1 (D),
as described in the text. Shown in (C), a portion of the chromatin (0.5% of
that used for all of these immunoprecipitations) was puri®ed and analyzed
by PCR prior to the immunoprecipitation step (input). Fold-induction for
metal-induced binding of transcription factors to the chromatin, enumerated
in the text, was calculated from triplicate PCRs after normalizing
antibody-speci®c PCR products to input PCR products.
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essentially the same in MEFs and in Hepa cells in western
blotting assays (data not shown). In contrast, c-jun interacted
in a metal-independent manner in these cells (Fig. 2B). In
addition, PCR products from c-fos immunoprecipitates were
absent in c-fos knockout cells, which veri®ed the speci®city of
the antisera against c-fos that was used in these ChIP assays
(Fig. 2A).

To determine whether MTF-1 and c-fos required each other
in vivo to interact with the MT-I promoter, we carried out
ChIP assays in MTF-KO and c-fos±/± ®broblasts. PCR
products were absent in c-fos immunoprecipitates of chroma-
tin from metal-treated MTF-KO cells (Fig. 2B). In contrast,
recruitment of MTF-1 to the MT-I promoter by metals was
unaffected by the absence of c-fos (Fig. 2C). These results
suggest that MTF-1 and c-fos may physically interact, but we
have been unable to demonstrate this using a coimmuno-
precipitation approach (data not shown). The sum of these
results suggests that MTF-1 does not require c-fos in order to
interact with the MT-I promoter. In contrast, recruitment of
c-fos, but not c-jun, to this promoter requires MTF-1, but may
not depend on direct protein contact between these factors.

Increased c-fos in the cell does not govern its
recruitment to the MT-I promoter

Cadmium can activate expression of the c-fos gene (30);
therefore, cadmium treatment may result in higher levels of
this transcription factor in the cell, which could contribute to
its increased recruitment to the MT-I promoter. However,
western blotting revealed no detectable increase in c-fos
protein levels in response to metal treatment when the cells
were cultured in media containing 10% serum (Fig. 2D).
Because the concentration of serum can also affect the
expression of c-fos (31), these experiments were repeated
using extracts from cells that were cultured in media
containing 2% serum. In this case, there was a slight increase
in the amounts of c-fos protein after cadmium treatment, but
not after zinc treatment (Fig. 2D). That zinc treatment of cells
resulted in enhanced recruitment of c-fos to the MT-I
promoter without increasing the amount of c-fos protein in
the cell indicates that the increased amount of cellular c-fos
protein is not a key, determining factor for its increased
recruitment to the MT-I promoter in response to metals.

c-Fos and MTF-1 are rapidly co-recruited to the MT-I
promoter in response to metals

Northern blotting experiments demonstrate that zinc and
cadmium treatment increases the steady-state levels of MT-I
mRNA in Hepa cells and MEFs within 3 h (23), while nuclear
run-on assays indicate that zinc increases the relative rate of
transcription of the MT-I gene in Hepa cells within 1 h (32).
Given this rapid induction of MT-I transcription by zinc, we
hypothesized that a pre-initiation complex that contains c-fos
and MTF-1 may be rapidly formed after metal treatment. To
test this hypothesis, we analyzed the time course of recruit-
ment of c-fos and MTF-1 to the chromatin in response to
metals. Preliminary experiments indicated that culturing the
cells in media containing 2%, rather than 10% serum, hastened
and enhanced the magnitude of recruitment of MTF-1 and
c-fos to the MT-I promoter in response to metals. In contrast,
serum concentrations in the medium had no effect on the
metal-independent binding of c-jun, USF-1 or USF-2 to the

promoter (time-course data shown only for 2% serum
conditions). ChIP results revealed that both c-fos and
MTF-1 were rapidly (within 20 min) recruited to the promoter
in response to zinc or cadmium (Fig. 3A). However, MTF-1
recruitment by metals was at or near maximal by 20 min,
whereas c-fos continued to accumulate for one to two more
hours (see Fig. 3C for fold-recruitment). These results indicate
that MTF-1 and c-fos are co-recruited to the proximal MT-I
promoter within 20 min of zinc or cadmium treatment. In
contrast, USF-2 (Fig. 3B), and USF-1 (not shown) were
constitutively bound to the promoter and the magnitude of
binding was unchanged in response to metals.

Zinc-mediated recruitment of MTF-1 and c-fos to the
MT-I promoter is reversible

Little is known about the dynamics (formation or dissociation)
of protein interactions with the MT-I promoter. We addressed

Figure 3. Metal-dependent recruitment of c-fos and MTF-1 to the MT-I
promoter is rapid and sustained. (A and B) ChIP was carried out as
described in the text and in the legend for Figure 1. Hepa cells, cultured in
DMEM medium containing 2% serum, remained untreated or were treated
for the indicated times with zinc (100 mM) or cadmium (10 mM), and chro-
matin was isolated and immunoprecipitated using antibodies against the
indicated transcription factors. (C) Fold-recruitment was calculated from
triplicate PCRs and normalized to input samples.
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this issue both in tissues from mice and in cultured cells. The
availability of dietary zinc has a signi®cant impact on MT-I
gene expression in the visceral yolk sac of the embryonic
mouse and this expression is MTF-1- and zinc-dependent
(10,23). To determine whether dietary zinc affects the
interaction of transcription factors with the MT-I promoter
in vivo, we isolated chromatin from yolk sacs obtained from
embryos in pregnant mice that had been fed a zinc-de®cient
diet, and ChIP assays were then performed using primers to
the endogenous MT-I promoter. The results demonstrate that a
zinc-de®cient diet signi®cantly decreases the interaction of
both c-fos and MTF-1 with the MT-I promoter (Fig. 4B),
concomitant with the loss of detectable MT-I mRNA (Fig. 4A).
In contrast, dietary zinc had no effect on the constitutive
interaction of USF-1 and USF-2 with the chromatin (Fig. 4B).
These data strongly suggest that metal-dependent recruitment
of MTF-1 and c-fos to the MT-I promoter is a mechanism of
gene activation that is present in multiple cell-types and
tissues in the mouse.

Our previous studies suggested that a transient induction of
MT-I mRNA occurs in Hepa cells exposed to zinc (23).
Therefore, ChIP was used to monitor MTF-1 and c-fos
interaction with the MT-I promoter during extended zinc
(50 mM) treatment. Northern blotting revealed that MT-I
mRNA levels were induced 11-fold by 3 h of zinc treatment
but declined to 4-fold above control levels by 16 h of exposure
(Fig. 4C). ChIP assays demonstrated that the recruitment of
MTF-1 to the MT-I promoter by zinc was increased by
6.8-fold at 3 h and by 4.1-fold at 16 h of extended zinc
treatment. Remarkably, the recruitment of c-fos returned to
basal (untreated) levels at 16 h of zinc treatment (Fig. 4D).
These data indicate that during the adaptation of cells to
prolonged zinc treatment, recruitment of MTF-1 to the
promoter is reduced, concomitant with a similar decrease in
gene expression and loss of c-fos binding.

Another approach was to determine whether zinc-induced
MT-I gene expression and transcription factor binding to the
promoter chromatin were reversible in Hepa cells after
removal of zinc from the culture medium. After a 3-h
incubation in medium containing 50 mM zinc, the concentra-
tion of zinc was lowered to 0.75 mM. The incubation was then
continued for another 16 h before the cells were analyzed
using northern blotting and ChIP. The results revealed that
MT-I gene expression and recruitment of MTF-1 and c-fos had
returned to basal levels under these conditions (Fig. 4C and D;
see far right lanes in each panel). Thus, the recruitment of
MTF-1 and c-fos to the promoter chromatin is completely
reversible, concomitant with the loss of MT-I gene expression.

c-Fos is not required for induction of MT-I gene
expression by zinc

Previous studies demonstrated that the loss of function of c-fos
does not inhibit MT-I induction in response to 50 mM
cadmium (33). However, this concentration of cadmium is
much higher than what is required to induce MT-I gene
expression. In order to determine whether c-fos has a
functional role in the induction of MT-I gene expression by
zinc, we treated wild-type embryonic ®broblasts or c-fos
de®cient (fosB+/+ c-fos±/±) ®broblasts with zinc (100 mM) for
3 h. Following RNA isolation, northern blot analysis revealed
that induction of MT-I mRNA by zinc was similar to that seen

in wild-type cells (Fig. 5). In addition, fosB can compensate
for a lack of c-fos expression in cell cycle entry and expression
of cell cycle regulatory proteins (24). However, zinc still
induced MT-I gene expression in cells lacking both c-fos and
fosB (Fig. 5). Therefore, the precise functional role, if any, of
the interaction of c-fos with the MT-I promoter remains
unclear. It is worth noting that these experiments do not
necessarily address the potential role of c-fos in regulating
MT-I gene expression in Hepa cells, where the recruitment of
c-fos by metals was much more robust than in ®broblasts
(Fig. 2A).

In vivo mapping of protein interactions with the MT-I
promoter

Using ChIP, one cannot identify the speci®c location on an
endogenous promoter where a given transcription factor

Figure 4. Zinc-dependent recruitment of MTF-1 and c-fos to the MT-I
promoter is reversible in the visceral yolk sac and in cultured cells. (A and
B) Visceral yolk sacs were obtained on day 14 of pregnancy from mice that
had been fed with a zinc-adequate (Dietary zinc A) or zinc-de®cient
(Dietary zinc D) diet for the previous 6 days. (A) Total RNA was extracted
from yolk sacs and MT-I and actin mRNA levels were assayed by northern
blotting. (B) Chromatin was isolated from yolk sacs, immunoprecipitated
using antibodies against the indicated transcription factors or Sepharose
beads only (no ab) and subjected to PCR using primers to the MT-I gene
(Fig. 1). (C and D) Hepa cells remained untreated (0 h) or were treated with
zinc (50 mM) for the indicated times. Alternatively, medium from cells that
had been pretreated with zinc (50 mM) for 3 h was replaced with fresh
medium containing 0.75 mM zinc (DMEM with 2% FBS), and cells were
cultured for an additional 16 h (3 + MC). (C) RNA was extracted from
Hepa cells and MT-I and actin mRNAs assayed by northern blotting. (D)
ChIP carried out using antibodies against the indicated transcription factors.
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interacts. In order to address this issue, at least with regard to
the MT-I proximal promoter (±153 bp), Hepa cells were
transfected with Luciferase reporter genes (illustrated in
Fig. 6A) in which expression was driven by the proximal
153 bp of the MT-I promoter [plus or minus the USF/ARE
(±153DLuc)] and stably-transfected cell lines were selected.
For each transfected vector, eight cell lines that survived
antibiotic selection were screened to ®nd those in which the
integrated reporter gene retained metal-responsiveness (data
not shown). Two cell lines for each vector were selected for
further studies. Time course experiments revealed that the
activation of reporter genes by metals was markedly increased
(10- and 16-fold by 6 h) in two ±153Luc cell lines (4 and 6). In
contrast, more modest (3- to 4-fold) inductions were noted for
two ±153DLuc cell lines (1 and 7; Fig. 6B and C). In all four of
these cell lines, cadmium treatment resulted in essentially the
same induction of reporter gene activity as that seen for zinc
(Fig. 6B and C). In contrast, there were no apparent
differences in basal reporter gene activity among these four
cell lines (Fig. 6B and C). That the inductions of gene
expression by metals in both of the ±153Luc cell lines were
much greater than those of the ±153DLuc lines (note
difference in y-axes in Fig. 6B), particularly at 6 h of metal
treatment suggests that the USF/ARE contributes to more
robust levels of MT-I gene activation by zinc or cadmium
within the context of chromatin-packaging.

That the USF/ARE is not required for modest increases in
MT-I gene expression by metals suggests that MTF-1 is
recruited independent of the presence of this element. To
address this hypothesis, ChIP was carried out using PCR
primers that span the minimal MT-I promoter and the 5¢ end of
the Luciferase reporter gene (illustrated in Fig. 6A), as well as
primers that allow ampli®cation of the endogenous MT-I
promoter as described above. The results revealed that
recruitment of MTF-1 to the minimal promoter was essentially
the same in the ±153Luc and ±153DLuc cell lines (Fig. 7A, left
top panel). Recruitment to these transfected promoters was
essentially as robust as that to the endogenous promoter
(Fig. 7A; compare left and right panels). Thus, neither the
USF/ARE nor the MRE-e (±166 bp to ±174 bp) is required for
MTF-1 recruitment.

USF-1 binds in vitro to the USF/ARE sequence as well as to
E-box1 in the MT-I promoter (6,7,10). To determine whether
USF-1 and/or USF-2 interact in vivo with the chromatin at the
USF/ARE, ChIP assays were performed for the transfected

promoters using antibodies against USF-1 and USF-2. The
results demonstrated that USF-1 and USF-2 interact with the
intact promoter but not with the promoter in which the USF/
ARE (±153DLuc) was deleted (Fig. 7A). Thus, both USF-1
and USF-2 bind in vivo to the USF/ARE. Metal induction of
USF-2 binding to the USF/ARE in vivo was minimal (2- to
3-fold; Fig. 7A and B) but no increase in USF-1 recruitment
was noted (Fig. 7A). In parallel PCRs from the same
immunoprecipitated chromatin samples, but using primers to
the endogenous MT-I gene, USF-1 (Fig. 7A, right panel) and

Figure 6. Characterization of stably-transfected cells used for in vivo
mapping studies. (A) Diagram of the MT-I promoter-Luciferase fusion
vectors. Structures of the Luciferase (Luc) reporter genes under the control
of a minimal (±153 to +62 bp) MT-I promoter with (top) or without
(bottom) the USF/ARE (±100 to ±90 bp) are illustrated and are referred to
as (±153-Luc) or (±153D-Luc), respectively. The relative location of the
PCR primers used in the ChIP assays described in Figure 7 are indicated by
the forward (sense) and reverse (antisense) arrows. (B and C) Hepa cells
were stably-transfected with the ±153-Luc or the ±153D-Luc vectors. Two
stably-transfected cell lines for each reporter gene were cultured in medium
containing 2% serum and remained untreated (controls) or were treated with
zinc (100 mM) or cadmium (10 mM) for 3 or 6 h as indicated. Whole cell
extracts from triplicate cell cultures were analyzed for Luciferase reporter
gene activity, which was normalized to protein content (LU/mg protein). For
each cell line and metal treatment, the maximal fold-inductions of reporter
gene activity, rounded to the nearest whole number, are indicated above the
error bar. Please note the different y-axis values for the (±153-Luc) cell
lines (B), and (±153D-Luc) cell lines (C).

Figure 5. c-Fos is not required for induction of the MT-I gene by zinc in
mouse embryo ®broblasts. Northern blot detection analysis of MT-I and
actin mRNAs isolated from mouse embryonic ®broblasts treated with or
without zinc (100 mM) for 3 h. The ®broblasts used were MEFs (wt) or
®broblasts with targeted deletions of the c-fos gene only, or both c-fos and
fosB genes (c-fos/fosB), as indicated.
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USF-2 (Fig. 7A and B, right panels) were constitutively bound
to the endogenous MT-I promoter in all cell lines, demon-
strating that chromatin immunoprecipitations using the anti-
USF antibodies were equally ef®cient in both cell lines.
Furthermore, the amount of the endogenous MT-I promoter
immunoprecipitated by the antibody against USF-2 was
always greater than that of the transfected promoter, which
suggests a second USF binding site upstream of ±153 bp
(Fig. 7B; compare right and left panels). These results and
those from our recent studies (7,10), taken together, suggest
that USF-1 and USF-2 form a heterodimer at both the USF/
ARE and the E Box-1 regions of the MT-I promoter. The fact
that USF-1 or USF-2 do not bind to the minimal MT-I
promoter without the USF/ARE establishes that MTF-1 binds
to the MT-I promoter independent of USF-1 or USF-2.

We hypothesized that c-fos may be recruited to the USF/
ARE by metals. To test this hypothesis, ChIP assays were
performed on the transfected promoter as described above.
Surprisingly, the results revealed PCR products speci®c for the

transfected DNA in both the ±153Luc-6 and the ±153DLuc-1
cell lines (Fig. 7A; left panels). Thus, c-fos can interact at the
proximal (±153 bp) promoter independent of the USF/ARE.
Recruitment of c-fos to the transfected promoter by zinc or
cadmium was 5- to 6-fold in the ±153Luc-6 cells. In contrast,
in the ±153DLuc-1 cells, recruitment of c-fos by zinc or
cadmium was 2-fold and 4-fold. Although the interaction of
c-fos at the transfected proximal promoter was also detected in
the ±153Luc-4 and the ±153DLuc-7 cell lines, the metal
induction of recruitment was weak (2- to 3-fold) in the number
4 cell line and absent in the number 7 cell line (Fig. 7B; left
panels). In contrast, for all four lines, the metal-induced
recruitment of c-fos to the endogenous MT-I gene was robust
(Fig. 7A and B; right panels). The ®nding that the recruitment
of c-fos was enhanced in the presence of the USF/ARE
(Fig. 7A, left panel) indicates that c-fos may interact weakly
with the USF/ARE. However, we have been unable to show
interaction of c-fos with this element in vitro using supershift
EMSA (data not shown). Nevertheless, the collective ChIP
results from these stably-transfected cell lines demonstrate
that c-fos binds to the proximal (±153 bp) promoter at a site
other than, or in addition to, the USF/ARE, and may bind
upstream of the proximal promoter as well. In contrast,
interaction of c-jun with either the transfected or endogenous
MT-I promoter was constitutive in all four lines (data not
shown), indicating that this factor binds to the proximal
promoter independent of the USF/ARE or metal treatment.

Previous in vitro DNA-binding assays provide evidence that
Sp1 or possibly other members of the Sp family of transcrip-
tion factors constitutively interacts at GC-rich sequences in the
MT-I promoter (6,14). One GC-rich site is centered at ±183 bp
in the MT-I promoter and the other overlaps the MRE-d. In the
context of the MT-I promoter, the best studied member of the
Sp family is Sp1. Therefore, to determine whether Sp1
interacts within the proximal (±153 bp) part of the MT-I
promoter, we examined the recruitment of Sp1 to the
transfected minimal promoter and to the endogenous MT-I
promoter. Sp1 interacted with the endogenous MT-I promoter
in control cells and slightly more (2-fold increase) in metal
treated cells (Fig. 7C; right panel). However, no signi®cant
binding occurred to the transfected minimal promoter (Fig. 7C;
left panel). These results are consistent with a major binding
site for Sp1 upstream of the ±153 bp, but not at the MRE-d.
Consistent with this observation, an in vitro DNA-binding
assay indicated that recombinant Sp1 binds poorly to MRE-d
(unpublished data).

DISCUSSION

There have been numerous studies of the mouse MT-I gene
that were designed to identify members of the transcription
factor complex at this promoter in response to metals, and
signi®cant progress has occurred particularly in our under-
standing of the roles of MTF-1 in this complex. Many studies
of the MT-I promoter relied on in vitro binding assays and
in vivo footprinting assays to deduce the identity of binding
factors and to map sites of protein±DNA interactions within
this promoter, respectively (6,7,12,34). Herein we have
extended those studies to include ChIP assays, and the results
have allowed us to more clearly de®ne the in vivo dynamics of
protein interactions with this interesting promoter. Taken

Figure 7. Mapping interactions of transcription factors (MTF-1, USF, c-fos
and Sp1) with MT-I promoter in vivo. ChIP analyses, using the stably-
transfected Hepa cell lines ±153-Luc-6 and ±153D-Luc-1 (A), or ±153-Luc-4
and ±153D-Luc-7 (B), were carried out using the indicated antibodies and
primers speci®c for the endogenous MT-I gene (right panels) or the
integrated reporter genes (left panels). Cells remained untreated (±) or were
treated for 2 h with zinc (100 mM) or cadmium (10 mM). For the number 4
and number 7 cell lines, ChIP results from USF-1 and MTF-1 immunopre-
cipitations (not shown) were similar to those shown for the number 6 and
number 1 cell lines, respectively (A). In (C), chromatin was isolated from
the ±153-Luc-4 cells that were treated with zinc or cadmium for 2 h, ChIP
carried out using an antibody against Sp1, and PCRs performed using
primers to the transfected ±153-Luciferase construct (MT-I/Luc) or the
endogenous MT-I gene (Endog. MT-I).
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together with previous studies, our results con®rm that
multiple transcription factors bind to or interact with the
proximal 230 bp of the mouse MT-I promoter. A model of
these interactions is presented in Figure 8 and is discussed
below.

Approximately 10 sites of protein±DNA interactions have
been identi®ed within the proximal region (±230 to ±40 bp) of
the mouse MT-I promoter (Fig. 8A). Our results demonstrate
that USF-1 and USF-2, Sp1 and MTF-1 each bind to this
region of the promoter in vivo. In addition, ChIP assays
suggest that c-jun and c-fos also interact within this promoter,
perhaps in a sequence-independent manner, although binding
of c-jun to the USF/ARE cannot be excluded (6). In addition,
in vivo footprinting assays suggest that an as yet unidenti®ed
factor(s) interacts just downstream of E-Box 1 (7). When all of
these 10 binding sites are occupied, as appears to be the case in
cells exposed to excess metal (6), then a vast majority of the
promoter DNA is actually bound by proteins in metal-treated

cells (Fig. 8B). The fact that protein±DNA interactions occur
throughout this 190 bp region of the MT-I promoter suggests
that it is not packaged into a nucleosome.

Many of these transcription factors interact with the MT-I
promoter in uninduced cells (basal; Fig. 8A), as well as in
metal-treated cells (induced; Fig. 8B). It is the degree of
interaction, speci®cally of MTF-1 and c-fos, which changes
most dramatically in response to zinc or cadmium. It is
important to note that cells cultured in 10% serum-containing
medium are growing in the presence of 3±4 mM zinc. This
concentration is suf®cient to drive expression of the MT-I
gene and this `basal' level of activity is known to be dependent
on MTF-1 (11). ChIP assays con®rm the interaction of MTF-1
with this promoter in uninduced cells. However, previous
in vivo footprinting studies do not reveal a signi®cant footprint
over any of the MREs in these cells (6). This suggests that
MTF-1 does not preferentially associate tightly with a subset
of the MREs; rather it may associate weakly with most of

Figure 8. A model depicting the dynamic transcription factor complexes found at the proximal region of the mouse MT-I promoter. (A) `Basal' or uninduced
complex. (B) Metal-induced complex. The approximate positions of base pairs (±230 to ±40 bp) relative to the transcription start site are indicated. The
multiple MREs are indicated (a±e), and the other promoter elements shown here are described in the text and in the legend to Figure 1. An open box indicates
the site of a constitutive in vivo footprint downstream of E-box 1, and an open circle with a question mark inside indicates an unidenti®ed transcription
factor(s) that binds to this sequence. The apparently weaker or transient association of MTF-1 with multiple MREs under basal conditions is indicated using a
double-headed arrow in (A). In contrast, all the MREs are occupied under metal-induced conditions (B). USF-1, USF-2 and Sp1 binding sites are indicated.
Protein±protein and protein±DNA interactions for fos and jun are not well-de®ned and are indicated by arrows with question marks. The looping of the
promoter DNA is hypothetical.
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these MREs in uninduced cells (Fig. 8A). In contrast, USF-1
and -2 interact strongly with this promoter regardless of
exposure to excess zinc or the presence of MTF-1. The
extensive, constitutive binding of transcription factors to the
MT-I promoter suggests that it is maintained in an open
chromatin con®guration in cells in which this gene is metal-
responsive (22). In contrast, in cells in which this gene is
silenced and unresponsive to metals, the MT-I gene is
methylated and packaged into a condensed heterochromatin
state (35).

The most dynamic changes in protein interactions with the
MT-I promoter were noted in cells exposed to metals (zinc or
cadmium) and during withdrawal from exposure to excess
zinc. In cells exposed to an increase in exogenous zinc or
cadmium, c-fos and MTF-1 were rapidly recruited to this
promoter consistent with a rapid increase in the relative rate of
transcription of the MT-I gene (32). In contrast, during
withdrawal from exposure to zinc, the association of these
proteins with the MT-I promoter was markedly reduced
concurrent with a decrease in MT-I gene expression. These
results are consistent with current models of the mechanisms
of action of MTF-1 that suggest that the reversible binding of
zinc with its zinc-®nger domain modulates its stable associ-
ation with the MT-I promoter (36). Although it has been
assumed that MTF-1 disassociates from the MT-I promoter
when zinc availability is reduced, this aspect of MTF-1 action
had not been investigated previously. The fate of MTF-1
released from the promoter during zinc withdrawal remains to
be determined.

The novel ®nding that c-fos is recruited in an MTF-1-
dependent manner to the MT-I promoter suggests that this
bZIP transcription factor plays a role in metal responsiveness
of this gene. The coordinate binding and disassociation of
MTF-1 and c-fos with the MT-I promoter suggest that these
proteins may also physically interact. c-Fos can potentially
interact with dozens of other transcription factors, including
c-jun which was found to constitutively be associated with the
MT-I promoter. However, its interaction with MTF-1 was not
con®rmed in preliminary co-immunoprecipitation studies
(P.J.Daniels and G.K.Andrews, unpublished results).
Remarkably, the recruitment of c-fos was not dependent on
the USF/ARE, but was enhanced in the intact promoter
relative to the ±153 bp promoter. This suggests that a DNA
sequence(s) or proteins binding in that upstream region of the
promoter aid in the recruitment of c-fos in response to metals.
Analysis of the MT-I promoter revealed another potential
AP-1 site at ±544 bp. Given that chromatin was sheared to an
average of 1000 bp during the ChIP assay, c-fos bound to the
±544 bp site would have been included in the immunopreci-
pitated chromatin. Whether AP-1 can bind to this site remains
to be determined. However, our results suggest that DNA-
looping (Fig. 8B) may present a mechanism to facilitate stable
interactions of c-fos with the more proximal MT-I promoter
where MTF-1 binds. Interestingly, the binding of MTF-1 has
been shown to introduce a conformational change in the MRE-
d (37). The simultaneous occupancy of all of the MREs in the
MT-I promoter could signi®cantly alter the structure of that
region of the promoter. This altered structure may facilitate
c-fos recruitment. That recruitment appears to be a highly
ordered process with maximal MTF-1 binding preceding that
of c-fos.

A role for c-fos in metal regulation was not con®rmed since
the MT-I gene remains metal-responsive in c-fos knockout
cells, consistent with a previous study of the mouse MT-I gene
(33). Despite this result, numerous studies suggest a role for
members of the AP-1 family of transcription factors in the
regulation of the human MT-IIa gene. A c-fos/c-jun hetero-
dimer has been shown to bind in vitro to the hMT-IIa promoter
(38) and ribozyme-mediated cleavage of the c-fos protein
decreases the responsiveness of this gene to dexamethasone
(39). In the mouse MT-I promoter the USF/ARE has been
shown to provide a binding site for c-jun, induced by TPA
treatment of NIH 3T3 cells. Furthermore, changes in the
in vivo footprint over that USF/ARE have been noted after
metal or oxidative stress treatment of cells (6). However, AP-1
binding activity to the USF/ARE in vivo has not been
conclusively demonstrated by the studies reported herein. It
should also be noted that other AP-1 factors (e.g. fra-1) may
compensate for the lack of c-fos expression (40,41). Thus, a
member of the AP-1 family other that c-jun or fos-B may
compensate for the lack of c-fos in regulating MT-I gene
expression in c-fos±/± cells. The possibility that c-fos may also
function in a cell-speci®c manner was not addressed in these
studies. However, the recruitment of c-fos to the MT-I
promoter was much more robust in Hepa cells compared with
MEF cells. In addition, the activity of c-fos/c-jun heterodimers
depends on the cell-type and the stimulus the cell receives
(reviewed in 42).

USF-1 and USF-2 are bHLH proteins that have been
suggested to play a role in MT-I gene expression. DNA-
binding assays demonstrated that USF-1 and -2 can bind
in vitro to E-Box1 and to the USF/ARE, and in vivo
footprinting assays revealed the constitutive occupancy of
these promoter sequences in tissues (43) and in cultured cells
(7). However, many members of the bHLH protein family can
bind to E-box sequences, and USF proteins can positively or
negatively regulate gene expression, depending on the gene,
cell-type and the particular USF homodimer or heterodimer
that is formed (44±46). The ChIP assay data reported herein
con®rm that USF-1 and -2 proteins are, in fact, constitutively
bound in vivo to this promoter. Furthermore, promoter-
mapping studies demonstrated that USF-1 and -2 are bound
to the USF/ARE, as well as to sequences upstream of ±153 bp
in the MT-I promoter. Within the upstream promoter region
that would have been detected in our ChIP assays, a high
af®nity USF binding site is found only at E-box1. Taken
together with the studies discussed above, our results support
the hypothesis that these proteins are important components of
the MT-I promoter complex. In that regard, the USF/ARE has
been shown to enhance basal expression of the MT-I
promoter, as well as to participate in cadmium induction of
the MT-I gene (7). Furthermore, studies using transgenic mice
suggest that E-box1 cooperates with the proximal MT-I
promoter to drive high-level expression of the MT-I gene in
the embryonic visceral yolk sac (10). This expression is
dependent on MTF-1 and zinc. Thus, we speculate that USF-1
and -2 heterodimers facilitate the functions of MTF-1, perhaps
by maintaining an open promoter con®guration that facilitates
the interaction of MTF-1 with the proximal promoter.

Results of ChIP assays indicated that metal treatment does
not signi®cantly increase USF-1 binding to the promoter, but a
modest (2-fold) increase in the recruitment of USF-2 in vivo to
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the USF/ARE was suggested. This may indicate that USF-1
homodimers are replaced with USF-1/USF-2 heterodimers at
the USF/ARE in response to metal induction. That we were
unable to detect an increased recruitment of USF-2 to the
endogenous MT-I promoter chromatin after metal treatment
may re¯ect the stronger, constitutive binding of USF-1 and
USF-2 to E-Box 1. This could mask recruitment of USF-2 to
the USF/ARE. Binding competition assays suggest that USF
binds about 10-times more avidly in vitro to E-box1 than it
does to the USF/ARE. Furthermore, zinc-treatment does not
change the in vivo footprint over the E Box-1 region of
the MT-I promoter, whereas increased occupancy of the
USF/ARE was noted (7).

A novel ®nding in these studies was the mapping of an
apparent single site of interaction of the zinc-®nger protein
Sp1 with the MT-I promoter. ChIP assays revealed that Sp1
binds upstream of ±153 bp. Within the upstream promoter
region that would have been detected in our ChIP assay, a high
af®nity Sp1 binding site is found only at ±183 bp. Mobility
shift assays and in vivo footprinting assays previously
demonstrated constitutive protein interactions with this GC-
rich sequence (6). The results of the ChIP assay are consistent
with the concept that Sp1 constitutively binds to this site. It
has also been widely assumed that Sp1 binds to another GC-
box that overlaps MRE-d (Fig. 8). Oligonucleotide competi-
tion in mobility shift assays suggested that Sp1 binds in vitro
to MRE-d independent of metal treatment of cells, whereas
MTF-1 also binds to MRE-d after metal treatment (14).
However, the ChIP assay data reported herein do not support
the notion that Sp1 interacts with this site. Consistent with this
conclusion, in vivo footprinting studies of the MT-I promoter
do not indicate a strong, constitutive footprint speci®cally over
the GC-box at MRE-d (6). Furthermore, recent studies of the
binding interactions of the puri®ed zinc-®nger domain of
MTF-1 with MRE-d revealed that ®ngers 5 and 6 interact with
bases in this GC-box sequence in a zinc-dependent manner
(37). Thus, MTF-1 binding might be expected to compete for
binding of another protein to this GC-box in MRE-d. Finally,
it was recently demonstrated that Sp1 does not affect the
in vitro transcription of an MRE-d-driven reporter gene or
contribute to its metal response (47). Taken together with the
ChIP assays, these ®ndings suggest that Sp1 may not bind to
MRE-d in vivo. However, our results cannot exclude the
possibility that another member of the Sp-like family of
transcription factors binds to this site. Over 15 members of this
family have now been identi®ed that share highly homologous
DNA binding motifs that bind to similar sequences (48).
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