
Collembola are unlikely to cause human dermatitis

CSH Lim1,a, SL Lim1,b, FT Chew2,c, TC Ong2,c and L Deharveng3,d

1 St George Hospital, Kogarah, Sydney, New South Wales, Australia
2 Department of Biological Sciences, Faculty of Science, National University of Singapore, Singapore
3 UMR5202 CNRS, Origine, Structure et Evolution de la Biodiversité, CP50, Museum National d'Histoire Naturelle,
Paris, France

Abstract

Drepanura

Drepanura

Keywords: arthropods, allergy
Correspondence: afluppy888@yahoo.com, biota@tpg.com.au, cdbscft@nus.edu.sg, ddeharven@mnhn.fr
Fernando Vega was the editor for this manuscript
Received: 22 November 2007 | Accepted: 9 January 2008 | Published: 2009
Copyright: This is an open access paper. We use the Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 license that permits unrestricted use, provided that
the paper is properly attributed.
ISSN: 1536-2442 | Volume 9, Number 3

Cite this paper as:
Lim CSH, Lim SL, Chew FT, Ong TC, Deharveng L. 2009. Collembola are unlikely to cause human dermatitis. 5pp. Journal of Insect Science 9:3,
available online: insectscience.org/9.03

Journal of Insect Science: Vol. 9 | Article 3 Lim et al.

Journal of Insect Science | www.insectscience.org 1



Introduction

Materials and Methods

Skin tests for reactions to Collembola
extract

IgE assay for antigens to Collembola in sera

Results

Journal of Insect Science: Vol. 9 | Article 3 Lim et al.

Journal of Insect Science | www.insectscience.org 2



Figure 2. Collembola species of the genus Drepanura Schött (Collembola: Entomobryidae) caught along cracks in the damp mould infested
store-room wall.

Figure 1. Urticarial papules on the leg of one nurse.
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