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Objective: The objective of this study was to survey
holdings of ephemeral veterinary literature.

Methods: WorldCat OCLC catalog, the Library of
Congress online catalog, the US National Agricultural
Library online catalog, and the Dictionary Catalog of the
National Agricultural Library, 1862–1965, were used to
determine current library holdings of materials
published by veterinary schools that are no longer in
existence and veterinary associations that are defunct,
veterinary supply catalogs, veterinary house organs,
patent medicine publications, and veterinary
advertisements. Individual library catalogs were also

consulted. In addition, the practice of removing
advertisements from bound volumes was
examined.

Results: There are many gaps in the cataloged library
holdings of primary source materials relating to the
history of the education of veterinarians in the United
States.

Conclusions: A proactive action plan needs to be
designed and activated to locate, catalog, and
preserve this primary source material of veterinary
medicine for posterity.

INTRODUCTION

During the last half of the nineteenth century and into
the mid-twentieth century, forty-one US veterinary
schools, most of them private, ceased to exist [1].
Today, only twenty-eight veterinary schools are in
existence in the United States, with the first of those
established in 1879 [2, 3]. Eighteen of these schools
had been established by 1959 [3]. During the period
from 1973 to 1998, ten more veterinary schools were
built. Veterinary scholars have asserted that, in the
1970s, James Herriot (James Alfred Wight) created
such a phenomenal interest in veterinary medicine
with his books that state legislatures were forced to
build veterinary schools so their constituents could
obtain a veterinary education [4]. Unlike medicine or
agriculture, fields in which where there are many
more libraries, there are only a handful of veterinary
libraries to preserve the publication history of the
profession.

In addition, the literature of veterinary medicine,
especially that of the United States, is a relatively new
and small literature. The scientific journal literature of
veterinary medicine was still developing into the mid-
twentieth century. Much of the history of the practice
of veterinary medicine in the United States is found in
what is considered gray literature. House organs
(defined as ‘‘a periodical issued by a business or other

establishment for its employees, customers, and other
interested readers, presenting news about the firm, its
products, and its personnel’’ [5]), one of the types of
gray literature, provide an excellent example of this
situation. Their content can vary widely from merely
touting the use of a company’s products to having the
quality of a refereed journal containing full-length
scientific articles and other useful information. Sever-
al of the early journals were substantive and

* This is a significantly revised version of the essay that received the
2009 Medical Library Association Murray Gottlieb Prize.
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Positioning the Profession: The Tenth International Congress on
Medical Librarianship/Sixth International Conference of Animal
Health Information Specialists; Brisbane, Australia; 31 Aug–Sep 4,
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Highlights

N Veterinary libraries have failed to catalog or retain

important primary veterinary source materials.

N Several types of veterinary gray literature, with

individual pieces scattered across multiple kinds of

libraries, are at high risk for loss from the historical

record.

Implications

N Academic, veterinary, medical, and special librarians

should be involved in efforts to preserve their

institutional, local, and state materials; to identify

and locate hidden collections of materials, both in

uncataloged collections and in the hands of private

collectors; and to mentor new librarians about their

role in preserving the history of medicine.

N The results of this survey of primary source materials

documenting US veterinary medical education sug-

gest the need for a parallel study of medical

education and other health professions education.

N The time is now, not only to digitize important scarce

veterinary materials for both preservation and im-

proved access, but also to archive present day

institutional output (paper and electronic).
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contained much valuable information on the devel-
opment of veterinary medicine in the United States
and Canada. These journals were not indexed by any
indexing service and are essentially an untapped
resource for veterinary historians.

For veterinary medicine in the United States, the
development of house organs came into being about
1900 and played an important role in the distribution
of new information to practitioners, until about the
1950s. Dr. Louis A. Merillat in his book, Veterinary
Military History of the United States, affirmed that
‘‘house organs of the present era are an attempt to
supply the link that federal and state governments
have failed to forge between research and practice’’
[6]. Dr. Merillat felt house organs had value because
they put new research information into the hands of
the practitioner, yet he felt that they should not try to
usurp independent periodical literature and that their
presence might hurt the success of legitimate period-
icals. As late as 1950, there were at least nine major
house organs that were helping to fill the void of
independent US veterinary journals [7] (Figure 1). In
at least two articles on the importance of house
organs, specific veterinary house organs have been
mentioned. Lederman, in her article ‘‘House Organs
of Chemical Interest,’’ cited Lab-Fax Veterinarian and
Veterinary SnapShots [8]. Kronick, in his article ‘‘A
Selected List of House-Organs for Bio-Medical Librar-
ies,’’ listed thirty-eight house organs, one of which
one was the veterinary title Allied Veterinarian [9].

Other types of gray literature that are especially
important in chronicling veterinary medicine are
materials from veterinary schools, publications from
all veterinary associations, veterinary supply catalogs,
materials from patent medicine companies, and
advertisements found in veterinary literature.

The loss of information on the history of veterinary
advertising has occurred as it has in other subject
disciplines [10]. Even as early as 1935, librarians
began to recognize the problems of removing ads
from journals. The Conference of Eastern College
Librarians checked thirty-four libraries and published
A List of Periodicals Bound Complete with Advertising
Pages in New England and New York City Libraries [11].
Ellen Gruber Garvey made an important summary
statement in her article, ‘‘What Happened to the Ads
in Turn-of-the-Century Bound Magazines and Why’’:

Professionals in a position to preserve or rescue intact copies
of turn-of-the-century magazines should be aware that such
copies are rarer than a search on RLIN or OCLC would
suggest. In binding, filming or scanning present day
periodicals, libraries should recognize that even annoying
ephemera like perfume ad cards and blow-in subscription
cards may be of interest to future researchers, and worth
preserving. [12]

An illustration of the importance of advertisements
is revealed in a wonderful series of ads that Allied
Laboratories published in Journal of the American
Veterinary Medical Association in the early 1940s,
‘‘What the Veterinary Profession Means to Mankind.’’
At least sixty ads were produced, emphasizing the

important role that veterinary medicine has played in
helping mankind as well as the profession’s help
during the World War II effort. The ads contain
information about the profession that cannot readily
be found in other sources.

In a recent paper, Jaros et al. describe the
importance of the gray literature to the study of
veterinary medicine and relate concerns that much of
this literature may no longer be available [13]. The
objective of this study is to survey the extent to which
these materials have been actively collected, retained,
and made accessible in the United States. Library
holdings for six types of ephemeral veterinary
literature were examined: publications of defunct
veterinary schools, publications of defunct veterinary
associations, veterinary supply catalogs, veterinary
house organs, patent medicine publications, and
veterinary advertisements.

METHODS

Publications of defunct veterinary schools

A keyword search on the name of each of the forty-
one defunct US schools was conducted in OCLC’s
WorldCat (which includes National Library of Med-
icine [NLM] items), the Library of Congress (LC)
online catalog, the National Agricultural Library
(NAL) online catalog, and the printed Dictionary

Figure 1
Veterinary house organ: Norden News 1949 Mar–Apr;23(2)
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Catalog of the National Agricultural Library, 1862–1965.
The Dictionary Catalog of the National Agricultural
Library, 1862–1965, was consulted because, unlike
NLM, NAL has not done a full retrospective
conversion of its pre-1966 holdings.

Publications of defunct veterinary associations

No source could be identified that provides a
historical listing of the local, regional, and national
veterinary associations and societies that have existed
in the United States. The American Veterinary
Medical Association (AVMA) does not maintain a list
of defunct organizations, although the librarian was
able to name a few associations that no longer exist.{
A quick survey in the American Veterinary Review for
names of associations from 1885 to 1900, including the
names provided by the AVMA librarian, was there-
fore undertaken.

Veterinary supply catalogs

A list of US supply catalogs (Figures 2 and 3),
regardless of date, was compiled from WorldCat, LC
online catalog, and NAL online catalog using the
subject headings ‘‘Veterinary Instruments and Appa-
ratus—Catalogs,’’ ‘‘Veterinary Surgery—Instru-
ments—Catalogs’’ and ‘‘Veterinary Medicine—Sup-
plies—Catalogs.’’ In addition to searching on the

subject terms, keyword searches were performed on
the names of known veterinary manufacturers and
distributors as well as the terms ‘‘veterinary instru-
ments,’’ ‘‘veterinary supplies,’’ and ‘‘veterinary cata-
logs.’’

House organs

Because, to the best of the author’s knowledge, no list
of veterinary house organs exists, an extensive
research project was undertaken to compile a com-
prehensive listing of veterinary house organs by
searching:
1. Veterinary Serials: A Union List of Serials Held in
Veterinary Collections in Canada, Europe and the U.S.A,
produced in 1988 [14] to identify every veterinary-
related title published by a pharmaceutical company
or pet food company
2. Dictionary Catalog of the National Agricultural Li-
brary, 1862–1965, under the subject heading of
‘‘Veterinary Medicine’’
3. The Printers’ Ink Directory of House Organs [15], a
time-consuming project as there is no subject ap-
proach to the directory and it only lists those house
organs currently being published
4. core lists in veterinary medicine and related fields
[6–9]
5. the collection of the Zalk Veterinary Medical
Library, University of Missouri–Columbia, especially
for those house organs that began publication after
1988

{ As stated in email correspondence from Diane Fagen, head of
Veterinary Medical Library at the American Veterinary Medical
Association, 22 Oct 2008.

Figure 2
Veterinary supply catalog: Veterinary surgical instruments. 8th ed.
Chicago, IL: Haussman & Dunn; 1907?

Figure 3
Veterinary supply catalog: catalog issued by American Veterinary
Supply Co. 7th ed. Kansas City: American Veterinary Supply
Co.; 1920
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Libraries’ holdings for each title were determined
using WorldCat; the printed Dictionary Catalog of the
National Agricultural Library, 1862–1965; the NAL
online catalog; and the LC online catalog. While OCLC
provided holdings for many libraries, it was still
necessary to consult the holding library’s local online
catalog to obtain issue-specific holdings. If a title had a
title change, then the new title was counted as a unique
title. This was done because the number of holding
libraries frequently varied with the title changes.

After all of the holdings were gathered, each title
was examined to see if a complete set could be
assembled from all the holding libraries. The number
of holding libraries excluded library holdings outside
of the United States, because if digitization does
occur, it would be easiest to work with libraries in the
United States.

Patent medicine publications

To estimate how much of the literature of patent
medicine was in libraries, the ‘‘Spotlight’’ feature
columns in issues of Veterinary Collectibles Roundtable
[16] were reviewed. Sixty of these have been focused
on a specific veterinary medicine patent medicine
company. Publications for each of these companies
and, in some instances, the owners and specific
products of the company were searched in World
Cat, LC online catalog, NAL online catalog, and the
Dictionary Catalog of the National Agricultural Library,
1862–1965.

Veterinary advertisements

It has been a common practice since before the turn of
the twentieth century for libraries to remove covers
and advertising from journals before binding. An
informal survey was sent to the librarians at thirteen
veterinary libraries with holdings of older veterinary
journals to inquire about their binding practices.1

RESULTS

Publications of defunct veterinary schools

No publications of any kind could be found in the
databases searched for 18 of the 41 defunct veterinary
schools (Table 1, online only). There were a total of
only 80 different publication records for the other 23

schools. Of those 80 records found, 32 (40.0%) were
owned by only 1 library (Table 2, online only). NAL
held 18 (22.5%) of the 80 records, 10 (12.5%) were held
by NLM, and 12 (15.0%) were held by LC. Of the
records owned by only 1 library, 6 (18.8%) were found
in veterinary libraries, 5 (15.6%) in NAL, 4 (2.3%) in
LC, and none in NLM. Nearly 53.0% were found in
other types of libraries, such as historical societies,
state libraries, and academic libraries. Surprisingly,
the LC online catalog yielded results that were not in
World Cat, and therefore it was also searched for all
other phases of this study.

Publications of defunct veterinary associations

The survey in the American Veterinary Review yielded
the names of at least nineteen defunct associations,
such as the Alumni Association of the American
Veterinary College, Association of Veterinary Faculties
of North America, Association of the Bureau of Animal
Industry Veterinarians, and German Veterinary Asso-
ciation of New York. Searches for the compiled list of
associations yielded cataloged records for only one: the
Missouri Valley Veterinary Association.

Veterinary supply catalogs

The search yielded 77 records for supply catalogs, of
which 13 were duplicate editions, dating from 1881 to
2004. Of the 64 catalogs, only 9 (14.06%) were held by
more than 1 library (Table 3, online only). Forty-four
of the 77 catalogs (57.14%) were held by veterinary
libraries, with Zalk Veterinary Medical Library,
University of Missouri–Columbia, holding 22 cata-
logs, half of all those held in veterinary libraries.

Veterinary house organs

A total of 114 veterinary house organs were identified,
although more might well exist (Table 4, online only).
Of the 114 titles, there were 17 (15%) for which no
library could be identified as having copies. Of the
remaining 97 titles, there were 36 titles (37%) for which
a complete set could not be assembled from among the
holding libraries. A complete set of a very well-known
house organ, Norden News, even with 26 holding
libraries, could not be assembled. In addition, no
library could be found that owned the 2 veterinary
house organs that Lederman listed in her article on
chemical house organs [8]. Thirty of the 97 titles (31%)
were held by only 1 library. Of those titles for which a
complete set was available, there were 6 titles that
would require the cooperation of several libraries to
compile the set. The study revealed that 52% of these
titles identified were either totally or partially uncat-
aloged; another 31% were owned by only 1 library.

Patent medicine publications

There were 3 or 4 major veterinary rare book
collections in the United States, but even these
collections had few, if any, patent medicine booklets

1 Libraries surveyed were: T. S. Williams Veterinary Medical
Library, Tuskegee University; Veterinary Medical Center Library,
Colorado State University; Veterinary Medicine Library, University
of Georgia; Veterinary Medical Library, Iowa State University;
Veterinary Medical Library, Kansas State University; Veterinary
Medical Center Library, Michigan State University; Veterinary
Medical Library, University of Minnesota; Zalk Veterinary Medical
Library, University of Missouri–Columbia; Flower-Sprecher Veter-
inary Library, Cornell University; Samuel and Marian Hodesson
Veterinary Medicine Library, Ohio State University; William E.
Brock Memorial Library, Oklahoma State University; Steven W.
Atwood Library and Information Commons, University of Penn-
sylvania; Medical Sciences Library, Texas A&M University; and
Animal Health Library, Washington State University.
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in them [17, 18] (Figure 4). No holdings of any kind
were found for publications from 19 of the 60 patent
medicine companies. There were 316 unique items,
with 887 holdings in libraries for the other 41
companies. Institutions with veterinary libraries held
195 (61.71%) of the items, and 183 (57.91%) of the
items were held by only 1 library. If a company such
as Dr. LeGear, Dr. Daniels, or Pratts had published
several titles with multiple editions, then it was more
likely that these titles could be found with several
holdings attached. Even for these more prolific patent
medicine producers, not all of their publications were
found in the resources searched.

Veterinary advertisements

Twelve of the 14 surveyed veterinary librarians
responded (86%). The responses revealed that a
variety of practices have been followed, from remov-
ing both ads and covers, to removing covers but not
ads, to removing back covers if they were blank. Some
respondents said the removal was not done across the

board but varied from journal title to journal title
(Figure 5). Some continued the practice until 1990. In
this author’s own institution, journal ads and covers
were removed until 1960.

LIMITATIONS OF THE STUDY

The methodology employed in this study was limited
by the sources of holdings information readily
available for consultation, chiefly, the OCLC database
and printed retrospective holdings catalog for the
NAL and other printed resources.

DISCUSSION AND CONCLUSION

The survey amply demonstrates the gaps in cataloged
library holdings of the ephemeral veterinary litera-
ture. Many of these materials contain information
essential to the study of the history of veterinary
medicine in the United States. There are no items
cataloged for nearly 44% of the US veterinary schools
that are no longer in existence and the remaining 23
schools are represented by only 67 different publica-
tions. Defunct veterinary associations are almost

Figure 4
Veterinary patent medicine book: Dr. J. W. Chiles. 1885 general
information book about horses and cattle. Dixon, IL: Dr. J. W.
Chiles; 1884

Figure 5
Veterinary advertisement: What the veterinary profession means to
mankind: from hayfield to hospital. J Am Vet Med Assoc.
1944 Feb;83(803):iii
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totally absent from the bibliographic record, with only
the Missouri Valley Veterinary Association being
present through its bulletin and proceedings. House
organs, the most likely of the ephemera to contain
information of scientific value, although represented
by more than 100 titles, are widely scattered across
libraries and pose a significant challenge to any
digitization and preservation effort. At least 83% of
this veterinary scholarship and history is at high risk
for loss. It is unclear exactly how scarce the remaining
17% of those titles found in multiple libraries are at
present or how at risk they may become. Patent
medicine materials, providing a socioeconomic view
of the history of veterinary medicine, are relatively
scarce, with more than half of their records being
owned by only 1 library, which is frequently a local or
state historical society. The fairly common practice,
among even academic libraries, of removing adver-
tisements and covers, leaves a huge void in the
socioeconomic history of veterinary medicine in the
United States. The publications of the 41 defunct
veterinary schools are either scarce or nonexistent.
The scattered nature of these holdings presents a
special challenge to the access to and preservation of
these materials.

It is incumbent upon librarians to be ever vigilant in
collecting and preserving the output of the present
day veterinary colleges. Academic, veterinary, med-
ical, and special librarians should be involved in
efforts to preserve their institutional, local, and state
materials. The Special Collections Department, Parks
Library, Iowa State University, has been fairly
successful in soliciting records of veterinary associa-
tions since the late 1970s [19]. Because a mechanism is
already in place, veterinary librarians could help
grow the repository by either adding records of past
associations as they are found or encouraging present
day associations to deposit their records to the
repository. Present-day supply catalogs, if not collect-
ed now, will suffer a similar fate as the early catalogs,
which are scarce, popular amongst collectors, and
frequently bring high prices when sold. Several of the
house organs were important in their day and contain
substantive information on the development of
veterinary medicine in the United States. To have
these titles digitally available and accessible through
optical character recognition (OCR) capability would
be of immense value to veterinary historians and
genealogists.

It is not known how much early US veterinary
literature or ephemera can still be found. There are
most likely such materials in hidden collections in
libraries and museums. Many of the types of items
described in this article occasionally appear on eBay,
and some are in private collectors’ hands. Much of
what is in private collections is unique and undocu-
mented. A concerted effort should be made to
purchase these items whenever they appear on eBay
or through other resources. If a private collection is
known, the librarian should cultivate a relationship
with the owner in hopes that someday the owner will
donate the collection to the library or make it available

for sale to the library instead of dispersing the
collection to the unknown. Given the fragility of some
of the material, it is important to store them in
archives where they can be properly preserved.

Brown University and the University of Tulsa are
sponsoring ‘‘Cover to Cover: The Modernist Journals
Project’’ to locate cover-to-cover issues of thirty-five
core titles critical to the study of Modernism so that
they can be digitized. They have undertaken a
project to create a database of libraries holding the
titles and the content contained therein [20]. A
similar project needs to be undertaken for veterinary
journals.

In September of 2007, a group of seven veterinary
medical librarians organized to form the Veterinary
Archives Grey Literature Steering Group (known as
V-Ags) with the express purpose of identifying,
collecting, and preserving gray literature, hidden
archives , and archival materials (past and present)
pertaining to veterinary medicine. Among the goals of
the organization is to mentor the next generation of
veterinary librarians to make them aware of the early
literature of veterinary medicine and how few copies
exist of much of the materials [13].

Over the years, various types of veterinary materi-
als have fallen below the radar of collection develop-
ment librarians. Librarians have assumed other
libraries were retaining the ephemeral materials
examined or they were available in the national
libraries, but this study reveals these assumptions
are false. The time is ripe for veterinary librarians and
other interested parties to start investigating ways to
inventory and make known what is hidden in their
archives. A database or a registry of all known items
could be created. Perhaps libraries could work
together to complete runs of journals where no one
library has a complete run of a title. Items not owned
by any library should be actively sought out. Unique,
one-of-a-kind items should be immediately digitized
and preserved for posterity. If no action is taken,
many more items in the public realm will continue to
be unknowingly destroyed. Librarians working indi-
vidually, and in concert, can make a difference in
recovering and preserving some of the heritage of
veterinary medicine.

Librarians working in fields where currency of
information is critical can lose sight of the longer view
and broader perspective on the value of materials
beyond their use as current information resources. Dr.
Susan Jones, who holds a doctorate in history and a
doctor of veterinary medicine degree and is the
current cochair of the World Association for the
History of Veterinary Medicine, summarizes the
value of the types of ephemera this paper has
examined:

These objects are crucial to our understanding of the history
of veterinary medicine…through old journals and adver-
tisements, we can understand the world in which they
[veterinarians] lived and the concerns they had. Thus,
material culture represents important historical evidence.
[21]
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